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People know net that of all the books that they
read the Vedam is the highest, the eternal book. That
it Is the original source (of all books) was declared

- by Her, the Soul of souls,

who is both the similarity

and the differemces, and the truth at the same timu.

Friday. 13th

January, 1978,

NOT ABOVE SUSPICION !

Bats among birds == that is the position of

suspicion amomg words.

Bacon bad good rezson

to arrive at that conclusion.

What is now wrecking the prospeots of ber-

mory among communities, races and coubgries is
that there rune across all conferenoces, dialogues,
gcopsultations and salks am umseen thread of sus-
picion that has emough emergy to prevent final

outsome by itself snsppirg.

Something is wrong or somebody is guilty;

otherwiss how
rapproachment such as

can bold bids to bring about

has been attempted in

the Middle Hast tend to be fruitless, -

Big Powers frequently meet to discuss the
prospects of banping the msnufacture of puclesr
weapons 8]l the time Ghemselves producing dang-
erous bombs, missiles and what not. Theese efforts
begin umder suspicious ciroumstances; the negoti-

ators themselves viewing
pisious glance.

The world is today
eracking, politically and
eus praotice bas been

the matter with a sus-

in the worst position of
socially — Why ? Religi-
ignored. If leaders are

really religious can there be any loose talk, or

sven tall talk ?

Will they bave something up

their slesves while being engaged in free and
frank discussions of moves for the selving of

outstanding problems ?

' Here again we have
the bigh moral

practice

to look for guidance in
that held Mahatma

Gandhi above suspicion. Truthfullness cannot enter-
tain suepicion. Hence the weed for genuineness of
feelings whem negotiatioms are promoted to achieve

barmony.

A o T

HOMAGE TO S- HANDY -
PERINBANAYAGAM

Is was at Jaffoa Hindu,
shat I met Mahatma
Gandhi half a oentury
ago. 1 was then a boy
in my teens. Darshan of
the Mahatma left a deep
imprint in the minds of
many of us. His langu-
sge was simple and his
message wemt siraight to

our hearts. A few years|.

afser, in 1930 I believs,
Harindranath Chatto-
pedhyaya came and
talked in & language that
was new to us He recited
his own poem ending with
pbe line, “Wo will make the

white venomous serpent
dance ” Kamaladevi came
and teok Jaffoa by storm.
The Jafina Youth Cong-
ress made history by boy-
cotting the elections of
the first State Council,
Nationalism reagched a
new high and was the talk
of the entire country.

The prime mover behind
all these epoch - making
events was &8 man called
Handy - Perinbanayagam.
He like many @vheiwad
his band drew hig)

ary bappeninges in the
sub - continent — renas-
cent India. It wsa there-
fore a delight beyend
words when I beheld
the man who breught
Gandhi to our shores, in
the class-rooms at Jeffna
College.”l had gone there
for my Inter-Arts; and
he taught us Latin. His
digressions in Roman His-
tory and his eloquent ex-
position of the gharms of
Virgil and the wibt of
Horace and the oratory
of Cicero were soul-stir-
ring. Qocasionally he
took eur English and kept
us spell bound, Outside
the 6lass-room he met us
informally and sitting
round a ping-pong table
he talked for hours en
exd on every donceivable
subject under the sun—
Karl Marx and Kalidasa,
Skaw and Shakespesre,
Sex and Freud, Bible snd
Dbhammapada. The choi
cest books in the small
library in bhis living room
at our hostel included
the Tamil Clagsics like
Silappadikaram and the
Thirumurais of the Ssiva
Saints.

What was the essence
of the personality that
Handy was in the school
and the community ? He
was ipdegd & phenome-
non, nay a climate that
pervaded not merely Vad-
dokkoddai but the entire
environs of Jaffna. His
nationalism and the high

sense of pafriotism at-

tracted the attention ef
the whole country. A
profound scholar, a dedi-
cated teacher, a thimker
with a passionate quest
for Truth, a soaring 1dea-
list who thonght in terms
of large ocauses, which
carried him often too
high above the ‘crowd’,
But to us nurtured in
Jaffps Hindu's veperation
for [udia and her leaders,
and ipspired by the in-
tellectual revolt against
foreign rule, the climate
at Vaddukkoddai, with
Handy and bis MentorRev
Bicknell st the centre was
partioularly congenial.

His journey from Vad-
dukkcddai via, Law and
Politics to Kokuvil Hinda
College as its Principal is
a story studded with cone
troversy and soiled with
sour gpisodes as the hust-
ings. No donbt the man
with strong convigiions,
on national issues and pof
fully free from inteliectual
egoism was embittered
not a little by the reac-
tions of his community
to the uncompromising
stand he took op National
Unity, However, Handy
bad flowered into a social
force; and had won oouy:
try-wide esteem. -

When he returned to
teaching-his first love. the
leueistivasla firmamsuta o

pizr{tbin jcomntyy aiwhishorwill

stion from the revolution: eyer show bis hamdiwerk

A GRAND FESTIVAL OF ARTS

At the Jaffna Campus

A Grand Fegtival of
Arts was organized by the
Hindu S8tudents’ Union of
the ., University of Sri
Lanks, Jaffna Campus at
the Thiurnelvely premizes
on the 24th of Docember,
1977. This was the first
of its kind to be organized
by the Union,

Early in the morning
there was a Tree Planting
Ceremeny in which Pro
fessors W, L. Jeyasingam
and V K. Ganesalingam;
Messrs. R Arssaratpam
snd K. Kanagarsja parti-
cipated- ;

The morning sessiens
started with the lighting
of the traditional oil lamp
by Prof. 8. Selvanayagam.
In his introductory re-
marks, he ocongratulated
the members of the Union
for organizing this Festi
val of Arts and said that
it was happy angury for
the future, The President
Mr. 8, Packiyanathan and
Secretary Mr. S. Sivalin-
garaja of the Union wel-
comed everyone present
there. Prof. K. Indrapala
in his brief address refer-
red to the unigue tolers-
tion in Hindnism and said
that the past should serve
as a guide to vhe futurs
whioch bas to be rooted
in or inspired by tha past.

‘The main programme in
the moroing sessions som-
sisted of s seminar on

began to brighten onoce
agsin. A Trade Unpionist
that relenlessly fought for
the underdog, an effective
Exzponent of National
Education, and S8wabasha,
& Fighter against state-
monopoly in edacation
and for the freedom of
the: Teacher, hiz mname
will go down in the
anpals of this ocountry,
as one of the greatest
Patriots, noble and singere
in kis ideals, as @ Maker
of men who will pass on
to posterity the abiding
impaot of his personality,

To add a personal note:
Teacher, Mentor, Friend,
he was all these and more
to me; but it gave me joy
infinite when at our last
meeting in hia home at
Manipay, he told me
teat he found Solace and
Peace in the contsmpla-
tiom of Lord Nataraja!

Om SBhanthi! Shansbi!
Bhantbil

N, Sabaratnam

“Hindu Cultore — A His-
torieal Perspective” in
which four mewmbers of
the Aocademic Staff parsi-
cipated. Mesers, P. Gopa-
lakrishnam and S. Krish-
narajab; - Mrs, G. Kuls- -
ratnam and Mr, N. Sobra-
maniam epoke respeetie
vely on *“Religious Cons-
oiousness, Philosophical
Traditions, Cuitural De-
velopmens and  Social
Life.*" There was a lively
discussion following this
Seminar which was Coair-
ed by Prof, K. Kailasa~
natha Kurukkal,

In the evening, Mr. N.
R. Govindasamy grounp
rendered an  excellent
Nagesvaram and Thavil
Concert. The sessiong be-
gan with the lighting of
the traditional oil lamp
by Prof.8. Vithiyanandas,
President of the Jaffns
Campue. In his speech,
be emphasized the gigni-
ficance of oulture and
religion in the Tamil
Seciety. Dr. A. Shanmaus
igadas 10 bie brief address, -
stressed the meed to pre-
sesve cultural values,

Some students from the
Ramanathan Academy of
Fine Arts, rendered a fine
Nastyanjali mainly of the
Katkakali Sch.ol of Dan-
oing dirested by Mr. Vel
Apsndan: Mr. 8. Manioka-
raja and his friende from
the same A¢ademy per-
formed an - interesting
Vooal Music Comcert.

This was followed by &
Drsma entitled “A New
Home” written by the
laxe Maba Kavi Rudra-
moorthy. This was direo+
ted and produced by a
veteran Dramatist’ apd
Aotor Mr. 8. Mavuasaguru '
and all she oharacters
were drawe from among
the Uodergraduates of
the Jaffoa Campus. The
Drama was executed snd
performed were and wom
the appreciation of the
audienoe.

Mies R. Rejaratnsm
and Mr. V. Ravindrarsj,
proposed the Vote of
Thanks in the morning
and evening respegtively. .

On the whole, -it was a
well organized Hestival of
Arts in whieh many facets
of Hindu religion and oul-
ture were well broughts .
It is hoped that the
Uoion would orgsnize .
such semipars and culs
tural shows in futare too,

-V. S-
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