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2 New Professors
Appointed to the
Jaffna Campus

Mr 8. Rajaratnem (Head
of the Department of Eco-
nomics, Peradeniya Cam-
pus) has been appointed
as Profersor of Ecosomics,
Jafina Campus. He assum-
ed duties as the Professor
of Economics in Aungust.

—Dr. 8. Selvanayagam,
formerly Senior Lecturer
in Geography, Peradeniys
and subsequently reader
in Geogrephy at the Uni-
vergsity of Nigeria), has
been appointed Professor
of Geography, Jaffna Com-
pus. He assumed duties
as the Professor of ‘Geo-
graphy this month.

Both the Professors are
devout Hindus and their
appointments o two of
the important depart-
ments enrich the Jaffna
Campus.
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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED

L o@Bn goyd @naltar Caugir,
w3 Cn B%muflar, B0t G0, BIED 3o,
Qe Bp ystad @alw, HDA55535
B Gp WxQup Bidrbg 2 wifiSer.

(God aud you are) verily of onme family, clan
or genus, both being Chit or sentient entities, as
distinguished from matter which is iosentient, (But)
God is one only. Concentrate your thoughts onp
Him without blushifg. There is no good to be
gained by going astray (unabsghedly thinking of
other so-called gods.) Save yourself by meditat-
ing on Him enshrining Him firmly in your heart.
The (sgonies ef ) Death will not afflict you

Finda Organ

Friday. 28th October, 1977.

COMBINED CONTRIBUTION

. What bas the United Nations
of world-wide fame achieved; how far
establishment gone in the promised msrch forward
to bring about universal good - will ? . Without
waiting for answers let us eXpress our opinfon
sbout the need for the existence of a comity of
pations for what it is worth. :

Organization
bas this

Deoades have elapsed eimce that memorable
day whes due to exbaistion as the result of a
woeful war nations triumphant and trounced alike
thought it wise to get together, if mot for any-
thing, at least to forget all ideas of a future
fighting among ocountries. It wae just like storm
tossed ships seeking shelter at the garliest to
scheme plans for fuature safety. Therefore, the
peed for a central organisation was there,

For some years the victorious nations were
induced to view with pride their achievements
in the war fronts and to establish among them-
selves s formidable peace front with wide powers
of diotatorial admipistration of affairs pertaining
to the future welfare of the people of the world
as & whole. However, the trend of thought smong
the ordinsry members of .the mighty organization
soon began to be felt, with the result, that their
voices too became not merely sudible but also
impressive, And thus today the U, N. O.is really
s full - fledged establishment representiog almost
the emtire world. -

By united effort is meant combined oontri
_bution of ideas at @ central foram. And the
U. N. O. has aoquired pride of place as the top-
‘most debating society. Pious resolutions on sub-
jeots rapgicg from outer space “to inmer ecm-
 motion have been placed on' record. All these
achicvements have also meant s huge expenditure
of hard earned money of the member - nations,
And bow cam anyone question the need for the
. Ut N. Oo? ;

Let the U.N. O. go on for ever, shedding
the light of lofty thoughts, making moral might
mightier than ever before. If, however, members
~ fail to benefit by these deliberations, the fauls

cannot be with the organization.

Humenity may gramble that hijackiog has
not been baulted by thie Highest Tribunal. But
the high-handedness -of the hijaeker is perhaps
beyond the oapacity of this Comity of Nations,
1f, however, there comes a day whep hijacklng
becomes a forgotten feat, then oerhﬁ'l eqbe)

HINDU ORGAN

' THE GREAT AMBIKAI
S L Bv. Y. Bivadamy, Bsq :

The worship of the Great Ambikai (Mother-
Goddess ) is as ‘'oid as human . civliza‘'ion itse'f
As one goes through the pages of the his'ory oi
ancient civilization all over the Anciest World
one will note the worship of the Mother God-
dess as a wonderful phepomenon. She was wor-
shipped under various Dames in Egypt, Crete,
Mesopotamis, Anpatolia Mexieo, Peru and. India.
But, whereas, the cait of the Mother Goddess
had either disappeared or dwindled into 1nosigni-
ficange, it continues in full glory in the Southern

U. N, 0. will be able to wield its WeigBty"pewerd
for the gommon weal of the whole world.

parts of Asis especally io India and B8ri Lanka

Right from the dawn
of History, if not earlier,
tman had thomght of the
gupreme Being as male or
female or in both forms
in the light of bis own
experience. The copcept
of God as a loving Fath-
er or a loving Mother is
common to all the great
religions of the world.

In Hinduism God is con-
ceived as having a form
(Saguna) or mot (Nirguna).
The Saguna oconcept of
Godhead is very popular.
He is known by various

pames as Siva, Brahmas,
Vishnu, Pillaiyar ‘and
Muruka In terms of the

Female Supreme Being,
she iz known by several
pames like Parvati,
Kemakhya, Kamaksi,
Minaksi, Laksmi and Sar-
asvati. Of the six schools
of Hinduism, Saktism
gives the most pre-emin-
ent place to the Mother-
Goddess. .

In Baivism, Siva and
Sakti are given sn equal
gtatus. The Ardhanaris-
vara (balf Siva and half
Uma® form of Siva ole-
arly indicates this idea.
This is best expressed by
the poet Kalidass who ir

his Kaghuvamsa says that

tiva and Parvati are to-
gether (and inseparable)
like the word and it's
meaning. Sithivar says
that the Lord Siva does
not function without the
Saktl (Fs9devpis Sa
BHev&%v) More than one
Saiva Saint has empha-
gized the fact that the
divine couple is a coun-
terpart of the human
couple and the cosmic
parents (Siva and Sekti
are go, for the preserva
tlon of all the beings of
the universe. Adi San-
kara in bis Soundarya
Lahiri clearly brings ont
the supreme position of
the Devi in beautiful
composiione. In the fiist
verse -itself, he says that
even Sive canpct func-
tion without the Devi and
goes to proclaim that ghe
is above the Trinity —
Brahma, Visnu and Biva.

There are various
festivals, in bonour of
the many manifestations
of the Supreme Deing,
celebrated through-out
the year. Of the Efesti-
vals in henour of the
Sakti, the foar Navarat.
ris are important in pare
thianlghagt F eusaelatiape
RafsdcNaveehtriigelebrat-
gd during BSeptember —

.most important one,

October and the Vasants
Navaratri celebrated duar-
ing April - March are more
popular, of these two, the
Sarad Navatatri, is the
This
is so-called as it takes
place during the Sarad
seagon. It is aleo interest-
ing to note that Sarada
is pame fcr the Goddess
Sarasvati who is an aspect
of the Devi. Thbe Sarad
Navaratri goes on fer nine
pights daring the bright
half of the moath Parattati.
gometimes, this i8 extend-
ed to early Aippasi, as
this year. Eich of the
three nights are devoted
to one of three mani-
festations of the Great
Ambika as the Goddess
Durgs, the Goddess Lak-
smi and the Goddess
Sarasvati, These three
are the presiding deities
over valour, wealth and
learning. These three are
n eded for every- human
being. Valour does not
merely mean victory in
war, It represents  the
moral strength needed for
the spiritmal progress of
man, Accgording to the
Puranas, the buffalo.
beaded Asura Mahisasura
was destroyed by the
Goddess Sarasvati on the
tenth day. It is important
to note that what were
valour and wealth could
mot aobieve is achieved
by means of koowledge.
This iodicates the sup-
eriority of learning over
everything. It also shows
that valour and wealth
have their relevant sigoi
ficange in the life of an
iadividual. Like many
other festivale, this is more
than a festival, 1t has &
religious, soclological, cul
tural and philosopbical
significance. In fact, 1n
a sense, it also repre-
sents a ‘oollective cul*
sural effervescence’ of
the people, &8s they cele-
brate some of the basio
ideals of life cherished

by their ancestors, during

this period. These con-
tinue to ingpire the later
generations down to our

‘times, as pointed out by

a recent scholar, * there

is no society which &b
ope time or another does
not organize publie cele-

brations desigoed to mark

important religious, civic
or cultcral events. Feasts
played a role in the past.
and nowadays there is a
new interest in their
sogio-ocultural fupction as
the quest for self-iden-
tity and self-assertion un-
felds in modern ocieties.”

Like several other festi-
vals. Navaratri too bas
its own symbolic signifi-
cance, which is explained
in Puranic stories. Some
of the stories might con-
tain historical kernel.or
changes in natuial condi-
tions noted and celebrat-
ed by the anocient man in
this part of the world.
The Puranikas wanted to
explain the vigtory of
light over darkness, in
the story of Mahisasura.
Though this -festival goes
on for nine npights, the
last three days set apark
for the Goddess Sarasvati
assume greater import-
ance and tkis is celebrated
in  all places — homes,
educitional ipstitutions,
workshops and other
plages of work,

Ag it is a very popular
festival, it has inspired
many & poet and sculptos

The concept of the"
Mother Goddees playing -

Veena or an embodiment
of the BSapta Svaras of
Indian musie or epjoying
gapgita is a popalar
theme After the con-
quest of Mahisasura, Devi
is called Mahisasura
Sudani or Mahisasura
Mathani. Of the Sanskrit
compesitions on Devi, one
may refer to the Syamala
Dapndakam, Syamala
Navaratna Ma'ika, Soun-
darya Lahiri, Lskemi
Astabam,

tram and several other

works, Among the liter °

ary works in Tamil o=
may refer to the Ssk' .
Kalavalli Malai, Saras-
vati Antati, Abhbirami
Antati etc The concept
of God ss the Mother
has a greater appeal and

acgordingly these works.

are very popular among
the people

AUCTION SALE
1 sball sell by Publio
Auotion the unredeemed
Jewellery Pawaned bet-
ween 1 1-73 and 31-3 76
with Messrs V. K. Rasa-
lingam & Son, “ Vasan-
¢tham,” Manipay, on Sat-
urday, 19-11-1977 com-
mencing at- 9 00 a. m. ab
the szid Pawn Shop.
-V S Cuttipillai,

; Auctioneer. -
“Raja Giri,”
043, K. K S. Road, Jafina.
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