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When the soul departs from the (body com-

posed of its) elemental comporents and death

snatches it away therefrom and glowing fire
with its seven rays (or tonguoes) overwhelms the

body),—then the refuge (of the sonl which had
occupied the body previously) is the five-lettered
(8ri Panchaksharam,.
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Leiter te i1he Editor.

Sir,

to the
restoring the Maha Shiva-
rathri and Deepavali holi-
days for the year 1976.
This is pertly due to the
sustained agitation of the
Saiva Societies and Saiva
Public. The story is no%
yet over, According to
the news item sppearing
in the press. this will be
reviewed again, when da.

termining  the public
bolidays for the yesar
1971.

The Hindus or rather
Saivaites in this country
are a complacent lot
What is Wessk to the
Buddhists, 80  is Maba

who follow tbe BSaiva
S8chool of Bindaism and
Vedanta school of Hisdn-
ism in this land.

If Maha Shivarathn
had been m:de a mergan-

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1875

Here is a Hint

’

Tag removal of the restriction on the transport
of rice has immediately brought down the price
The
sigh of relief of the poor man has a story to tell,

of this staple food to & reasotable level.

s hint to be understood.

Cart loads of psddy and rice are being tranps-
ported thronghout the day =and during night time
omanibus. train and all other avaiiable
means. This free flaw of this grain is such that
any foreigner might ba prompted to presume that

by lorry,

recently there has been a bumper harvest.

Now a curious situation hsa arisen,
downs that are packed to capacity with American
flour present a peculiar problem,
flour has slowsd dowp; a rice.meal being preferred
to bread.
at present temds to make the cost of living fail,

it must be remembered that unless planned moves
are put forward to prevent occasional scares of
soarcity the ecoromy of the common man cannot

be satisfa torily maintained.

Administrative Authorities must now be able
hoarding which hes

to analyse the problem of

baffled them all along, Admittedly the no-restriction

policy would help the availability of the necessaries

of life being maintained at a npormal level.

Controls, permits and simiiar restrictive regulations

always tend to the rearing of the uvgly head of
eorruption.

Taking & hint from the present situstion of

free flow of rice, the Authorities must begin to

formulate a fool proof scheme to make the availa-

bility of articles of food, and eclothing sustained
Scarcity is a manipulated

shroughout the year:

move by ths Black Market. It wounld be ridica-

luous to ess peopls half starved while the under-
ground go downs of the Blsck Market are brimful

with grains.

As in the case of rice so in respect of every
Let this be the policy of the Gov-

other article.
ernment to eneble the poor man live.

““;'Administmtive efficiency lies in studﬁ; .t.%ro-!

blems from experience and evolving sch
wonld help ease the ecomomic posltion.

The go-
Puarchase of

While such a s tustion as is obtaining

tile 'boliday like the
Wesak, the Autborities
would bsve very muco
hesitated to cot the Maha
Bhivarathri bolid sy, when
they reviewed the public
holidays in May 1!75
with a view to curfailing
some of them for 1976,
it one goes through
calendar of holidays for
19.5, oce cannot fail to
come t0 the conelusioo
that the Goverament has
not touched ou the mer-
caatile and bask holidays
but considered it fi5 to
gurtail the non-mercantile
(publiec) holidays.

A progressive and social-
186 government discrimi
nstes between  public
gervants and corporation
and mercaniile employces
in matters that are purely
religious. This  really
pas:=es my uaderstanding
it i8 a historica]l fact
that the late revered Sir
Ponpambalam Ramana-
than fovght with the
Colonial Government dur-
ing his time to make
Wesak & public holiday.
1f this country has a
gtatesman of the calibre
and stature of Sir P
Ramanathan then that
person would have ad-
vised the government to
dec.are Maha-Shivarathri
day and the day folowing
it 88 mercantile ho‘idays.
Without tempor.zing
like

Hindu iostitotions

Maha Shivarathri

———fee

Wae should be thankful:
government for!

Shivaratbri to the Hindue

‘Holiday

the Vivekananda Society,
Colombo; The Jaffna
Saiva Paripalana Sabhai;
The All Ceylon Hindu
Congress; The Ramakrisna
Migsion, Colombo (Ceylon
Branch;; The Hindu
Religious Advisory Board
appomnted by the Minisiry
of Cultaral Affairs; The
Religicus Coagress of
Ceylon. which has some
good Hindus in it, jointly
and severally shorld make
gtrong representations to
th» Anthoritics concerned
to declare  Maha Siva-
ratbri Day and the day
following it as mercantile
holidays, as from the
year 1976.

Tois is a fair apd rea-
sonable request and a
socialist demogratic gov-
srnmen$ cannol resist this
request, if matters are
represented in the right
perspective.

Yours ete,
ARUL TYAGARAJAE

Vice President
(Vivekanada Society)

Standardisation
And University
Admissions

s

Sir,

Oa behaif of the Coun-
cil for National Unity
aud Welfare, the follow-
ing points embodied in a
memorandom were sub-
mitted to the Sectorai
Committee of which the
Hops Mr. Pieter Keane-
man M. P. as Caa rxan
regsrd ng the above sub-
jeots.

1. The main principle

DANCE OF SHIVA
'Dr. A.o anda

K Coomaraswamy)

( Conticucd from last issue )
Another verse of Unmai

Vilakkam explaios the
fiery arch (tiruvasi: The
Panchakshara and the

Darce are identified with
the mystic syllable ‘Om,’
the arch being the kombu
or book of the ideograph
of the written symbol:
“The arch over Shri Nata«
rajs i8 Omkera; and the
akshara which is never
separate from the Omkara
is the contaived splendor.
'This is the Dance eof the
Lord of Chidambaram.”

The Tiru-Arul-Payaa
however (Ch. IX. 3) gx-
plains the tiruvasi more
naturally as representing
1he dance of Nature, con-
trasted with Shiva’'s denes
of wisdom.

“The dance of nature
proceeds on one Side: the
dance of enlightenment
on the other. Fix your
mind in the centre of the
latter.”

I am indebted $o Mr.
Nallagvami Pillai for a
commentary on this:

The firss dasnce is the
action of matter-—materi-
al and individuoal energy,

This is the arch, tiravasi,
Omkara, the dance of
Kali. The other is the
:Dance of Shiva—the ak=
shara inseparab’e from the
Omksra—egalled sardha-
matra or the fourth letter
of the Prapava— Chatur-
tam enod Toriyam. The
first dance is mot possibie
uanless Shiva wlls it and
dances Himselfi——

{ To be continned )

admission should be onm
merit alone aund the re-
naining places be made

should be merit judged
on the marks given by
the examipers.

3. It has to be admit~
ted, however, that in the
circumstances obtaining
in the couuntry at the pre-
gent time, certain groups
of students are at a dis-
advankage arising from
lack of adequate eduoca-
tional anmd other facili-
ties. These groups are
found in all parts of the
Isiand including Urban
areas.

shis question any further

3 Wae, therefore, hum-
bly recommend that af
least two thirds of the
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ivailable in the first ins-
tance to the students
referred to in para (2)
provided they attain the
prescribed  quslification
for admigsion.

4. The identification of
the groups referred to in
para (2 and the selection
of the individual students
for admiszion from those
groups should be the task
of a Board consisting of
compelent and represen-
tative persons with wide
eduocational interests

5. The reservation of

places referred o in
para (?) should be re-
garded as an interim

mea~ure and there should
be a progressive reduction
in the reservation of such
places.

Yours faithfully
8, SIVASUBRAMANIAM

Honorary Secretary,
Couneil for National Unity
snd Welfare,

103/2 Hulsdorf Street,

Coiombo—12




