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Vibrio cholera:

quell the hysteria

In October of 1981, ana her 13 cases
occurred, this time on an offshore
platform in Texas waters and appa-
rently from a cantamirated water
supply. Fortuitously for Baton Rouge
media people, the latest outbreak oc-
curred during a Sea-Grant-sponsorad

A New Understanding. ...

In August of 1978, 11 cases of chol-
era in Louisiana produced inch-high
newspaper headlines across the ni-
tion and the resulting shock waves
ran through the southern seafoodin-
dustry Though the collapse of the crab
industry was predicted, industry
people, public health officials. and
university researchers were able to

meeting ai LSU en “Vibrios in the En-
vironmenl.” Vibno is the microbial
family to which cholera belongs, and
many of the scientists attending were
reporting on research initiated during
the 1978 scare.

¥

treatment. The scientists alsu oxeotd=
ated the nation's seafood industry

suspected cholera has EVER b
connected to factory-processed sea
food,” said Dr. Rita R. Colwell, one of,

Saence has come a long way in| the nation’s leading cholera experts
three yeas Delegates were loaded | and an organizer of the Louisiana
with new evidence for the press that | meeting. University of Marvland s
cholera’s (enturies-old reputation asa | food tech awlogist Michael 1ty
ravaging killer may no longer apply. | concurred. mainmining that the =
With modern standards of health, |food industry is comfortable witly «
sanitation, nutrition and medical | present processing formulas
practice, cholera can be regarded asa | The implications to the seafoud in
treatable disease whose symptoms |dustry were one of six arcas exploe!
can range from nondetectable to the |by the meeting. Other sessions co
more severe cases requiring medical [sidered the epidemiology and serul

“Not a single case of diagnoscd «
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