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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED

uppppai ups slérp Lre@urmer,
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sppH pai &Hi e p erer Ger@aowd
Quppppaisar Isp Quris s7Qyg

Devotees who attain the Supreme Truth grasped
by those who remoance all other grasps, the
Frontal - eyed Lord worshipped by those who
attain mental calmness through learning, the
Divine Light surrounded im worship by ascetics
who get rid of all worldly surroundings,—they
indeed cease from all fruitless talk (and action).

FRIDAY, DECEMBER &, 1975

Study Centre for

Saiva Literature

—— e

TaouvcE the study of

the Saiva Shastras has

been orgamized by the' recognised religious organi-

sations,
a leading
available.
the facilities

part  have

for

For a compsrative study of
learning Saiva Literature

with the Saiva Paripalana Sabhai taking

not been fully made

the knowledge of Saiva Literature must be of a

very high standard.

purpose becomes absolutely
-attention is being paid now in educational esta-
~ plishments to instruction of religion. The Univer-

A study centre for this

necessary as more

sity also has a department for Hindu Civilisation.

To have a complete

Saivaism in English, Sanscrit
catalogne

mecessary that a
should be obtained from

collection of bocks on
and Tamil, it s
of such publications

different sources. Such

a task cam be satisfactory umdertaken only by a

team of enthusiastic teachers and students.

This

team work ocan be efficiently organized by the

Saiva Paripalana Sabhai

if the proposed scheme

for a library is sufficiently emlarged

There are instances
by other religionists with
Societies. In our country

of such literary pursuit
the assistance of their
there are a number of

libraries having & geod selection of books on Saiva

Literature:

But there is no co-ordination of effort.

A goncerted and unified attention in this direction

would certainly bring

remarkable results that

would help the establishment of a Centzal Study

Centre !

The Great Navalar devoted his early years of
literary work to the collection of the most important

books on Saivaism and

was able within a short

gpace of time to examine the texts and pablish

them with excellent eommentaries.

The exposition

of religion by Shri A. Visvanathan rnder the pen

name

“Scienee Graduate’’,

Shri A. Sabaratnam,

sir P. Ramanathan, Sir P. Arupachalam, Dr. Anandsa
K. Coomarasamy and many others in the Knglish

Language provides for a
the temets of Saivaism.

good understanding of

Hence it is very necessary that these diverse

publications should be

collected together at o

Central Study Centre where religion in all its as-
peots can be learnt. Such a library will be of

immense valoe to
Colleges end Universities,

The Saiva Paripalana Sabhai would do well to

students

of religion both in

pursie its program for a library farther

the esstablishment of a Central Study Cﬁ?&%m Byshgmm the sgienpeShst
| sifte au%ﬁptoﬂl‘gatést e

Saiva Literatuze,

religion, |.

( By A Scien

(Continued from the last issue)

We should perhaps
remind our readers here
that the terms Upanishad
implies all this and that
it is a most appropriate
name indeed that our
ancients chose to give to
to the Vedantas, the con-
olusions of the Vedas.
As we explained elsewhere
the word Upanished liter-
slly means that which
destroys and d,aws mear.
This predieation is of
course incomplete by itself
and forms a sort of an
elliptie statement in which
gome missing links have
to be supplied, as sl
the three parts of word
gtand in need of objective
nouns te complete their
gense. What is it that
is destroyed? What is it
that is drawn? And what
is it near which the same
is drawn? The answers
to these (questions are
obvious. It is bondage
that is destroyed. What
is "drawn is the soul. And
that near which it is
drawn is God. Bondage
is what we call Pasam or
Malam, imparity. It is
this Pasam or Malam or
impurity which the Upani-
shad destroys. The soul
is found beumnd up with
Pasam: hence the name
Pasn thas we give to it.
The Upanishad helps to
destroy Pasam, frees the
soul of its bondage and
draws it near Ged, whom
we call Pati or the Lord,
He being the Lord ef all.
The word Upanishad is
thus found to imply the
existence of the three
categories of God, soul
and bondage, or Pati, Pagu
and Pasam in Siddhantic
parlanee, and it prescribes
the modys eperandi by
which the soul is freed
from bondage and appro-
aches nearer and nearer
towards God. Such appro-
ach, it is needless t0 add
culminates in uniom with
God, and this, it shoald
be noted, is the goal of
Yoga Sadanai too. Yogam
literally means union and
Sadanai means practice,
so that Yoga Badanai is
practically the same
as Schambhavana;or Aham
Brahm Bhavanai, the put-
ting into practice of the
great Mahavakiya prescri-
ption Aham Brahm Asmi
of the Upanishads.

It is true that we gener-
ally speak of Vedantam
and 8'ddhantam as if they
were two separate systems,
but in reslity they are
one only when properly
understood. That i8 why
Arulpandi Devar, for inat-

Vedantam and Siddhantam

e

A Study of the Svetasvatara Upanishad

ce Graduate )
faultless import of the
Vedantas { Qavsriss

28é Qurmer Qarem®
2SS R aFL ),
and Umapsathiyar calls it
tha ftruth borne on the
hesd of the Vedas (Bas s
sy gm Qurger ; and
Saiva 8iddhantam the
essence of the Vedantam
( Causrtss Qsefland
mFaFgersge ), while
Thayumenavar speaks of
the teachings of the '(so
called) two systems as the
equal essence of Vedic
and Agamic conclusions
(Cavsrds S s155 sw
r&).

The reader will now
understand why we have
always held that the Baiva
Siddbantam is the reposi-

fund from which various
philosophers borrowed por-
tions, whioch they elabe-
rated on and formulated
as separate systems of
philoecphy., and not wice

learned oriental scholars
who say fthat it is an
aclectic system developed
in recent times by picking

out the best traits in
various other systems,
indian as well as non-

Indian and piecing them
together imte a compaet
whole. Vide concluding
paragrapbs of our “Ele-
ments,” Chapter XV. The
falsehood had been dinned
into the ears of some of

infancy and driiled into
their minds from time to
time that the Saiva reli-
gion, the most widely
prevalent form of what
is now generally ocalled
Hinduism, consisted of a
tissue of superstitious
beliefs, that it was a
crude primitive form of
idolatry, that it provided
for the worship of a

plurality of gods and
demons, &c, &c. When
later in their lives some
ef these Western savants
began to study the literat-
uses of the MKast and
chanced wpon the Saiva

revelation to them, some-
thing which they had not
expected to find, almost
an aome of perfection
when locked at from a
common sense, logical
and scientific point of
view, whioh they did not
find in apy other singls
system of philosophy.
Being the adherents of
ap alien faith with their
ewn ideas of divine
revelation, they couid noj
subscribe to the ortho-
dox Saiva belief that it
was divinely ravealed. The
next best explanation was
to consider it 2 man-made
compilation of the best
points found in various
other guits, and this sglu-
tion they adopted.Professor

tory of the original parent{Mex Muller, one of the

most liberal-minded and
cutstanding oriental scho-
lars of the last century,
be i% said to his credit,
was BO§ prepared to subs-
cribe to this view. Itis

versa as opined by somejbtrue that he had studied .
:the Vedag and Vedantas

(Upanishads) and trans-
lated many of the latter,
but it was all in the light
of certain commentaries
which alone were avail=-
able to bim. He did nos
have $he opportunity of
makiog a detailed study of
the Saiva Siddhantam or
of the Vedantas in the
light thereof: and hence
he could not make pointed
reference thereto, yet he

these scholars from tbeir'cou!d not make up his -

mind to agree that the
six systems of philosophy
(popularly ksown as Nai-
yayikam, Vaiseshikam,
Mimamsai, Vedantam,
Sankhiyam and Yogam)
were the original systems
and that ali other systems
were derived from them.

( To be centinued )

bhe said pawn shop.

643’ Kl K.o So RO&&,
Jaffna.

Sale of Unredeemed Jewellery

I Gy e

I shall sell by public auction the unredeemed
jewellery pawped before 1-12-.1974 with Mr.
M. K. Sabaratnam of Kandy Road, Kilimoghchi o®
Friday 26-12-1976 commencicg &f 10 a, m, &%

S. Mahad:van.
Augtioneer

34 5&12),

Cusarewn@ard esabg

palana Sabbai, Jaffna, at

rdgR® apr g Quis melaer ) srds Lweirerey
Gard pop sre Gris gmpder Guikser arpa
prérwep uphs Gards phpas Cadred wos

dardGs e-as Quderd;
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Siddhantam, it was 8 real °

il

i
J!



