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The two research papers entit-
led HERITAGE OF TAMIL
MUSLIMS and MUSLIMS’
CONTRIBUTION TO TAMIL
LITERATURE which I sub-
mitted to the First Interana-
tional Tamil Research Con-
ference - Seminar  held in
Malaysia in 1966, form the
nucleus of this book.

—Hafiz M, K. Syed Ahmed
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Ceylon Moors

In “BERUWELA WHERE THE SAIL WAS FURLED”
by Dr R. L. Brohier D Litt. (C. D. N. 3. 3. 64) it is
very surprising to read that the Ketchimalai Mosque was
built by the descendants of the emigrant band of yavanas
styled by misnomer Moors from Kayalpatnam to the north
east of Cape Comorin landed on this spet in 1024 A. D.
and made it their most important and historic settlement
in the Island.

He contends that the Ceylon Moors of today are the
descendants of the Muslims of Kayalpatnam. According to
Dr. Brohier, this settlement occured 940 years before.
According to Mr. John Emerson Tennant, Sir Simon Casie
Chitty and other distinguished historians, the first settle-
ment of the Muslims occured in the 8th century and
according to the traditions prevailing among the Muslims
of Ceylon their ancestors fled from Arabia and settled in

Ceylon.

It will be more informative if Dr. Brohier explains
and enlightens your readers with facts and references in
support of his contention regarding the settlement of Mus-
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lims from Kayalpatnam in 1024 A. D. and the usage of
the term ‘‘Moor” instead of ‘Yavana’

Colombo. ' M. K. SYED AHMED

Dr. Brohier staies: Tennant wrote: (Vol. 1 p 620)
“‘The meaningless designation of MOORS........ is a
generic term ......the origin, adventures and arrival of
these people are among the historic mysteries of Ceylon.

Denham wrote: (Census of Ceylon 1:11 P, 234)

“The Moors in Ceylon themselves regard Kailpatnam
as the home of their race and the landing at Beruwela or
Berberyn in the Kalutara District, said to have been made
in 102+ A. D., as their most important and historic settle-
ment in the Island” -Editor
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