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THOUGHTS TC BE TREASURKED
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Qerpus elsusr, wsrsd, Trree,
pous eflrsl ey, Qureksfliuda, gawc@i
9puses EoQeradlans, JrerusFuear, [sex
Qurpyal Fréger, Qurmsd wrell Jus.

Visvem the oreator of old, Ta'jasan the highly
effulgent Prsjoan  the O oniscient, bighly
praised Virat - Purushan Lord of the word,
Hiranya-garban the golden coloured, Avyakritar
the inlivisible, Itayan holdiog the plougn ol
later fame, Prajapati Lord of souls, Sant:n the
peace-giver of ths heavenly world —these are
the peerless presiding Deities,
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Responsibility That is Religion

P S

Tage foundstion of all Hindu thought lie®
in the Saored Scriptures koowan to the world ae
Vedas snd Sivegamas. The Upanishads belong to
the same source. The devotes has therefore to
learn these Holy Teachings and understand the
identity of the Absolute of philosophy and the God
of Religion. To him the torch of Truth must
be held aloft. Whose respousibility is this ser-
vice to the devotee? Religion is the reassuring

answer
CQurfBarp @arul qud Jaciear 5B Blexspp
L& Qe w e @ A p SyFuisar o Jeari
arex's

Thy devotess sinking in the stormy waters
of boundless suffering have ascended to heaver
holding on to the raft of Thy Heet—says Saint
Manickavasagar. To get on to the raft of redress,
the well kpown sgeot 18 Religion. It has s
responsibility of it8 own, to make those who
belisye in Religion seek the shelter, to direct
them up the path of religious practice. 'Ihe world
at present needs the iostant force of religions
praotice to make the people see thes Truth and
save themselves from decline- Unfortunately there
are too many cross-roads making confusion worse
confounded for the ordinary man. Leaders are
at eroes-purposes, the followers get bewildered at
the complex pet work of paths. This gerious
situation should not be aliowed to deteriora‘e.
Lt the labyrinth be cleared and the road made
visible, This tesk is eppropriately that of religion.
To those who swear by relig'on and to the
orgauisers of religious societi*s we make the simple
suggestion — Do a little bit of Bhrama Dhana, or
in simple words begin to serve both religion and
the religious. This is a responsibility of religion
and duty of those who believe in religious S
paganda.
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A Great Nationalist and Leader of
Saiva Renaissance

BY V. fIVASAMY

Continued from 1a8f issue

Navalar was bornin a
pious Saivy family. He
begame proficient in the

mission schcol run by
Peter Percival who was
impressed 80 much with
the learming of Navalar

1Catechisms on Saivism for

Tamil language and liter-
ature and Banskrit guite
early in life. He learnt
English in fhe Wes'eyan

that he offered him a

Bible apd Navalar's trans-

teaching post. D& ibelpedy thigOlgih
Percival to transleieathe)Rar

lation was compared with
the translation in Indis
and found to be better
and closer to tbe Eaglish
original,

When Navalar reslized
that be had to serve bis
faith, he left the schoo!
and started the Saive
Prakasa Vidyaealai at
Vapnarponnai to  cater
to tha educationa! and
religiovs needs of the
Saivites who were heip-
less at this time. He
held regalar lectures ov
Saivism at the Sivan
temple: He published

the benefit of the Saiva

students. He tried to
rei-tm the BSsgiva faith
from tbe superstitions

end later accretions that
had marred its real greate
ness. Fer example, he
tried to stop animal sacri-
fiece in the temples Io
particular, he Ilsunched
an attack on the abuses
at the historic Nallur
temple, like the amimsl
sacrifice, the danoe by the
pautches etc. He knew
very well that unless be
reformed his faith, be
could not ocope mp with
the wvigorous missionary
propaganda.

Navalar’s religious and
literary activities were
nct confined only to Sri
Lianka. He went to
Tamilnadu several times
to ocarry on his worke
there too. He had e
wider field there. He was
respeoted and held im
high esteem by the lead-
ing Saiva Mutts like the
Thirugnanssampanthar

Adinam in Madura, G&he
Dharmapuram  Adinam
acd particularly the
Thiruvavaduthurai Adi-
nam which econferred him
the title *Navalar’® for
his great elogquence. He

is “popularly known by
this title. Navalar did
not heeitate to pcint out
gome irregularities and
abuges prevailing at the
Sithamparam Temple, the
holiest place for the 8ai-
vites. This proveked the
anger of the priests and
their supporters. Later,
he eatered into a gontro-
verey with one of bhis
contemporary saint Poet
Ramalinga Swamikal. This
is known a8 the ‘Arudpa
-=Ygrudpa' controveray.
Navalar established a
school and Printing Press
at Madras to carry on his
activities unabated. Onpe

may note of Navalar’s
recognition  in  India.
Navalsr’s contribotions

are manifold. He popu-
larized the ¢Prasankam’
method te spread the
tenets of Saivism. Bee
gides and the catechizsms,
prose rendering of the
Periyapuranam and Thiru-
vilaiyadslporanam, edie

OlgiNEKlgnfHa Puensd,
@ifirak-
er publi='

i
kural ete and oth

3
cations are wort'y of
sote, His works or edi-’
tion of claesics are free‘Hap

Rules for
piness in 1977

from apy mistakea. Na-
valar editions ase stuli
sought after by rge:roh| (Coliected by E.P. RaSIAH ) /
scholars, He did every- g . e
thirg as perfect as possi- 1 Live a simple life.
ble. Hsz is the * Father|  D° ffmperate in your
oi Taml Prose” and his hab'?& Avoid self-
style of Tawil pross has eeeking snd seifish-
s peculiar charm and i
acouracy., <& ¥ps2nd less then you
ears, Keep out of
He was interested ip debt. Cuitivate fru-
the welfare of the ocom- gality, prudence and
moD man in other regpeots eelf-denial.
t00. When a severe| 3 Think constructively.
famine staulked in J«ffns ‘I'rain  youreeif to
in 187, people suffered th'nk clearly and see-
much. The relief mea- curetely. Store your
sures umdertaken by the mind with useful>
then colopial government thoughts.
were not adequate. Na-| 4 (Cultivate ialdi
valar did his Dbest to dispogi[‘,jon? ylﬁi:?s%
alleviate the suffer ng of the common tendene
the people. Along with . to want tbings don);
Sir Ponnambalam Rams- yonr own way. Try
pathap and 8 few others, to see the other pef-
he appealed to the Gov- son’s point of view
srnor Longdon end later| 5 Bg grateful Be.i
sent & petiti 0 to the the day’ w;th lgvn
secretary of state for towards all and grati?
colomes_ regardmg‘ '5_bf’ tude for your opportu-
sbuses in the Provincial nities and blessings.
a%ulxz)ntllsihrslnon. : Brut tn: Cultivate a mental
g_ S goverpmen attitude of Peace and
idn’t ligten to bim. He Good-will.
snpported the candidatore| . .. '
of Sir P. Ramanathan to T;)va . Broerousey;
the Legislative Council -06ro._ i no- grester
and the latter wom the joy _in__life .bhan o
elections. Soon after Na- render - happinees to.
valar died and the mantlel ptPera £y e of
fell on the shoulders of intelligent giviag,
Sir P, Rsmanathan who| 7 Work with correct
continned snd kept alive motives. The highest
the ideals of Navalar. purpose of your life
_should be to grow in
Judging from the oir- gpiritual grace.
cumstances under which| 8 Be ipterested ia the
Navalar worked, his achi- well-being of cthers.
evements are ssupendous In the degres you
There is as yet no unani: give, serve and help
mity, a2 to whether others; will you ex-
circumstances create s perience the by-pro- ‘
great man Or a grest man duots of happines
makes full use «f thel g p, always goo
gircuwustances te bhia ad: others: If yogoannob
vantege and  becomes do any, refrain from
prominent. By whatever doing ‘any berm to
stapdards one may assess, others
the personality of Navalar 0 K .I ith God
is certainly outstanding. E Tﬂfp s 08; w1th_0 !
He may be compared to h"’e. and enduring
Dayananta darasvatij appiness depends og
Both believed firmly in close allianse: Wik}
the Vedio tradition. Both H.im' :
were dyoamic figures, iv[ll Live in & day-light
their own way, in the compartment. Have
history of Hinduiem. a hobby. Cultivate
Both were great oational- ad  sssociation to
ists snd have Jeft an in: which yon can tarn
delible msrk im their for diversion and re-
wotherlands.  All  the laxation.
subsequent Baiva organi.|18 ey 14 480
zations of Sri Lanka draw yojpri: G'ﬂ'w%m_"gﬁ
their inspiration from the sin Bpessd Gasss Bib
exemplsry hfe and works @sill 50 @ a) G e
of Navalar, Guwb i1

eragad aprg Quils mdud ) #yda e
Gavagpomp ars Qrie gopaar guifsd arps
prérvemp upbas Carda pppad Cadd vds
Cuadowtsrd eseld dadgs aas Quderdy
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