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GLORIES OF SHAIVAISM

(continued from page 4)

qualified te be a Gurun than we are to he Bhai-
vites. In conrequence of Dheskshs we get joto
ona or the other of the four gseotions of Shal-
vaiem, snd st the end get a {nneral ceremony
performed on us whioh wonld lead a fit soul %o
some Shivaloka. Post - funeral cfremonies, such as
the Anoual Bharddam, are pocjie performed o
the doparted souls regirded as divine beings.

The question may be asked *why do you follow
a religien for which you sre pot qualifisd? "
Thoogh I am pot qualified for troe Shaivaism,
my birth qualifies me for what is oalled super-
ficial Shaivaism and I am immeneely benefitted
by following it. I uwndovbtedly gein by wearing
sacred ashes, by the eocntemplation of Panchak-
sheram, by worship, by singing saocred hymns ete.
This will in due gourse lead me, perhaps after
several birthe, to true Shaivaism.

The Vedas and the Shaiva Agimas are ree
garded by B8haivites as God given. These contaim
truths which oannot be reached by the buman
intelleot and are. therefore believed to have
oome from G>d Our saints such as Thirumular,

{To be con inued)
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THOUGET8 TO BE TREASURED

mewdeer py swuei Gmadlwd urg@ro,
BewQemer Amssm, 59%ns Qeitsm
Sewedor py Beell foxr Laiwh wenepBurea
sl p wrsst Gpi@erpanQp.

Know that this body born in aceordance with one’s
good and bad deeds is like (a pot) made of olay
It appears permanent (for a time) but is ccnsigned
to the fire (in the end), Okl the way that men die
In large numbers like (pots of clsy) being dissolve?
Into clay when it rains! :

Friday, June 30, 1978.

IDEAL IS THERE,
BUT ITS INCIDENCE.>

Next week the world over, Co-operators’ Day
will be observed in oll pomp and piety, ‘L'hat s
how all other such Deys are usually oelebrated,
How far these aotivities help the furtherames of
she jdeals that signify these Days is & ques:i |
that canpot be easily answered.

The idea of Co-operative Movement when j
first tock the shape of propaganda was only giving
publicity to an ideal of raligious significance
Love, toleration, goodwill, harmopy anc
gimiler traite are as old as boman civilisation.
The force of cirocumstances in the esrlisst per'ode
of buman existence compelled the people to act
in co-operation with ome another mersly begause
they had felt that suoh methods were usefnl

However, with the march of time, the religiogs
significance of this great ideal of oo-operation hae
been lost sight of. The Imperialist Wars of c3n-
quest and other battles for power thrived on the
wrong ioterpretation of this Ideal and eventually
disfigured its true significance Internationa] allj
ances owe their inauguration to this Ideal, And
these Groups have conflicting purposes to be
achieved. Thus the idea of Cc.-operation bas 'end-
ed to be confasicg.

The oco-operstive activities of gueriijas like
thoge ia the Robin Hood adventures speak to
one fact only; that vnited action is prefersblg to
individual excriion. What is bappening in the
world at present?. The united effort of a few
people in tke pursuit of dastardly activities smo-
thers the couvrage of the rest to reeist sugh hap
penings or fo identify the culprits. Thus the
morality of the peage-loving people has bren sup-
pressed. The Power Blocs previde a prominent ex-
ample of the misfiring of the Co operative urge,

The organizers of the Inter - Nationa] Co-
operators Day ehould now begin to resolve whatber
this great Ideal ocsonot be re-established in the
interests of humanity,

The Co operator like the Sarvodays wosker
should be selecoted by leaders of unimpeachable
record of pettiotic service. Diroiplite in theory
and practice should be the identilying symbol for
eolisting cc-operators. When such a weli organized
Co operative Movement is eet working, all the
mistakes cf the past ocould be corrected, and a sin-
cere service might be expeeted.

Let the propagandists who assemble ag various
places to pay homsge to the grest Ideal of
Co-operation save sowe time and put that litgle
into more bepificial uss far the purpose of creat=~
ing 8 couducive atmosphkere for thia h is ¢ PPt

movsment. noolal
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MOST DISTINGUISHED
TAMIL SCHOLAR IN SRI LANKA

‘n presenting Pandithama
t0 the Changellor of the Ua versity of 8ri Lanka
for the conferment of the degres of Dootor of
Letters (Honoris Causa), Professor S. Vithiananthan
President of the Jaffma Campus said;

Chancellor,

At this convoeation ] hava been entrusted with
the plessant dusy of requesting you to eonfer in
abeentia the degree of Dootor of Letters, hoporis
causs, on Pardithsmani 8. Ksnapathippillai, the

ni 8, Kanapathipiilei

in Jafina.

He had his elementary
education at Chandre
Mouliswerar Vidyasalai
founded by the commen-
tator Mr, K. Vetpillai.
Subsequently he joined
the Ssivepragasa Vidya-
aslai, fourded by Aru-
mega Navalar at Van.
oarponnai, Jaffna. At ghis
echool he was under the
guidance of Kasilasspillai

most dietinguished smong the livia
ing to the traditions]l gchool
insBri Lavka. He was born on 27.6.

g soholars belong
of Tamil learning
1899 at Madduvil

var of Chunmakam, who
were two emiment Tamil
geholars of their time,

In 1929 Mr. Kanapathi-
pillai passed the Pandis
examinstion  ocondoeted
by the Tamil Sangam of
Madurai and was one of
the firsb five students
from Sri Lanka to pis-
that examianation. Later,
he studied at the G vern-

9 Bt R

8nd Kumsraswamy Pala-'ment '[eachers’ Trainiag

Saiva Periyar Centenary Reproduction
GLORIES OF SHAIVAISM

B D

By S. Shivapadasundaram B A,

Ethical ‘r ncendence and anavle decsdsnce
are sttended by special spiritual illamination.
This qualifies him for entry ioto Bhaivaism He
gains admigsion to it by receiving Simayas Dhee-
ksha. This gectioa of Shaivsism is ealled Charys.
Here he renders b-dily service in temples and
performs pooja to one of the morphous images
of Bhiva. This service gives him further spiri ual
illom'nations and quslifies bim for Vigesha Dh ek
sha whieh places ‘him in the Kriya seston and
tben in the Yoga section. Thess lesd him o
abundarce of spiritual illumination in which he
sees the shadow ef an identity cf bimeell with
God. Service to God is moonsisient with a feeling
of identity with him. He therefore gives np ser-
vica to Him This is called religious transegnderce
(Pav afdr gu1ey;, because be ragards gervieg  God
to be no better thsn not s rving Him He then
gets the last Deeksha ths Nirvana Dhecksha, apgd
enters th> final section of Sheivaisw, galied Goaosm
Here he gets complete deliverance from Anavs
(p55), gets fall spiritual itlumiastion (Regamemu )
and becomes ome with God,

Kach of these four sections has fonr eub-
divisions Thers are thus sixtesn stages ln Shai-
vaiam. each stage leading to the stage above it,
[f after ethical tranec ndones, one has to pacee
sixteen stages apd then oply sttain godliness
whal value can we attigh to religions  which
without any serious programme offer divine bliss
to everyome. itciuding the most rnrighteous of
men. aod soligit, tempt or gompel them to join
their fold? Tbe divine bliss thete rel giong pl‘OfEBS
to offer may be deemed to be on a par only with
the M. A. degree conferred by soms Uajversiies
for a few pieces of gold,

But the Shaivaism we ordinary ses is not
the real Shaivaism e ewaws swzath). It is what
is called superficial Bhaivaism (eunw wafésd,
adopted not by merit but by birth, I eall myself
& Shaivite because my father ealled himeelf a
Shaivite and bis fatheroslled himself a Shaivite and
80 on umtil an ancestor is reached who was a real
Shaivite Just as kings of the present day though
8 in all the glories

the glories of a Shai.
QT Orey ba“from a Gura po more

(continued on page 2)

College st Kopay and
ocame under the influenoce
of Pandit MahalingaSivam
whe was lectur:ng there.
He joined the staff of
the Saiva Tralning College
at Thirunelveli in 1929
where he served as Pro-
fessor of Tamil for thirty
years,

His carecr has been
one of dedication for the
csuse of Tamil learning
and scholership. He res
msined & bschelor in the
pureuit of his ideals snd
devoted most of his time
for study and imparting
knowledge to students and
teacher trainees, He hag
written handreds of argi-
cles, mostly on Saivaisms
Baiva Natchinthanai,
Iliskkiya Vali, Kathire
kama Velan Pavani Vara-
kiran Parate Navamani-
kal. Samayskkaddaraikal,
Navalar, are some of hig
sabliostions,

Kandapurana Potanai,
{acdapurana Kalaearam,
Kamparamayanak katohi,
are som® of his leading
works s commentary
oa the T.kka Kantam ef
the Bkanda Puranam,
publiste+ by the Hinda
Staden s’ Uniop, Perade-
niya Univer-ity, is an oute

“|standing oen‘ribuotion and

through this commentary
Kanapathipiilai has gpne-
ned for himseif a strcng
claim to be ranked amorg
the foreost soholars of
all time. Besides, he is
the mvet authoritative
expoosut of the tenets of
SaivaSiddhanta among the
echolars of Sri Lanka in
onr time- Many of his
eseays and commentaries
remain vnpubiished.

Pandit Kanapathipillai
hae earned a wide repus
tation both in Sri Laoka
and abroad as a prolifio
writer, an inspiring
teacber, an orator, litere
ery critio, poet end come
mentator Hs hbhas been
confergd by loeal scholars
the title = Sidibanta Ss.
ksram aed is popularly
known as Pandithamani,
#hich literally means,
‘‘gem amoog pandits”, (m
appreciation of his goho.
lership and_eontribption.
Segres of Pandits and
Tamil sokolers in the
[sland owe th-ir success
to  his guidance ard inee
piration He was slways
aotive in the field of
Pur'ns Padanam at varie
ous templee, Ho has delj-
vered a8 number of lectures
at many literary confere
ences and seminars.

Lke 8ri La £ri Aru-
mugs Navaiar, Pandithae
mani Kanapathipil'si, the
Ambasgador of Jaffne
Cultare snd learning, has
prodoced a generation of
soholars who pride them:

sslves in belonging to
the school of Pasdithae

mani,
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