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My individuslity perished, so did all my posses-
sion, body and life-breath. The (elements ecom-
mencing with the) vest expansive space ontside
and the mind inside me perished, I too perish-
ed. I know not how a!l this happened!
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Sacred Area Scheme

e

Tar congregation of the Eelam Sithambaram
Temple at Karainagar deserves to be ccmgratulated
on ite awareness to make the ares abount the
Bhrine sacred. Keerimalai and Maviddapuram have
earlier moved in the matter of the holy places
therein being declared sscred. The Saiva wor
shippers of this country will be doing a religiouns
duty if they would make common cause and press
on the Authorities that every shrine, ancient or
modern, must be preserved in its purity by the
areas about the temple being demarcated and pro-
elaimed as sacred.

A sacred place is ome ‘that is comsecrated or
held dear to deity or made holy by religioug
association’. Hence the area about a temple must
necessarily be morally and spiritually perfect.
High moral exceilence is expected to be main
tsined in such sacred spots.

In ancient times the sacred area of a temple
extended to a radius of several miles and any
one entering the area became copscions of ths
conseoration there. Nothing thet tended to bg
irreligions or anti religious could be seen in thay
area. DBut with the passage of time, all precautions
came to be thrown to the winds. Shrinss cams to
be situated cheek by jowl with abodes of rank
materialism and inns of entertainment,

It is very necessary that the Saiva Paripalana
Sabbai, as the leading religious organizstion in the
Island, should move in this matter of paramonnt
religious importapce and get the Authorities to
frame a8 Scheme for Sacred Areas. DLislimitation
of areas, the prohibition of irreligio s aciivities and
the conérol of such places must be foraulsted in
a oarefully drafted scheme in order that the par-
pose of the intention and the fulfilment of the
requirements of religion may be trapslated into|.
praotice.

The preliminary step that woas!d facilitate the
puccess of this movement should be for the
Aatheena Karththars of the ancient shrines in oup
country to sit in Conferenps and forrulate the
basis for the Scheme for Saered Aress. Saive
orgevizations must do likewiss and taka the res.
poneibility to present the scheme to tue [o¥szao

nathan as a great scholar

jreprint of his comment-

Mr. S Ampiksipakan,
Principal eweritns, Vai.
theesvara Vidyalavam read
an interesting paper ©n
the contribution of Sir
P. Ramanathan to the
study of comparative reli-
gion, at the Jaffna Campus
under the auspices of the
South Asian Studies Semi-
nar en the £2nd December
1976,

Maoy know Sir Rama-

or a great national leader,
or & sucoessful lawyer or
a great statesman, Or a
reading educationist, or
a great benefactor. Dut
his comtribvtion to the
stady of comparative reli-
gion i8 oftem neglected,
Mr Ampikaipakan bas
briefly explasined his con-
tribution to the study of
ezpecially Baivism, Ve-
danta and Chr.sbmmty.

At the outlet, Mr. Am-
pikaipakan relerred to
the great tributes paid to
Ramanathan by foreign
scholars like H. W. Sgho-
werus azd V.V, Ramans
Sastri* Then he referred
to his family beritage and
the infloence of his Guru
Arulparanandaswamy of
Tanjore. He made speci-
fic referenees te his Tamil
commentaries on Athths-
scodi, Thirukkw.al Fay:-
am and Bragevad Gia.
Toereafter. he referred to
his commentaries on the
Gospel of the New Testa-
ment. Hie new interpre-
tation of the gospels were
welcomed in some parts
of the Western Werld. He
was an emissary of the
East to the West  Fumally.
he msade a plea for the

ary on the Gita and the
Leaotures on the Culture
of Soul ameng the Wes:
tgorm Nations. A lively
discussion foliowed

o mamn g

Rare Addition to the
Library of the
Jaffna Campus

R

The library of the Jai-
foa Campus which s
already enriched with
veluable collections of
booke from various scur-

'CONTRIBUTION TO THE STUDY OF
COMPARATIVE RELIGION

' The Late Mudaliyar

C. Muththuthamby

T - —

e

Book Donation Day

af the Jaffna Campus
16th January 1976

The library is a great
asset to any university
campus. The iean of
she taculty of Humanities
Jaffna Campus Prof. K.
indrapela and Mr. A.

(Here is @ tribute fro Sivavesaselvan from ghe

Muhandiram E. P. Rasich
whe aloxg with the Mud.~
biny had been Members and
Off.ce-bearers of the J affau
Suiva Paripalana Subhas
for more tham tuwo de-
cades.)

Mudaliyer Maththu-
thamby passed away peace
fully on his 87th year
on an suspicious day in
the month of Marksly
sarronnded by his kith
apd kin -

“Paiclessly, peacefully
on a Eriday,
The boat slipped its

moorings to make Port'’|

Exit a fond father, an
outstanding social worker
and Jaffna’s venerable,
old, Mudaliyar. Exit my
gurn, guide, philosopher
and friend. Exit 3 man
among men. A guileless
neart that throbbed with
love suddenly ceased to
beat. Closed for ever were
tbose wise, bright eyes.
Stilled now was that com-
passionate voice. At such
a moment, it 1is said
tihat

“On some fond breast the
parsing soul relies,
Some pious drops the
closing eye requires”,
These have I endeavoured
5o supply with these art-
less, but affectionate lines,

Born into life im the
lap of luxury, he lived
discarding ease and indo-
lence. His married life
was marked with unparal-
leled domestioc felioity,
He was a food father ever
croud of his datiful
daughters and distinguish-
ed soms. A beantiful
bleud of love, service and
charity crewned his liie
richly lived and evenly
shared, His was a striking
figure with a dignified de-
portment crowned with a
Gandhian cap. Of gent.e
speech that was pleasing
and c¢oovineing, the soul
of geniality and good=wili,
that was the venerable
Mudsliyar. 'I'o the l|ast

tibrury are organpizing a
Book Donation Day 8% |
the Jaffpa Campus, on the
16ih of January 1976. All
prospective  donors of
books are kindly request-
ed to cootract the organi-
zers with regard to ghia,

to serve their turn filling
the unforgivieg minute
with sixty seconds’ worth
of distance run. He had
talked with crowds, yet
kept bis virtuess He had
moved with kings and
pe'er lost the common
touch. He had been the
pillar of m:pny a volun-
tary weifare and religious
organisation now flourish-
ing in Jaffna.

His word was as sound -
a8 a bond. He pever fail-
ed a friend. in whatever
work he undertook, he
proved to be a man of
precis'on,  promptitude
and perfection. Sueh was
his life. —

“Lives of (such) great
men all remind us
We can make our
lives sublime,
And, departing leave
beh'nd us
Foot-prints on the
sands of time’.

I venture to think that
his children will equate-
his loes, not so mueh by
mourning — which they
must — but by liviog fot
the things he lived and
strived. That should en-
sare Peace for the depars-
ed soul.

Our heartfelt condelep=
ces to his accomplished
daughters and illustrious
sous May his scul rest in
Peaos |

*“Tis all a8 chequer-board
of Nights aud Days

Where Destiny with

= men for Pieces plays,

Hitber and thither

moves and mates and
slays

And one by one back

in the closet lays”,

ces is recently enriched;a® beligved in csufing his| Om Shenthit Shanthill
further by the addition oflhearb, bis nerve and sinew Shaathi !
many rare books e&nd; e e

other pubhcanonl belong-
ing to the library of
Rev. Fr, S. Goans-
prakasar  This colleotion
was formally banded over
to the Campus on the 20th
of December by the Bi-
shop of the Jaffna Diooese,
Rev. Dr. 8 Deoguppillai.
This ocollection is very

ig’df@éﬁﬁ be D:ebmn (iles

ment for consideration, noolaha
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