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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED
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In the walking stats there funvtion 36 tatwas,
(the wise) speak of the dreamivg state in the
peek with the handy 25, in sleep are the um
ceasing three (inoluding) Purushap, while two
function in the navel of the embodied (soul,

Friday, 9th June, 1978. :
Texts for Teaching Religion

The Minister of Edneation appesrs %o be deter-
mined $o give Religion its real place in the
Curriculum of studies of school -going chi’'dren
and t0 be equally amxiovs to congeds prinrity cof
merit to text books written or edited by revered,
religious- soholars s

However, we ara of the opinion that these
gemtimepts stated as they have'been in the course
of the Mipister's partizipstion in publio functiors
should be oo -ordinsted and issued as sn of ‘io:al
ministersl statement so shat the Authorities ip
the Department of Edacation gould formulate the
necessary syllabus and eonneoted instructions.

Speaking specifioaliy for those of the Baivs
Faith we unbesitatingly suggest tbat the wxitings
of the great Navalsr and Saiva Periyar Shivapada
S8naderampillai - readers and otber books -should be
adopted and re-introdnced for immediate uee in
schools The publications of recogniz+d and ircor-|

.porated societies such as the Saiva Paripalana Sabhi|’

have, in sheir own right, to be ra - appioved.

Two conditiens must be sstisfied for the
teaching of religion. The instructor muet be a
scholar deaply read in the Shastras of his Faith
and should be praotising his religion. The other
requirement is equslly imporiant, The tex: books
and the supplementsry resders should all be
authorized publications.. By this we mean tbe
authenticity of the subject matter. Io other words
the aunthor must be ooe thoroughly competeat and
capable to write on religion.

The Great Navalsr as suthor, commentstor,
editor and publisber was the acoredited authority
on religious books,

His books served a dual purpose, the study
of Tamil and the understanding of Seivaism. The
Navalar publications’ and those of Baiva Periar
_ Shivapadasundarampillai bsve by common oomsent
of scholars acqaired the standard vslue that isre-
quired of text books

Another factor to be reckonmed with is the
eompetence of the publishers of religious books
Books 8s & geperal rais must be without any error
of fach or figures. The Great Navalar excelled in
the publishing of books: They were all excellently
edited without s single errcr After the Great
Navalar the Saiva Paripalans Ssbbai founded s
it was by his devoted disciples took upon itself
the great respousibility of continuing bis noble
work It has successfully maiotained the Navalar
Traditicn, all the S8abhat tublications bhave the
jmprint of competence. These publications, there-
fore, have all the requirements that should satisfy
the proper teacbiog of religion.

Thus it hes begome necessary for leading reli-
plous orgemizations to acquaint the Minister of
Education with these reqnirements thmkigo
desermine the acoceptance of text books for,the
teaching of Saiva Religion. :

Saiva Periyar Centenary Reproduction
GLORIES OF SHAIVAISM

e QR ——

By S. Shivapadasundaram B A,

The pext teaching of our philosophy is re.
garding the Ultimate causs ol the inavimate Universe
There was a time when atoms were regarded as the
ultima'e cause of the physical Universe. Bat
S ddhiar says that atoms capmot be the ultimate
csuse because they sre themselves eomposed of
other things. The Ultimate ocause must be s non-
composite thing, whicb our philosophy calls Maya

The soul gains full knowledge by the gradma!
lifting of the smavic veil. This it ean do only
by experience. When a soal finds itself in a sitastion
which is sltogetber pew, it is upable to adjust
itself co reotly snd does wroog. It suffers in
onnseqaence and discovers some mistske in the
adj stment, The next time it finds iteelf in
siwiiar situation, it correots the mistake apd makes
a better adjustment, But even this adjustment
may not be quite correct and it suffers in conse-
quence. It thus discovers some other mistake. This
discovery of mistekes i8 a permanent addition teo
the knowledga of the soul, To put this in philo-
sophic langusge, we perform acts which are called
Karms, and experiemce the fruits of the Karma
which gives us sdditional knowledge. The attain-
ment of such knowledge mears slightly hifting cf
the ansvic veil It must be remembered thet only
scts which bave a moral bearing are oalled Ksrms
in our philosophy. Acts like solving mathem- tioa!
problems and spinpiug cottom thread are pot Karma
in the philosophic sence and are referred to io
this book as actions. Sscondly, the knowiedge
obtained' by experienciog the fruits of Karma is
absolute kpowledge unlike knowledge obtaiped
torongh the intelleot, such as seientifio know'edge
A msn may be an ocean of soientific knowledxe
snd yet bo inferior in spiritual kpowiedge to sn
illiterate jupgle - dweller, .

QOar experences ars the result of thres factors
One of these is our past karma called praradpha
[be second is that portion of the Karma of the
precent birth cailed driehts agamys, the third 18
our exsrtion or toil, The effacts of these ocannot
cancel onme another but may oouater-act one
apother. For example, suppose, as a resuolt of
pra-abdha, my house is burning aod as a resuls
of a good drishta Karma. a large number of
people may jast theo sppear on the scene, say,
in a weddisg procession and put out the fire
immediately 1o this oase the drishta Karma,
counteracts prarabdha. On the other hand, if the
house is reduced to ashes, I can rebunild it with
tbe money ttat | earned by hard laboar. In eym-
bolic lsngusge, if our experience is d=moted by y
our drishta Agamya by x, our toil by z eno
prarabdha by o, ws find that y=x+4z4o Thwe
gshows that the more drishta agamya wa periorm,
the more we labour hard, the more pleasant will
be our experienge in this world. Our philosophy
thue gives a etrong stimulus to hard work.

Whereas, pain is the oovsequence of wrong
Karms, pleasore is the oonsequence of right Karma,
This is the Law of Kasrma. While pain gives
right underatandiog, pleasure oconfirms it, Toese
consequences of Karms do pot ail reaoh the soul
immediately after it is perforined The law is
adminigiered by God, and the pain or pleasure
corresponding to a Karma is given to the soul at
a time when its experience will give it the maxi-
mum bepefit. It it reache¢s the scul in the birch
in which it is eommitted it is called dhrishtan, it
ia some snbscquest birth, it is ocalled adorishtam,
and if partly in some other birth and partly in
gome other birth, it ia oalled dhrishta -~ dhrishtam
Everytbing that we get, whether wealth or poverty
loss or gaim, health or di ease, is the fruit sithe: of
our agtion or our Karma We oabnoot get anythihg
gxcept a8 the fruit of eome action c¢r Karma.

| ness
in a single birth. We

One ot the greatest
glories of 8haivaism is
that it offers godliness
to esch and every soul
without exception. Godli-
oappot bs attained

do nct know the soul
though we are oursglves
soul:; and we know pext
to mo hing of God. Our
spiritusl bnowiedge is
thus very poor. We also
know that onr spiritaal
progress im this birth is
is almost npegligible. It
thus follows that we must
take reveral births before
we o3an becs'me godly.
To summarise Shaiva
philosophy:- There 18 one

God. Toere sre many
souls. Their ability to
koow is hbindered by

Anava. This hindranoee ia
graduslly removed Dby
their performing of Karma
and experienocing its froits
The law of Karma is .
‘“pain is the covsequence
of wrong doicg, snd
plesgure is the oonse-
quenca of right doing'’
livery soul withouf ex=
cevtion will ultimately
attain diviae biiss. This
requirse several birthe,
The d ctrine rf rebirh ig
ope of the gharacteristios
of Sbsiva philosophy. The
»nayic veil varies in
hardpess from esou]l to
soul. whieh explains, no
only inoeq ality im thn
present sitnations of sounl
but also in the time teken
by them to attain divi-
nity. Miliiops of souls
bave already attained i
and niillions are left who
will attain ft in futore,
The evolation of the
goul takes p'ase in the
m:re presence of God.
This eonais's of five ela-
menté One of S$hese Is
the suul takiog & body
80 that it may perform
Karmn aod get rid of
the anavic barrigr. Thi=
elemens iz called oreatiok.
(1evie 5 800), The bod,
that the soul takes 1
such a8 will bs fit ¢o
experiinoe that portion of
its pist Karma oalled
prarabdha. The body will

be maintained &ill the
whole prarabdha is ex-
haugted This element

is ealled maintenancs
(@8 Sse0) When prarabdha
is exbausted the body is
destroyed, Thie is called
disgolvtion (o fss®).
This weakening of the
spavic grip- that took
place durf-g that life is
oalled suppression wepd
#®), The granting of
divine bliss on the total
removal of the. Anavig
barrier is called liberation
(sa@ere). Gd’s presence
in the virtue of which
the soul undergoes evo-
lution is called His
Bhakti. That which per.
foress the first four aots
is calied the Adishakti

Pegﬁple pray to God for oer sin thiogs. lf they
B dy Ogati ehiginf-OitndiatiGiocording to the law of
Kitnjeoovaseeimesayd for labour but pot in!

o Syaniney- A1

sonsequence of their prayer. No ome gets spy=
thing from God, for mere begging. :

(@95s8) or Tirodbana
(9 Srvgrer) Shakti, and

ltbat whion performs the

fifth act is called Arul
Shakti,
( s be santinnad}




