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The contents of the blossoming lotus bud are
three-fold (the flowsr, the ssed-vessel and the
seed within it). The all-pervading luminous
Lord pervades all thres of them. Within the
ecight-petalled flower is the second the seed-
vessel), and if one looks inside (the ssed withip,
he will find) the !nsomparable Treasurs (God)
shining therein. i !

Keerimalai - Keeping the Religious
Tradition ?

e e

Tar thoussnds of devotess, pilgrims and
visitors who thronged the anmcient Temple at
Naguleswaram during the Maba Sivarathiri Festi-
val, must have been musing within themaelves
whether the historical background of this hallow-
 ed shrine hss been maintained. The holy waters
of the Keerimalai spring that helped the remedy-
ing of the incurable disease of an indian Princess
and restored the human features, perhaps by the
long paesage of time, may have lost the divinity;
but what could have beea thera to impa’r the
physical features so very poetically described in
the epics of Seiva Literature.

Keerimalai snd Maviddaparam, twoe land
marks of landable and historical sigonificance, mean
maoh to the Saiva Public in' particular and to
the people in general.. Centuries have rolled by
gince the occorrence of the spiritual revelatione
in these sacred places, But the areas surround
ing these eancient towns have failed to build on
the religions renown of the glorious past- On
the other hand, the industrialization of the vast
stretch between these two holy sites has grown
in such volame that the entize area has become
clonded with the floatirg dust of cement and the
" gpreading smoke of the kilns of the factory.
What corld have been a pilgrim’s paradise has
been turmed into an industrial ceotre supplying

gpysum to the Cement Factory. Exocept for the

temyple towers of the two ancient shrines the
bathing tank and one pilgrim’s rest, the whole
area - now presents pecnliar features that sup-
press the spiritusl background,

Even as a tourist terminus, Keerimalai at are
. time had some sattraction with pure water springing
in the historic tank. But with the free flow of gea
water into the tapk, salinity hss gained ground.
The teakiosks and the restaurants add to the
digorediting of this area. The dilapidated condi-
tions of two ‘Madames’ make the decaying condi-
tion still worse.

It the people of this historical area have
failed to take any interest in the restoration of
the religious set-up. it is for .Saiva Organizations
to move in the matter of reclaiming the [plagh
for posterity to preserve ‘the ancient spiritun

Dr. Ssnaka Biandara-
vayake, Sepior Lacturer
in  Archaeology, Vidys
lankara Campus delivered
a very interesting ine-
tractive thought-provokiog
apd useful lecturs on
Sri Lapka and DMonsoon
Agia—Patterig of Arch -
tectural and Historieal
D .velopm2nt, at the Jaffna
Campue, under the auspi-
ces of the Jaffna Archae:
logical Society and Dept,
of History, Jaffes Campus.

At the outeset  he em
phesizsd the cultural
unity of Sri Lsnka and
eaid that this Sri Lanka
culture was built up by
both the Sinhalese and
the Tamils, j

Referring to the subject
of bis lecture, he gaid
that eo far meny scholers
have emphasized the forms
and motifs of the Sri
Lankan or other Monsocn
Asien countries rather
than the local dynamism
as reflected in the culture
and in this ocase the
architeotnrs. He point:d
cut the intimate relation-
ship between the ideas
behind the architectural
forms and the Society,

gleared 8 mig: onception
created by the colonial bis-
toriograph-rs  tae diffu-
gion theoty. There scho-
lars very often claimed

no originality for the
cultural forms of a
particnlar locality. By

way of examples, he point-
ed out the dlaim for the
Greek origin of Indian
soulptures or tbe Indisn
origin of Soush East Asian
sculptures By stating se;
he said that bhe ‘dido’t
deoy any possible inspira-

tion for the examples, he

cited. What be pointed
out was that the colopial
scholars claimed no credit
for any local dynam sm
and that they were more
copceraed with the Origin
of the forms and motifs
rather than historical dy-
pamism of the society of
a particular place — Sri
Lianka, Iadia or any otber
rlaces Apother tendency,
of the scholars was to
divide and attribnte the
cultuzal forms of the Mcn-
soon Asia stretohing from
India, Pakietan, Nayal,
Tha'lend,China and Japan

tions of the Indians or
the Chinese and speak of
Indianisation or Cinisa-
tion This was also not
s satisfactory asscssment.
Farther, in Sri Lanpks,
he pointed out a8 to how
the Sinhaless givilization
18 related to the North
Iondian and the Tamil
givilization to the South

msgnificence of Nakuleswaram and Maviddapursm,
}

there i only ome ejvili~

Elaborating farther, he

to two specifie civiliza.|

Ridiey NielRA6e FoBadht
Hisnpeality| ha\eniphizsized)

Local Cultural Dynamism & Cultural
~ Unity of Monsoon Asia

——een

zation, that is the Sr
Lankan civilization con-
tributed by the sons of
the so0il, the Sinhalese
and the Tamils. By say
ing ®#o, he said that he
shonldn’t be misunder-
stood as emphasizing thet
the Sri I.ackan civiliza-
tlon develoredia ieolation.

He explained the cin
cept of DMonsoon . Asia
stretching from Ioda,
Pskistan to China and
emphas'zised the basic
acity and the’ differentia-
tion of cultures in Mob-
soon Asia. This part of
the world is thickly popu-
lated, very fertile and
also the home of some
ear'y civilizations.
underlined the Morsoop
Agian matrix of ealtare.

He poted four ideas
under ‘forms and motifs’
He said that each country
could develop its own
forms. 1t eould a'so inno-
vate and develop new
forme snd motifs. 1t counld
take ideas from other
cualtures and adapt them
through its internal dyna-
mism of cultare. Las ly,
these would also be
imposed from outside.
Thege aspects, bhe claimed,
have npot been treated
fully in doe perspect:ve.
The interpal dypamism
of chapge was not duly
emphse zed by any of
the historians or archa*o-
logists of Sri Lanks. Dr,
Senaka Bandaracayake
gtressed this pointin th-
gourse f his legture, in
respect of arghitecture ir
the Moopsoon Asiap goun-
b ies,

In these countries he
has noted two styles of
architecture  distributed
all over this part of Asia.
One was the masonry
style of srchitecture. in
tuis type, brick or stone
has been exclusively used,
whether it be in 8ri

He?

WORLD HINDU
RELIGIOUS
CONFERENCE

8. SIVASUBRAMANIAM

Life Member BSaiva
Paripalana Ssbhai

The above conferenoe
i8 being held at Madras
at the invitation of His
Holiness the revered Sri
Sapkaracharya Swamigal
of Kabchi and other emi-
nent Hindu Savants —
Delegates from Sri Lanka
are among those partigi=
pating. It is trusted that
great good to the ocause
of religion and to the
genera! welfare of huma-
nity and of all creation
of God will result from
the Conference. It is very
desirable to hold a sessions
of this Conference or Con-
gress in Sri Lsnks, if
convenieot, perhaps the
oext sessions. It is also
equally desirable to take
sters to bring the Hindus
all over the world toge-
ther and to establish some
kind of permanent or
stand:ng orgapization in
this econnection, Steps for
the puoblication of a
Hinda Encyclopardia is
also very npecesssry,

Lacka or India or P:kis
van or Thailand or China,

Second was the timber
style of architecture.

These and other points
were suecinctly put forth
by the speaker with great
e'oquence. The legture
was dehivered in Erglish
but Siphala and Tamil
translstions were given,
The lecture was smitably
illustrated with shells, His
new approach is very
ioterestiog and be gongens
treted wostly on  the
circular buildings dig ri.
buted all over Mopsoon
Asia.

The Joint Secretary of
the _J»ﬁ’ua Archaeologieal
Society Mr V. Sivasamy
proposed the vote of
thanks

Sale of Unredeemed Jewellery

e e ey

1 shall sell by pablie auction the unredeemed
jewellary pawned before 1. 1+1975 with Mr. S,

Sinpathamby Sinco of Kandy Road,
on Thuredsy 25 -3 -. 1976 commencing at 9 s,

at the said pawn shop.

643, K K. 8 Road,
Jsffpa.

Kilinochehi
m,

S Mahad.van.

Auctioneer
0 6 & .2)
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