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Mootootambipillai Hemdrial Supplement

THE FIRST TAMIL ENCYCLOPAEDIST

This article by Mr. V. Muttucumaraswamy B A, appeared in the Co-operator
of Nevember 13, 1964 and is being reproduced in this Supplement

An Encyelopaedia is 8 work in which thejof an Enoyclopaedia was| Puranas, Ithihasas ang
various branches of arts or' science or all topics|a'ready there. It was dedi-| literabure. Here the wor

of a particular braoch,

are discussed in alpha-|cated

0  Cumaraswamy |

“ Naval Kottam" should

Kottam. How can ‘ Abhi

betical order, It is a comprehensive summary of|Mudaliyar, the then lead-| be corrected to Navlar

knowledge.

Aristotle, a Greak scho-

lar wss the first to con- |

template writing such a
book, The Chinese had
made a gort of Cyclope-
deia in the tenth eentury.
Someswara, the King of
Kalyan in India wrote
_ ** Abileshi-tharthe Sinthz-
mani ”’ in 1131, a Cyalo-
paedia in the Sanskrit
language. The first Epcy-
clopaedia in Eoglish was
published in 1768 A. D.
It eomprised 5020 Vol-
umes ; and is on exhibi.
tien at the British Mase-
um in London. It is said
that Tharapatha Tharka
of ©aloutta started writ-
ing & kind of Cyclopaedia
called ‘' Vasaspathiam”’
in Sanskrit in 1859 and
completed it in 1899, In
189y Philo Paul compiled
8 "Purans Kethe Nigan-
du” in Malayalam, which
was aleo a Cyclopaedia.

But no such work ap-
peared in Sentamil until
A. Mootootambipillai ef
Navalar Kottam published
his “‘Abhidapa Kcsam
in 1902, from the Navalar
Press, Jaffna. This was a
milestone in Tamil. Tkis
was started in 1888, when
Mootootambipillai, compa-
ratively a young msan of
28, was in Madras running
the Jubilee Press at And-
erson Street, Madras, He
toiled for sixteen years at
this oolossal $ask,

A; Mootootambipillai
halled frem Manipay, At
the age of 22, he hed oros-
sed over to India in 1880.
He had a liberal educa.
tion at the Wesleyan Cen-
tral 8School, whose head
was William Nevine Sid-
smparappillai, the first
man who translated Logic
in Tamil. He was a greas
scholar in Tamil and Eog-
lish. He edited a news-
paper ‘‘Sathiabimany’’ at
Karaikkal in 1884 -

Jaffna wae the home of
Dictionaries. The Ameri-
oan Missionsries gsme
over o Vaddukkoddai and
established the Seminazy
in 1823. The Seminary
produced great men; Jaf-
fuas, in partioular Vaddu-
koddai, became the Athens
of Ceylon The American
Missionaries planned to
bring out & Tamil-English
Dictionary in 1833, Mani
pay was the home of the
American Misgioparies
and their Press was slso

er of the Tamils.

&GS GHAW  BPAwmLd e Hep@iflu b
Qlavd gt Ui jeveugnih
Qep a8 wusat Qs wprHus
suai s, Byt GumiLib
9. WHHSSONNNiToT 20t meir
18 8-4-18 — 19,7 -11 -3

Manipay Dictionary or
the Jaffoa Diotionary,

Rev. Winslow’s Tamil-
English Diet'onary, which
was published in 1862,
was a8 unique one. It conm-
tained all the words which
were published fin the
Dictionaries of Dr. Wil-
gon. Dr. Spaulding and
Rev. Percival.

In the Preface to Wine-
low’s Diotionary, we find
two mames of luminaries
—those who had assisted
bim. Owve is Danigl Caroll
Vyramattu Visvanathapil.
lai, one of the two gradu-
ates who graduated from
the Madras University in
1858. The other is Willi-
em Nevins Muttukumar-
ar BSidamparappillai-—the
Guru of A. Mootootambi-

| pillai.

“ Abidhapa-Kosam ” ig
the first Cyolopaedia in
Tamil. It is something
different from a Diction-
ary. It contains somma-
ries of important persons
in literature in Puranas,
names of kings and sages
poets and philosophers. It

shere.

In 1842, the Mis-!

does not contain facts Jm
Sclence, as could be gl

piomaries published what!ned from a modern BuodyC

~wae later koown as the'slopaedie, But the pugleusi==gulli

In 1910, Singara Velu
Mudaliyar—a Teacher in
Tawil of Pachchaiyappan
College, Madras, publish-
ed the ** Abhidana-tintha
many,”’ which was also a
Cyclopsedia in Tamil.

The + Kalai-Kalanchi-
yam " or an Enoyelopae-
dia in Tamil was publigh-
ed in 1947, by the Madras
Tamil Valarchik Kalagam,
In Vol 1, Page 96, we
find there is reference to
‘’Abidbsna Sinthamany.”
There it s said that al-
though it does mot eon-
tain the facts that may be
found in a modern Engy-
clopaedia. yet this (Abhi»
dhama Sinthamany) is the

first of ite kind $o0 be
written This iz an error.

and not * Abidhana Sin-
thamani,” that should be
a credited as the first
Knoyclopaedia in Tamil.

In the Kalaik-Kalaps
chiyam of Madras Vols
I1l Page 348, there is a
referesce to A. Mootoo-
tembipillai. It says thag
in 1902 A. Mootootambi-

1lai 6
i

ASR O

ng fscte from

dana Sinthamany,” which
was published eight years
later than ** ABhidana-Ko-
sham,” be the first Tamil
Eucyclopaedia in Tamil ?
It is necessary that this
error of the Kalaik-Kalan-
chiyam should be eor-
rected in a later edition

A. Mootootambipillai,
the Lexicographer

A. Mootontambipillai
published The Enpglish-
English-Tamil Dictionary
on 7-11-1907. It sawes
the treuble of referring to
two Dictionaries. 1t con-
tained many words, phra-
8°8 and synonyms. It was
dedicated to Dr. Anands
Coomaraswamy.

Moo to otambipillai’s
Dictionary had been re-
vised and the sixth edi-
tion appeared in 1953
from the Navalar Press,
Jaffma,

. He helped in editing
the Madras Tamil Lexi-
cen, by oollecting words
from here and sending to
them. Pillay’s - help is
acknowledged in the Pre-
face to this Lexicon.

Long before he died 60
years ago. he had writen
8 Tamil-Tami] Dictionary,
on the lines of the Oxford
English Dictionary. This
hae not been printed,
owing to lack of funds. It
is the duty of the Tamil
Associations, to help in
publishing a work of this
kindq
Historian

At the age of 23, in the
year 1883, Mooteotambi-
pillai published the Epi.
tome of Ceylon History —
with a Preface from Muru-
gesa Pandithar—who was
his Guu. This is an
essence of Temnent's
% Ceylon ”

A, Mootootambipillai
should be remembered as

perhaps the first national,

historian of Jaffna. g
e s Long.“w Tamilian

before he published his

It ia ¢ Abidhana»Kosam”!J“ﬁns‘ Hi!ﬁOly in 1912

the original works on

1Jaffna History, the Yal-

pane Vaipava Malai and
the Kailasa Malai were in
Palmyrah leaf *Edups?”
Mootcotambipillai trans-
lated the “Kailasa Malai”
in 1908 and published it
in the “Ceylon National
Review.” = Mootootambi-
pillal segms to have. gol-
8@ faots for his Jaffna
History from 1887, as it
was his great love for his
country. Bome men who

On the Sixtieth Anni.
versary of the passing
away of Shri Mooteotam-
bipillai, a leadi g liter-
ator of Lanka, we are
publishing this Special
Supplement in recogni-
tion of the remarkable
services rendered by
this memorable man of
letters in. the field of

learning
—Ed H. O

ocannot nmderstand what
pains one has to umdergo,
in compiling remethlng
new, may find faunlts with
Mootootambipillai that he
is not abreast of faots eto.
The Historians who wrete
Jaffna History after 1917,
Rev. Fr. Gnana Prakaear,
Dr. Isasec Thambysh and
Kallad: Velopillai (“Yal.
pana Vaipava Kesumuthy’)
and Mudaliyar C. Rasa-
‘nayasgem (“Ancient Jaf-
foa'’) —sall bad many faets
to gather frem Mootoo-
tsmbipillai, Mootootambi-
pillai's Jsffna History was
the first edifice. Others
builtsuperstruetares.
Mootootambipillai wrote
“Thenmoli Varalaru”
which was published post-
homously by his brother
A. Veerasinghampillai in
1920 and dediosted to Sir
E. B. Desham. the then
Director of Education,

Grammarian

He published the “Nap-
nool Made Easy” in twe
parts in 1902 and 1903,
Part I bears a Foreword
from <A Cumaraswamy
Pulavar of Chunnskam, a
dear friend of his, both
students of Murngesa
Pandithar—a great sche-
lar of Tamil Grammar.
He also published the
“Civilians Tami| Gram-
msr,” (in English and
Tamil) and Ilagupodhs
Ilakkapam for the stu-
dents of the Primary
classes,

Stylist in Tamil Prose

His ocontributions te
“Senthamil” the monthly
journal of the Madura

Lamil Sangam were of a
bigh order, He wrote on
Tamil Literature and Hig-
tory. His lecture on
“Eeelamum Tamil Sanga-
mum’”’ was reproduced by
Antiquity
published by Ponnambala-
pillai - the Editor,

His readers, the llagn

Bodham Beries 1-—8)
were written im gasy,
chaste, elegant Tamil

prose,

One of hiz master-works
ia the "Bharsta Churok-
kam” (1603) which was
ome of the Tamil Text-
beoks for the G. C. E,
(Ordinary Level) frem

{continved on page 4
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Mootootambipillai
Memorial
(continued from page 3)

He was honoured as the
“Senthamil Vacana Sin-
gam”—the lion of Tamil
prose—daring his time

Above all Mootootambi-
pillai should be remember-
ed, a8 the first Tamil En-
oyolopaedlst. His portrait
should be unveiled and
kept in the Jaffna Public
Library, at Navalar Saiva
Prakasa Vidyalys, Van-
narponnai and the Jaffna
Central College. It was
Mootootambipillai  who
bought the house of Aru-
muga Navslar in 1893 and
named it ‘* Navalar Kot-
tam,”’ set up the ““Nava-

ed the memory of Nava-
lar. Mootootambipillai, did
much original work. His
Abhidhana Kosham—was
a monumental task, wkioh

remember Mootooctambi-
pilisi — on his Sixtieth

G amiiarss SANGGL  muiiy Di@lﬁiﬂﬁﬂb
Qoss V553 noolaham.

Apnivereary ¢ oof (oasei
ngra&?aadf%%ﬂbré&mg

q

lar Press,”” and preserv-||-

he did all alope. Let ps||

S W p pUeiEHsG
Qeorwums 2w p S5
eFeauls Quiflwmi mreuem
Camli b . WP555
S0 96,  SULHGew
WPESVTUG HIVd H6TGEHT
wib  Qeavaflud . Fpsd
S0 GHT Ui, BV hET
WfU <ML S BTN T
QUITFHGT  LD6® D5 S LIS T

sllip Quriflé@d eFea

Hlaser @pV ouud 1" &% o )b BiFT H60T LD _ Gl
. = Guya)epT Qemiensl LOG%VE SLpd WITPLILITGR QUG TE S ) S
ﬂﬂi,@u_m Qﬁ@‘w/’;ﬁ/i' 9. (5515 SNt S%almb, SLILDLI .GUE.TIT@IﬂUJ@LDrr@uJ :
- | BlarayF Fmind z1p snBH &, BsPurehser suisar salss

QUTIp B PRI

oL OFwe eTarCeas &m
Gouesor(HLb. LD [T GWOT & T
F6Hh5&S TMHM SO euTs
smgdar Geafluil Hwb Han
i QesGargn 95
weaimewm - Qeveflud” (Hib
@wéseaogi%r Q@ p AL
L@ SSwyid LIeTlaTwey i g6
<2 i Liesll&6iT oL
wewr. S9masm  Gmaswd
Shs QUGuU@LTET Fip
BTL_BHeuger Hen e e &
&b BTVSGT eT(pSuib,

arww{j,@/j)@l_b _ L{g,g,/u‘ﬂrr
Aoflss 15515500
erderweuriser <2 mmlu!

uemiladeor s HL0LD ngseT
6T G [y LD BT & Fn(hH6V |
FL_ DT GLD. ISETRS
S0 YmGowm sHm L
priger  slp Guomiflewuwcs
Cusayb emFau FLOWSMSH
ey ssayn  Oa’s
PHBBHSeT  Gospr
Lt UL & &mIST LI
et i) miauG s BT&MNS
Querd B BluiGe
w55 s 19 1 19 e S|
Wi &er | pITe e
9FFF S5 S dws '

WL OuT T & amH8) g
@5 PoODULY TWS
P HUL_RLD FLDS SISUT VT i)
DU urtpbuluS®sS &0
WPSLULBSHei. @) e i
adpHw GFmGwmp sy
iy QesSwu  ewgern
®m 2GWTHS, 2 6w i &
Sw uewl SG& FTFT (HGLD.
uSuuTfwugraen, o
er HpPfwrrsab, mrem
Qflwigmsab efarm5)
BITeUeVIT Licwh &t LiGLiesT us
s 50 welvgs 0
FMID BV QYGVSHLD GTGH M) LD

3§ wFas Hpiader ey HENe HBS® Svwimw
BL-$& PHULL W B F_@SLD.

wHwu Quriflaereps
y9w eriflevewins s .
@euri BiOLd,  GTGH WyLD

Qumf atarid yZEBW  ep5 65T
531530 s ér

‘@wm - gail’

SIS 9sden
QureT ey — GuSis

@QwEsw  wips
SUTYF sTHPH Imib.

LT @& BTL L

@ BT eueTIpEL. 6T

Gaaurt 1O L.LILD

BeTQLIT (6T Fa 1 51

» - - . [
APSYMTTT  (1pS S5 HLoLT
[ uedngsh Gmoww] e, ap. Q755 0arFEurpui

Q&pgsmwey peasTL L Q&N bs e e &6
BsesuT@®L Grmivesrid QFflwm &fllimuwmb
B55TS QFvau@B® LTH®SSHET HeVESaIeT
Brflu SEVFFTAY BRMF dnl_L_
STy auglaN@Gid QUHDHSMSUW LOT bS5
@)eTLGueTE GRS
upglfleor sreueiGui Lment Siser
| LIGRTLITG LML MU LT &

&iGLey) LGTTOWSET & DHmayurt
gigGai W55550
sriGwey GTplang (LpevdavLoeurt
SITSTL_L_ (3)evf]
pbreauermger BHlenpFmed Gruiepr_eir
SW&TL 1y L&D BT®
LITTQUGTRIGGT LIGTLILIGT (@)L 6T
Qg Quérwpi salest TGS,
BellenF eumenTii QUTLPS BTl Hn&es
Qeméew @whs BTEL aurlf SOPLGufwm
sovall QFeveun &9g G LT E)ET Ty
povew e prig poip SUWD BE eumfiwearGe.
Q&pap Ths presh QFfds
FhHaD USTysT QFbEGmF GaFevas :
BHSTL LTy Tey palerm  o&paur *1
CFpSm wreamr@d FppL_td Lyfaer
Qb5 Qelu wrpssi Smh g
Wevps g
BTQUT HbS5 [BPSWEF &
ywser prwser Qurabg S&Lphbsmer
S ®a) peir 106 pib
umeiedt uriSgL et QFaiedih
Quirer(y & WPSH G SLI
Qurrerewredn wewL_Lib Y yHw

!

W LIGV@ITLD

BTL-BD Y psiTid

@it @)evrerr 6Tl aym omeflens |
Bapps Gewelynd mreoser pmmphs
TL_QUID UTTSSLI LITIT&E SH6uT &6

vetuw Gaiay @ LTI wjemL_ g 5
w59$ s apsP aumerrt

Laupd  avewyn 60D erpsdar




dEsar @nV ouuR 1" &5® e

Fahd o
(@a::r;:’—?’l
5, gﬁ @ildwir g_urw?azsr

WITFs  LLMm@ : o
FEs gonon wrarfserss Qeomd o
o pyr eFE. QI mrgoa.wra @ o Qua-sarmg_
sy sfréosCn wsProrsssns osiT WS LTSl
(e-crapswrs ) gyllougs “ b wsfy, gl osaf’
wc@uy QUroEmarew UrLaDIFi® & T s G. YU
Quinri @bapemplto Csdon e IBsy gaaro
ofio @S Papssard Co. '
'yraGou tleps e’ @5 5@ ®p >N s
SufE8pS. BOSE ;.f.a?GGP QYD FérEsTT o.&wb,
porSTrih, ovaTFasrerd, wallgyrso, ;q@;_;m:;;
' GG, TAUN JWSTIF SFS&THSG
f;ggém:&@a%ﬂGwQu Csaleul yajuussTer
wren a8 Yoo, e dal s&@Gw waprCsalnrsy
UrelssUuGE P . . . .
porgrr5Sms® suulQuUbp LTTESSuTer

e Al Fapnir d@ssE SLbH valyrssFe 9rs|p

PwmpOTMTST, YOS IJUNDEG uUTSue, HEsoB
ey e uFTIEsd Qs 9500585 e S5
sruSuh epil degHie svpds ase Howr
Faxrsho @mEssQsis yojés Caawgs. wser
9eir YpET FEETEFLHG JopsEe Errgard Qeiiy
&Qmaivn':uglﬁsi BRaY 3B E‘sn@aaga- GG‘II’,&’.
ywmsa Qeos Gdr mpuy warsrrsBorss Huu
L6, 850 wran®s ywonldar U apepad.
s urstwseiec HB8Ppisy wiamis é‘?gom’{
“ gisi @& FOXTTELT valigps o egieur
e p DIST FRDWMF BALLD S DEPR. (._-.‘@,?
wrsl Qeluusp® ashswer. QueaiCaaporss @ew
BOLED LoReesd @eeiluLirsaer, ) ;
Qeerssin @anf @@u,s'o,lgpzrd’ Bars s
Vs wIeEE ywmpP MPSH aicissuuG8p s,
| nogu Qouemi,’ eiw  eadZad
ohgpp Smramii, oHRGH
unglbn  @goesn ambEoyd ufeTuu
uab@m;d;‘ ERUE Y ml-!l!ﬁm:d)mjl’n
ufsv Q0 QU i :
mymeﬂ;brhagzﬂ JuppQ@ue  limuyd
wi@pen emasls apmsuTl  YEH®
priguen  Yoewr @aGal
UEhT BHITET , :
@@i&j yogdda Grsrer wigrerds uees
erampl WEFroren S .qa’r.&waQar Qmuﬁuyjasgc
uPplmsP0 sl AuPpS. (UG B¢ Hampl —
uBwie cWsFsshr e OLLZ. ) Qe yFo ush
S&7 2 LMY, WISLIM S.Lb, STOITI S-Lb, 58
ot Tér gy @)bapsT ugga@m Gf_mn‘ .Guaﬂ:
“baper H UGFSEAUL)2 TS JEODULISE P
PErY QIDSHTEN LT ,setaa;n" ;ﬁam_ﬁﬁp,'.
T arsue aLfmassQareyd yrovergey At
dgon'’ &Tmrrgy Se-FPo rouwresy ‘anrs
dgon’ &5 s gfo grodous Wi s
®H5 o gafararep e uTELUSPSD gev’?wn'@
emsurer uwdr 2 wx® 'srf dionls a8
Qsaprss SPUUBEPS. - (warmo)

Garl(® sipuare] Sariouyid
@@! =@ 14002
froaeur Qedepgordd wivd Guer!ldos

Qoanmd aujserls arerssi,
ouLp & af

W

p

i.

e glins e B
Gerdpst Qurdraysgereyk, wive
; h pogrit worpumeard.
Paurédud QoaGe 5 sz/r sl
Jurewrd ged 4 Carcydr 14008 b Qads
uw;g;m#::al@o gmfﬂg Car (P8 s driiing, (e
o dufbaiu@d 1 gee@larai 1977 b G wrieyf &
28 a. ys@fpew whued 0 wvel Qsrided izs
srafiga pap Griss Tepfe dpsOu@.
N -
& e uryy 6480/- -12- Erda
lo.lg’;g quf’gw@@mn 3500/- &g 12% of s cu_q.,:,n
s i@ pyidsTasdcd Qnéclaar 5% of 3 anlig
yd Gar(pé Qewe muri 5_!3/40 sab @56 1200/-
Qar@uL g P

Liorsrand orpourand geafé sdart Csrelp
u;byw HévarGaual) @obbp wpvdspaaGaed gy Hwws
eUu®Bh arel, Se ur, 8,7 golyd Q)5ssseeni g.
S. Bawpmor eadsge Qupp orisTard awdsy
wle g, uh @oiah 546 Q@ Lﬂlﬂ&luut_l_.a b 4sb
Sw(pa sraiamig VewPHpl UBRGD ﬂﬂdﬁw‘a!rgy[?,
Ta Bpig gublidir sowvddsyd Quar assrod,
0 4G apoed oraidsypd wgQuuedy Cwpe r
warpdgs Haud@arephsiah u:.&vd awereh. wLyG@ue
@d. Qzpe ygssd Cur_lul. espyles. Qs.@
s, ubdwasn D 144,

1,
a8

10, ar_ (8 epCard gupias 8. sewsQps ‘r"f'n
FovigdGal, L d@;r:bﬁ%azm

J : ]
LI JEVTEE 1N 88 dellaTt kel

@pplnr OsiBard e oy
QUT WAL ST @7 Ty S,
IAbs eGSR OLEG TOS
PéerL.® FREEP ¢ Had
@ p’ swrdarrd Qz7HH
Fmin. ure® Qaerdmd ST
ow QsTrRsch satdan s
o5 o.owBud ayd gmefd
sdapd Qauarovura
deriiger g guwseriod .

Qprii@ 8un padutgys
DL@P QFFmriPQuisde &,

pajsGd 8 gaSdrns,
uin(G S 4GS LwaEUGHRer
Dg. daupSuszigd
STU_RR&ng; eirpeyda
G vy edwr_nagRda
D&

aala ue Cprigh s
wrs Qoignw 1805 earpH’
soduisy Qerefiedpr pri
Q& Qariéfeou parg aTL
@b Pepsfluurgs, ulw
urp udeerd Qumpagh
Qioruer 3 P%rL uReres
wda' aer b L Lghy ¥l
Gpub, :

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
(continued from page 6)

sary. Study of all the
three languages concur-
rently could be made
optional for all students
‘but not compulsory. In
the caze of those who
wish to enter the Service
of the State, such trilin-
gual study, eculd, how-
ever, be made compul-
sory ; for those who desire
to enter the service of the
State, knewledge of the
three languages could be
made an indispensable
qualifieation,

The laudable object of
achieviog National Unity
could be defeated by in-
troducing any element of
universal compulsion in

requires further and more
congideration. The Prime
Minister in one his state
ments has expressed his
intentiom §0 introduce ghe
procedure of referendum
to ascertain the views of
the public en important
issues. The proposal for
compulsory and concur-
rent teaching of all three
lacguages to all students
merits being the sabjeot]
of a referendum.

To save space in the
golumnpe of the Prese and
reduce comtroversy, more
elaboration on the sub-
ject is not proceeded with
in this communication
purposely made brief.
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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED
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The first and the second (Bhutas, earth and
water) danced whem the ‘pearless Lord danced the
three forms of the third (Bhuta of lustrous hue,
fire, sun and moon, danced, the geven (worlds)
danged in unison (emergized) by the One - (the
Lord), the Nine (Deities, rausgm@usd) damced
at the same time. Thus did (the Lord), damce
His Ruby (or resplendent) Danoce in the Common
Hall (of Chidambarsm).

Hinda Oryan

Friday. 4th November, 1977.

ALCOHOL—A NO
ON RELIGIOUS DAYS

Now that the dresm of & Dbermistic society

is almost coming true as indicated by the various
gtatements whioh have been made by the Premier,
it is the duty of the people to suggest &0 the
Government the mauner in which the reform can
be ensured,

It ocsnnot be demied that alcohol plays s
very significant pars in the demoralisation of the
people and that this dangerous trend bas to be
arrested with all determination at the earliest.

The move for Total ‘Prohibition may be. con-
sidered as a long term plan as it will not lga
possible for ® suddem ban on the use of aloeholuz
ales. The declaration of oe;ba.in areas as ‘l}oly
would be helpful fin imposing ‘Temperance’ in

such places.

Surroundings of schoels also may be demar-
osted ss ‘moral’ spheres where the sale of liguor
should not be sanetioned. If these suggestions
. can be. carried out there will be a compulsory
peed to remove msny taverns from the present
gites to far away places. Such & step wil.l oer-
tainly minimise the harmful effect of intoxicants.

Another feasible method to bring about gradual
prohibition is to impose total bam on taverns and
liquor shops doring all religious days of all reli-
gions by extending the scope of the Poya Day
Prohibition Scheme..

In the matter of religious days it is very
"peoessary that separate calendars should be pre:
pared by the different religions deneminations
 to ensble the Government draw up & fall list of
oocasions when the sale of alcoholic drinks has

to be stepped.

The Deepavali Festival which is due nex}
week is a fit occasion fer the commencement 9f
a soheme to ban the consumption of liquor io

publis places.

Religious organizations, partioularly the Jaffna
Saiva Paripalana Sabhai will do well to take up
this matter with the appropriate Ministry.

Poys Day is & reiigious da_.y._and S0 are
Deepavali, Maba Sivarathiri, Aadi Amavassi and
other similar ocoasions that deserve 'q“%iﬁﬂﬁé‘c

Relating to

As a Bhokta or an en-
joyer, the human - being
born of the wemb of pra-
kriti has an imnate crav-
ing—san innate desire for
the pleasnres of the senses
and the pleasures of the
intellect. Various objects
of enjoyment are prodaced
in various ways in the
outgide world from the
elements which are all
produets of prakriti Vari-
ons evolutes, tatvas, facul-
ties and organs said to be
24 in number are simul-
tapeously evolved in the
body of the internal man
to serve as enehanting
and . enticing chamnels to
satisfy his hunger and
thirst for enjoyment. Nei-
ther the insentient pra-
kriti nor the inner humanr-
being is intelligent or
eompetent enough to
evolve the above said evo-
lutes $atvas or faculties
to satisfy this instinotive
craving that is common
to all beings. Therefore
it becomes ineuambent for
the divinity that is be-
hind this eternal drama
of evolution and involu-
tion both in the macro-
cosm (Sewend) and the

|miorooesm (Uewe.c) to

gome te the rescue of the
habituasl enjoyer by pro-
ducing sappropriate ob-
jects of enjoyment accor-
ding to its sensual and
intellectuel ngede. If any
of us are gifted enough to
feel the inseparable pre-
gence — ths spiritual
warmth of the divinity —
universal mind — both in
the macrocosm and the
mieroeosm then we are
gaid to be Saiva Siddhan-
tins, who believe in the
reality of prakriti our
home of origin, and the
reality of God’s Graee
that rouses us §o life and
existence, o lead us step
by step up the mountain
path—to our final goal—
the world of freedom and
blise.

The Eye — as an
Organ of Knowledge

Lt us take the eye and
let us study how it serves
as an organ of objective
knowledge. A besutiful
flower is in front of me.
How many things are ne-
cescary to have a vision
of thie flower. First the
eyes. For if I am perfect
in every other way and
yet have no eyes, I shall
not be able to see the
flowerss I may have the
eyes but mot the lems
through which the rays
of light pass through to
the inner regica, In this

deration. Christian snd Islam religious daﬁg)&%ma
under the same ostegory of holy occasions.

AR

Saiva Jnana Darshanam
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Prakriti and

y its Evolutes (contd.)

the lens too but not the
retina, the screen that
eatches the image of the
flower. Here oo I shall
not be able to see the
"flower. 1 may have the
eye, the lens and the re-
tina but not the optic
pervd gentre in the brain.
Here too I shall not be
able to see the flower. I
may bhave the eye, the
lems, the retina, the optic
nerve oentre but not the
mind. Thus we find that
the fifth thing necessary
is that the mind must be
there, When the mind is
not joined to the series
that come one after the
other the gensation and
impression are there and
yet we shall not be .con-
scious of it. The mind
too is only the carrier. 1t
has to carry the sensation
still forwards and present

_to the intellect. The
intellect is the determin-
ing faculty and decides
upon what is brought to
it, Still shis is neot soffi-
cient. The intelleet must
carry it forward and pre-
gsent the whole thing to
that twinkling of imtelli-
gence, called purushs, the
human soul. He is the
raler in the body and the
king on the throme. Be-
fore him this ie presented;
he reacts aed from him
eomes the erder what to
do and what not to do,
and the order goes down
in the same sequence to
the intellect, to the mind,
to the merve centre, to the
orgail, and the organ con-
veys it to the external
instrument, the eye amd
the perception is com-
plete. If for a simple per-
oeptional knowledge, if 80
many are the evolutes
and regnirements that are
involved, who is the man
on esrth with age and ex-
perience whc ocan dare to
deny the existence of a
divinity of beundless com-
passion always living in
eternal comradeship with

it desires ? Like the eye,
there are 24 sach wonder-
ful evolutes of prakriti
always helping map in the
fuliilment of his desires,
ambitions and aspirations
These evolutes of prakriti
have a spiritual warmth

the soul to fulfill all that

in them but like the mod-
ern computer they kmow
not what they are doing.
For example we said that
the intelleot ocam deter-
mine and deecide bat it
knews not that it deter-
mines and decides, The
seer, the hearer, the think-
or, the decisionmaker and
lastly the experiencer is
none other than the
Purusha — the individua-
lised being imside the spi=
ritmal body. it is some-
times said that the 24 evo-
lutes or products of pra-
kriti are the real food and
true objects ef enjoyment
for the purusha, the intel-
leot is the main food. and
all others are the subsi-
disry omes. It is indeed
a' grand feast prepared
by prakriti herself to
honour the purusha to
bring him to maturity and
fulness.

The Science of self-ana-
lysis iz the most diffienls
of all Scienees. Those ini-
tiated imto that Science
will have no diffienlty in
separating the purusha.
the enjoyer, from the in-
tallect, the egotism, the
five subtle elements, the
eleven semses and the five

gross elements; the tatvas *

belonging o the gross and
the subtle bodies. To un-
derstand in detail she
twenty-four tatvas and to
realise them im actual life
we are directing our read-
ers to a study ef Bankhya
philosophy in general and
the work Sankhys Karika
in particular. It is my
bhumble opinion that a
deep stady ef this phile-
gophy is & pre-requisite
for the study of Baiva
Siddhants, the dwaita, the
adwaita, and the visishda-
dwaite systems of Hinda
philosophic thought.

Letter te the Ediior

ST

Linguistic Studies
Sir,

The suggestien (report-
ed in the Press) by the
Homcurable the Prime
Minisser Mr. J. R. Jeya-
wardene to introduoe the
Compulsory and Conoor-
rent study of three Lan=
guages — Sinhala, Eng'ish
and Tamil for all students
does not seem to be sound
and is also not werkable,

if it could be said se with
deference.

The proyossl le nos de-
sirable and is Bot neoes-

(continued on page 5)
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