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CITY CLOCK TOWER

et ————

The Northern City known to recorded history
by several names, Jaffna to the foreigmers and
Yarlpanam to the indiginous people, has landmsrke
natural and artificial that redound to its credit.
Temples, Churches and Mosques adorn the Town
with the accent on oriental art. The Fort and
the moats reveal the hand of the foreigner with
the ‘natural esplanade as a background. All these
went to make up the historic town. Along with these
the Clock Tower has a history of its own which
we reprodace elsewhere in this issne of the Hindu
Organ written as far back as 1892,

What significance the Clock Towe: has for a
city can be gauged omly by the cultural progress
of the place and the people. The Eiffel Tower
eminently towering above the City of Paris has 2
history of eeveral centuries and till recently had
enjoyed the distinction of being the tallest in that
category in the worilde The Tokyo Tower which
mow is towering above the Eiffel Tower in height
. belongs to the modern age. Both these Towers serve

a8 spinners of foreign exchamge for their respec-

tive countries with hundreds of thoosands of
tourists visiting them as places of intercst and
_entertainment,

The Jaffna Clock Tower in a humble way
does not fail to attract the attention of visitors
to the City but has nothing else to offer for enjoy-
rient exgept its simplicity of structure. The Nor-
thern City has made vast strides of progress in
the matter of facilities such as a fine Library.
Stadium, Open Air Theatre besides modernised
establishments such as the Post Office and the Railway
Station, The City Fathers would do well to msake
the City Tower more attractive by providing stalls
with articles that have a value for tourists Along
with the indicstion of time, hourly chiming would
be & plessant diversion. An instrument measuring
atmospheric preesure and forecasting weather csn
~ be advantageously installed. The extract of the
account of tke Clock Tower that appears else-
where will, we are confident, ocreate a feeling of
pride in us and induce the emergetic Mzyor who
only recentiy had done spiendidly well in getting
statues of Thiruvallovar, Auvayer, Mabatma
Gandhi, Sri la Sri Arumugas Navalsr, Dr, Avsanda
Coomarssamy, Sir P. Bamanathan, Sir P Aruns
chalam spd Sri SomasunderaPalavar erected to take
suitable steps to make wore use of the histeiioigg

8ri S, Bivasubramaniam
Attorney at Law, Colombo )

Notes on Jaffna by

{John H. Martyn

The Jaffna
Clock Tower

“The Jaffna Cloek Tower
commemorates the visit in
1875 of his Royal High~
ness the Prince of Wales
to Ceylon and perhaps
also Sir James Longdan
administration of the Is-
land from 1877 to 1884.

|The Tower was designed

by Mr, Smither, the Gev-
ernmwent Architect. The
cost was met partly by
the balance of the Jaffna
frince of Wales’ Recep-
tion Fund amounting to
Rs. 6000/- and partly by
further local esntribation
amounting to Ras. 4000/-
The clock was the gift
of Sir James Longden”.

—J. 0. Guardiam,
May, 26 1892

Mr.C. W.
Kathiravelpiliai

“Mr Kathiravelpillai com™
bined in himself qualitie®
which could rarely b®
found in one individual
He was not only 'a persen
of very high socisl posi-
ticn, but was algo 8 gentle-
man of unbiemished cha-

racter, spotless  inte-
grity and vast eru-
dition. Neither ocalum-
ny nor jealousy could

point to ome inocident in
bis private or publio life,
88 a lawyer or a Govern-
ment Official, which
cculd be considered un-
worthy of the eminent
position which he " held
amoag his countrymen,He

wes one o0f whom
his countrymen were
justly and truly pround,
and was an  orpa-

ment t0 the Tamil Com-
munity. He was a man
of serene temper, calm
judgment and unruffled
patience.  Nothing could
disturb the equanimity of
his mind, even om occa-
sions of the sorest trial or
the greatest excitement.
Although he has died full
of years—he was about 80
years of age at the time
of his deatb—and fall of
honeurs, yet his death is a
great loss to the commu-
nity.

Having retired a few
years ago. he was fully
ocoupied till a few days
before his death in the
preparation of a Dic-
tiopary of the Tamil lan
guage., Tkis work, though
incomplete, will be a
standing mopument to
his soholarship snd per-

PLOCK TOWEB—as the YARL TOWER. o)
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( From the Silver
Jubilee Number
of the Hindu Orgzan —
1914)

(Continued from last issue)

( Reproduced oa a sug
gestion of Sri S. Siva-
subramaniam of Colombo
who has an abiding inter-
est in the affairs of the
Sabhai and its Journals )

Among those who found-
ed the “Hindu Organ’,
and cordially co-operated
in establishing it on a
firm and successful foof-

ing, special mention
should be made of Mr. V.
Casippillai, the present

Crown Proctor of Jaffna
and Becretary of the Saiva
Paripalana Sabhai ard of
Mr. 8.T. M. Pasupatoy
Chettiar, Treasurer of the
Sabhai.

Mr. A Cathiravelu took
a very prominent and
leading part as Joint
Editor from the early part
of 1891 to July 1892,
when Mr. A Sabapathy
became sole Editor; in
fact he contributed dur-
ing this period of joint
Editorship more artioles
to its columns than Mr.
Sabapathy. Though Mr.
Cathiravela cessed to be
joint Editor between July
1892 to July 1899, yet be
very readily acted as Edi-
tor more than once during
the absence of Sabapathy
from Jafina and did bot
lose his interest in the
“Hinda Organ’”. §The
“Hindu Organ” and Hio-
do Commaunity are, under
a very deep debt of grati-
sude to Mr. Cathiraveln
for coming to the rescue of
the psper soon after the
death of Mr. Chellappa-
pillai #nd editing it with
great public spirit, cons-
picuous ability and at
cousiderable self - sacri-
fica for long periods; in
fact his articles were
characterised by breadth
of view, vastness of infor-
mation and socundness of
jndgment, sustaining the

that ifs firet volume
which is just out deals
with only words beginp-
ing with ¢ 9, the
first letter of the Tamil

alphabet.”
—Hindu Ozgan,

&t the South Asian
Studies Seminar

At the twelfth meeting
of the South Asian Stu.
dies Seminar held at the
Jaifna Campus on May 24,
Dr. H. W. Thambiah read
a very interestisg paper
on Hindu Law (especially
the Dharmasastras) the
Kandyan law and the
Bormese law—A Compa-
rative Analysis.

At the outset, Dr. Tham-
bish traced the antiquity
of the Dravidians and re-
ferred to somse aspects of
the law and the customs,
a8 prevailing among them.
He said that in theancient
South India, there pre-
vailed mot only the ma-
trilineal buot patriarchal
and bilinesl systems.These
had spread to Ceylon too
and oonsequently, one
observes these im both the
Sinhalese and Tamil so-
cial systems. He cited
numerous parallels to em-
phasize hie point of view.
He also said that the
Dbarmasgastras written in
Scuth Icdia mainly re-
flected the ideas of the
Dravidiars. He referred
to the rights of inheri=
tance, some local cere-
monies and other items of
a similar opatore. He
stressed that the Siphalese
and the Tamils had more
in common.

A lively discusgion fol-
lowed and many from the
audience participated.

}

reputation of the paper as
a useful and impartis]
organ ¢f the public.

Mr. T. Ksilasapillai con-
tinued to be Manager and
Tamil Editor till 25th
November, 1596,

Mr. P. Kartigesapillai
succeeded Mr. Kailaga-
pillai as Manager and
L'amil Editor on a nomins]
salary. He wse, however,
relieved of bis daties as
M.nager on 1st June 1903
by Mr. 8. Kapdishpillai,
The gradual improvement
of the *“Hinda Organ?”,
and its continued success
in the realm of journalism,
havs been chiefly due to
indefatigable labours,
organising capacity, busi-
pess babits and technical
skill of Mr. 8. Kandiah-
pillai, the present Ma-
sager. : .

April 20, 1904

{ To be continued )
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