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TO BE TREASURE

e Sy

THOUGHTS

Pure Saivas wear heoly ashes and Golden Rud-
raksha beads. These are the emblems of the righ-
teous, possessed of Godly kaowledge without any
vestige of vicious habits, W

Quran g d eﬂawrr;sm'n, waerparip
BOTRTIGS STHATD WDIGHTH FTHHO

gsrwriss agrgad Csrarmsp srgad
FALONTGES SIFaTUID &3P ®rwisls,

——

Friday, Octeber, 6,

1978.

NON-VIOLENT MEANS;
NOTHING ELSE

14
Gandhi Jayanti has been continoously cele

brated einee the passing away of the Mahaima,

But how far has the concept of nom-violence
gained practieal mcceptance is a pertinent question
to be snswered by all those whe quote Gandhiji
in their favour.

Leading the largest political Movement of the
world, Mehatma Gandbi surprised the entire human
race by establishing the religious trath of the
effieacy of non violence im unbroken praotice
Gandhiji never eclaimed to be the initiator of
the tenet of ahimea; he definitely declared that
bhe was only interpresing the religions precept by
means of pare bearted practice of the great conoept.
The mighty pations of the West stood bewildered
a8 the Msahatma was masching to the goal of
freedom for his people. This great victory has
been enshriced in the annpals of this wide
world. Ana yet other peoples who are ecdeavour-
ing to achieve liberation' for themselves are anable
to emulate this outstanding exampie. Why? The
apnswer is quite apparent. These Movements are
unable to gather momentum because the soul
foree that is required for this purpose has not
been generated in amy appreciable manmnper. 1. s
easy to repeat at every turn that non - yiolence
js a eardinal principle in the Movements for
freedom. DBut it is certainly difficult to oreatel
that atmosphete. :

The Sage of Sabarmati was able to nse sou,
force merely because the means had been spiritual.
Yruthfoiness in thought, im teachings and taek.
that was the key-note of his campaign. He wa
said to be a political leader, but he was actually
not so. He neither aspired to be a Member o;
Parliament nor posted himself, a8 be gould
bave easily done, to any Ministerial Office. This
is an soblevement that oould bhave been obtained
enly by the Mahatma,

Let us therefore here and now during the
Navarathiri fast dedicate ourselves to the purpose
of schieving our aims by mon-violence snd non-
viplence alope — in the manner expoumded in the
Boriptures.
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A Great Anniversary

Continuation of 29-9-78

As a new Constitution has come into operation in
Sri Lanka whatever its imperfections like in all
human institutions, the very words of Mahatma
Gandhi are humbly quoted rather than interpre-
tations and dissertatiors of the present generation
given which canmot oarry the same weight as the
words of the Mahatma himself - Interpretations
and disserta-tions have their own valve and could
well be reserved for other occasions since Sri
Lanka is immediately just mow at a oritical and
cruciamoment in our age long - chequered history.

The present Constitution has in some res-
‘pects tried to implement some of the ideals of
the Mahatma but not sall; it is to bs fervemtly
boped that with the progress of time and farther
experience and as a result of the efforts of the
Standing Commission envisaged by the Constita-
tion to watch the workiog of the Constitation with
a view to introducing improvements snd emend-
ments, and witn the co-operstion of the pub-
lic, some more ideals of the Lcrd Buddbs, Em-
peror Asoka, King Pandukabhaya and King Ei-

lara of Sri Lanka and the Mahatma will gradu
‘|ally be embodied in the Constitution. The pro-
vigion for the Standing Commirsion itselt appears

to have been conceived in consonanee with such
ideals and in & spirit of humility and of coms-
tructive service and a sense of reaiism if I could
presume to think so .with the utmost deference.
Representation in the Cabinet and elsewbere for
the Muslim and Tamil ocommunities . already
given and to the Tamil Opposition Group with
and by an ovsrwhelming majority Sinhalese
Members in Par'aiment also appearte be a re-
flection of the same spirit of good-will, Compro-

mise, and Statemanship always advocated by the
Mahstma, '

The offer of the- President of our Republic
His Exellency Mr. J. R. Jayewardene (an srdent
Member of the Ceylon National Congress whieh
the Mahatma addresed) of a Ministership to
Mr 8. Thonamap, President of the Ceylom Wor-
kers’ Congress am institution whose foundation is
originally traceable to Mahatma Gsandhi and the
latter’s acceptamce of the appointment are acts i
consonance with the principles of the Mshatma
which have bad to some extent info'uenced botb
Mr. Jayewardene and Mr. Thondaman at various
stages from the very beginning in their long and
useful political osreers,

It would be instructive to Incldue the followiog
report of a meeting held on the oceasion ofCount

Toletoy’a Centensry in 1928 in India, one year
after Mahatma’s visit of Sri Lsnka-

AHMEDABAD Sept. 10,

Under the auspices
of the Youth League,
Mabhatma Gandhi addres-

truth and Non-Violence
Tolstoy was simplicity in-

gsed a public meeting at
Satyagrabshrem this eve-
ning on the cemtenary of
Count Leo  Tolstoy.
Gandhiji said that to ob-
serve the abniversary
of great men was to put
into pravtioe their great
ideals. The President of
the Youth League had
said that he bhad many
gurus and that Tolstoy
was one of them, but he
would say that ke was
still in seareh of a guru.
He considered Gokhale
as his political guru but
he bad not found &s yet
any religiovs guru. Three
persous, viz , Raichandrs,
Tolstoy and Ruskin had
made a degp impression
on his religions life. He
bhad oot read much about

Tolsto b hit sl
Bl e
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gthened bis bellef 1n God,

carnate amd he uged to
practise what he preach.
ed. He (Bpeaker) did
not find and equivalent
of Tolsoy in 1ndia. India
was & land of action
(Karma) and Indians had
mede great researches im
the field of non-violence,
but they munst not be
content with their past
schievements and glory
but must add substantial-
ly. Non-viglence meant
love and bravery, He
asked them to make a
gearch within themselves
and remedy their faults.
Tolstoy’s principle of
bread labour was one
which they shoald try to
emulate. He gaid that
though Tolstoy was a
manual worker yet he
yhad comtributed a rioh
sotre to literature. They

bad to learn these things
from bje life = tzntb, noms
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violezce and bread - labour
-and if they aehieved
these thimgs, they wouid
hasten the approach of
Swarsj and meke subs-
tantial improvements &o
present oconditions  of
India for bringing which
they were responeb e,
Tbis was the key with
whiech they should une
lock the gates of Iadian
Independence ”

S. S1VASUBRAMANIAM
- Honorary Secretary
Council for National Unity
and Welfare
103 /2, Hulftsdorp Street,
Colombo 12.
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