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5.1 SUMMARY: Tamil Script: An Alternate Approach;

, The adaptations acquired through many thousands of years in
writing of Tamil Scripts in Ola leaves by 5%-10% of the Tamil popu-
lation who were literate, has resulted in the 247 letter strong Tamil
script. 2000 A, D, will have an estimated 100 million Tamils in the
world with 95% literacy. '

The last one hundred years have seen the unprecedented pro-
gress in science, resulting in rapid human advancement. Printed word
have overtaken hand written communication, and the typewriter key-
board is in vogue for typing, printing, telecommunication, computer-
ising and space communication.

The under 18 group forming 40% of a Tamil population, which
is doubling every 30 vears is loaded with 247 code Tamil script
against their counterparts in the developed western world wth 26/30
code scripts of their own, thus placing the Tamil juveniles at a
terrible disadvantage.

This paper proposes for discussion an alternate approach with
26 letters and 12 phonetic symbols, the selective combination of
these giving exactly the same phonetic presentation of the spoken
Tamil language, in its prime, age old perfection. This also will enable
the present and future Tamils to participate in and contribute to the
progress of humanity.
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