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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED
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When (the Devas got alarmed and prayed to the
Letrd) saying that the world was losing its balance
and heading for destruction by swayiog (t0 the
Norh), the Lord called Agastiyar, who performed
bis austerities standing in the middle of the f re,
and ordered him to go and remain in the (gouthern
part of the) world which was rising fast.

Yindn Qrgan

Friday. 9th September, 1977.

WEATHERING THE WILD STORM

The oloudiness and the cyclonic conditions
that prevailed ip society seem to have ceased
for the present. Thc plople have weathered the
gtorm in the only way open to them by suffer-
ering all the time.

Before anyone ean began to analyse the sita-
ation amd study the causes and effects of 8
sudden sxplosion in social morality, the supreme
peed of the present is to take immediate steps
to rehabilitate the refugees, It is Do easy
task to make the large numbers of pereons who
have sought shelter in the North from the par-
suit of danger elsewhere find, in a hurry; com-
fort and oonsolation in the various camps of
bospitality, Loss of life is a matter that is
beyond the comprehension of humans, But the
injuries inflicted on unarmed people require the
most expeditions and expert attention.

Then there is the damage to p.operty and
other earthly possessions that are the only
means of sustenance. Think of the commercial
establishments. which have been reduced to ashes,
‘Ponder over the economic ruin of psople 'who
had built up a living by the sweat of their
brows. KEven if the rabble were on the ram-
page, the Governmest must bear the responei-
bility for the destruection of property, It is this
aspeot of the problem that has to be looked into
as a preliminary step in the solving of the
difficuities of the evacuees. An accurate survey
of the lossess has to be prepared and scruti-
nized by -competent authorities w th the assist-
ance of the representatives of tho people.

The next step I8 the more important one —
the means to make amends for the losses. Thlis
is a big issue =necvertheless of immediate con-
gcern, The planning of the future for those who
have been foreibly displaced or induced to leave
their homes by force of threatening circumstan-
ces has to be dome with keen insight into ex
isting corditions. For this purpose there ghould
be cullaboration of the adminpistrative authorities
with tbe people’s representatives at every turn.

Seminar on Spiritual Heritage and
' Contemporary Living

The Chinmaya Mission, Mény religious and spi-

September 9, 1917

Centenary of

In commencing a
gignificance of
literary genius,
of letters io
Coomsaraswamy of
in this isecue

the scion

series of articles
the cccasion of the Centenary cf a

a Celebrated

Ceylonese

Dr. A. K. Coomaraswamy — Distinguished
" Scholar and Author '

on the

of a distinguished family

our Island — Dr. Apanda Kentish
revered memory, we reproduce
s review by Whitall N. Perry, of

the Life and Writings of Sir Muttu Coomeraswamy,
the equally reputed father of Dr, A K Coomara-
swamy written by S. Durai Raja Singam of Malaysia
— a fervent admirer and enterprising biographer of
Dr. A, K. Coomaraswamy.

Bharatiya Vidys Bhavan
and some other leading
organizations propose §o
jointly organise & Seminar
on Ootober 21, 22, & 23,
1977, in Bombay. The
gubject of the Seminar
will be ‘Ouar Spiritual
Heritage and Contempor-
pry Living,'

ritual leaders, philosoph-
ers and thinkers, 'ndust-
rialists and labour leaders,
educationists and journae
lists will be participationg
in the Deminar which will
make a genuine effort of
identify the prebldmiciteas

“With interminable slow-
pess the cortege threaded
its way through the Cey-
lonese dawn, the team of
horses—drawing a pagoda-
shaped catafalque festoon-
ed with bapners—pericdi-
oally haviog to halt while
fresh stretches cf the
white cotton ocleth were
unrolled before their path.
In the wake filed a stream
of people — many holding
flags aloft-—including bigh
government officials and
Earopean and Asian cot-
ables. The three-mile car-
peted precession from a
Colombo residence took
two hours to the Hindu
Cremation groumd, where
once arrived, it made
three c¢ircuits around a
pyre composed of cart-
loads of precious sandal-
wood, upon which the cof-
fin was then placed, and
the pyre Igoited with ghee
to the accompaniment of
pipe and tcm-tom. And
thus on the fifth of May,
1879, were the last earthly
honours performed on be-
haif of Ceylon’s foremost
Tamil citizen of the day,
Sir Muttu Coomaraswamy,
a Saivite Hindu from
Jaifna, who Dot only was
an eminent anthority on
the Saiva Siddhanta and

gkilled traslator into Eng-
liesh of Tamil, Hinda and
Pali Buddhist texts, but
who through an extraordi-
nary destiny was to be-
come the first Hindu to be
admitted to the Hoglish
bar, at Lincoln’s [on—a
man intimate with Lord
Palmerston, Ben jamio.
Disraeli, Rionard Monck-
ton Milues, and Bapjamin
Jowett, and ordained to

War - at the deit’y shrine
at Kataragams, Ceylon
(now called Sri Lanka)s
A'ihouzh renking betweean
ths Bralmin apnd Kshate
‘triya castes, the family
like many Dravidians
comes under the heading
panchams, -*fifth,” which
comprehends varicus eth-
nic groups ountside of the
four ms or caste divisions
and the Coomarzswamy’s
ars in reality high-caste
Vellalas—originally an

besome land - owners. Sir
Muttu, of course, techni-
cally lost caste status om
leaving Indian soil.

But he felt a calling to
win the West to a better
appreeiation of Oriental
values than colonialism
bothered to eoffer. And
thus, after a brilliant
‘earecr as a student in
‘Tamil, Sinhalese, Pali,
lLatin, Greek, and Eaglish

| (he spparently knew Ger.

,lman and French as well)

—followed by an oa'stan-

agricaltural class of Tamils -

be knighted by Q ieen Vic-{ding térn as an Advooate
toria. It was at the height of the Supreme Court sand
of this career that he was|later as a Member of the

cat off —by Bright’s dis®
ease—ab the age of forty-
five, four years after his
matriage to Elizabeth
Clay Beebe of an old
English family in Kent,
and less than two years
after the birth of hisce e
brated son Asspda (Coo-
maragwamy (it had also
been his fate to lose his
own father before turning
three.) Both wifeand child
were in Hogland at the
time he died—the very
day he was expected to
sail again for that country.

Sir Muttu was descend-
ed from an aristocratic
family whose nawme derives
from Skanda Kumara be-
ing the appellation given

to Kartikeya—the God of

As this needs enntipued
follow-up action the Semi-
nary wovuld attempt to set
op Standing Committees
to take follow-up action.

The inaugural function
of the Seminar iz to be
held oo the evening of
Qotober 21, which hap-
pene to bs Vijayadasami
Day and will give ap
overall view of the Semi-
nat Theme. The business
sessions will be held on
the next two days.

On the 22nd tke first
gession will be on “Our
Spiritual Heritage and
Family Life."” The second
gession will be on Contem-
porary Living, Industria.
lisation and the third ses-
gions will be on Education
end Trainiog, The study
groups will be formed at
the end of the third ses-
siol and their meetings
will be hetd §ill late in

88 118818812 Foundati

and suggest remedisd ol
BuIes,

m.Qtheagsl) tha natady
group reports will be pre-

.sented during the fourth

gession. An open house
discussion on the recom-
mendations and formation
of the Standing Commits
tees, will be held daring
gession five. Session 8iX
will be the conocluding
session.

Aay organisation or
individual who feels he
can gontribute to the pro-
ceedings is welcome as
co-sponsor or “delegate.
For any further informa-
tion, Shri M, 8. Nagara-
jan, Convener of the Semi-
par, may be contacted.
He ie the Director, Am-
phetromix Ltd, Poona,
411, 926,

Liegislative Council, sll
the while pursuing his
metraphysical,
pbi.esophicai, olassical,
and politicat studies - ha
departed on his first trip
to Europe at the sge of
twenty-eight.

“In sppearance,”’ writes
hfs biographer, *Muttu
Coomaraswamy wa8 man
‘of distinguished wmien.'
His costume, a long coat
of a plain light colour,
more often white, extend-
ing from the neck down
to the knees, with a gold-
laced turban oo his head
of curly hair,” made him
look very much like a
fabled prince of an East-
ern land, He wore a gold
chain round the neck with
a pendant decorated by a
star in brilliants, Hig
thick flowing beard rea-
ching 8lmost his chest,
bis cbaracteristic
with his left band resting
og the table and his right
banod outstretched when®
ever he emphasized a
point in the topic of die-
cussion, his perfeot com-
mand of the Knglish lan-
guage, the intonation and
modulation of his musiocal
voice presented altogether
s vivid personality.”

WaiTaLL N. PERRY
— Spring 1976,

(To be continued)
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