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ADVANCED COURSE IN TAMIL
PREFACE

Tamil is the mother tongue of two communities living in Sri Lanka. The
History of Tamil Language in Sri Lanka goes as far back as the Ist Century
B.C. South India, situated towards the North-West of Sri Lanka, is the birth
place of the Tamil Language and it has influenced the Sinhala Language in no
small way.

Tamil has had its influence not only as a language of this country but
also on its governance, culture, arts and crafts and architecture.

Although Sri Lanka had foreign invasions from time to time during its
history of almost twenty five centuries, it is noteworthy that "ethnic conflicts
have, taken place only during the present century. Of these, the conflicts that
took place during the last four decades are of special significance as they have
taken place on the basis of "language".

It is clear that mutual estrangement and misunderstanding that have been
developing between the ethnic groups in Sri Lanka are mainly due to the total
lack of bilingual knowledge among them for the exchange of their views
mutually.

The Department of Official Languages is in the forefront of state
organisations that have fully realised this fact. Hence the Department has
launched an all-island programme for teaching Sinhala and Tamil as official
languages and English, as the link language.

This text titled "Advanced course in Tamil" has been compiled for the
purpose of widening and enhancing the knowledge of Tamil among the public
servants who have already followed the basic Tamil course of the Department.
Hence this text is to be used by language learners who are desirous of gaining
an advanced level of proficiency in the Tamil language.
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