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Arumuka Navalar

(contineed from page 4)

sale of the site. But, Mr. Twynam, who was then
the Govt Agent of the Northern Province, did
not recommend the sale. He, therefore, made an
appeal to the Shaiva public as fellows:-

“There are two Shivan Temples in Ceylon:
which were sung by the Devaram Hymnists®
Tirugnanasamoandamoorti Nayanar has sung
a Devaram in praise of Tirvlonasmalaf Tiru-
keteeshvaram wasg sung both by Sundara-
moorly Nayanarand by T hirugnanasambandha”
moorty Nayanar This temple is at Matottam’
which is very near Mannar, in the Northern
Province. This is now in ruins, overgrown with
jungle. How many temples ere being buitt
anew in Ceylon! How is it that you have
not diven your thought to this great and
Sacred Temple! If every Shaivite in Ceylon
makee some contribution, howsver small,
fowards it, what a big sum it will amount te!
It all of you will ponder over this and build
this sacred temple, that great Ocean of Love,
Shiva Peruman, will bestow His Grace on you.”

Navalar’s

Religious Work-Il

H
i T T L T T T T r— H
T E P N S e 1

HE now directed his attention to the abuses
in templss He attacked nautch dance in temples
with all the force he could command He also
violently criticised the mismanagement ef some
temples. Those who were concerned in these
two matters became his enemies. Once a band
of hirelings went to his place to aesault him,
but were dispersed by an influential friend ot
his.

He strongly condemned the slaughter of
goats on the car festival day. In this connection
he writes, “Alas! they say that they will have
to suffer in comsequence of the Punyam ef giv-

ing up the slaughter of a goat on the car-wheel.

People know how steamers ef huge size travel
long distances in the sea and return unscathed,
theugh no goats are sacrificed when they start
on their journey. Cars of massive size safely go
round Tiruvarcor and Tiruvidaimarutoor and
other temples wihout any such sacrifice Are we
to believe that only this puny car in this temple
of Jatfna would not be sats without theslaughter
of a goat?”

He also pointed out the ancmaly of Shaiva
priests officiating in the temples of Kannaki,
and of Shaivites worshipping in thege templeg
and in Roman Catholic churches. He says of the
former, “Even these monstrous sinners, who, with
out any pang of horror, placed the images of
Vinayaka and Subramanya on either side of Kan-
naki, a Vaishya woman of the Jain religion, are
regarded as priests of the Shaiva Religion!” The
worship of Kannaki was impesed on the people
ef Csylon by King Gajabahu, seventeen centuries
ago The worship would have ceased w.th his
death but for the fact that shamsless priests of
the Shaiva Religion were and are officiating in
these temples.

He is hard on ths Shaiva priesthcod of his
time. He addresses the Shaivites and says, ““You
grudgingly pay your Gevernment a tax of ninety
cents a year. In return ior this smalj sum, . fine
roads are constructed for you so thart
conveniently and comfortably trave] where you

please. On the other hand, you give your priests

rice dhall and ghee, clothes and rupses - with
your obeisance. What do you get from them in
return? Do they teach ycu or your children
either religion  or morals? Do they preach in
your temples? Do they establish schools and edu-
cate your children? When seme Shaivite is inclined
to become a Christian, does the priest ever
approach him and convince him of the superiority
of Shaivaism and save him from becoming a prey
to the missionary During his visits to you, does
he ever tsll you any rule of conduct, such as,
do net kill; do not drink; do not eat meat,..
and so on? When the missionary attacks your
religion, does he ever repel the attack and
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his trade? Why, then,
who does not know his

He always
of the Agamas. While

there are Brahmins,
Sudras ” He means that

of God's Grace and as
Thamil to the

was, therefore, aroused

were styled Arul-Pa,
Tiruvachakam would
same level as that of

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

establish your religion? How ma
are ignorant of the correct

anthyeshti? Do you ever empl
black-smith or washerman,

ny of your priests
rronunciation eof
Oy a carpenter,
who dees not knew

do you engage a priest
business?”

upheld the spirit and not the letter

he recommends the regular
performance of Shraddha,

Brahmin who officiates or receives gifts must be
learned, must be one who
religious duties, and dogs
earnestness and devotien-
these  qualification take the denor to hell. Speak-
ing of the caste system,
mins, there are Brahmi
end Sudras Among Ksha
Kshatrayas, Vaishyas and

he insists that the
performs regularly his
the ceremony with
Gifts to men without

he says, “Ameng Brah-

ns, Kshatryas, Vaishyas
tryas there are Brahmins,
Sudras, Ameng Vaishyas
Kshatrayas,

Vaishyas and

caste depends on birth

and or the observamce of caste dharma.

Devaram, Tiruvachakam and other works of

Saints were regarded by him as the manifestation
the nearest appreach in
Vedas and the
therefore, called them Arul-Pa.

Shaiva Agamas. He
His indignation

when songs of a contems
porary of his, not esteemed by him as a Saint,

the authors of Devazam and
be regarded as men ef the
this versifier.

To bz continued
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ELEVENTS IN |
ERRATIC BURST

e e G -

Badly bruoiced, Batti-
galoa Distriot fthat has
just becn concentrating
on development lies pa-
thetieally Iaid low. Acts
of God cannot be analyeed
nor cemmentsd on. All
ghat humsn feeling oew
achieve i devoted spade
work to revive this land
of the Singing Fish.

Not merely Io  our
conntry but aleo elsewhere
all the world cver freskish
gvents have been happen-
ing a8 if Nature itself
hes turned revolutionary.

Nf‘w iz the time and
the need to think over
the frailty of life. Here
ins the occasien for man-
kind to resolve that more
and better religiousness be
ensared. We must remsin
gatisfied that lingering
religionsness  has gaved
the world from total des-
trucsion. To the large
nnmbar of  people now 1o
distress must go the williog
heaste of the rest and
meake them gather oconfi
dence to enable revitali-
sation.

1: is everyona’s duty
and must take precedence
over pverything else. May
Parameshwara bless tke
gosiptics and individuals
who are engaged in this
bumeanitarisn oanss of
helping tke needy.

Advergity agein bas
sneblpd us all get together
in o pational cause. This
gffort to rebuild a de-
vestated area can succeed
only if we act with sincere
feslings of bumsn kind-
ness.

The eatire world h'ns
risen in one note (o assis)

the siflicted It is mow
for ps t9 podl these
~ pesources end put  the

affectcd oreas arighs.

RAMANATHSN —
" - A RARE
. NATIONAL LEADER

ing 8t the Rama-

athin "Day meeting held
_ab ‘the Colombo Viveka-
manda Sogiety Hall Mr.
Rovinie de Mel, Minister
ef Finance, reoalled to
ml 1d- the ;ﬂermus history
gt when Bir P.
Rimsnathen had  been
hailed as a great pational
hero and leader and posed
the guostion why that

a8 pé

ESSENTIALS FOR LEADERSHIP
by

Muhanduam E.

Po Raqlah J P.

The virtues of intelligenee, integrity, o urage
and honesty slone are not emough for leadership
“The most importast ingredient® etated a great
Thinker “‘is & mysterious factor called X” This,
of course, is a fancy way of sayirg thet we do
not know all there is to know about leadsrehip
It is impossible to diesect the human mind and
spirit and identify each and every part and quality.

SEeLFLESS DEDICATION

Perhaps the greatest of
these qualities is.single-
minded and seifless dedi
cation to the tesk oxne
andertakes. Apy leade:
worth his salt may possers
8 co'tain smount of ego,

8 juatifinble pride
in his own ability an‘
acoomplishmanhs but, 1f

he is a truly great lea i ier,
the cause must predomi
pate over seif. Brigadier
C. Pid... used to say
“Always take your job
geriousty, not your se:f.”

Franklin D. Roosevelt -
when in a difficult positicn
of deciding, which soldicr
should command the ia-
vasion of Earope during
World War II, asksd Ge-
peral George Marshsl, a
depsndable Commandsr
“Whether he would like
that assignment or would
prefer to remsin in
Washington as Chief of
Steff>’ the General fimply
gaid, “Ths d-cision is
emtirely Yours, Mr. Presi-
dent, my wishes have
nothing to do with the
matter,”’ lke was sent as
Commander-in-Chief while

Gerrze Marshal remained

in New York.

COURAGE AND
CONVICTION

Konrad Adenaor wass
one of the few leaders of
Germany, who had the
courage to oppose Hiile:
when he fcund Hitler was
in the wrong. Although he
was imprisoned for a
time. his etanding among
the people, his bold on
the Germans were such
that Fuherer did not dare
execute bim. Followiog

the end of the War, we

all know, how he emerged
as the leader of the
Germans and saved them

laudable example could
not be emulated now.

Coloael R.8Sabarayagam,
President of the Viveka-
nanda Sogiety, presided.

Mr. V. Dharmalingam,
M. p. paid a glowing
tribute to the  states-
manghip of the departed
leader and referred to the
fact that Sir Ramanathan
fearlessly denounced un-
patriotic ections in any
quarters

Juetice V. T.
tharam and Mr.
Tillekaratne were! 'S,

the other speskers,

’ &@fﬂ

frcm extinction, H»s w-g
firm in support of hu
convictions. His every
thought and actions wer:
diredted to the recgue and
regtrration of his gountry
to san honourerd place,
Charles de Gaulle is an-
other example of supreme
ded’os ion. Of his many
goor qaalities, the greatest
wag his over-riding de-
termication to restors
France to a position of
giory and prestige If this
motivation bad, et times.
geemed 8o siropg as ftc
dim. bis visiou and oolcur
his judgment, it must be

said, that he has been
free from any taint o’
p ttinegg or persona’

selfishness, Hver since th-

defeat of Framoe in 1940,
Charles de Gaulle has been
dedicated to on® o©nuse,

' |the upliftment of France

It wes this devotion plus
his charagter that saved
his country from intermel
d saster in 1958. Without
him, it is possible France
weuld bave disimtegrated,
witbout enyone kpowirg
it.

FoxTiTUDE .

Fortitnds I8  another
vital iogredisnt of leader-
shije Fortitude of Spiri.—
the ocapacity to stand
strorg under reverses; to
rige from defezt amd to
battle rgain, to lesrn from
one's mistakes snd push
on to the wuitimate goal
lW&ebington. though deni-
ed any importznt military
victory,despiie disapp int-
ments and the negleot
of his men by Congress
aod the States, pursued
bis o©bjective — fighting
offen with almoastr no
weapons, pledgirg his
entire private fortunes to
the " osuse of indepen-
dence Here was an almoss
sublime embodiment of
the finest qualities of
leadarship — dedication,
coursge, patience, honesty
of purpose plus fortitude
with algo the ability to
inspire the other man.

Vision

Vigien is the ability to
look far into the future,
and see the needs of one’s
sommanity, country or
femily. Alomg with it, the
courags to !mole'r‘eu& the
vision with proper drgi-

RN o

aspect.

ARUMUKHA NAVALAR

. by 2
Saiva Periyar S. Shivapadasundaram B, A.

{Continued from last issue)

Having worked towards the 1emoval of the

abuses in Shaiva religious observances, he preo.
ceeded

books on Shaivaism. His
and second catechism give

first
in

catechism
a

He published them and sold them for a nominal
price. It so happened that almost every Shaivite
who could read, got a copy of his first catechism,
studied it and tried to follow it. This little book,
more than anything else, sheped the life of the
psople and made them good Shaivites Every
Thamil teacher made it a peint to teach it. It thus
found its way into almost every Shaivile home.
Children had also to commit to memory the
stotrams Included in it. There was no one in those
days who did not know the Stotrams of Vinayaga
(s gmins s Hoit ® 3 rail ....w .. -..) and Subramanya
(i ap musem Gurnd ......). Exactly fifty years ago,
1 heard a grown up man a cholera attendant, sing-
ing apad s, wesmser Gy n...... as he was going inthe
night to the cholera hospital, hoping to drive
away cholera spirfis by the repetition of this

Stotram. His fourth reader is a mine of religious

information. It contains the sssence of the Shiva-
gamas and may well be used as a reference bcok.
When a doubi arises about religious observances,
one has only to refer to it and clear the doubt,

He attempted to renovate two ancient temples.
There had been a Shivan Temple at Kesrimalai,
but somehow it had disappeared. He wrote a
pamphlet about it and exhorted the public to re.
build ft There was a good respcrnse. 1.e went to
Keerimalai inspected the place,
eld site, and made a ground plen of the temple.

He interested some PFrahmin pnests in it, whe

underteok the work.

The other temple was Thiruketheeshwaram the
site of which he made out from the Devarems of
Sambander and Sundarar. The temple had disap-
paared, and the site of the temple had lapsed to
the Crown He applied to the Government for the

( continued on page B

Auction Sale WISy ED Aprg Guis

All the unredeemed
Jewslleries pawned with
Mr. T, K Periyathamby,
Licensed Pawn Broker of
Mappanevoory, Ksarzina-
ger from 13t Japunary 1975
till 2st November 1977

Canarypom wix Gsis
Gmpillen suirsst anps

BAGIGHD WoHhis Germmis
wopa Gueaed weas

Cusemio §anet @auts
aleniss 2 we Quaemd,

to do constructive work by writing

nutshel]
* what every Shaivite cught to know of his religien.

tound out the .

welusEh  HISS NG eOT @

BbFéﬂ‘I% TEBUAtAtoN

wi'l bs sold by me by

Public Auction at the
gaid Pawn Shop on
Wedpesday 10th of

Janvary i979 commencing
at 10 a m

V. Erampamoorthy
Karainagar, Auctioneer
20th Nov. 1978
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TALENT

KExecutive ability and

ticn and skill in select-
lng gorrecti men
using them and gettiog
the maximum service out
of them is certainly »a
vital attriboteof a Leader.

Will our Leaders gulti-

O

. vate these qualitics and
'save Sri Lanka from
“dissster,

andi
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Friday, December 1, 1978,
Editor=in-Chief:
R. N. Sivapirakasam
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