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Prefatory Notes
and
Comments
(c2stinued from page 4)

a8 He wan‘ed the Agamin
Traths r:vealed be Hims.
sell to be propounded ia
Tamil by the words of
T ramoolar for the (beng-
fit of the Tamil)- world
(liramoolar) of immense-
vision realized that this
was the Lord’s Graci

Will, -

(To be continued)
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" do tend to createa taste

‘Kovil - the members of

of this laudable project.

Friday, March, 16.3 1979

SAIVA RELIGIOUS
SYMPOSIUM

D amdian il

Forums bave begome @
permanent feature of the
literary world, Discussione
and dialogues in public

for deeper investigations
regarding matters of aca-
demic interest. However,
these exchanges of view-
points remain as they
are without being put to
use for the benefit of
posterity.

The All Ceylon Ssive
Mcha Sabhai in a sudden
flash of enthusiasm hac
been conducting a forun
on the subjeet of oom
piling & publieation in the
form of what is populariy
koown a8 encyclopaedia
with reference to Saiva
Literature, Inspired by
the holy atmosphere of
the venue of these disguss:
jons - MavaiKanthaswamy

the Saive Maha Sahbai
have deeided to start
working on the compi-
lation of short notes on
terms that frequently
ocour im the gontex:
of Baiva religiouns
geremonies, chantingsand
studies with a view to
publighing a Saiva Samays
Ksalauchiam (e Fuw
&aTE) Fusid)

The word encyelopaedia
having & Greek derivation
primarily stands for sil-
round education. In the
course of evolution of
ideas, the term now re-
fers to 8 book giving
information oo all bran-|
ches of knowledge or of
one subject, usually arr-
anged alphabetically. Bat
by inference the word
18 oapable of being used
in a restricted semse tO
indicste & Saiva Samaya
Kelanchiyam.

Whatever may be the
literary meaning of the
selected term, it is notice-
able that a ocertain ides
is meant to beconveyed.

Henoe for all intente
and purposes this propo-
sition certainly hes a®
appesling effect. The 8:ivs
World, therefore, owes =
duty to the organizers

Io this eompeoticn we
have always been stressiog
on the need for expert

Letter to the Editor

ANATIONAL LOSS

o e e

One .of the ehining
lights in Sogial, Cultural,
Religious, in the public

life of Sri Lacka has
disappesared recently.
The passing away of

Mr. K. Alvapillai from
our midst is a great loss
to the country. He was
a3 official administirator
in the service of the
Goverrment, both daring
vhe British era and there-
after when our country
regaiped ite National In-
dependence. He was in
meny ways excellent as

the Judiciary and Civi
Service were not gsparate
anitg, he had functiomed
a8 & Judge as well. As
a Civil Servant, be was
of the most efficient in
System, He
duties entrusted to him
with unsommon industry
diligeece and efficiency,
As one in cgharge of the

his serviceswere acolaimed
a8 bsing of a high crder
He worked laboriou:ly

Lanka for the Siate ‘in
this direction and was
a successful emvoy par
excelleaog. Esriisr he was
tbe Secretary of an im-
portant Educatjon © m-
oittge which made re-
commendetions of & far
reaching nature affroting
she "country and which
system is sbill in vogue.
He also served as 8

member of the Royal

denote Saiva rituals to
be collected and edited
by religious leaders weh
versed in t he Vedas,
Agsmes, Shastras, Thiru:
mursis and Purapas. The
present effors of the Saive
Msha Babhai msy well
tend to supply this de-
mand that can gatisfy
the needs of not merely
Saiva devctaes but aleo
those of students of Saiva
Rﬂligions

The project is s mueh
amb tions 8s it is haro
to be achisved. But de-
termination and devotion
to dedicated work, parti-
oularly in tbe sphere of
religion will be able to
make the scheme work
smoothly and sucoessfully
{t is to be hoped that
sl scholars .earped io
3aiva Literature, “Sabbais
sand other organizations
would co-operate in ex-
iending to the orgapixers
f this praiseworthy plao
agsistance in every form.

expositions on words that

a Civil S-rvant. Upder
the old system during
the Brit'sh days when

universally considered one

bhe entire Administrative
performed

Foed Supply of the
country at a critioal time,,

both in and out cof Sri-

Commissien on the Co-ope-
rative movement. faots
and figures were abt his
fingers’ ends His memory
was prodigicus. He 8ppe-
ared to work .withcut a
diary. In the cultural,
educational and religious
fields, he was oonnected
with several of the Institu
tions a nd organisation
working for the common
wea!, He was very ably
assieted by hislife’s partner,
Mrs. Alvapilleiin his efforts
8o piovs'y directed for tho
welfare of socie'y end
the. service of Religion
The Congress of Re'igione
of 8ri Tanke, the Vive:
kananda Society, Colombo
ths Tamil Sangam, the
Thiruketheeswaram Tem-
ple Restoration Soociety,
the All Ceylon Hindu
Congress, the Hinda Tem-
ples Congregational Pra-
yer Movement, the Bri
Ramskrishoa Mission, The
Ceylon Tamil Women’s
Upion, Ramanathan
College O'd Girls’ Asso-
oiation (Colombo Branch)
are’ among the few of the
many Institations which
Mr & Mra Alvapillai ser-
ved agsiduonsly, upremit-
tingly, en hasisstically,
and in a very devoted
manper and in some of
which they beld the
highest honorary offices
Whenever sny ~ public
cavse which aecording to
bis mind required support
be apd his wife uohesi-
tatingly-end whole-
heartedly did their best,
He was well versed in
religion and philozophy
and Tamil He was & de-
yotge of s va Sidhantham
in a special manner, while
being friendly and diff-
erentisl towards all relis
gious depominations The
anoient Saiva Mautt or
Atheenam - of Mathurei
in India conferred on
him the titie of Siva
Neri Chemmal in recogni-
tion of his invaluable
gervice to religion. ,

It will ba difficult to
find his like in a hurry
and to fill the void orea-
ted by his demise.

It ie ead to reflect that
a healthy person like him
sneeumbed prematurely to
anexpected illness th-ogh
his life was full of years,
nonours and service. I»

iilpess too he get an
exoellent example He
tried to bear up his

sufferings with great men
tal fortitude, which could
oaly result from a deep
religions bagkground. Im
his affliction he expreesed
the definite opinion
that it is part ef karma
in human existence %o
undergo suffering. physis
cal apd otherwise, and
thus work out ourselves
our salvation and obtain
Divine Grace, agcordirg
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THE SCIENCE GRADUATE’S

Approach To The

Study of Religion

( Reproduced from the Elements of Saiva Siddawtam
and
An Analysis of the Tirum~ntram) -

Is it Difficult? Its Brauty

emmam

The most oft - repeated
objection to the stady of
Tamil is that it is difficnlt
to understand. There has
been some awakeniny in
recent years ao- there are
young men, — a small
minority though thay are,
-~who are anxious to
kpow some liter«ture and
our Shastras, Bus they
labour under the hapdicap
that they have had no
graduated foundation in
Tamil language and gra-
mmar to be able to read
and understard them If
It is found nece3sary to
spead a period of ten or
twelvs years to ges a toler-
ably decemt education im
English, it 18 idle to ex-
peet that Tami cso be
mast r d immediately we
open & book in that
Ianguage, Not thet Tamil
is more d ffioult thae
E-g'ish, but the
lies in our ¢x eoting the
impossible. N> man io
his semses cxpects a yourg
man who has learnt Eog-
l'sh up to the fourth or
fifth standard oniy to be
abe to understand the
olarical Eoglish of Chaso
ger or Milton er the in.
tricacies of the binomisl
theorem or logarithms, bat
that is exsctly what peo-
ple who speak of the affi
culty of Tamil expeot to
f:nd with literature in
that language, lf only
we would devote to the

Nitvana acoordirg to
gome religions. Snch was
tbe life and philosophy
of & person whom we
missed badly avd who
did his be:t for the country
and our holy religicn. It
18 8 gr-at consolati-n that
he bhad left behind s
worthy spouse and gifted
children and gifted son- in-
law who w:ll ooztipue
n:bly the h'gh traditions
oreated by him even 8&s
we ere consoled by the
faot that he led a fruitful
life, replete with serv'ces
of vari d charscter, io-
tenge agtivity and kigh
distingtion. He hes dies
appeared from the worldly
gesne, but bhis
will endure cherished by
msny and the fruits of his
labopra will form part
and parcel of cur national
heritage. Buch has been
the lite of this som of Sri
Lanpka and his remarkable
record,

8, SIVASUBRAVANRIAM
Life Member, Jafina Baiva
Paripalana Sabhai

fuuibl

memoryl

study of our mother ton-
gue & fraction of the
time we spend in learning
the foreign lapguage, if
we would divert a portion
at least of the time we
uow weste in diverse ways
s towards the seqoisition of
[s falr knowledge of
Tami!, there would surely
lba no oces¢ion to say thab
'Pam | is d fioult to under-
stand If our
edu ated voung men work
hard end to!l at it for ab

begin to appreciate ib,
there would be no turning
sway from it, 80 swees is
it, so grand, so beautiful,
melodious to the ear and.
enchapting to the mind.
The more obe tastes i
the mote be would relish

1

l (From Saiva Siddhantam) -
(To be continued;

Notes Qﬁd Comments
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The ‘moon-decked Lord
with plaited locks, graei-
ously oaused that body
(ofT rumoolar)te dissppear

Continued in page 2
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Editor-in Chief?
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