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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED
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The flaming fire, the sun possesstd of expand-
ing rays aud the moon, — they all got their
ghttering light by the Grace of the lustrous
Lord, the Supreme Light that provided them
with their limited luminosity and mingled with
them (Adwaitha relationship).
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Priority for Public Causes

mm— R B

Tugre ere quite a nomber of schemes for
renovation of shrines, resting places and similar
sacred inetitutions. In the same manner Dew
temples are being consecrated, :
are essentially for the cause: of public welfare.
Hence the appeal for financial assistance is plsq
made to the people, Thus the ‘subscription lists
have become a continuing request for ‘charitabie
gifts, After all charity 18 ssid to begin at home,
‘vherefore the plea for public aid is certainly perti-
pent. Dut there is one inconvenient circumstance
that tends to make the donmor _ﬁght shy of these
‘lists’, All sppeals are mede sxmultspeou_slyl It
ia in this context that in our earlier issues we
had suggested the pooling of public resources and
commended the idea of 8 really representative
Saiva Organization drawing up 8 scheme for the
staggering of sabscription lists,

The Central Organization must prepare a list
of priorities and assign defisite periods for the
call on the public for ‘fun'ds. Such a scheme will
help the speedy realization of the objects of these
appeals. ln course of time almost all of the remo-
vation plans wouid have been completed. A carefully
planned campaign will ensure larger contributions

from doners.

- The Saiva way of life gives ample seope fp'
the development of the sense of philantbropy in
every individual. The tradition 8mongss Saiva
devotees hes becn the msiutenance of & cbarity
counter that collects daily the spentaneous gifts ot
the family, This oharity counter 18 8 permanent
savings bank from which funds are drawn as occa-
sion demancs. Here 18 8 shoughtful scheme that
will enable every single person contribute to
public causes without being subjected to undue
Bliress. , e

:-hteous causes have alwsys commanded the
coilall)%olrga:i'on and co-operation of all r:ghh-thmku‘;g
people Dharma Shastras and codes of moral con-
duet require the doRois tO dletxngmsh the gemuine
cause from the rest. :

We commend this suggestion te the Saiva Orga-
nizations of this couatry for consideration,

SAGE AND SAYANT

" |thdays by holding

All these ocauses

The death of Mr. K.
Ramsachandra, Founder
and Hopy. Editor of the
“Religious Digest” and
the “Atma Jotby’’, remo-
ves from this plane of
earthly existence one of

Sri Lanka’s mcdern sages

apd sayants, He wee 8

>>>>>

beacon light guiding and
inspiring us at all times 10
geveral fislds of activity.
He was a versatile
scholar and was 8 dyna-
mic individual. The orga-
nisers of many re
interpational

Kengicu»
Conferences did him the

honour of inviting him fo
give disecourses, and he
amply justified their ex-
peotations. In our own
country, &n appreciative
public celebrated his bir
very
warm and spontancous
receptions in homour of
one of the noblest sons of
Sri Lanka organised and
conducted by representa-
tives of all communities
and giving bandsome and
grateful praiss to his vo-
luable and disinterested

‘|services of & dispassionate

character and of a unique
natare. He was a prophst
hopoured both in and ont
of his motherland during
his life.

Clad in vertie and shirt,

" | both white, his was a life

of high thinking and
plain living. His abode
aptly named “Ramana
Manthiram” was like a
shrine, and actmally serv-
{ed that purpose for de-
cades for a large number
of devotees of geveral
religions, He was a highly
evolved person of spiritu-
al stature attained thro-
ugh deep study, meditate
ion, religious practices,
gelfless gervice and a
sense of utker dedication.

He possessed public
spiritedness and devotion
of a [ofty nature to the
country, hard to find. He
was solicitous of the per-
senal welfare, and religi-
ous and cultural advance-
ment of these who came
into contact with him and
of the society as a whole.
Innumerable religious,
caliural and publie causes
commanded his deep all-
egiance from the days of
bis youth. Among the
many institations with
which he was connected
are: Sri Ramakrishna
Misgion (Sri Laoka Bran-
ch), Tiruketheeshvaram
Temple Restoration Move-
ment, Vivekananda Socie-
ty (Colembo), Hindu Re
ligious Affairs Advisory
Board, Sat Sangam (Co
lombo) and Eelaththu
Sivanadiyar  Thirnkkoo
tam. His final act of pub-
lic service, just prior to
his death, was the prepa-
ration to hold the 80th
birthday eelebration of
Shree Apandamayee Ma,
ons of the great lady
gaints still among us, at
the Sri Ramakrishna Migs
ion Hall, Wellawatte, on
9th May 1976, Till bis
last moment, he had the
good and rare fortune to
eontinune to work for the
transcendent ideals he
espoused in & degree
which has been given to
few mortals. Im accordan-
ce with one of the aims in
the life of a Hindu devo-
tee, and also as wished for
by him in hie lifetime, he
passed away peacefully,
quite suddenly and uuex-
(Electedly, without suffer-

®1Y |saa blunsélfinarotg
others. Regerding deatp

@Q!B@fn?ydmomm Faisosad

{Continued from last issne)

The chief aim of the
Parameshvara College was
to sava our boys in this
way and t0 make good
citizens of them. This
has recently become the
Jaffna Campus of the Uni-
versity of Sri Lavka—
where we found a seat for
the study of Hinduism

itself, be used t0 quote
the following saying from
the Hindu scriptuore and
believed in it fervently:-

“The atman is neither
born po does it die.... as a
man casting off worn out
garments pais on Dew
ones 83 the embodied
easting off worn out
bodies enters into others
that are new’”’

He was staunchly wedd-
ed to the cause of univer-
sal brotherhood of man,
the oneness of all living
beings, goodwiil between
nations, religions, count-
ries, c¢ommunities an d
races in a very remaika
ble measure. He naturally
stood for infer communal
and inter religious harmo-
ny in_Sri Lanka, and the
unity of the ocountry.

His benign inflaence
was reflected in his pious
wife Madam Sinpatbhan-
gam and devoted obildren,
all of whom (sobs and
daughters and their spou-
ces) have proved worthy of
the illustrious head of the
family. Among his sons
are Dr. Pararajasegaram,
the eminent Eye Surgeon
and Mr. Sundaralingam,
the well-known Superiot-
endent of Police.

The large and repre-
gentative gathering drawn
from all walks of life,
creeds and oommubities
presert at his residence
and at the cemefery was
a token of the love and
respect for a great soul.

May Lord Sniva’s bless-
ings be with this faithfu!
gervant of God. May
Providence voughsafe to
the couniry at all time
persons of bis calibre for
the benefit of the
couunfry. :

8. Sivasubramsniam
Attorney-at-Law
and
T. Sivasubramaniam
Railway Officer

May 14, 1976

The Aims and ideals of
Sir Pcnnambalam Ramanathan

i el g
By
V. MUTTU CUMARA SWAMY

and Hinda Culture — the
cnly One in the East,

Sir Ponnambalam Rama-
nathan was the ghief
force behind the Hinda
Board of Edvecation which
was founded on 9th De-
cember 1923, The pro-
posal to incerporate tha
Hindu Board of Educa-
tion was brought on

August 26, 1926. [t was °

called “Bhaiva Vithiya
Viruthi Sangam” in Tamil
and transiated inte Epg-
lish as Hinda Board for
the Promotien of Educa-
tion and was passed on
November 25, 1926. Ra-
manathan shouldered the
burden of establishing
schools throughout the
length and breadth of the
Jaffoa Peninsula and else-
where in the Island, until
bis death in 1930,

Ramanathan’s Riot and
Martial Law in Ceylop,
will give a glimpse of his

eloquent marathon speech

es defending the Sinha-
lese —against the bureaus
cracy of the
rulers.

Early in 1904 Rama-
nathan conoentrated his
attention on rebuilding the
Sivan Temple buils by
his father, in granite, It
has been entirely built in
granite; a pyramidal struc-
ture, **Gopuram” hag re-
censly been built.

_It was Ramanathan’s
aim to run a Tamil Sghool
o the ftempls+ premises
and a!so 8 school for tea-
ching Brabmin
This school was ran for
a 8hort period and glosed
later.

It is interesting te re-
call that Ramanathan had
conceived the ideal of

founding a National Bud- *
dhist — Hindu College in

Colombo in 1890, that
would be a model for
other institutions. But
the Buddhist leaders did
not agree. So Ramanae
than gave up that idea.
The Buddhists founded
Apanda College, Colombo.

Sir Ponnambalam Ra-
manathan in & memoran-
dum to the Donoughmore
Counstitution raised the
question ‘What is nation-
hood?’ and gave an ans-
Wer.,

(To be continued)
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