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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED

Qmé e p whSod o pridy ore

BBERT p wsPri @QSFpd %y,

Grss@ex D mEFT > Haussr FmCmafl;

HBEBer p WEPd (3@ 6w > sTCor,
There are seven thousand (or seven crores of
 Mantiras, there is none equal to this ~Asabha Maoti-
ram.) These Mantiras constitute the Hely Body of
the Lord. Thus are the Mantiras (to be understood )

This reminds us of the glories of the Omkaram
sung in practieally every one of the pre-historic Upa-
pishads generslly, and more partienlarly in the Ath-
arva Sikba and the Mandukya Upanishads, ( Vide
Vedsnta Mocla Saram, Chapters IV and V), and
in the Tamil Devarsm, Tiruvachekam and other
sacred books, :

#nda @rgan

Friday. 6th Aungust, 1977.

PILGRIMS’ FOOT PRINTS

‘The devotional pilgrimage of more than a
hundred devotees performed annually from the
holy premises of historic Nallur to the ballowed
precincts of ancient Mantai must certainly have
created a significant spiritnal impact oo the sixty-
foor mile route. For twenty-two yesrs in un-
broken succession this band of men apd women,
young and old, has year after year journeyed to
several sacred places before reaching the revered
Thiruketheeswaram covering hamlets, villages and
towns across paddy fields, waste-lands, plains,
gbrubby woods, thick jungles, cultivation and
palm groves chanting Holy Hymns and repeating
saored Mantirams. This act of religious devction
has & manifold potential; it, while winning the
Blessings of Providence, inspires all those parti-
cipants, hoste and even uncoucerned on- lookers,
with a silent emotional feeling that urges more
religiousnese,

The spontangous awskening of religicusness
in these areas that have been hallowed by the
frequent imprint of the feet of several pilgrims
must have acquired sufficient momentum to en-
able the re-habilitation of the entire area exten-
ding from Poonakary, Pallavarayar - kaddu and
Mantai restoring it to ite ancisnt glory — the
Granary of North- West llankai. The hundreds
of temples, tanks, madams and other places of
public utility that made these parts attragtive
o foreign travellers who oalled on the Port of
Mathottam, remain revitalized and ready to be
reorganized for regular unse. Colonising units have
gained coursge o much that they could mow
begin to make their ocontribution to the rehabi-
litation in a marked mabner.

, -However, the access f{rom the Peninsula to
Punakary and the system of transport there—from
to Mantai bhave to be made more helpful. The
gompletion of the Causeway between Keraitivu
and Chankapiddy is urgently needed, And equslly
essential is the strepgthening of the omni bus
service. Time is as precious as the pecessaries
of life. Lost time cannot be regained, mor can
missed opportuvities be made available again,

Self suffieiency in food, clo'hing and ghelter
is the immediate goal of the New Government.
If Poonaksry and Mantai, having the history of
agricultural beritage, can help the attainment of
such a progranme why should pot that possibility
be examined and executed as part of the scheme
of patioual revival,

Prof. Jean Filliozat, a
wor!d famous Indologist.
a foupder and President
of the International Asso-
ciation for Tamil Re-
search, Professor College
de Frapce and Director
[ostitut francais d' Indo-
logic Pondioherry visited
Jaffna during hbis short
stay in Sri Lanka on his
way to Pondicherry. He
was at the Jaffna Campus
on the 26th of July and
delivered an interesting
and instructive lecturs on
“ Recent '[rends in Indo-
logical Studirs”’

At the outset, he briefly
referred to the European
intcrest in universal his
tory during the 18th Ceo-
tury and later developed
his theme with special
reference to the contribo-
tiops of the French Sav
ants to Imdological Stud-
ies, especially in Liter-
atnro, History, Archseoc-
logy ard Religion Among
the others, he referred to
the contributions of de
la Valiee Poussin, Sylven
Levi and Maridas Pillai
from Tamil Nadu.

ence to the importance of
Sanskrit as tbe link lan-
guage of not only South
Agia but South East Asia
from about the Christiap
Era down to the 15th
Century A. D. Sanpskrit
bad been studied and
used by a secti'n of the
people of all the coun-
triecs from Central Asia
to South East Asia. He
also referred to the recon-
struction of Seanskrit Bud-
dhist texts f.om their
Chinese tramslations as
the originals had been
lost- He also referrcd to
the Sanskrit and Tamil
vestiges in South East
Asia in the Vogabulary of
Basha Indonesia — worde
like Appam and Agame
(the latter is used im the
sense of religion.)

Continuing further, the
Professor stressed the im-
portance oi Ssnskrit in
relation to the Modern
Indian languages whether
IndosAryan or Dravidian.
Regarding . the  other
South Asisn languages.
he mede pariicular refer-
ence to the development
of the Tamil languags
from the days of the San-
gam sge down to modern
times He also referred
to the rapid changes in
the evolution of the Tamil

gentury. He also said
that the use of the spoken
lapgusage in literary works

: was . poteworthy. This
The Koot Prints of the Pilgrim . Thinus|trend, wae slready notice-
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‘A PLEA FOR THE STUDY
" OF LANGUAGES
© A BETTER UNDERSTANDING

warde. Speaking further,
he stressed the value of
the study of more then
one lapguage for a better
understanding of the cal-
tures of the people *The
Ioter-disciplinary = Study
shou'd be engoaraged’’,
he contented. Further, be
mads particular mention
of the contribations of
the Tamils in the develop-
ment of the caltare of
South - East Asia.

After the lecture, 8
lively discussion follewed.
During this time, he re
ferred to the specific con-
tributions that are being
made by the French Iosti-
tute at Pondicherry to
the study saod pablics-
tions of the Saiva Aga
mss, architecture, sculp-
ture, psinting and Tamil
Studies.

It is to be noted that
Professor Jean Filliczat
was a Doctor of Medicine
to start with, tne of His
outstanding contributiong
on the study of the Ayur-
veda from the point o}
view of Western Medicive
is noteworthy, From the
gtudy of the sources of
Ayurveda, he became in-
tercsted in Sanskiis and
other fislda of Indisn
Studies subsequently.

During his short stay
in Jaffona, he visited Kan-
tarodai and a few other

places of historical inter-

ests, He was mnch faseci-
pated by the palmyrab
palms which be described
as © very beautiful”
He m t the members of
the Jaffns Archaeologicsl
Society also.

Professor Indrapala
Returns from Japan

Professor K. Indrapala
who has been away for &
year, on his sebbatiosl
leave has returned to
Jaffna Campus recently
from Japan He had gone
to Japan on scholarship
offered by the dJapanese
Foundation and dering
bie stay there be studied
she Japanese language and
culture For some time,
he was Visiting Professor
of History st the Tokyo
Uuiversity, O2a his retu:n,
he esm® via Indencesia,
Malaysia and India visit
ing places of h.storical
and archaelogical interes .

The Supreme Deity
and its Spiritual
Power

( Here is a very elucidating
study by Sir P Ramanathan
on our Rellgion. This formed
the notes appended to the
«Ramayana briefly told in
English’* by Lacy Rana-
nathan )

{continued from 29-7-77)

‘I'bis supposition is root-
ed in the error that the
terms denote bodily diff-
erence dependent upon
parentage. Wwhereas the
troth is that they denote
definite congenital, men-
tal snd moral phases,
which In English sre
anderstood as *‘gcod cha-
racter.”

The characteristics of
a '"Brahmauoan’ sre un-
swerving recogpition of
Ged as the ruler of the
aniverse, the punisher of
the wicked and the re-
warder of the good; devo-
tion to the righteousness,
called Tharmam; and re-
cognition of the truth
that peither his body oor
his sepseg, nor his mind,
por his intellect is bhim-
gelf, that bis Athma -
Spirit is his true self, tbas
his senses, his mind and
intellect are his ibstru-

ments of knoweldge, that~
bis speech, bands, feet,

etc,, arg his iostruments
of action, that his body
18 the fleshly and fleeting
home wherein hissoul re-
sides temporarily together
with his instroments of
knowledge snd action, and
that everything  in life

must be subordinated to |

the daty of keeping the
gpirit pure and boly, 8o
as to make i azoceptable
to God. e

A Kshathriyan is al
one who beiieyes in God
snd in Tharmau, but is
qaite convinced -that he
shouid wakefully and rea-
dily do his doty of pro-
tecting the good and pun-
ishing the wicked, even
at tho risk of losing life,
limb aad property. He is,
therefore, eaid to be.a
paropakati, or one who i8
pubiic-epirited.

A Vaishyan also bee
lieves in God and ie Thar-
mam b t he loves to ac-
cumalate wealth in the
form of lands, cattle,
money, jewels, efo. Kor
shis purpose he is [bent
on pursuits of agricultare
and trade. He is vsry
strict in the transaction
of his husiness, seldom
inclined: to part with a
thing withous getiing ite
value back in some way.,
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