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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED

srwe Qagel mnis: Poa S9.5.9,
g Ge5DBACsPES, o oanf

b Ty gmsdar a«@or empas @b
srow H8&wgs shouce er@p.

O.! how the Divine Light, shining within the
Om that resounds like rioging bells, dawned on
me that was steeped in bewilderment, when [
rooted out desire, anger and delvsion!

Friday. December 31, 1976

Way Out of Worldly Woes

——ifp

Wu.T is the part that is being played by
religion in the present set up of life? Tie
question 1s apparently simple but the explanation
must certainly be difficult.

The goal of life as defined by religious tea-
ohers is the Realization of Bliss. No religion
conforming to the traditionally defined tenets can
have any other purposes The ideal may _be de-
finitely set down but the means to attain the
end will have to face factual obstruction in the
course of the incidemoe of the multifold phascs
of materialism Thus the note of religion bas to
be examined from time to time in the back-
ground of conflicting circumstances of life.

Merely becsuse the method of living is bein®
compulsorily changed by extraneous circumstances’
the path of religious practice cannot be relaid’
nor can a parallel or slternate way provided
The mass of confusion in the mwind of the ocom-
mon man resulting from the impact of adverse
circumstances can be resolved only by per:uad ng
every individual to seek the aid of _religion in
the struggle for survival, The capacity «f reli-
gion is iofinite; it has the power to preserve
good, maintain goodwill, and therefcre to elimi-
pnate evil. Thne response to the eall of religien
may not be collective; it I8 ocertainly individual,
To put it briefly. the purpose of life can be
gerved only where religion becomes accepted in
regular praetice.

The Hindu Religion has the follest ezpacity
to meet the migntiest of materialistic obstruction
and conflict. Hindus, therefore, have only to live
a8 true Hindus to realize the benefits of having
been a Hindu. However convulsed modern life
msay be, the reaffirmation of religious practice
would effect relief and restore the true ord r.
Heonce the need of the hour is for intensive and
extensive preaching of religion. Faith io the
fature arises only where the mind aoquires con-
fidence. This can be effected by putting religion
ingo profitable practioce,

Administrative ' Apathy

With the amazing rate of increass in the
population of the world more and greater problems
have appeared making the task of g-nersl ad-
ministration heavier and rougher, Even ia the tiniest
ol couutries this new situation has its immediate
incidence. Sri Lianka by any measure has overgrown
beyond the proportion of its geographical exient.
Hence the responsibility of administering the norwsl
requirements of life is no doubt uousually heavy.
But the mere fact that the task of administra
tion is extreme cannot be adduced as a reason
for lack of efficiency in the most important sec-
tors of daily rousine such as the

of health and the presentation of the mirimom
comfort and coonvenience of hving.

Perhaps the time has com» now that the
General Eleotion is due, for the drawbacls in
administration to be pointed ont by ths people in
order that coutesting candidates may weli in ad-
vance plan for a future reconstruction of the
machinery of administration. Here is not a gnes-
tion for the Givernment alone to amswer. Every-
one who hss 8 hand in the daily affairs of the
country has to analyse the oauises for the deteri-
oration in the standard of efliciency For ine-
tsnca, why is it that the C T, B., the Railwass, the
Airways, the Seaways cannut devide & more sabis:
frotory scheme of eervice? How is it that the
psssenger who wuses these modes of trameport is
befilad by utterly ucdependable timstables, late
runninge, cancelled services and, more than v ry-
thing else, consequent commotioa of over-orowd ng.

Legislators have also the responsibiiity «f
providing for the effisient adin‘nistration of +h i~
schemss. ‘Tha suppyv of eestreitv, to txke
another example, 18, in the rural areas, of 1y x~d
value No aurrest, no water — i8- 4  @ompiamnt
that has become & normsail atfair for the house-
wife who alieady grouses that firewood iz in short
supp'y. Ths lobg tale of woes of the voter wili
be too muoch for politicians who dares to woo
bis vote. But the story of suffering must be
parrated for what it is worth Should the com
mon man oootinue to suffer in his daily exsrijon
to run his household ?

Sri Lanka (Eelam) and The Tamils

By B. SIVASUBRAMANIAM
(Life Member, Jaifna Saiva Paripalans Sabhai
and Retircd Proctor)

Tamil Hindus were the
original inhabitactts of Sri
Lanka or Eslam or Ceylon
millepioms ago. They
inhabited the entire couc-
try. It is also almost
oertain that the present
Island was part of a very
much bigger land mass,
sometimes called Lemuris,
the msjor portion of
which has been swallow d
up by the ocean. There:
after, in additien to th-
original inhabitants viz,
the Tamil Hiondus, the

Mabhatittha, Munnisa-
ram domioating Sala-
watta and the Pear!
Fiwhery, Tandeesvaram
near Mantota, Tairu-
konesvaram opDosite|
the great Bay of Koddi-
ysr, and Nskalesvaram
near Kankesanthuraj'’

“Everyene must goncede
that the chief influrnoe
whioch has been exer-
cised on the Sinhalese
Court throaghout its
History was the Dravi-
d av interests of South

country was subscquently India. T am of opi
populated from time to] ., lopg befor:m}?]z
timea by groups of people| ,rrical of Vijaya the

coming from outside in-|
cluding Prince Vijiya
who and bis followers
alsd happened to be
Hindus Others also came.
Fosion of races further
took place. Certain go-
called historic:l coucepts
presently in vogue awmong
gsome q1iarters to the con-
trary ars erroneous,

country had been fully
ocoupird by Dravidiap
Raccs

“1 hope the Tamil peo-
ple will realise that in
trath there is buried in
their sands the story of
much more fagcinating
development than tuey
had hitherto dreamed.”

[t is respeoif lly sub.
mitted that it would be
unwite, harmfual and un-
digoifisd for Tamils and
Hindus of the present
generation to think of be-

The antiquity of the
Tamil Hinda nation in Sri
Lanka oould be gauged
from ssveral sources of
various kinds. The fol-
lowing extract from the

| *quality,

of the country, the entire-
ty of whish has been theirs
‘or countless millenjume
from the beg'mpirg of
creation by God Almighty,
Thin particalar point is
of paramonnt importanee
while it is recognised that
th re are other sspects as
weil in relaticn to the pre-
gent political situation

In passipg, the present
age of the world is said to
bave begun on Friday,
the 18th Februsry B C.
3102 It is expected to
tast for 432,000 years
There were three
rther Yugas before thie,
viz.  Krita lasted  for
1,728,000 yeare; Treta
lasted for 1,246 €00 years;
and Divapora lasted for
831,000 years, M dern
G-oicg ant (rsmology,
A chaelogy and Antkro-
polrgy and other tranch s
of | nowledge and research
are veering to the view
that the age of the earth
roos inte millions of years
countiess, nnknown and
unkoowable Such views

{c pnfirm the ancient Hindu

thaories though perhaps
in oonfliot with what
sow» scholars hsy: st-
tempted to proponnd after
the Christian era,

The path of wisdem
both for tte present and
for all toture times and
in fairness to our past
legacy would be for the
Tamil people in all parts
of ~ri Labka to strive for
brother - hood,
co-operation and friend-
ship for an undiv ded Sri
Larka with the Sinhalese
aod Muslim communities,
bith of whem are very

closely and intimtely
connected with the Tamil
peop'e  The identical

proced.re holds good for
the other two communi-
ties as wall,

There 1s confesion be-
hind the use of the
Eaglish expretion *‘Self-
determisation’ a term
coined by Dr. Woodrow
Wilson, President of the
United States of Amerios,
about the time of the First
World War, as being
applicable in the caze of
tbe Tamls visa vis Sri
Lauka, if it could b» said
g0 with all respset. Such
corfusion would result ip
barm to the Tami’'s as
well as to the entire goun-
try, Sri Lanka, whigh
originally, sud e.culsive-
ly belonged to the Tamila
from the brginning of
Time,

Soiks of — Di Baut B ing content with a por igp

Peiris Siriwardene Dera-

(To be continued)

niysgala, an eminent Sin-
halese historiap, scholar,
admioistrator, judge and
patriot, is illuminatiog

uragpld® apry Quils

*Long before tha arri:
val of Vijaya thers was
in Sri Lanka five recog-
nised [evarams of Siva
which olaimed and :e-
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