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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED

Cursap eTl_(Gb YmHEearp USISLBib
ST U SFH RPAUL TS Qib
BrEQD oTI_Wer® Brg) Lreiluyh
urser eLralige wvew oy wrlw.

The eight that go out, the eighteen (10+8) that
come in, the well-made nine-gates the monkey
the twelve (8-+4) horses,—asll these become pigs
if not properly di ected by the driver.

Dispelling Darkness

[ S —

Leap us on! Kindly Light. Let us thus
greet the Great God in adoration at the time of

toe Thirukka:thikai lhiruvilakku ceremonv

Shiva Peruman is Light. He is the HEver-
Reasplerdent Eniightener of souls. We souls wan-
t'nly grope in darkness unaware of the faet that
there 18 a latent Power — the E‘'ernal Light thas
ean meke us see the light on'y if we wish to
do sn.

Despite all the woinders of ssience and the
diffugion of scient:fic knowledge, mothwithgtending
the extension of the effects of electricity ali over
the earth, yet, the darkness in man has not besen
removed. He continues to grop? ia darkened
confusion, OF what avail is then soience or keen
knowl dgs of scien'ific research? Ths D il of
Ignorauee iz the perscmifieation of Darkness. That
the wor'd is being dominecred by the Devl is
evident from the large =oale disasters that are
beivg caused almost every hour hy murderoas
mischief — hijack'ng, black m=iling, kidoapping
highway robbinz and head - busting.  Huwsarisy
has simp'y ignored the existenoe of L ght, [K'se
why should it b2com® corrupt and se+k p'es-ure
in being black-hearted, in practisiny black ar?
Shall we. not evsa at this late h.or lcar» by
our own sufferings that there is ghapnce ieft for
ns to endeavour to see the Light? Cabpot we
learn the signifiance of the rsligious ceremonies —
the heritage of our forbears — and trv to io-
gerpret the meaning theredf to maks cur [I'yas
mor2 subijme?

“gmsasme b THSs@wTNu b HNEsE

GeréeCudmr, sLIACGATET o hissirTGsn D).
wrgésd fasaepali werbupRaurp Ha,
grg ssenfla8i Zew o Guafs soilwaluar,

Fuatile it i8 to search for Him with tco much
of argumentation and ocitation of analogire.
Our Shinirg Lord mavifests Himself as Fiam-
“ipg Fire, Come ve, that would get rid of
your imwense woes, and prceper concentra-
ting your thoughts on Him. And ye, trarqguil-
mioded eages, come quick and sbide in Him,

Garadp arTi ) sL.Ad Do TaLF,
oamp gadp ypsdsrelumds gk
oeand® p 2sm@aropen GomBuad )i mers,
garp srswurhéG @) FAUTMN ereirn S Tid

That the Shicing One manifcsts Himself #s
Flaming Fire means that He is not only the

ontside weridly Light but also manifests
Himeelf as the intense Light r'sing from
wi bin to thcse who contemplate on Him
with steadfast love.

To those whsigiidastifly

Light hss ben =and
¢intinues to be an esen-
tial element for al! sspects
of oreation, Man, the
¢rown of creation, haR
realized 1bs  importinee
Inng before the dawn of
civilizition.  The early
map wopdered st the
varioug aspecis of natprsl
pbhenomwena, Light whe-
ther in the form of the
sup, the mocn, tha stars
«the Jightnim: ard the
fire hes drawn hi: atten-
tion. ile longed to have
the ligh®, wherever, he
lived

When e vlz:uion ai-
vacerd m.p realized the
importaros «f Gua as the
crestor, pro’ector and des-
troyer of the grestion,
who 13 8b v, everytbing
but coon'rois and guides
everytbrg ia the uni
verse . He thonght of the
God a® having a form or
without e form or a
Saguna or Nirgupa Breh
m:n0. A VYedic Sier hazs
said “Truth i: one snd
the sages call It ia van-
ous pame,’’. Man liviog

world visaal.zad God as
light. 1o this respect ae

1s a fondsmestal uoity
among a'l tie g eat reli-
gions of (he wcrld,

‘Th s er and ssio‘s cf
Hindei m rit from the
carliest r cor! of liters-
ture the Kg. !eda bhave
vaiy ofteo refscrsd to th:
God as i1 the form of
light  When one ir.ces
the evtla ion «f eny rel -
goun, Le wil varbly
f{ind tpat the s)clety
wod the 8:ciel h vght of

that parucu ar
wondered at the sun the
moO.n, the siars ete
resi z:d the uscfuicess of
these pastors! phenomens
and observed fShem tco
o'ozely, a8 far ag, tie coald.
He tbought of his Gud
ais) as light, not m rely
ag the awvove natural
phenomena but above and
beyond these.

The idea of God as
this. It deve op#d fur-
ther, when mnobler and

lcr
in variuna perts «f thelsay other deity, Some
‘relig ons treatises deggribe

He

light did not stop with|

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

——e e
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mors subl'me ideas deve-
lop=d; knowledge whe'her
woridiv or divipe teg was
co.ceived as lght, more
part'gularly, the divine
w'edom leeding to the
aultrmate reslization of the
d:vinity in man As op-
posed o this, the ignor-
aren was oonceived of as
the d:rkness deluding the
gouls frem realizing, the
Almighty  *Tawmaso ma
jrutigamaya’  Lead me
irom darkness to light i
t'e fervent praver of ap
Upan 8:d¢ seer-thinker
S:ni ar tdeas are found ip
the other religions too,

Ths idea of G-d es lig't
h#«s beep elsborated 1D
Saiviem, Vaisravism &nd
other ocults ot Hinduism
With the devclopmert of
the idea of a personal
Goed and intense bhakt
or devetion to this divi-
nity, the devetees yesarneo
to nhave & veirn of the
G.d in the fcrm of
eterpal light. Puravjc
gtor:eg describe the great-
ness of tip God a3 Siva
Visnu or Kumsra or

God in the f rm of Cos-

'n sume others too, therejmio light eh-ddng lustre

a'l over the unpiverse.

Socis] {estivals csme to
bs celebrated in the vari
ous srasons of the year.
in o nree of time9, they
w re given a religioue
colouricg. In lndia toe,
a3 n o her parts of the
g obe social apd se-rowBx
fegitoa's were glven
religi us siguificange
acccrdanoe with the
gous tbought of
particalar society.

1o
reli-
the
in

apriunoar lecslty bave b is way, sowe festivale
an 1wporiant beszrlD@ 63
religion. the G d e8
To st rt with, m:n has

ce'ebiate the greatuess o!
the coemic
light purifying the scut
from tbhe #ios or ma as
Awong these, the Deepa-
vali aod tns Kartt kai
Deepam are mote popu-
lar. ‘T'hese two are ceie-
brated iv the Sarad or
Aataan “eason Th» for
mer i8 more popuiar ag &
gocial aud religious fesii
val and vrata in the
Northcrn parts of Indes,
whers-s, latter 18 mmore
popuiar in the SBouth es-
pecially. in Tamilasdu,
[5 18 also to be n ted that
Kartuikai is a co!d moat!

themselves with Him and undemtsidhaibiegrg | aavanaham.org
Bomeor-1g.Crinr R. N, Bivarnawagsm

truth (wi! be olear.,”
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Healthy Democra-
tic Precedent

S Sivasubramaniam
Is s rerorted from
Washington that Mr (sr-
er, the Pre.-idepnt ¢f the
United Stater nf America,
met ths «ld Pregideng
Yy Ford, b 8 predeces-or
m cffice and diecussed
matters relating to their
great conntry between
thg two of them. Mr.
Carter expressed bis satis-
faction after the inter-
view, ipter slia, in the
follow'ng senter ce:-

“There canpot have

been a better demops-
tvation of unity, friend.
ehip and good-will than
has been shewn to me
since the election, by
Pres deny Ford.”

Tnig demeeratie, helpful
snd  stateswanghip pro-
redure s worthy of being
followed by leaders in Bri
Lacke, if 1| may be per-
mitted to say so with
deference. A pew Prime
Minigter c-uld meet an
old Prime Minister in the
sanie maoner. Such a
convention gonld be fo)-
lowed by the Preridents
of our Kepublic as well
as by our country’s Mibis-
ters, and Members of Par-
liament, and officials in
the seirvice of the State.

in Tamilnadn and the im-

portance of the fire or

the ligbt at this time need

sot be reiterated, Fure

ther, the month Karttikai

ale~ is also closely 8880- |
ciated with _the God
Muiuga.

The Karttikai Deepam
a8 & lopg het=ry, poesi-
bly !rom the pre Sangam
days, It isref rred to ia
the Sargam classics like
th» Akapapuru snd Nedu-
oalvaci  This f stival is
¢'osely associsted with the
worship cf Muruks the
God par excellence of the
ancieny T'amils Further
in  the accient Tamil
literary tradition Murpka
i3 the God of the hilly
«reas Some popular Tarmil
expressirns  like  ‘‘the
light of moun‘sin’ (u&v
aler £@) ‘i:ke the beacon
on the summit of & moun-
taio e Peav Qu el
Suuw QGuaew )  ars also
werthy of note

(To be continued)
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