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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED

TLGumorar @ pair o p@or erer gy
wiusl) arCet Hwrar welQereo,
S iburaver Qe NDypsewr Qurd gyei
Sbums Qarotoer p spurenr srler,

When the Devas with sweet-smelling garlands
complained to the Lord regarding the atrocities

“Humanity Is Onei

And All Are
Equal”

e—cacn.,

“Humabpity is one and

comwited by the Asura (king Sooran and played
for redvess , the Supreme Lord told the handsome
red complexjoned Arumukha Swamy to go and
destroy their (the Devas’)

all are equal’” gaid Sri
P, Pandit Secretary of
the Aurobinda Asram in

enemies. pondicherry in the course

of his interesting and illn-
minating lecture on the
Foundations of Indian
Culture delivered under
bhe auspioss of the South
Asian Studies Seminar at

e —

the Jaffna Campus on the
9th February,

At the beginning of his
lecture 8ri Paudit said

Friday, {March 4, 1977

Making Both Ends Meet!

that
.|world peeds

the present day
horizontal

Sri Lanka Is Essentially?

T —

Tbe appears to be an
impression that 8ri Lanka
| Ceylon j is essentially
aryan and Sinhale |
meinly due to the valgar
and crude view held that
those who speak Sinha gee

are  from North India
and those who epesk
Tamil are from South

India, (Senake Bindara-
naike, Sunday Obaerver,
23-11-73, and a'so identi-
fying the ethnology of =
people only by the langu-
age they speak.

Even accorling to the
Mahawamsa the coloniga-
tioo of Ceylon at the be-
ginning of its recorded

( BY J. R. SINNATAMBY )

to  Malalagekera
L'tersture of
' Paravavitane
("ulture of the Siahalese),
Mendis (E.r]y History of
Ceylon, Geiger (Caltore
of Ceaylon ijn Mediaevaj
Times) P. E, Pieris {Cey.
lon Daily News, 22-2-1919
Nell (*“Ethnology of Cey-
lon”, RASCB, Vol 12,
No 42, 18yy), Indurawe
Panna‘issa (Timeg Week.
ender, 18.3.69),

( Pali
Ceyion }
‘Art and

It is very relevant o
note in this coptexg that
the Port  at which the
Pandyan Princess disem~
barked at Mannar was
already g Hourishing port

gpitituality which could

history is Tamilisn- zocording. to the Mahg-

—f—

Tas means must justify the ends!
the philosophy of life, Henece it has a religious
bearing. DBut the ends that must mnecessarily
meet, in the parlamce of praosioal living, perhsps
denote a different significance. However, the ends
are emnde,

In the comity of nations, the U. N.
the ends do not meet; oonflict of views, trepds
and courses of activities, therefore, prevail, In
lesser spherss of international groupings also the
proverbial Round Table is never so round ag the
phrase signifies. Nations have several rounds ef
telks but without the semblance of 8ny chanoce
of differences getting narrowed down even o a
minimum degres of agreement, Anpd in every
oountty the different communities haye the same
experiengs,

“The West is West and the East
Never the twain shall meet,”
only as fer as ideologies, habits

interest the masses, He Wijeya came from Vangs
emphasized that msn is|la Dravidisg Mongoloid
woving from iodividual-|country, Dven if it is
ism to collectivism in al] [assumed that he}wagingﬁo-
sotivities of life. This is fv;{!’afémﬁgﬂ ,.{‘?{fnjﬁ;g;““;{:
the age of universal man. his ()uesp and the wives
Contiouisg further, he for wvhe 700 followers of
8aid that there should be| Wijiya and their reticue
8 natural synthesis and|and the 18 gui'ds wrruk;d
not eclectigism of all c.ui- 338‘3 i;‘;oo"t::'jnig“;tib;
tures. Thereafter, g Wijays, as the Quaeen
directly to the point of

his lecture, he said that

ceme from ths Papdyan
kingdom in Sovth India.

“‘tbe horizontalization of

spiritualiby and inter relj.

Thig Pandyan Lingdom is
refe:red to by Megas he-
gious gpiritual movements
are the foundations of

pes (4th century B, ()
Indian Calture”. Rafer-

wawmes itself whigh referg
fo it as the great land-
ing place and g pointed
out by B. J. Perers {Cey-
I'n  Historjgs)
Yol. 1, No, 92, P 119)
was *'No don g
Tami's long
Aryan settlement in Cey~
lon’, It hag 2le0 been
referred to by Brohier ag
a trading emporiam well-
established befoyg Wijey,s
arrival as testifipg by the
Mahawamsa. Even the
pors Uratota, (Ur-Kavul.
Turai), Kayts, jg mentigp-
ed as 8 pory ug early as
the reign of Pandu.vasy-
deva in the Hth century
B.C. in the Rajavaliya.

That is

befere the

is East
This ia opinion
and customg are

and algo by Asoks in his
inscriptiocs This king-
dom is shown in Ptolemy’s

concerned. DBut man, the individaal, bas two ends ring to the values of )ife, wap (C 100 A, D-) ard|(Nicholas, JRASCB, 1959,
that determine hig living. He must get to spend.|he said that “ihe ideals, | Tami| Nad (Dam rice) of | Vol B  Speocial number,
Io other words earn he must if he should enr-lthe synthesis and the|[ndis is showy ip Pentin-

81}
vive. It is bere that the State and the Com- S5
munity have a bearing on the affairs of the
individuals Ecomomic trepds and political polioiag
have scquired a say in the matter of the indi-
vidual making both ends meet.

Tilling she seil, eogaging
enrolling in professional dotjes
are gome of the difforent ways in which a living
can be made. Bat jp every ome of these
approaches the individual hag to endeavonr,
limited by several rules and régulations, varying
in the degres of imgidengs.

Where the sphere of 6xpendikure ie gomoerned
the common man has problems growing in severity
almost day by day. He hag no hand in keeping
the cost of necessaries of |ifg under gontrol.
Only the State hag it; but Business, both big
and small, exercises 8 hidden power in determining
prices. And that is how the ordinary man, nay
any individual, finde its absolutely impogsible to
make both ends megt.

Coconut at & rupee and a half, oil costing
five a bottle, chilligs being rare even for fiftesn
vegetables weighing in gold, not to speak of
textiles, leaving out eonsiderstion of medical
needrs how on earth oan the common man hopg
$0 live even a8 a pauper?

practical aspects are im-
pertant. The fubndsmen.
tal basis of Indian Culture
is the comcept of gp
Infinite Reality oalled
by such names as Siva or
Brabma or any other
Dame. The recogrition
of the divinity in man is
8 salient featurs. [ndia
did not differentiate bet-
ween spirituality and
secnlariem as the west,
Here both are intertwined
harmoniously. Satyamn is
the law of truth Rtam
is the working truth in
the Rgveda; Dharma is
that which holds one ag
explained in the Maha-
bharata. He explained
succinetly the values of
the Purusarthas and the
intrineic mature of the
Varnasrama Dharma ang
said ¢ By following
thes® man becomes per-

ger’s Tabel prepared go-
der the direation of Geney.
al Agrippa (€ 29 B C,..
In this eontext refercnce
may also be made to
Walkers ( Hindu World,
P, 189), Geiger (Culsure
of Ceylon in Medineval
times), B.C. Law, (His
toricsl geography of Auvci-
ent India PP 180 - 18)),
Mendis (Lsrly History of
Ceylon P 9, P 20, F N 2),
Paul K. Pieris (Sinbalg
and Patriots, P 7). Anands
Coomaraswamy Mediae.
val Siohaless Arts P 2)

_Frofessor Rabin of ghe
Hebrew niversity of
Isruel hag pointed out
that the Tamj] people
iived in South Ingja and
traded with westery Asia
in sbout 600 B, C, In a
prper read at the Inter-
national Conference Semi.
Dar of\Tumil Studies,
1968 at Madras, he hes
pointed out *Thig brief
survey has, I think, prov-
ed that at least  some
Tamil words came jinto
Hebrew, certainly in ghe
6th century B, C., proba-
ly even in the 10th.
This, I think, clearly
points o the presenece
of Tamil gpeakers in
Tamil Nad at thig early
period”,

(To be continued)

in manual labour,
and doieg business

Since the advent of
Wijaya there hes been
intimate and olose gu'-
tural, religions, linguistic,
sogial and ethuic contacss
with South Indis from the
remotest times acoording

The State owes a duty o the people. Expla-|fect. Humanity is one{—___ S =
pations of these abnoymal situations cannct solve|sud all are equal. The
the problem. If reseuroes cam he found by the(defects of the gocial

UTErQPRd wpr gy Quirs wsfaier ¢s s78a Lodrerd
Come ywp gps Qeurs Goplar 5eltad «rpa
Brarnap wpnes GergHa Bhpab Cadrd nag
CuiressQan wrafy dudcs s.as Gusémrmg

Adminpistration to give employment by the thou-
sands why cannot steps be taken to control priges
of all essential artioles and o keep the middle
man and the Black Market ot of bounde ?

The survival of the comwmon man is 8 matter
of the atmoet importance to the existence of the
nation. Hence the respomsibility of the Govern-{and one synthentic angd
monk to intervene immediately and effectively in|accommodative nature

making the necessaries of life availablg to the peo k?}?ﬂédtby Nadigth o€ lfuxe

at reasonable rates snd helping every pingle person e bt il
weke beth ends meet, $98¢ m&h‘ﬁ.ﬂf’g’q i

system are later score-
tions- Iodian Culture is
unique as it hag assimj-
lated the values of the
other oultures. It is he-
cause of its spiritusl bagis
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