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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED
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The ignorant know not either the Foot or Head
(of God), The Poot is Divine Love. The Head
is Divine Wisdom, the source ( of all creation ,
The soul attaims emancipation when the Foot
(Divine Grace) leads it to Divine Wisdom.
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Heritage in Historical Records

It is true that the devotees of the Saiva Faith
have a glorious heritage and rich traditlon in the
prolific pages of Saiva Literature. It is also a
known fact that the extant literature is but 8
portion of the vast proncuncements of the long
line of saints and sages of ancient times. How-
ever, the absenee of aunthoritative chronicles of the
biographies of all those literators who had from
time to time embellished our literature makes it
difficvlt for students of research to trace a conti-
muity of the comtext of spiritusl revelations in
the form of historical records,

The History of Saiva Literature wonld be a
voluminons presentation of the lives and works of
saints, sages and scholare. The biographical re-
cords of the comtribution of the @reat Navalar to
our literature answer to some degree the require-
ments of students of research. But there are other
scholars whose writings require to be biographi-
cally recorded. Shri 8. Shivapadasundarampillai,
the author of the Saiva Potham series, and Thiru-
varudpayam, Mudaliyar S. Sabaratnam (Essentials of
Hinduism), Skri A. Visuvanathan ( Elements of
Saiva Siddantham). Bhrama Sri Kasibasi Senthil
Natha Iyer the Pulavars and Pundits Kumarasamy of
Chunnakam, Kumarasamy of Puloly, Sivasambu
of Udupiddy, Sasgarapandithar of Neervely,
Somasundarapulavar -of Navaly, to mention a few
ave names thas frequently occur in the exposition
of the principles and practice of Saivaism.  Fall
- biographies of these eminent Ssiva leaders would
be a useful comtribution.

In this connection our readers will do well to
refer to the review of the life and writings of Bir
Muttu Cumarasamy that appears elsewhere in this
edition, The author of this volume, Mr. 8.
Durai Rsja Singham of Bingapore has unremittingly
devoted himself to the arduous hobby of delving
into the pages of recorded notes of the achieve-
ments of our leaders of the past and had com.
piled in @ convincing manner the [Po i %n
story of those great men. This is a é@%ﬁ I§
exsmple to be followed to preserve our”‘heritsge
jp historical reeorde,

{DANCE OF SHIVA

tDr. Avanda

K Ceomaraswamy)

|( Continucd from last issue )

Then Ati-Sheshan wor-
worshipped Shiva, and
prayed above all thiogs for
the boon, once more to
behold this mystic danace;
Shiva premised that he
should bshold the dance
again in sacred Tillai, the
centre of the Universe.

This dance of Siva in
Chidambarsm or Tillai
forms the motif of the
Sonth Indian copper
images of Shri Natarajs,
the Lerd of the iance
These  images vary
amongst themselves in
minor details, but all ex-
prees one fundamental
conception. Before pro-
ceeding to enquire what
these may be, it will be
necessary to describe the
image of Shri Nataraja as
typieally represented The
images, then, represent
Shiva danciag, having
four hasds with braided
and jewelled hair of which
the lower locks are whirl-
ing in the dance. In His
hair may be seen a wreath-
ing cobra, a skull, and the
mermsid figore of Ganga;
upon it rests the crescent
moon, aBd it is crowned
with & wreath of Casssis
leaves. In His right ear
He wears a man’s earring,
a womsn’s in the left; He
is adorned with necklaces
and and armlets, a jewell-
ed belt, anklets, bracelets,
fioger and toe-rings. The
chief part of His dress
consists of tightly fitting
breeches, and he wears
also a fluttering scarf and
a sacred thread. One
right hand holds a drum
the other is uplited in the
gign of do not fear; one
left hand holds fire, the
other points down wupon
the demon Muyalaka, a
dwarf holding a cobra;
the left foot is raised
There is a lotus pedestsl,
from which springs an en
eircling glory (tiravasi,
frivged with flame, and
touched within by the
hands holding drum and
fire. The images are of
all sizes, raroly if ever
exceeding four feet in
total height.

( To be continued )

Kanda Purana
Recital at Navalar

- Sabhai Nallur

The Kandapurana Reoi
tal which commenced
aboust five monthe back at
the above Sabhai bailding
and the recital done by
great reciters from all
parts of Jaffna comes to
the end in abous s wesk
with Apishekam ( 59
Qustz) at Kandanr Temple.

The regular andience of

#ers Aesorve praise.
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Review of Reeent Publications

The Life and

Writings of

Sir Muttu Coomaraswamy

e S am—

By 8. DURAI RAJA SINGAM

Commemorating leaders
of the past whose distin=
guished schievements for
the mother - land were
among the influencing
circumetances that led to
the winning of freedom for
Liapka is, in other words,
an sppeal to the present
and future generations to
preserve and maintain the
precious heritage of cul-
tural educational and re-
ligious progress ef pre-
ceding eras

This valuable compen-
divm has been designed
and executed by the
author in a spirit of devo-
tion t0 the course of his-
tory with a feeling of ad-
miration and reverence
for the architeots of the
advancement of our Is-
land homs.

Every available source
of information has been
put to preper advamtage
by our capable suthor
whose indefatigable efforts
are an object lessoen to
ambitious biographers and
students of research,

Mr. Daurai Raja Singam
from his days at school
has been deeply interest-
ed io the lives and works
of the literators and legis-
lators of the past. His
enthusissm for recording
notes of rare achievements
of the distingnished sons
of his mother-land has
been  maintained all
throughout his life. And
the result is the publica-
tion of this prodigions
edition presenting in the
original form the conspi-
cnovs attainments of the
firet of the long line of
distingnished Ceylonese
in the context of the his-
tory of ovr lovely little
Isle. The foreword by Dr.
Rama Ponnambalam Coo-
marasamy son of the dis-
tinguished Dr. Anpanda
K. Coomsarasamy and the
introduection by Dr. S5 F.C
Ludowyk comprehensivaly
deecribe tte worth of this
useful publication,

Here is a collection of
historical facts that mast
necessarily attract the
attention of educational
establishments and cultu-

ral centres. The preseny
generation of stodemts
will find in this sttractive
publication something of
lasting value thas will
belp them know the greas
past in the proper pers-
pective.

The author’s intimation
that the life and works ef
Dr. Anands K. Coemara-
ssmy who by his deep
scholarship and valuable
research had lived 4o
preserve and proteoct the
national ideals and Eas-
tern traditions would ba.
forthcoming is in itself &
reassurance of his religie
ous devotion to the canse
of our commendable
history.

T .

Reception to
Attorney Generu:

Shri Siva Pasupathy
Feted

Organized by the EKn-
rumpagiddy Sanmargs
Sabbai a reception was
ascorded to Shri Siva
Pasupathy, Attorney Ge-
neral, on Wednesday
August 27, at the San-
marga Sabbai Halle A
large gathering oompris-
ing of Judges, Lawyers,
Doctors,Principals, Teagh-
ers and leading men & |
women of Jaffna was pre-
sent.

Kalaipperarasma A, T;
Ponnudarai presided over
the funotion. A weleoma .
address in poems compose
ed by Kavignar V. Ksnda-
vanam was presented after
Mr. T Rsjaratnam, Secre-
tary of the Sabhai, wel-
com=d the guest and the
speakers.

Mr. 8. R. Kansganaya-
kam, Mr. M. D. Jesurate
pam, Districk  Judge
Mallakam, Mr. T. T.
Jeyaratnam Retired Prin-
cipal and Mr. R N. Siva.
pirakssam paid glowing
tributes to ShriSiva Pasu-
pati and wished him fgr-
ther elevation in §he
judiciary.
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