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GLUT OF FOREIGN GIFTS

The common man is daily given news of some
eocuntry or other helping our country by way of
grants or loans. The som total of &hese pro-
mises must exceed even the wildest hopes of
Providential assistamce at a time of distress.

Without even attempting {to discuss the wis”
dom of accepting alien aid and trying to see
something sinister between these offers, we only
wish to suggest to the Authorities that they
should make bhay while the sun was shining:

Te the ordinery man the immediate need
is the facility for him to earn and live con-
tentedly. He kmows that the country’s system
of trapsport imoluding the condition of its tho-
roughfares requires to the over-hauled and recondi-
tioned to enable the easy transaction of business.

Providiog a good look for the metropolis by
establishing first - rate toorist hotels and similar
grandiose schemes, certainly add to the status
of a ocountry. But what is basically needed
muet he the subject of immediate attention.

We have often referred.in these columus to
the ipconvepience that is experienced by the
people in trabsacting normal business. Oae can-
not get at another over the telephone even for
trapsmitting a very urgent message of vital im-
portance. Telegraphic communication is as slow
as the snail’s pace.

In the mormal eourse of development the
provision of a reaecnably adequate system of |
transport - and communication may be a huge
undertaking for any government. That is why
there is a co-operative effort in the world by
which affluent ocountries volunteer to assist less
favoured nations in the matter of improving the
thoroughfares ard providing satisfactory means of
transport and communication,

To the citizen who, day in and day out,
listens to refreshing mnews of more amnd more
foreign aid and offer of leans in the region of
millions of dollars or pound sterling, the thought
will ocour why im the midst of plenty of pre-
misses bis country should still be beiow the
pormal standard.

Saiva Periyar Centenary Reproduction
GLORIES OF SHAIVAISM

By S. Shivapadasundaram B, A,

(continued from last issue)

The ocontemiplation of Panchaksharam thus
gives s philogophy, a religion and way of bhife
whigh could take the contemplation very close to
the ultimate goal of Mukti (liberation). But the
life the contempiator has been leading and the
lives of all he meets are the direct antithesis of
the life chalked out by Panchaksharam. Oar wrong
habits of ages have such tremendous force as can
shatter the glorious ideals presented to him by
Panshaksharam To withstand the omnslaughte of
his own habite and of his environments, the con-
templator is enjoined to repeat tha Panchaksharam
108 times at a time. Repstition is called Japam
and contemplation is Dhyanam. If these are done
ip the right spirit, the contemplator can slowly
efface his former view point of life, replags it
by the idea] presented by Panchakeharam and
make substential progress im his march to the
goal. He will find that, even im life in this world,

|Saiva Jnana Darshanam [3

RELATING TO ATMA - SUDHI
' and

SHmang. 11 Gu m;

M.GNANAPRAGASAM, B. A. B, s, {(Lond.)

Complete purgation is a pre-requisite of com-
plete illomination and the sou! om the path of
spiritnal freedem after purgation attains what is
called %59 in ovr traditional religiens lite-
rature. Before pargation, in the earlier fettered
gtate, the soul protrodes itself with its egosism
and ignoring God’s help it presumes that 1t itsels
knows, acts amrd feels snd projects its own tetyss,
the Joanendriyas, Karmendriyas and Antsksranss.
After purgation and its attainment of o FEF,
the soul resigons itself completely into the hands
of God and sees that it is God who knows, acte
and feels. If this realisation is intense and power-
ful, and is of an unceasing nature, then there
generates in Shefsoul (@awrr gery) undying love
which leads it to the enjoyment of endless suprems
bliss deseribed in Shaiva Siddbanta works as $=
@pUOGuyg. It is important to realise that the
pricciples eoncerped in this drams of eternal bliss
are the ever - free and the ever perfect G d on
one hand and the freed and the perfected son!
on the other hand. Nobody kmews the natars of
their relationship nor the nature of their freedom
But we know that they are free. Ome is the ever
free and the ether is the freed enme. No earthly
being oan questien the modes or the patterns of
their union. In the blissful state, sometimes they
exhibit what is called ¥@urab or on+ness and
the bliss is one ef utmost quietude and perfec-
tion. At other times, they exhibit what is ecalled
Foasw or duslity. One enjoys avcd the other
merely l0.ks en. 8till at other times, they behave
a8 two principles co-existent with each other
One stimulates and the other responds in com-
plete submission and acts’

The perfected soul is a Jivanmuksah, To all
'exteroai “ajpearance he may sometimes behave
like any ordinary man scrupulously discharging
sll the dubies periaining to his etation in hfe,
Thereby he inspires his fellowmen to live t!eir
lives with a sense of duty and respoonsibility, He
is not a reformer but his breath is the breath
of supreme freedom, which is acerrded to all
without injury t0 any and for the good of all.

It is one of the illusicns of the modern age
to believe that the way to spiritual frecdom is
through material goods and through fussy lives
of cemfort and comvemience, Kven religious bodies;
are affected by this weakpess of this sge. We
ragret to state that the Saivas and the Buddhists
ot this eountry have completely lost their hold
on matters conmected with pure consciomsness and
God ooncionsness, on matters of ethical and spi-
ritaal dootrines. Even grand religious concepts and
practices such 88, Citts - suddni, 8iva dbarma,

|Dbarmakaya Dharmalokas, all relating to regiors

of pure consciousness have disappeared from our
midst. [ is our fervent hope that this disappearance
of these oconcepts is only temporery in the pre-
sent political and social climate of this couniry.
Apd again it is our hope, that these ethical and
spiritual dootrines will ongce again 'sprout forib
with remewed vigour and fore® to msake  our
men true to their country, oulture and religion.

praise of i. Appar and Sundarar bave sung o
pathikam each. Manickavachakar gves it the
first plaee in his 'Thiruvachakam. The firat line of
‘Chiravachskam is, “Glory to Panchaksharam and
Glory to the Feet oi' God”  (sué@arw aips
srgewmer @rps. In another place he regerds
it as the boat which oarries the soul through the
sea of Samsaram to the heaven or God’s Feet.

(poQeysfear oo 9gsos Bs80aCpir
piraGear wsoizdonr D0y SOT&TLy.
: B Csrawe.)
Sambandher says “that(ram, the essemce of the
whioh takes to the Goama|four Vedas.”” He also in-

ke is successful and bappy beyond measareDigifi

Qur saints bave all sung praises of Pan
sharem. Sampsndher bhes svog two pashikas

M i ith igts on th int ted
fﬁéfﬁ%ﬁ%‘éﬁ%ﬁ%m@%ﬁ Satemplation of Panchas
with(8ak3 07 oy} (ksharam st all times,

Unoceseing eontemplation
in- the waking state
naturally leads to oc n-
templation during -sleep
algo. Sundarar insists On
incessavt repetitipn — re
petition even when busy
otherwire, There are three
forms of repetition vary-
ing in the loudness of the
sound. In the first form
the sound can be heard
oely by those standing
close by. Iao the seccnd
form it is audible only
t0 opeself and In the
third it iz not audible
¢ven to oneeegif. Ip the
lagt form the tongue is
apparantly motignless,
This is comsidered to be
the most effsctive of all
It is this form of re-
petition which is possible
when we are otherwiee
engaged.

Appar says that the
Psnchaksharam burps all
babits of wrong doings.
Sambsndher further ssys
tbat it reforms murder-
ers and men of low
obaragter. Even experi-
gnce gives ample proof
f the supreme potency
of Papchaksharam. If you
wish to resist any tems-
ptation or to free youre °
self from uapleasant feel-
irgs, bowever strorg they
may be, you can eee for
yourseif that if you ap-
peal to Punchaksharsm
it saves you from these
distressing situatious.

(To be continued)
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my ip'repeats it iy Penehaksha- whether awske or asleep.|



