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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED

Gar o6& LbUY- Gmm(air)m' Lor @196
BraeE Glkuy 669 s@e @Fdgrer,
Bsaxre QGsrdaié. Béss @safssernd,
Quris aeTagr@urg arTuims GgrGu,

The Blessed Lord assumed human form for
man to worship Him and bestowed His Grace
enabling man to sing His praisee. We Shall
not bow down to (minor) deities any longer
We have got rid of our bewilderment. We have
become (of the nature of, the Truth (God)
worshipped (by all).

pwéRfaruGa |eHATIIP® adalyn
posPearuGa  pim D dldmanyn
pradd: GnsmnGw
peiiQar  sTiGCw,
Prél i mbuebd]y

mwéR e muGas
FosfaruGa

FRIDAY, OCIOBER 31, 1975

e,

A Month for More Prayers

WiAT a welcome change te ses regular showers
in- the month of October, a feature thab becoq]es
{antastic because of the depreesing drought during
the corresponding period in 1974. The peasant
now hss before him pleasing prospects and glee-

~ fully girds up his loins to work day and night

for reapimg 8 rich harvest of the much needed
grain. pIG gives food and thought for the onlti-
vator ard slso for the entire couatry.

This reassuring sitnation is certainly as a result
of the Grace of the Supreme descending op us in
the wake of our Prayers during Navaraththri .
Dedicated worship of Siva Sakthi as had been
devotionally nodertaken laet month all over the

country has really made ourselves fit to receive

Divipe Grace.

Piayer is then the all powerful activity that
helps the achievement of all things. Now that
the bounty of nature which was denied to us
during 1974 has been made available it is for
all of us to conserve the Blessing and prepare out-
golves for further Spiritual Disciplioe in the form
of persistent prayer.

Skantha Shasthi refreshingly reminds us of the
glorious chance We have to continue our prayers
to merit the unfailing wet season Ponds, chapnels,
¢anks, brooks and rivers receive natare’s gift to
ensble the farmer, the friend and protector of _t.he
people, use the bouuty to good purpose. Cultive-
tion has been cemmended as the faultless vocatien
beaause the proper functioning of places of worship
and the conducting ef festivals depend on seasonal
showers. The cultivator thee, is the one who knows
the werth of worship,

Oge full year of desolation and destitution
has §sught the people of this country thkat man's
offorts reqaire the Aid of Providence. Compre-
hension of this coneept also depends on the Grace
of God.

o puRy gard elijm Q¢ puensLD
Qegr Quaa g Brl.

Freedom from siarvation. disease and GHfiigs
forces maketh a mation. Hence the imposf%'@'ﬁ
the prayers and penance during Aippast i@,

(

Leiter te ihe Ediior.

Sir,

The pews item in the
“ Hindu” of 4/X/75 on
designs on Trincomales for
use a8 a naval base is
certainly a ocause for con-
cern, in particular at least
to about 500 million Hin-
dus in Ceylon and Iudia,
as it 13 at Trincomalee
that one finds one of the
most  holy edifices at
which Hindus still wor-
ship and have worshipped
for numerous centuries
It is to Hindus what
Jerusalem is to the Jews
and Rome to the Catholic
Christians and described
as the Rome of the
(Gentiles of the Orient by
De Qaercz the erudite
Portuguese historian in his
book pertaining to Ceylon.

This temple which falls
in the Tamil country of
Sri Lsnka (Ceylion) was 2
messive structure of sing-
ular workmanship. It
was of great height and
was built of  blackish
granite on &
jecting into  the
accordirg to a contempo-
rary - description. It was
destroyed by the Portu-
guese along with other
mageificent Hindu edifi-
ces which ococupied promi-
nent sites round the island
of Ceyion, Is such a fate
in store for it again? It
will certainly be so if it
is made a base for
strategic naval operatiors.

1t shculd not be for-
gotten that it is because
of the key  paosition
Trincomalee occupied in
ths indian Ocear that the
British gave up its hoid
on the magnificent island
of Java im order to secure
possession of the * key
of India”.

It is hoped the Hinduse
and the Tamils of the
Tamil coontry of Ceylon
will take sppropriate action
if any foreign country
should try to oconvert
what .is holy land to the
Hindus into a naval base
and a cockpit for inter-

Tirukoneswaram Jeopardized Again

——fe——

‘day
rock Pr0- had not the misgaided devalyas®.
8éa " |religions

national dog fights-even
by representations to the
United Nations Organisat-
jon and also avoid s
repetition of Vietnam.

It should be borne in
mind that even Buddhists
worship at Hinda Shrines
and also that Hinduism
is the oldest civilized
religion of Ceyilon.

The following extracts
from the works of recog-
nised scholars serve to
emphasize the points made
above.

Indophilus, (Governmen®
(Gazette about 140 year®
ago). “Among the various
monuments of Hindu
antiquity found in Ceylom
and which induced the
late excellent and learned
Sir William Jones to
express sn opinion that
this island’’ was peopled
time out of memory by
the Hindu race”’ the
temple which stood at
Trincomalee is not to be

had hitherto dreamed”q
Quoted by J. T. Rutnam
Some Aspscts of  the
History of Archaelogy in
Sri Lanka, P II'.

Geiger, (Culture of Cey-
lon in Mediaeval Times},
“] think the study of the
Mahawansa even which
is compiled by Buddbis
priests, shows us how
fallacious it is entirely
to separate Buddhism
from DBrahmanism... We
know moreover that Bra-
hmanas and Samanas...
wers equally supported
by the raler and it isa
Buddhist prist by whom
this i8 acknowledged and
praised as & piouz and
meritorions work’’,

K. M. de Silva (Ceylon
Historicali Journal P 91,
Vol 10) *“It must be poin-
ted out that Buddhism
as it exists today and
as it existed in 1815 was
an amalgam of the origi-
nal Theravada Buddhism
and elements of Mahayane
Buddhism and Hindoism.
The fifth clause of the
Kandy Convention printed
in P. E. Peiris’s “Sinhala
and the Patriots’, PP 591
-593, makes this clear.

There specific reference
is made to the religion
of the Baddha and the

forgotten. It wonld have|
remained to the present!
as a venerable relic,!

.zeal of
Portuguese, razad it to the!
ground in 1622 to suppiy
materials for one of their
fortifications’.

Paul E. Pieris *‘Long
before the arrival of Vijeya
thers was in Lanka five
recognised Isvarams of
Siva which claimed and
received the adoration of

thei

all india. These were
Thiraketeesvaram nesar
Mahatittha, Munisvaram

dominating Salawatta and
the Pearl Fishery, Tandes-
waram near  Mantots,
Thirnkonesvaram opposite
ths great Bay of Koddiyar
and Nakuolesvaram near
Kankesanthurai’.

“] am of opinion that
long befors the arrival
of Vijaya the country
had been fully occupied
by Dravidian Races™.

] hope the Tamil
People will realize that
in trath there is buaried
in their sands the story

of much more fascinating
development than they
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Agama of the Davas and
protection is promised to
both the Viharayas and

Philalethes, (Governor
Horton), says in his book
on Ceyion *“Whatever
may be the wealth of
Ceylon..., the circumste
ance which renders the
posse3siOB _more parfieu-
larly valuable ‘to Great
Britaiu, is tHe
{acilities it offers for the
oreservation of maval
superiority in that part
of the world. The harbour
of Tringomalee alone, is,
in this poiot of view an
inestimable acquisition

Ferguson, { Military
Commission - 1865 )”, Tt
was Dot wikbout weighty
reasons that the British
Government chose t0 give
ap their hold oo the
magnifieent  Island of
Java in order te secare

possession of the “Key
of India” C(eylon... with
the Hleotric Telegraph

now connecting Trinec.
walee with every station
in india, vesseis of war
and troops stationed counld
bs hurried off at the short-
est notice t0 any point in
the East where we have
possessions or commerce,
The value, therefore, to

Trincomalee, can scarcely
be over estimated; ....”

Yours faithfully,
J. R. Sinnatamby

-286, Buller’s Road.
Colombo ,

8-10-75,
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