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The Ambassador of the
United States of America

Father Saviri's inspiring work at the Centre
for Performing Arts for over twenty years weaves
together two proud tradition of his faith, an
unwavering belief in the sprit of Christian Bro-
therhood and an equally strong commitment to
humanistic ideals - traditions which also gave
birth to the United States some 223 years ago.

In an age when religion and ideals are too
often used to divide humen beings one from an-
other, this alone makes his undertaking well
worth celebrating. And at a time when  secular
Artists and religious parsons are commonly assu-
med -to strive in opposite diractons, Father Saviri
reminds us of the insights they share into the
nature of the human heart ;

| wish him all the best as he marks his
sixtieth birthday and hopz that his heling touch
continues to reach out to all communities in Sri-
Lanka for many more years to come.

With my regards

Sincerely yours,
Shaun E. Donnely
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03 1.-1999

A Message from
Paul Cardinal Poupard

| am delighted to know that Rev Prof N M

Saveri, Director. Centre for Performing Arts. will
be celebrating his sixtieth birthday on 3 December,
1999 and write to send him my warmest congratulati-
ons and best wishes on this happy occasion.

Under his creative -and dynamic leadership the
Centre has gone from strength to strength. staging
porformances both in SriLanka and abroad Drama,
as a powerful instrument of culture, brings peoples
together thus overcoming the barriers of caste. creed
and community. Following in the footsteps of his
saintly Patron, Francis Xavier, Fr. Saveri avails of
the medium of drama and music as a vehicle to pro-
claim the Gospel and its values of love. compassion
and peace ina world that is rent by conflict and
violence.

While wishing Fr. Saveri *+Ad Multos Annos*’, |
wish the Centre for Performing Arts every success
in its efforts to foster a civilisation of love and fo

uéGmeer g 62rre
lp GETIT

GwUiBurgssd FoMwadH Y saTTH
L AP sd UPpGD &l TTEGS G
Ao i uadsmers upnp I Faid Gt
&R Bmer; UQ SPBIRFC .

P sNEDS &35F BldOILG S FID
uenfl 1606 Q& wawried WGRPEEU 55
gauCurgs suTlsalanGa Yribdds uLs
= .

@55 Baw afmsdsd As5& Aplutear
&TSPrwrar vl pws Qe g a@ar saif
WS H g seTTIi.

w7 pauTew $HCw AR n safwss
gy sarai Qruyd umiwudsaw® < swd
GRCar g CuTie SyyseorTh adrm s 8
@ar@lausw. pog 570 A 57H; Q) 5HG
Bermy T pyuybaeEG Ty alli.md
eaullupd g Sy sormi !

The Ambassador of
Norway

Cultural activities in a multicultural society
like Sri Lanka possess great value for harmonis-
ing various cultural strands, for reinforcing cultural
values and for creating an ever rich cultural milieu
for the future. :

Fr. Saveri had realised the potential of cultural
activit'es for enriching individual lives and that
of Sri Lankan society as a whole as far back as
1965 when he founded 1he Centre for Performing
Arts in Jaffna as a drama group. Since then
the Centre had fostered drama and music as a
medium for promoting better understanding among
different ethnic groups in the country

On the occasion of the 60th birthday of Fr
Saveri, | wish him many more fruitful years in the
service of mankind We particularly wish him and his
band of colleagues at the Centre success in their
efforts at establishing cultural linkages within and
outside Sri Lanka for enriching our lives and for promo-
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promote a culture of peace
Peul Cardinal Poupard
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