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FTHOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED
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Into & well dug up for bathing, water oozes into
it from the surrounding good (moist) land, Its
sides should be well secured by the use of ropes
(and other devices). It is not difficult for any
ope to dig wp the mud,

Friday, November 12; 1976

Why All This Whisper!

e P s

To hold the General Election or not te¢ hold
jt — that is the questior; not with the people
but with whom !

Five years for a Parlisment is a fairly long
period that oannot justify any extension. DBat
by s curisus culmination of ciroumstacces inclu-
ding the imavguration of a mpew constitution,
Members who had been elected bv the people to
be their representatives for a period of five years*
gontinued to sit as such for a further term of
two years . Kven tbis exteneion was oconfroversisl.
but it has happened. And the period of seven
years has come to stay but mot beyond the cons’
titutiopal limit.

In the meantime and on the eve of the pext
General Election that is due in the first quarter
of 1977, whispering tongues have beem waxing
eloquent On the possibility and the probability of
the term of the present Parliament being extend-
ed still further = Whispering tongues certainly
poison truth.

Apart from others the religious organizstions
of this gountry hasten $o observe that the Cons-
titution must be interpreted as it is, and that she

Premier and the Parliament should follow the
Charter in letter amd im spirit, the reason
being that the safe-guarding of religions

depends cn correot eonstitutional procedure and
the ‘election of people’s representatives at the
proper time,

In this ocontext we venture to suggest that
the fair name of our ancient land, its traditional
culture and religions serenity should be protected
And for that purpose political parties must
be bound by ethical rules of principles whstever
the comsequences might be. Crossing from party
to party, changing of political colours accerding
to ciroumstances eof personal advanteges — thege
tendencies en the part of politician have been
menacingly inoreasing duripg the immediate past
with the result that doubts about the preservation
of demecoratic tenets would not merely arise but
also tend to cause much damage to the progress
of the country. ~ :

Amending the constitution to accommodats the

personal considerations of legislators can beDi@dkiefed

The Worship of

Muruka — Some

Notes on Kaumaram

——fe———

By V. S

(Continued from last issne)

Though,
Vinayaka are said to be!
the sons of the Divine
Parents, in reality they
are one and the same God
who has manifested Him-
gelf in various forms s8s
male or female for re-
deeming the souls frem
the malas that fetter
them« The eternal love
of God for the souls is
succintly expressed by
the authors of Sivagnana-
botham and Siththiyar
when they say that the
Lord Siva Himeself will
manifest as the Gnana-
guru to direct and redeem
the souls, Saiva devotees
belisve that -the Ged
Muruka is the God of the
Kaliyuga (the present
yugas) (sdysarser),
Kacciyappar the author
of the Tamil Kanthapura-
nam says in no upeeriain
terms that the Lord Sivs
Himself manifested as the
young Arumukan.

The details of the wor-
gship of Muruka are set
forth in the Agamss and
rspecially the Kuomara
Tantrai There are sever-
al literary works, besides

the Kanthapuram in Sang }Q‘"’Bﬁ

krit and Tamil whick des-
cribe the greatness and
glory of the God Moruks;
one may refer 40 the soul-
stiring stotras like the
Subramsnya Pancaratpam
aud the Subramanya Bbu
janka Stotram attributed
to the great Sankaracarya.
The Thiramurukattuppa-
padei and Paripadal be-
longing to the early stra-
tum of Tamil Literature,
the soul - stirring aad
melodious Thiruppugsl
and other poems of the
great Muruks Bhakta
Arunakirinathar or some
werks of Kumarakurupa-
rar also deserve special
mention.

Scholars oftem opine
that the ideas of Muroka
worship a8 found in
Thirumurukattuppadai
and Paripadal respresent
a harmonious 8ynthesis of
the Northern or Aryan
God Subrabmanysr and
the Dravidian Mauaruka
and therefore these two
works belong to a later
age, At the present
state of our knowledge
one cannot easily distin=
guish what is Aryan from
Dravidian especially in
religion. Further, since
thege works are of a reli-
gious uature, they cannot
be assigned o a later
period on that ground
alone, The ancient Tamils

Kumara eand lated with

ivasamy

senting the scenes assaoci-
the Muruka
worship as desoribed in
Thiromurekkatéuppadai
in ths 8 X sacred places of
the God Muruka in Tamil
Nadu. [no this econnec-
tlon, he has suggested for
scholars to look for such
sculptures in South East
Asia where Indiaps had
carried their onlture and
religion in ancient times-

The worship of Muruka
has a popular appeal to
people of all walks of life
He is depicted in varions
forme of which Maornks
with His Sakti or Vel and
Subramapiya with  the
two Consorts Valliamman
end Theivayanaiyamman
are morg popular. Muruka
represented by His wea-
pon; the Vel also is very,
pepular. Of the various
festivals and Vratas cele-
brated or observed in
bononr of this God, the
Kanthasasti (for 6 days
in the month Appasi,) the
Karthikaitheepam (i
Karthiksi )} and the Vai-
kasi Visakam may be
mentioned as of special
significance. The first one
represents Muruka’s con-
of Saorapathman
after gix days of severe
fighting, This is symbo-
iic of the soul’s eenstant
vigilance  against the
malas and the final re-
demption by the Grace of
God bere symbolized as
the Vel or the Sakti of
Muruka, According te
the Puranic story Suran
didn’t die, he became the
vehicle and the banner of
the God Muruka against
whom he fought so bard,
This again, they say that
God is ever ready to for
give, even the worst of
the sinners and save him.
The marrisge of the
God Moruka to Theiva-
yanai after the war was
over, represents the final
consummation of the souli
in God Himself.

Long before the com-
position of the Thevarams
and Thivya prabantbams
in Tamil, one of the
aothors eof the extant
poems of Paripadal has
given us a very exalted
ideal of the worsbip of
Muruka, namely, “Lord,
we beseech Thee not for
any gold, wealth or enjoy-
ment bat for Thy Grace,
Loveand Virtue (Aram),

Only Way For
Tranquillity

iny amount of wealth
will not fetch an individ-
ual relief from the ple-
thora of cares and worries
that family life involves
a8 mentsa] peace i not
something that can be
bought for mooey. The
anly way to seonre mental
tranquillity is by tsking
refnge, at the fest of God.
which constitute an in-
exhaustible sovrgce of
bliss. The ‘sweetnees,
which a devgtee tastes by
concentrating his mind on
the Lord’s ieet, feasting
his eyes on them or by
singing and listening to
their glory, is most che-
rishable and, at mo point
will coe say enough of it.
I'bough the individnal
soul 18 very peat o [God
it gets misguided and
meves farther uway from
Him m the countless
births it has taken as
insects, birds and ether
creatures — like sa inno-
cent villager arriving in a
oity to see sn old friend
of bis, but getting misled
by callous persons- How
grateful will the stranger
feel if, finally, a kind-
hearted man sppears on
the scene and, taking pity
on him, iesds him to his
ydestination, ipstead of
~just stopping with indicas
iting the directicn? Map-
kind should feei eternsily
indebted to Manickavaehba-
kar for showing the cor-
rect path to the abode of
the Almighty. His devo-
tion-soaked Tiruvachakam
is capable of moving ons
and all.

Sri  Kripanandavariar,
in a discourse at the Ka-
paleeawarar Temple, My~
lapore, said that Manicka.
vachakar assumed office
ag mipister in the Pandya
kingdom because he felt
it woald provide more op-
portunity to serve the
people. Even while dis-
chargirg his official duties
Manickavachakar’s mind
did not swerve from Lord
Siva. It should be the
endeavour of everyone to
cultivate this practice of
keeping the mind riveted

ever mighs be the activity
he may be engaged io,
‘I'houghb difficult, 1t is not
impossibie, provided one
mekes a determingd efs
fort,

l “ Madras Hindw'
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had poble idees of reli-
gion. The French Savamt
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