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PREFACE TO THE

- FIRST EDITION

(continued from page 4)

go the relation bstween
God and seul cannos be
underatood by us at our
present stage as we have
no true knowledge of God

ou sadanas, the gsathgor
shows the indispensable-
uers of images for worship
and ocontemplation (ex-
cept to Goanis) and the

of one kind of image ridi-
culiog & worshipper of
another kind of imags.

There is only one point
on which I am uoable to
agree with She learned
author. This is whers he
descends from the Shage
tras into the Biblg and
the Prapas, to find paral-

‘els to Saivisms in Chrise
ilanity,

X X b 4

The seocond pars of the
book {s invaluable. There
are two introdactory
chapters, the first one on
the Sidihanta Shasiras
and the other saored
books and the sscond enm
S‘ddhiar apd its author.
Tbe latter chapter gives
such a charming account
of Siddhiar thet no one
who reads it can resist the
d-sire to make a deep
stady of it. The subse-

exhaustive summsary of
Alavai and Parapakshem,
and a detailed analysis of
Supakkem along with the
corresposding Bootrame of
Shivagnanebodbam. The
Parapakkam is supple-
moented by the author's
own acconnd of the hete-
rodcxies, which are mot
iogluded in it

The Saiva world oaght
to be congratulated on the
sppearaoce ia their midst
of this illuminating study
of Seiva Siddbants, which
ig likoly to be read evenm
by followers of some
sister religions.

8. BaIVAPADASUNDARAM
Kendavanam,

Chitrabanu, Asaj, 34tk

and soul. In the ghapter -

abaurdity of s worskipper

gnent chapters give an

!
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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED

oudafid o dCa uydspe odrp B
Guibafidr e @@a dany geflwpnd
waulelis ety eBisn e agbee
ousml Cande wedl dasg HCu.

If the door in the bag (the body) is closed, the
eontrolled breath which becomes manifess therein
rises with resounding mnoise and the temple becomes
illuminated (menifesting the Lord therein,)

Friday. 24th February, 1978,

ENTREATY TO THE
ETERNAL

T

Apropcs the earnest appesl that has beep
made by our regular ocomtributor, the well-known
public worker, from Hultsdorf, elsewhers in this
issue of the * Hindu Organ” we can only repest
the sincere suggestion, that prayer to providence
for guidance et this time of grave misgivings of
the Tsmil-speaking people must take precedence,

Prayer Mectings, more than snything else,
were the means adopted by Mabatma Gandhi for
enabling people to be conscious of their sacred
duty to themeselves and to the oountry. These
gatherings were entirely 'spiritual in scope, Hence
the group discossions in forum of §he present
day ocannot achieve any good purpose as shey do
nos have even a touch of spiritnal tome,

We bave often, ia thess columps, sppealed
to religions societies to take steps to organize
praysr meetings such as bad beem sponsored by
the Great Yogsr Swamigal during simes of poli-
tical stress and strain. The Swamiga! insisted on
the obanting imn chorue of the Hymn beginning
with the words; “Qaygy Gsrefudsdr
snd the Reading of the Puranes im Temples.
Bome religious assoolatioms took ghe bhiat and
inasugurated these Prayer Agsemblies but the laud-
able practice had lapsed imto im actiom lster on.

The writing is on the wsll. The general
teend in the world is demoralising. Oar conutry
is no exoeption. If crime is inoreasing Ip inei-
dence them criminal thinking must have gsined
ground. This ocan be ocounterrd obnly by the
Grace of God. Apnd that ocan be sohieved only
by Prayer.

That Prayer is & panacea for all ills we
nesd nmot establish by quoting eeriptures. The
Jives of all great men remird us of this trush.
The bistory of the Saints of Tamiakam ig8 in
offect the story of Prayer,

AND PRAYER IS8 THE ONLY ANSWER 7O OUR
PROBLEMS.

PRAYERTO GOD

Susrdtl gt sggab symsung

= Thirumoola Nayanar,

The positien of the
Tamils in Sri Lanka hss
been progressively deteri
oratipng sibee the time of
she Comstivation framed
by the Duke of Devons
shire, Beoretary of State
fer Colonies, =nd Gover-
wor Bir Hesry William
Mannpisg during the Brit-

Kanagasabsi, Sir Ponpam’
balam Rsmamathan angd
some of sheir oollesgues.
Toe downward trend stert-
ed wth the Dononghmore
Constisution. While the
country has been advem
oing Sowards Nasiona!

ish ere, supported by lea-
fers hke Bir Ambalayaner

Independence, for whi
sll commuanities IR@}%

there has not beent B3

bution of politieal power
smong the various eeo-
tions of the populetion.
This deficiency has proved
and continmes 80 prove
disadvantageous to the
couotry ss a whole and to
the Tamil speaking people
in an intensg manner,

While puorenirg our
politioa] efforte and me-
thods of action, it is most
desirable and npecessary
that we surn to God for
help He is eur last and
only Refuge, and Refuage
at every turbe—let peo-
ple turn their minds sad
hearts, and im a spirit of
humility, without any ill
will among ourselves or
towards others, pray to
God daily apd unoceae-
iogly, individually and
collectively for sbe wel-
fere of ope and all ana
for the emergence of
the Tamil-speaking people
from their presemt grave
diffienlties and for His
Grace to epable our com-
pattiots, Siohalese, Mus-
lim and Burgher and
others to arrive ad correcs
upderstanding of sll pro
blems, May our Prayers
in this context beg for
the same Divine Grsce to
influepee the moral opi-
vion of the bigger world
out of Sri Lanka also for
the same purpose.

Thete are terms in the
history of men, nations
and eountries when thinge
become worse before they
could become better. The
present times ocould be
sach. :

‘Let us have 'Trust in
our Deities and Pray to
them.

Thers is no time #o be
lost = Let us stard the
boly work without delay.
Hach one of us sem make
e otart without wsiting
for others —wherever pos-
gible, gradually in due
course, oollestive aation
throogh religious and
educational institotions,
will emerge — In acoord-
anoe with sanoient and
yrdsined religious prac-
tiee, let a beginning be
made with Prayers and
Supplication $o our deity
Sri Ganesha Peruman for
sucoees ir our effiorte snd
for welfare. Let appropri-
ate geremonies be per
formed at the sspred
shrines of Bri Gapesha
reruman to start with,
to be followed by worship
of all onr Deities, as
fully prescribed inclod-
ing Sanisswaran en
Navagrsbam,

P S. My humble sub-
missions would naturally
be subjeot to corregtions
and varistions at ibe
hands of eompetent ecole-
iastioal and Ilsy aantho-
ritice smong the Hindue,
both in 8ri Lenka and
India.

8. S:1vASUBRAMANI\M
1 by Nobife MembeeUsutiai

m.oSalvacParipaiane Sabhal.
Hnllfg:llrp Street, oy

ged epnd egmiteble Jistri-

Celombe,

in this year.

uly,

dbsontam ™
produced in the

The talented aunthor of
“The Elements of Saiva
Siddhsntsm” has not only
mede a deep study of the
Salva religion but has
algo taugbs it for several
years, and his eminent
scholarship is é&qoalled
oot enly by bis will to
conform his life to the
knowlege be acquires. A
bock on Ssirism from bis
pem must, therefore, be &
boon to all of us,

The first half of the
book gives & lucid expoesi-
tion of the Saiva religion
and the second half forms
a comp'ete guvide to the
study of Siva Gnana-Sid-
diar. Throvghoat the
bo: k, every opportunity
is seized to mess the at
tacks made om Saivism by
1npocent foreignere, igno=
rant oritics, and ipterest.
ed peliticisns Max Muller
never had amy opportu-
pity of knowing the value
of Omkars, and if he ealls
it cbaff we canpbet blame
bim. He is 88 inpocent as
the infant which wallows
on bis owm evsouatiom.

X b & x

The Saivite lsaders of
the 2on - Brabmin move.
ment have ron amok oo
the Vedas and Agamas on
the grourd that they sze
in Samskrit, which, scoor-
disg to them, was 8he
lapguage of the Brahmias.
To find a parallel te tbis
we must go to Admi al
Rhbozhdovensky, whoe (i1
my memory is Bo$ treach-
erous ) some forty yesrs
ago destroyed a fleet of
trawlers in the English
Chanpel, mistaking 1 for
the Japanese Navy. First
of all, Banskrit was pever
s spoken langnege, It was
the language of the Shast-
ras throughout India, and
the spoken language oor-
respondiog to it was tke
Prakrit. Secondly even if
Sanskrit had beem ths
language of & oountry, it
would have been spoken
by ell classes of people
ingluding the Panchamas
The ostepsible reasons

d |given by the non-Brahmin |

igaders for disowing the
Vedas are thas they offer

FREFACE TO THE FIRST
EDITION

8ri Sivapadesund-rampillai Centemsry is due
The following extract from
the Preface by this learned Saiva Seholar to the
Firs¢ Edition of “The Elements of Saiva Bid-
by & Secience Graduste is being re.
“ Hindu Organ”’
to co-ordinating all the writinge of Sri Pillai]

with a view

worship mot to God bup

to such beings as imdra.
Mitra and Vsruna, that
they advoeate flesh eating
and enimal sacrifiee, and
that they give no ksow.
ledge which cannot beg
acqured by ordinary mor-
tals. Bat the wvery firss
Mandslam of Rig Veda
(1-22-164 says, “ He is
oneg; but the wise call
Him by differeat pames
such as lndra, Mitra,
Veruna, Agni, Divys...”
Swami Dayanand Sarae-
wati gives a list of ome
baudred such names, and
shows that etymolegisslly
they denote God. As re-
gards flesh - eating and
snimsl sacrifice, it is only
acoording to Sayana and
men like bim bthat they
fiod & plaocs in some of
the Vedas. Swami Daya-
nsod has shown "the hole
lowness of their interpret-
ation snd hss conolusively
proved that the Vedas
condemn  flash - eaging
Even sccording to Ss
yans, the horse of the
Aswamedba is Dot alaugh-
tered but is les looee with-
out any lnjary.

Io the firsh part of the
book dealing with the
fundamenials of daivism,
the aulhor draws speoial
attention $o ocertain as-
pects of it o which pre-
vious  writers have mob
given the importance Shey
deserve. One of Shese fs
the wmeterly attitude of

Baivism to all other rell‘

gions, Just as in & school,
all the clasees are good
fur those who are plasced
in them, 80, the varisus
religicos are goed for
those Qualified for them
snd form the ruogs of a
ladder which takes one 80
the highest Truth asd
Bliss, In dealing with
advaitam he puts an end
to the controversy that
has been reging over it
by concluding shay it
could be oomprehended
ooly at the stage of res-
lisation Just se the re-
lation between X apd ¥
cannot be known if they
sre themselves upknown,

{continucd on page 3)
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