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Introduction.
(Second Edition)

This is a revised and updated edition of a book compiled for the purpose of
facilitating ‘the study of Sinhala among non-Sinhala Public Officers as well as
members of the public who aspire to gain proficiency in the Sinhala Language.

Meaningful implementation of the official language law as a solution to the ethnic
conflict is a challenge we are confronted with today. The major obstacle emerging
from the inability of the majority of officers in the Public Service to perform their
duties in a language other than their mother tongue, cannot be overcome by
engaging translators and interpreters. Hence to safeguard the language rights of
the people enshrined in the Constitution, competency in all three Languages,
Sinhala, Tamil and English is considered an essential prerequisite among all public
servants. Atatime when the Public Service itself is saddled with many complexities,
any member of the public, whatever his or her social standing is bound to appear
before public officers without the assistance of a mediator. The decentralised
administration at the grass root levels makes it imperative for the public servants
to be endowed with the competency in the language of their clientele to enable
them to win the confidence of the majority of the people. At a time when it is
envisaged to establish peace and concord through languages, not only the public
servants but also those members of the public who yearn for peace should gain
proficiency in a second or a third language widely used in the country.

The desire to assist personnel attached to foreign missions in Sri Lanka and
their children to gain a knowledge of the language of the majority in the country,
prompted us to produce this book utilising the information gathered after compre-
hensive research, and further, steps were taken to revise the contents of the book
with the sole aim of making it a useful guide to the Tamil public living not only
in the North and East but also in other parts of the country. Eventually, pronunciation
of Sinhala words has been given in both English and Tamil. For example the Sinhala
verb ‘cs»@»’ has been given in English characters as ‘yanawa’ as well as Tamil
characters as ‘weweur. Besides, illustrations are provided to explain the meaning
of the words further.

My thanks are due to all officers of the Department who extended their
assistance to publish this revised edition.

Nimal Samarasundara
Commissioner of Official Languages
18th June, 1993

Department of Official Languages.
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