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DUTY FIRST
DEMANDS LATER

The luvar month that
is governed by the
Zodisoal sign of Aquarius
is sigmificant in several
respects, ome of which is
the oocurrencs of the
Gurupoojah of Sjaint
Thiruvallavar. No eccasion
is mere appropriate than
the day of this Gura-
peojah to understand the
true import of What is
commonly called duty,

What one is bound or
onght to de as a moral
or legal obligation has
been referred to as one’s
daty. In other words it
is the binding force of
what is right,

Thirukural, the most
comprehensive and &cho-
larly work on the code of
conduact of human beings,
bas been universaily ace-
epted as Jscriptural io its
application to life. Taat
is why the Kural stands
quoted by preachers, tea-
ohers, .authors, statesmen
legislators and all others
including politicians, 1t
may be that the peliti-
cian like the devil
quotes this valuable werk
to suit bis purpose,

The oodifigstion of
the duties of mankind in
Thirukural is eo0 perfeot
that it would bs bardly
possible for amy indi-
vidual to satisfy all the
requirements mentioned
there in. In feaot such a
conRsummatior caanot be
presumed except in the
case of those whe are
on the path to perfeetion

But it wiill not be ap
impossible task for the
slementary requirements
of & dutiful hie to be
obgerved. If only every
person would do his daty
there would be none lefs
with amy griesvamce. The;
individual owes s duty
to all othsre; these others
are themselves governed
by this obligation,

Henoe it would be
proper for us to suggest
that the cbservamce of
the Thiruvelluvar Gura-
poojab should take the
form of comprehending
the code of condnel as

|disciplined

due to confused

The- saintly author
second volume of his

magnanimity of a ruler

says the inspired Poet

LT > 2 MWl BT "
The central spot in

‘Lhiruvalluvar requires
the ruler to be rigidly
in  Dharma
and cautions him no$ o
falter or fail in this

ot the wociferous de-
monstrations and vwerbose
atteramoes,

The Thirukural Tenets
whioch are in essence the
lofty thoughts of s great
agoetio, prescribe what
mankind should de amd
what should be avoided

The teasbings have 2
positive and a negative
approach, both pertainiog
te the sacredsess of life
snd portray Tamil Cul-
ture in its troe pers-
pective, .

The Tamil = speaking
people of this world owe
a doty to Saint Thire-
valluvar; it is their ade-
berence to the oode of
conduct 8o methodically
and meticulously formu-
lated in the form of
axioms and maxims on
the basis of logical ine
ferences. Of the three-fold
aspects that form the en-
tire Kural the one thag
relates to Dharma would
be suffice for any one
|10 gomprebhend the true
significance of duty.

To the tub - thumping
orators who day inerd day
out take pleasure in quot-
ing Thiruvallovar and
Navalar we omly say;
why do you not show
your appregiation of
ihese. Teachers by you,
yourselves conforming to
their code of oconduct.
This world will be ea it
ooght to bes if only all
of us learn the Kaural,
‘ecomprehend its teachings
and lead our lives in
conformity with the tenels
of this book of umiveisal
nsility.

e

¢larified in the Kural and

momeantous
caption Porudpal approaches the theme of the

THIRUKURAL AS GUIDE TO
LEGISLATORS

At & time when there is growirg tension and]
brewing norest in almost evsry country mainly

3 thinking
politics, the weighty words of wisdom of Saint
Thiravalluvar are worth being learat, wunderstood
and translated into practice

in the eontext of

in the
work uuader

of Thirokural

in a very instructive

manner. Defining the comprehensive term ¢ gra”
Kingdom, of olden dsys, state of the present time,

®
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this poetic gem is the

ideal of Dharms. And we nowadays hear endless
repetition of the determiustion ef the rulers
this country to establish a Dharmmistioc State

of

moral exercise, The exam-
ple of ethieal purity
should be set by the Raler
by strict adherence to
the ideal of Dharma,

Aad who is the Rauler
in the modern State?
Universal adult franchise,
a8 the means of deter-
miniog the choice of the
raler, vesis sovergiguty
in the eglected represec-
tatives who in tarn dele
gate the power to the
single person who leads
them all. The rule of
Dharma includes the Rule
of Law, ‘Ia other words
law is a wespon of
Dharms,

Had Digey, Liaski and
other experts en Consti-
tuticnal Law read the
Thirukural their eénuscia-
tion of sovereignty would
have beem more explicit
and answering to all as-
peots, :

Thiruvalluvar while
siressing the meed for
the raler’s conformity to
the conoept of Dharma
warns him agaivst ipe
justice also poioting out
the obtervance of decorum
in the use of military
power,

Havisg pictured the
ideal ruler in this Kural
the gifted author goes
om to deecribe the supp-
lementary qualities that
should mark the sucoese-
ful administrator,

BuUOPID FLLI® &THSIG
anrgd

USHBAUID QB JHTS
He who has the gapa-
city to oreate the ecouomy
of the land by developing
ite resources, to reap the
benifits of suoch efforts,
to preserve the products
and te disburge it eguita-
bly, will certainly become
a competent ruler. Ip
this couplet the Divine
Bard bss expounded the
theory of national economy
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Letter to the Editor
Sri 8. Natesan Avergal

is written for the benefit
- of the public of more
than one eountry and
further steps taken to

A thoughtful and beau-

tiful arsicle of apprecia-
tion of the life of the
above named eminent per-

sonalilty which appeared .

in a recent issme of the
Hindu OUrgan was read
with semtiments of very
great pleasure and grati-
tode = Mr. 8. Natesan
was & rare person, the
like of whom ope does
not come across often.
His ssrvices, in many
walks of life were very
valuable. 1t is tims that
8 biography of this leader

in the most comprehen-
give style,

In bringing up the ideal
father == raler, Vallavar
next places emphasie on
the accessibility of the
leader and his amiability
in conversation
sl AHa@s aflwen

sBc0sand oG
Bimapnd vaad Bk,
Carrying the idea further
the Poet extels the vir-
tuss of the exemplary
raler- Kind words ard
graceful gifts. A ruler of
the Valluvar gongception
will eertainly be listened
to by the whole world.
gevsun mhpafiss

auTiesd S Qerard
pnanaam Limsdo oy
(To be eontinued)
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perpetuate his ocherished
memory,
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