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INHUMAN
ACTIVITIES ON THE
INCREASE g
—fe——

Dscember Ten, that is
the d te which reminde

the people that there is|

s  Charter of Humao
Rights. It may be a
text-book theory; yet it
has its significance,

Human Rights were
not enunciated for the
first time; they have been
there from the time of
the existence of the human
race. From the very be.
ginping, buman beings
must have known that
they have certain duties
to perform and slso that
they have ocorresponding
rights to be enjoyed with-
out let or hindrance
With the evolution of the
science of politics, human
rights came to be defined.
Later world organisations
like the Lisague of Naticns
and the UNO thought
that written charters of
freedom should speocify
the fundamental rights
_of humans. And so the
day of declaration of
these rights has become
a universal eccasion wore
thy of remembrance.

However loud the world
may proclaim these rights
and whatever disoussions
may be had about them,
it cannot be deni:d that
activities which degrade
the human rece have
become more frequent and
fnghtenmg.

' Nobody denies that the
declared rights ehould rot
be withheld;taken away or
pronourced unreasonable
What is uppermost Is
the menace of inhumap
behavicar, not of isolated
individoals but of orga-
pized gangs, Thus it would
be more sppropriate that
on the Tenth Day of Dea-
cember, leaders, instead of
reiterating the oft repeat-
ed expositions of the soope
of humsan rights sheuld
put their heads together
to deviss ways and m ans
to wipe out the mounting
danger of brutish erimes
such as dacoitry, massaore,

ARUMUKHA NAVALAR

by
Saiva Periyar S Shivapadasundaram B. A.

(Continued from last issue)

géﬁ:!:! sasdiimmmmaslanitiissssiisess. 2::::!!3
: CHAPTER 5 ;

Navalar’s Work in India

The press he owned in Jaffna was too smal}
for his needs. He, therefors, went to Madras
to do his printing work there, as paper and
labour were also cheap He bought a press,
housed it, left it in charge of his mest loval
disciple Sadasivapillai, and went to Chidambaram,
which was as dear to him as his own place.
It is the capital of the Shaiva world What
Rome is to Catholicism, and Mecea to Islam
Chidambaram is to Shaivaism. Our saints have
called it the Temple. The name ‘Koyil’ by itself
always meant Chidambaram He, therefore, esta-
blished a school there and endowed it Distin.
guished .scholars like Sabapathy Navalar and
Acharya Vetpillai presided over the school, ard
produced a large number of Thamil s-holars.

The present annual_mcome of the schocl from
its endowments is Rs. 25,000.

The temple at Chidambaram was not condu-t-
ed according to the Shaivagamas The priests
themselves were not true Shaivites as they never
had Shiva Deeksha Navalar was unable to persu-
ade them to follow the Agamas. He, therefore,
delivered a lecture in his school, pointing out the
indispensability of Shiva Deeksha to the priests
and the impropriely of the un-Agamic form of
Poojah performed by them. Instead of reforming

them, this lecture roused their anger. They had | performed the mental poojash On the last day,
been treated by others es demi-Gods  This de- at about 8 p. m, he regussted —theee—present —
nunciation was far teo much to ‘be borne by | to sing Devaram, wore Sacred Ashes and Rud.

these embodiments of arrogance A band of hire-
lings went to assault Navalar. But they were dls
persed

Whlle in India, Navalar visited several sacred
shrines and delivered sacred lectures everywhere:
When he was at Kumbskonam the head of the
Tiru-avaduturai Atheenam invited him to his
Matam for the purpose of honouring him The
head of this Matam had all along been regarded
as the spiritual head of the Shasiva World. He
Teceived Navalar with great regard and love.
At his request, Navalar delivered a lecturs, and
the head of the Matam, in order te honour
him or rather to honour it, gave him the title of
Navalar. He stayed there a few days, spending
his time in reading rare Agamic works, not
available anywhere else. Though he accepted
the title, he would not accept anything tangible.

When he went to Ramnad, he was invited
by the Prime Minister of the Rajah of Ramnad
to his palace This invitation was similar to that
of the head of Tiru-avaduthurai The Minister
wanted to honocur him But, he was only a
temporal prince, and Navalar had no regard for
temporal powsr. He declined to go to him. Then,
the Minister, who was also a great scholar,
composed a stanza begging him to accept his
invitation, and sent it through one of the palace
vidvans. He consented to go to him, on condition
that neither he nor any of his companions
should be required to show any kind of respect
that he might expsct from them. The Minister
treated him with very great regard and raqussted

Navalar’s Closing Days

NAVALAR returned frotn Indiain 1870, and
did a good deal of literary work. Meanwhile,
the Methodist School in Jaffna made an order
that pupils should not wear Sacred Ashes. Most
of the Shaivite pupils disobeyed the order, and
were, therefore, sent out of the school. These
pupils went to Navalar and requested him to
open an English school. He immediately started
one and maintained it from the fees paid by
the pupils. Government refused to register the
‘schoel for grant. The public did not give him
any pecuniary help. The Missicn school relaxed
the order requiring pupils not to wear Sacred
Ashes. The pupils also saw the disadvantage
~of studying in a scheol which was net recognised
by Government The school had therefore to
be closed after it had worked for four years.

In the year, 1877, Jaffna was stricken by
famine and cholera. He did some service in this
connection. He saw that the Government officers
who were sent to give relief to the people
misappropriated the funds at their disposal, and
allowed the people to suffer. When the Governor
visited Jaffna, he represented to him the wrongs
done to the people by these officers, and the

inditference of the Government Agent to the
welfare of the people.

In July 1879, he delivered his last lecture
in his school on the Gurupooja day of St.
Sundarar. At the close of his speech, he said
that that was his last lecture. On the gecond
of December of the same year. he fell ill He
was not able to perform his Shiva Poojah on
the three following days. He got a priest to
perform the external poojah, and he himsslf

raksha Mala, raised his hand to his head, and
meditated on God. At abeut ten o ‘cleck, . he
quitted his body. He was then 535 years and
11 months old. X
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