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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED

isgh GG, sui G T et 6o 6Bt LT 4
uridHmb gdifian, LpbGUTHST Gunppe aw,
Gait. 5 o_emL 7] gz @R o awemian liar,
a1bme s®IbHEN Ty s1od 258G

Oh! ye who are (hungry and) anxious to eat,
don’t be in a burry, give food to all (who peed it.)
Do not differentiate between friends and strangers.
Look out for guests bafore you eat. Pray note bow
orows oall in others to participate in their meals.
Do not eat rotten or decayed food.

SOME ASPECTS OF THE
HISTORY OF THE NALLUR
KANDASWAMY TEMPLE

Nallor is a place of great histor.cal, archaeo-
logical, cultursl and religious significance. It was
the eapltal city of the Tamil Kings who dominp-
ated the Northern part of Sri Lanka from the
13th to the 17th Centory A, D As a capital
city, it was adorned with palaces and big tem-
ples. Unfortunately, due to the vandaliem of tbe
Portugaese, almost all the buildings had disap-

Friday. 16th September, 1977.

BALANCE OF MIND BACK

TO NO

Aberration of the mi
ment. which
about moral slip
of & countrys
path had resulted i
stood epurned, rig
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wegk c¢f August
been the outcome of sev
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keep their bal-

Leiter to the Editor

Commission of |

Bir,

The “Hindu Organ” in
itg issue of August 19, has
rightly oslled for investi-
gation into the ourrent
unfortupete events in Sri
Lanka. The matter re-
quires appviniment of »
Commissisn of represent-
ative, competent, dispas-
sionate and svitable per-
gons to go fully into all
connected oircumstanees,
analyse the situation and
express its opiRioD snd
make recommendations
relating to the psst, pre-
gent, and futare. At least
seven such persons should
be in the Commissie®, the
ideal number would be
mine, taking into sccount,
the gravity of the situ-
ation and the issues and
interests involved. We sre
well sware that in ordi-
naiy Assize Court oases, &
Jury of seyen functions.
In importent cases before
the Appeal Court, five to
seven Judges are appoini®
ed, The oircumstances and
happenings in the present
unbhepp

grigis warrant

nquiry Wanted

deration in al!l respects,
legal, moral, and political
than the oiroumstances
which regquire Trial by
Juary of seven or bearing
by a Full Bench of the
Higbeet Law Court in the
coantry.

Further, the Commission
must be empowered
with the fullest possible
powere, including record-
ing of evidence from all
persous whatsoever and to
sllow lawyers to appear.
Even doring the Martial
Law Days of 1915 in Bri
Lanka, lawyers were al-
lowed to appesr; amd 1
believe at the inquiry in
relation to be Punjab
Riots in India, lawyers
ineluding Shri Motilal

R. Das appeared,

very mueh greator conei-

lawyers whe appeared.

Nehru and Desabaadu C.

S. SIVASUBRAMANIAM

P S During the Martial
Law lrquiries in 8ri Lanka
the famous British lawyer
Mr. Eardley Norton and
our redoubtable country-
man Mr. H. A. POgandra-
gegars were amiong bk

peared.
work of t
of Nallur ad follows:

“ Yappa patuna (Jaffea)
which consists of stasely
buildings decorated with
golden flags snd which
gsheds an extraordinary
brilliance on account of
its valuable gems and
gems glinting .everywhere
and which in point ef
splendour and charm esn
ba oompared omly to the
city of Alakamanda of
God Vaisravapa.” Evid-
ently, the original Kanda-
swamy Temple also is in-
oluded im this description.

Muroga worship is of
great antiquity in India
ag well as in Sri Lanka.
Katsragama in the South-
ern Sri Lanka is a famens
centre of Muruga worship
In Northern Sri Laoks,
the two historic temples
of the God Murga at
Maviddapuram and Nallur
are equally important.

P.obably founded - by
the scions of the Arya-
sakravarthy family by
about the 13th Century
A.D. and later enlarged or
rebuilt by Sapul Kumas
ts{‘a (later Bhuvaneha-
bahu ), this was enjoying
roysl pstronage and was
a temple of great signifi-
cance, when the Porfu-
guese came to Jeffna io
16th century. More than
one Portuguese writer has
refered to the temples at
Nallar. One may ocite
Fr, Queyroz in psarti
onlar. He had referred to
a bg temple which was
used by the Portuguese as
a huge barrack for some
time. Probably, shis was
the original Kandaswamy
Temple which was later
raged %0 the ground.

\ ]

The Tamil literary soure
ces refer to five import-
ant temples built in the
former Nsllur gity. The
Kandaswamy temple is
one of them, Most of
these temples are referred
to in the Portuguese soar-
ces too. Originally, this
Murugan temple was in
all probability built near
the present day Yamunari
at Sankilithoppu, Thbe
people of Jaffna were
muoh attached $o this
temple and a Portuguese
writer bad said that they
were prepared to give
anything, il the Portuo-
guese did not demolisk it,
But it was in valn.

DyTie O @ateriais0 of delite
‘Badovhricueothes ampies
end palaces Worg aleo veed

Kokilasandesaya,
he 15th century desoribes the beauty

s Sinhaless literary

by the Portuguese fto
build their own houges
and the Fort in Jeaffoa.
Some lotus stones bad
been neted 1n Jaffns Fort,
Twe pillars also were
found at this place, One
of shese, with an inscrip-
tion of Rsjeudra Chola I
is kept io the Jaffos
Museam, Two imsges of
the Goddesses Theiva
yanai and Valli the con-
sorts of the God Murugs
were accidentally found
at the Pootharayatkulem
and are Kept at the pre-

Centenary

|of a Celebrated

Ceylonese

Dr. A K Coomaraswamy
- Distinguished Scholar
and Author

(continued from 9-9-78)

Given his qualities, it
wag inevitable that te
would be lioniz«d by Lon-
don society—somewhat in
the way that his son wss
to be pursuzd durlng his
early years in Boston. One
can pictare him seated a
Lord Houghton’s tsble,
with perbaps lennyson or
Herbert Speneer or Swin-
barne present, and divert-
ing the guests with E :st-
ern observations on West-
ern customs and manners,
sometimes pumctuating bis
discourse with spontane-
ous outbursts of scng—
Eoglish or Tamil, folk or
religious.

Upon returing to . his
homeland, Sir Mautta
plunged ioto legizlative
aoctivity promotiog the

sent temple,

The present temple was
founded in the early 18:h,
century, during this'
period ef the Dutch rule.;
Thls temple graduaily,
grew into great sigpifi-
cance and has attached a
large number of devotees
all over Sri Lanks This
is roted for the punctau-
lity in poojas and 1n she
festivals.

Pious, poets and writers
have described the great-
ness of the God enshrined)
he¢re. The Baint Arupa-
kirinathar the famous
composer of the aoul-
stirring aad melodious
* Thiruppukal ” has gom
posed ome somg on &he
Murugs ensbrined here,
Whatever the antiquity,
the popularity of the tem-
ple and devotios of the
people are remarkable,

interests of the Ceylonege
Hindu, DBaddhist, and
I-lemic communities. 1t
wes in appreciation of hls
services to reconeile con-
flicting interests in Ceylon
and at the same time fur.
ther a beiter relationship
with the West, a8 also in
recognition of bhis Ori-
ental soholarship, that the
title Knight Bachelor was
conferred upomn Mauttn
Coomaraswamy during
his second visit to Emg-

.lend, in 1874,

Sri Singam has presente
ed us with & biographiesl
ocollectanes, including Dok
only photographic docu- |
monts, cutsings from jour- -
nals, estraots of speeches,
and aneodotsl memoirs.

WaiTar N PEsry
— Spring 1976,

(To be continued)

Professor Vithiyanandan is Appointed
President of the Jaffna Campus

~Professor S. Vithiyanao-
dan, Senior Professor of
Tam | has been appeinted
President of the Jaffpa
Cempuse He assumed
duties on the 29th August,
after a special pooja at
the Parsmeshwaran Tem-
ple, in toe Thirunelvely
premiges and met merc-
bers of the Agademic and

pop-Academic staff and
solicitang their oc-oper-
ation.

Prof. Vithiyenandan has
been in the Univereity
geivige for over 30 years
apd has taught a number
of studeots. DBeeides, he,

bas guided several re-
search
plete their M. A, & Ph. D.
degrees. He has several
publications to his credit.
And has done a lot to re-
vive the Tamil folk drama
and dances. He himself
has successfully produged
a pumber of Tsmil plays
He 158 also the Prevident of
the lnternational Aseocie
ation for Tamil Research,
Sri Lanka (Branch). He is
s studenm: of Swawi Vipu-
lananda and Prof. K. Kana-
pathyppilisi. He is & pious
Hindu amd is an agtive
member of several Hinda .
organizations in Bri Lauka
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Beiven-ig-Cuinr B. N, Qivarinagagan

students to ocome -



