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4 EiNDO ORGAN s October 29, 1976
THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED Literary Research Of Byurveda Ayurveda
' g i Physicians Honoured
A8 yresi Qe S (By Dr. E P. RASIAH, J. P., gl S
Bl STNF PBH & L X . : »
@a:‘ s 3, gimarg@l_n.‘:’m Member Ayurveda Medisal Council) The Jsyunthi day of *
apBy ,a*rm‘ihg.w pimr  wsrGLo. Today, a wave of popu- their disciples had prac- Dtha.;n-wsnglm -];;h;_,fmber
8 be tised earlier. of Ayurvedic Medicine—
o enter t se forest eannot see|!aT foeling sceme to
g;xzoigcp‘fnuvgnsk;. h'.[‘ehgegve h?)lz:sas th:t enter- | 3WeePing across Sri Lankal The under- noted ara g|Was celebrated on & grard
ed the enclosure got tamed. There are s'x in favour *of raising | few of the remarkable|scele at the Ovitigala ball,
camels, If they are subdued (and stteched to the siandard of Ayu:veda!pablications lying in the|Maradana.on the evening
yokes) they beocome three peirs (and  get| o0 that of Western Medi-|seats of learning in vari-|0f the 20th instant, when
tamed). cine, To achieve thisjous psrts ci Europe, per-|® lbrge.nﬂmuer of Ayuar-
desirabdle objecti 76, many haps unknowa to and un-|Vedic physicians from all
steps have to be taken.|touched by, most of the|Paris of Sri Lanka and
First and foremost, the|present-dsy champions of |0fficials gstbre'red and par-
Ayurveda Physicians, | Ayurveds in the East:-  |ticipated. Toe celebrae
scholars and the Bsate| B R ticms were wound up with
should set up & dypamio|, & .- fJHiydoM'd-- the award of Titles of
|Organieation, inter alie, | . ’(’]bl yRO : S 11 Bledi=| honour to deserving physi-
i cine’ by hoyle (1837, cians of eminence in the
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Administration of Temples
.——-._—‘

. IN the context of the recent reawakening in the
field of religious work, it is appropriete that the
administration of Saiva Shrines should bs given
due attention, Temples in Sri Lanka are mostly
administered by officiating High Priests who
derive a hereditary title. A few are mapaged by
local religious bodies. Some are uuder the pro-
prietorship of individuals having legal title to the
lands on which such temples stand. The question
that engages public attention is whether these
temples of all categories are properly administered
- aceording to Agamic requirements,

‘I'here are temples that have been deciared
Pablic Trosts but with the internal administra
_tive anthority allowed by ocommon consent to bs
the ooncern of the Hereditary Trustes, The
ordinary worsbipper seldom worries himseif about
administrative efficiency of the mansgement, he
being interested ouly in the offering of prayer. RBut
the cengregation of every temple would mot con-
tent to be so reticent but would always have
comments to make both for and against the
‘mansgement.

Places of worship for Saiva devotees must be
true to the description of Temples for which
Saiva Agamas have prescribed a code of rites;
rituals and other religious performances, DBut the
Saiva Publie do not Bkave a- Central Spiritusl
Centre to watch the duties attached to Temples
and provide. for rectification of irregularities.

In South India, the land sanctified by the
- Four Great Saints, the Temples stand as, per-
petual moouments of the prehisteric glory of the
Saiva' Faith. Maharajahe and men of muoificence
bad contributed in cash awvd materials for the
regonstruction and maintepance of the ienowped
Temples. The admipistration of these Temples is
at present of different ocategories, the Thillai
Qhidamparam Nadaraja Temple having its own  set-
up, while some important temples in Tamil Nad are
 being administered by the Dharmapura Aatheenam

It is interesting to note that the Saiva Com-
munpity of Somth India findiog that the Gurus of
the Aatheenam a selfless and dedicated baud of
spiritual teschers, wisbed that the administration
of as mapy as twentyseven lasrge temples to be
placed in the able and trust worthy hands of
the capable Heads of the Aatheenam — Birkali,
Nallur - Peramanam - Tiru Ayaru — Tirokadavur
Vaitheeswaran koil Tiru Nallaru are some of the
better known temples admmlstered by the Dhar-
mapura Astheenam.

We would commend the idea of admmxsttatxon
of temples by recognized Astheenams to the Saiva
Public of Sri Lanka. Nallur, Maviddapuram Thiru-
ketheeswaram, Nakuleswaram are of a special order.
There are other temples that require to be ad-
wminmistered by recognized societies of spiritual
fsrvour. Saiva organizations under the auspices of
the Saiva Paripalana Sabhai should makD|gmizgd'

1e) oollect and preserve
val uabls publications
(ancient apnd modern)
on Ayarveda, rare re-
cipes ~ of efficacious
druge, ola mabpuseripts
containing secrat re-
‘medies now held by the
heirs of dead pbysi-
cisns, as heir-looms.

(b) experienced experts
should bes asgked fto
check, sift and pick ont
really worthwhile pabli-
cabions, recipes eto. Such
selected ones should be
codified, printed and
published as finances
become available,

(¢) obtain photostat copies
of rare publiostions by
foreigners on Ayurveda
and now preserved fp
foreign countries. -

(d) Establish- a central

* Library speecially meant
for Ayurveda Medical
Studies. It should be
the main  Iastitute
where one oould get
authentic information
on the origin, history,
concepts and achisye-
ments of Ayurveda

If we bhavesueh a sound
Organisation as a sheet-
anchor, then we eounld
plap to build on it. the

superstructvre of Ayur-
veda in Sri Lioka.
Since the time of the

Indus Valley COivilisatien
(3500 B C.) ‘Soholars of
Earope had oonmdered it
a pilgrimags’” to go to
India in search of know-
ledge on the var ous fields
of human activity. parbi-
cularly io respect of Ayar-
veds, which deslt with
the health, happiness and
longevity of humanity.
History is replete with
ingtances of suoh visits by
geekers of knowiedge from
Rome, Egypt, Germany.
France and England. The
more these scholars stu-
died the Indian writings,
the wore they became
enamoured of the rich-
pess and originality of
thought and the intrinsic
merits of the Indian
Medical Science, Io fact,
if we oritically aud im-
partislly examine, it
would be noted that Alle-
patbys advances Wwers

E)

desvour to provide for such N oentrah@glbam
for shrines, \

OFWI}RS
dype @%

<. “Commentary on
Hinda System of Medi-
cine” of Wise (1860)

‘I'his eonta:ns illustrations
of surgical instruments.

3. * Histo.ical Rela-
tions of Anpcient Hindus
with Greek Mediciae” of
A. Webb (1850)

4 “Coup de ocil la
Medicice des Anciens [a-
diens” of Briauns (1808)

5. *Liatters Historiques
sur letal de Iz Medicine
obez les Indious”” by Lei-
tard (1903)

These are said to con-
tain simple but sare re-}

medies for bhuman sil-
ments, Most of these
poblications have gone
out . of stock now, o

the available cgopies are
being acropulously pre-
served and guarded in the
archives, museums  and
libraries in  Earope,
Theretore, young iotelli-
gent soholars and linguists
shonld be selected and
sent abroad to spend some
time and secure photostat
oopies of relevant and
esgential  chapters eon
Ayurveda from some. if

'pot, all ot th:se monu-
mental works. Wirhougs
saeh authentie records

regarding the origin and
history of  Ayurveda,
without bhaving a precise
bigtorical = perspective of
the evoiution and growth
of Ayurveda and 8 koow-
ledge of the components
of medical prepsrations,
one cannot think of dea
veloping Ayurveda and
much less raising it
ssandard to that of Allo-
pathy.

We are fortunate in
havieg at. this juncture,
Mr. P. K. Dissansyake
U. A. 5., an ensrgetic and
cousclenaous Officer as
Head of the Denartment
of ayurveda. With hie
keenness to rebuild Ayute
veda and secure a place

medieal
had 1endered solid service
to tbe canse of Aynrveda.
Mr. K. P. Dissanayake the
commissioner of Ayur-
vede presented the pareh-
wents a:d congratulaged
the recipients. Among
these distinguished phy-
sicians, for the first time
in the history of Ayur-
vade, a lady— Vaidiachari
(Mrs. iita Iopasithamby
of Sillalai- bad the dis-
tinction of being selected
for the coveted honour ef
“Siddba Ayurveda Vaidia
Jothi” by the Samastha
L»nLa Ayurveda Poysi-

\..l...n_- v_,ur.rc:..

sitkamby heils from a
distinguished family of
hereditary ayuryeda pby.
gicians from Narsnthaopai
Kayts, Her hneband Vai-
. dya Siromani Emil Innasi.
thamby and her son
Vaidya Kslanithi Suhan-
than Incasithamby toge.
ther with bher form the
tro of specialists keenly
gonght after at Impasj-
thamby Vaidya Nilayam

!by patients sufferiog from

Kirantbhi Roga and allied
disesses

for it ia t! e internstionsl
Medical Map of the World,
we can depend unpon bim
to set things in motion.
B-s:des.
of the emineoce of Pro-
fessor Tuly de Silva and
Mr. M. P. Samarasekera,
C. A. S., who bava already
evinced much interest in
the resuscitation of Ayur-
veds, can give us valuabie
suggestions and guidance
to achieve speedily the
objectives ontlined above.

It is hoped that while
the Ayurveds Physicians
and members of the publie
supply useful informa-
tioog, the State will pro-
vide the funds and spon-
sor the project.
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