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Glories of Shaivajsm
(continued fronr page 4)

underge s course of medi-
treatmens. Hg yag
cared of his illness, be.
cams & government BUp.
veyorand amassed so myah
wealth that be gng day
told me that he gig not
kmow what to do with f¢,

Popular Shaivalsm musg
RO: Keligious edugation
must come. 1t mugt reaeh’
young ard old. It gan easily
reach  thoss fortunate
youngsters who pra etudy-
ing inBhaivite schools 2nd
sfate schools, Shaivite
8socisties eughy to oarry
religions koowledge to
Shaiva children studyieg
in schools of aliep faitha,
They must aleo find mezpg
of taking the light of
religiom to the gtown-ups,
hen slone eap Shaivaigm
shine in all ie glory,
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HIGHER STUDIES
MEAN
HIGHER THINKING

i e

The development
and  mental
powers is the main aim
of educstion. Providing
schooling for the youth
s a responsibility ef the
parents snd the State
Giving intellectual and
moral trsining to young
persons is a national duty.
Why ? Theculture ard the
progress of a people depend
on the quality of instrue-
sion that is provided for
students,

The faculty of knowing
and reesoning is commonly
oalled the intellect. The
process of understanding
is intellection. Hence per-
sons of good understand-
ing are identified as the
enlightesed. Intellectuals
must, therefore, be persons
of good morals. -

Seats of learning have
been oorrectly considered
to be temples in the sense
that they are hallowed
places. Next to shrines,
saoredness is esoribed to
eduocational imstitutions,
The tradition in the Kast
has always besn to inte-
gra'e education ioto the
ways of liviog.

This high oconcept of
education was nnderstood
by the great leaders of
our oountry — Brila Sri
Aromuga Navalar and
later Sir Ponnambalam
Ramanathan, when they
founded schools for pro-
moting religions obser
vance by means of proper
learning. The preamble
to the appeal for suppors
of suoh schools made by
the Great Navaler Is in
effect & thesis on edu-
cation. Sr Ramarathan
embodied these ideals in
she Aot that Inocrporated
Parameshwara College.
The founders of the Saiva
Paripalana Sabhai did well

in iocorporafting  the
S8sbhai and the Jaffpa
Hindu College by law
olearly indicating the

purpose of education.

It is surprising that cer-
tain bappeningsio theseats
of learning kmown as
Campuses of University
are in contempt of the
poble aims of education.
A Navalar or a Ramanpa-
than would mot kesp his
hie eyes olosed and allow

of

But there are some tem

worse than hell. Sach fes
religion, They desecrate

religion, Their ignorance

The worst of their ini-
quities is the tying of
false hands and false legs
to the image. This re-
quires such a tight and
foroeful tying that no man
would allow such things
tied to his own body.
How then cam he justify
the tying of these thinga
to the image of God? He
can do go only by regard-
ing the image as some-
{%hing inferior to himself,
mere dolle. Can you con
ceive anything more dia-
bolical} than treating Ged
a8 a doll? Yet, the priest,
the temple manager and
the festival man gloat over
it ;

The second in‘quity of
these people is the intro-
ducing of nautch girls
censible peopie go to
temples to purify their
hearts, Nautch dange
makes their hearts impure.
What is worse, thougands
flock o temples to have
a darsanam (sight) of the
nautch women, whereas
only a dozen go for the
darsanem of God on

Ia other words, these
festivals give t0 those
women a bupndred times
the regard given to Ged
A obarge made egainst
our religion by those of
alien religions ig that ear
reverence for God is less
tham our reveremge for
sach women. A certain
Bhaivite gave up his reli-
glon and became @ Roman
Catholio for the eole
reason that our templee
were engouraging vics by
the intrcduction of nautch
dance,

the deseoration wunghal-
lenged.

The Goal of .Higher
Studies is certainly high
thinking. Aoctivities that
are usually asoribed to the
ungivilized and uneducat-
ed can have no place in

these sacred plact?
sacrilege.

We now come to the annual
conducted in some temples (Mahotsavam). In most
temples this is celebrated in ths right way
the right spirite. The festiveis are & blessing to
the locality in which the temple is sitnated Men
and women regard the festival days as
Even those. who would not go to temples on other
dasys make it a point to worship on festival days.

days without nautoh dance. |

Saiva Periyar Cehtenary Reproduction
GLORIES OF SHAIVAISM

By S. Shivapadasundaram B. A,

(continued from last issue)

high festivals

and

saorzd.

ples which do not justify

the conducting of high festivals. In some of the
festivals of these temples, she sacred spot is made

tivals are a disgrace to our
them and deprive them

of God’s presence. Those who conduct such irre-
ligions festivals have not the least idea of their

is g0 dense that they

cannot distingunish the imege of Ged from a doell.

We shall now come to
& few superstitions which
viotimise the ordieary
Shaivite: The chirping of
lizard is & matter of
great concerm t0 many a
Shaivite. It is interpreted
in two ways. Some regard
lizard chirp a® & mere
warning that the purpose
in hand is bound to
failure. Some others have
a lizard shastram and
are guided by it. Aceord-
ing te this some lizard
chirps are favourable and
others unfavourable. There
are three S:astrams and
very often they disagree.
(One of these recognises
eight directions, and an-
other 16 d rections. The
third hsas referency to
planetary positions.) When
they disagree, it follows
that at leasy two of them
are false Shastrams.
verification, they may all
be found false. Besides,
commeon gense must tell
one that the chirping
of a lizard can have nothing

to do with matters relate
ing to us.
Next to this comes

astrology. This also has
three differeat bsses and
it is essy to ses that
the forecast made om one
basis must comtradiot those
made on the other bases,
(In two of these the rising
gign is the starting point,
but in the third, mesha
is always the gtartisg
point, Of the former ome
system measures the dis-
tance of planeis gloockwise
and the other gcounter
clockwise ) Thus at least
two of these three systems
are falge, and experience
would show that the third
also is false. The most
unsound theory of astro-
logy is that & planet un-
favourable at the birth of &
man would bound him even
several decades  hence
during ite Dasha.

Even if astrology should
be true, the net resalt
of believing it iz misery.

oy Ty g

that bis son will get o'

On.

The hailowed centenary
of & great Hindn sa.ant,
sage, devoteg and philoso-

pher falls on Sunday,
December 10, 1978, { trust
that Hindu organizations
and institutions including
the Jaffaa Saiva Paripa-

8. SIVASUBRAMANIAM
. Life Member, Jafina Baiva
Paripalana. Sabhai

lana Sabhsi, the Hindu
Organ and the Inthusatha-
nsm and the Vivekananda
Society Colombo will take
‘appropriate steps early
to oelebrate the event in
an adequately fitting man-
mer,

RAJAJI — A NAME TOj BE
REMEMBERED IN LANKA

believe, functions and
events orgenized by
the general publie of
Sri Lanka While join-
ing in such undertake
ings with the rest, of
Sri Lanka’s population,
it is eminently desir-

celsbrate the event
according to Hindu
religious requirements
and that suitable cere-
monies will be per-
formed at Hindu
temples also. It is &
duty to do so.

The great savant end
man of Religion, Shri C.
Rajagobalachariar  who
also happened to be an
international statesman
had been, as we are aware,
to various parts of Sri
Lanka including Jaffna
and we have been blessed
by his visits, and advice
even 88 Wwe have been
similarly blessed by the
vigit of Mahatma Gandhj
and bhis ocoungel and his
teachings.

There will be, I!

* In certain aspects, both
the Mahatma and Rajaji
go together.

very high post in gevern-
ment serviee in three
years’ time, The man is
happys But the happiness
slowly fades. Let the
astrologer tell bhim that
his son will die In three
years. His sorrow is a
hundred times more in-
tense thsen the joy of
hearing of a high appoint.
ment for him, The sorrow
grows more and more in-
tenss, The man and his
wife get mentally and
physically depressed They
are over-whelmed . with
sorrow. They become a
prey to illness. If we
add tegether the result of
a favourable forecast, we
easily see thatthe sum of
the forecasts is misery
and that astrology is vam-
pire It claims ocredence
a3 the child of astronomy.
But, there iz nothing to
show that it iz a legiti-
mate issue of that moble
scienge,

Another superstition fs
the belief in supysm in
which a devil is supposed
to be sent by a magiciap
to injure a person. The
persen now and then
ghakes his head and fe
sometimes beside himself
These are really dume to
gome ailments, with which
peither his relations mnor
the local physlcians are
familiar. If he gete suit-
able medical treatment
he will recover.

An old boy of mine had

cesded in making him
feontinued on page )

Mimilar complainte I sucs|-
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