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PLEASING PROSPECT

According to informed observers the atten-
dance _ at Temple High Festivals and even on
ordinary occasions has been rapidly increasing
during the ourrent yesr. People have now realized
prayer ajome cau help them Poverty snd
disease together with the prohibitive prices of the
necessaries of life have caused in the mind of man
a feeling of frustration that eventually leads him

to the proper path—Prayer.

Commenting on the ecapacity of pilgrimage
Ssint Thirumoolat’ sweet lines

sT@ Garapd B HEEIsTd b

Csy s Bty fa@umuordr a6 o

ur@leér vrgdueniifar Licwlisg 6

sigw Qeeres sé CGarOariué @srareGar,

describe in poetic inspiration the trus significance
of pilgrimage and prayer,

“Go on piigrimage to sacred shrines in (dilfer-
ent parts of) the country and cities, treat them
as God Himself. sing His praiss and worshlp them.
If you do so. He will make your heart His

dwelling place’-

If the large crewds of worshippers at the
different shrines would only pause a while and
reflect more deeply on the real significance of
pilgrimage and prayer they would make themselves
better equipped to realize the true effects of such

religious life,

Prayer is an act of devotion that calls for
purity both inne: and cuter- Form of food, manner
of living and loftiness of thoughts always infiuence
the effect of prayer. For more things to be
wrought by prayer, the mind must be disciplined
and the cravings for un-Saivaite activities should
be avoided,

The time has come for us all to effect changes
within curselves with a view fto making ourselves

fit into the Saiva pattern of life by plaomgbdnou

killing, prohibition, ohagtity ard truthfulness
principles of proper living, A true Saiva wﬂy)olﬂ
Jile can always help man survive the perils of llfe.

DANCE OF SHIVA

i Dr. Apanda
K Coomaraswamy)

{ Continued from last issus )

The first is an evening
dance in the Himalayas,
with a divine chorus, des.
oribed as follows in the
Shiva Pradosha Stotra:

¢ Placing the Mother of
the three Worlds upon e
golden throne studded
with precious gems, Shu-
lspani dances on the
heights of Kailasa, and all
the gods gather round
about:

‘Gandharvas, Yakshas.
Patagas, Uragas, Suddbas,
Sadhyass. Vidyadharas,
Amaras. Apsaraseg, and sll
the beings dwelling in the
three worlds assemble
there to witness the celes-
tial dauce and hear the
music of the divine choir
at the hour of twilight. ’

This evening danoe is
also reterred to in the in-
vocation preceding the
Katha Sarit Sagara.

In the pictures of this
dance, Shiva is two-hand-
ed, and the cooperation of
the gods is oclearly indi-

* |eated in their position of

chorus Therse is RO pros-
trate Asura trampled un-
der Shiva’s fest, So far
as I know, no special inter-
pretations of this dance
oceur in Shaiva literatare.

The sccond well known
dance of Shiva is called
the Tandava, and belongs
to His temasic aspect as
Bhairava or Vira-bhadra,
it is performed in ce-
meteries and  burnping
grounds, where Shiva usu-
elly in ten-armed form,
dances wildly with Devi,
accompanied by troops of
capering imps. Represen-
tations of this deance are
common smongst ancient
sculptures, as at Elura,
Elephanpte, and also Bha
vaneshvara. The tandava
dance is in origin thatof a
pre Aryan divinity, half-
god, half-demon, who
holds his' midnight revels
in the burning ground. Io
later times, this dance in
the cremation ground.
sometimes of Shiva, some-
times of Devi, is inter-
preted in" Shaiva and
Shakta literature in a most
touching and profound
SeL86

Thizdly, we have the
Nedanta dance of Nata-
raja before the assembly
(sabhs) in the golden hall
of Chidambaram or Tillai,
the ccntre of the Universe,
firet revealed to gods and
rishis after the submission
of the latter in the forest
of Taragam, as related in
the Kovil Parensm, The
legend, which has sfter
all, no very close connec-
tion with the real meanirg
of the dance may be sum-
marised as follows

.ﬁyélﬁ N

§iel | rishye!

Tara

of the Mimamsa,

eré‘

proceeded Shiva to con-
fute them, accompanisd
by Vishnu disguised as a
beantiful woman, and Ati-
Sheshan. The rishis were
at first led to violent dis:
pute amongst themselves,
but their snger was soon
direoted against Shiva,
and they endeavoured to-
destroy Him by means of
incantations. A fierce
tiger was ereated in saori-
ficial fires. and rushed up-
on Him; but smiling gent-
ly, He seized it end, with
the nail of His little fin.
ger, stripped off its skin
and wrapped it about
Himself like a silkin cloth.
Undiscouraged by failure,
the sages renewed their
offerings, and preduced a
monstrous serpent, which
however, Shiva ceized and
wreathed about His neck
like a garland. Then He
begen to dance; but there
rushed uwpon Him a last
monster in the shape of a
malignant dwarf, Muya-
laka., Upon him the @od
pressed the tip cf His foot,
and broke the creature’s
back, so thst it writhed
npon the ground; and eo,
His _last foe prostrate,
Shiva resumed the dance,
witnessed by gods and
rishis.
( To be continued )

NOTICE

IN THE DISTRICT GOURT OF
POINT PEDRO
No. 13035
1 Vipasithamby Sivagna-
nasuntharap
2 and wife Mangayat-
karasi both of Thum-
palai, Point Pedro
Vs. Plaintifis
+ Aopamalai Rejadorai

2 and wife Saraswathy
beth of Thumpalai,
Point Pedro

Defendants
It is hersby motified
that sction No. 13035 has
been  instituted in the

Distriect Court of Po nt
Pedro for the partition
and/or sale of the land

called -Korachia-alai’ ip
extent 8 ims. v.c 9% ku-
lies si‘uated at Thumps-
iai, Poipt Pedre, Vada-
maradchy Division, Jaffna
District.

The dsfcndants snd the
above npamed sre sum-
moned to appear in the
District Court, Point Ped-
ro on the 8th day of Sep-
tember, 1976, .

By order'of Court,
M. Nadarajah
CC/Registrar
Drawno by
Sgd. P Sandralingam
Astorney-et- Law
for Piaintiffs

Lejter to the Hditor

Jaffna Saiva
Paripalana Sabhai

o IR

+Continued from lsst issue )

9. So far as the Sabhai
is concerned, it oan en-
courage ard support Tem-
ples in Jaffna Peninsula
to have their own Asso-
ciations, Libraries and
other medium of service;
similar assistance could be
rendered in regard to the
schools and University
Campuses.

10. Travelling become
iBconvenient and expem-
give, Hence, if the Sabai
becomes a Constituent
Element in any other
organisation it would in-
volve great inconvenience
and expense which  the
Sabhat and members cap-
not stand. Suvch incon-

venience &nd expense 8

also not warranted. The
same disability will arise
if branches of the Sabhai
are formed. Hence, it is
very desirable on thag

reason slone to avoid bese

coming &  constituent
member of
Asecciation or on the
other hand form brapches.
il. In tedays Daily
News (Tuesdsy 12th) st
pege 1 there is an item
of pews which refers to
the peesibility of a Con-"
gress of Religion being

{held by a German Profes-

sor next year in 8ri
Lanka. The Professor is
said to be staying at Ho-
tel Taprobane. Inquiries
might be sent to him for
by correspondence on be-
haif of the Sabai asking

for particulars eo that if -

the Sabhai go* wishes:

after ascertaing particu-

lare, it could participate
in the Congress nexs year.
i€. A very importang
piece of service which the
Seiva Paripalaca Sabhai
eould do, is to establish a
school or training centre
for Saiva Priests (non
Brahmin Pr.ests,. It isno
advisable or przcticable to
try to bring both sections
of the Priesthood toge-
ther. Kach seciion muss
be allowed and emcourag-
ed snd supported tO ren-
der gervice gach in its own
way. Tben alone can the
Satva Community flour-
ish in a Religious, Culfu-
ral, Social and General
manver to the best.

(8. BIVASUBRAMANIAM
Life Mambers Saiva
Paripalana 8abhai )

108/2 Hulsdorf 8¢,

Coiembo
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riated and publiched by the
palana Babhai,i Jaffna, at

) August 22, 1875,
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