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~Srila Sri Arumukha Navalar 99th Guru Poo

Friday,November,24 1978

He Helped Us Preserve
Our Heritage

e fo——

‘The present generation
of Tamil-speaking people
are in possession of a
precious heirloem that
was handed down to them:
by their predecessors —
the memory of a memo-
rable personality whomade
his country men realise
the worth of their religious
and cnltaral heritage.
Navalar - that is the
most endearing term by
which the greatest Tamil
Literator of the nineteenth
gepntury ‘Sri la Sri Arumu-
gam’ is referred to all the
world ever. And this en-
dearment was im ample
evidence when Tamilakam
observed yesterday the
ocoaslon of the nlaety-
ninth annpiversary of the
Great Navalar.

The life of every good

man in the words of
Thomss Carlyle, is ‘*An
indubitable gospel aud

preaches to the eye and
heart and whole man’.
When we osll anyone a
good man we mean that
. ha has discherged his daty
in hig life-time by dedi-
catlog himself to higher
and nobler causes in pee-
ference to gelfish ends.

1t wae the -greatest
fortune of a people to
have had the guidaoce
of a born patriot, at &
time when the national
heritage was being tbrea-
tened with displacement
by a foreign way of life
that had goverbwental
patronage. Navalar Peru-
man trealised the gravity
of the precarious situation
and immedistely s¢t about
to strengthen the ocause
of Saiva ways of life by
means of meavingfal pro-
pagands, He thus gave
a8 helping hand to his
-people who were struggling
to find their soul in the
adverse cireumstances of
persistent proselytism.

It is thersfore absolately
necegssry that the present
geperation of students
should study the life and
works of the Great Nava-
lat What is our religious
heritage and how the
Great Navalar was able
to awaken his conntrymen
to a sense of patriotism—
these are questiens thst
are spswered in the bio-
grapy of Arumuga Nava-
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by Saiva Periyar §. Sivag

Introduction

SRI.LA-SRI Arumukha Navalar was born at a
propitious hour. The Saiva religion was panting
for him. The Thamil Language was thirsting for
him. Jafina was lonching for him. The Shaiva
Religion hed been in the strangle-held of alien
forces for two centuries, Thamil Literature and
Grammar were gaoled in palmyrah leaves Jaiina
had no leader and was groping in the dark.
Navalar came, saw and gave them all relief.

~ The Portuguese came to Jaiina at a time
when persecution was the order of the day in
Europe. In England, it began with Queen Mary,
who conducted it with such fury as gave hser
the name of Bloody Mary, and went on for
nearly a eentury with unabated callousness. France
witnessed the massacre ef thousands of Proles
tants on a single day, St. Bartholomew’s day
So, when the Pertuguese eonquered Jafina, they
pursued the policy of their mother - land, and
persecuted the people, who were all Shaivites.

{

Several of these fled to India and settled
at Vedaranyam and Chidambaram. The most
distinguished of these was Gnanaprakasa Munivar,
to whose honoured family belongs our great
Navalar. The vast majority of those who remained
in Jaifma adopted the via media of professing the
Catholie religion and following the Shaiva reli-
gion. The rest were genuine Catholics.

Those who adopied the via media were ac-
tually unable to follow their religien in ils
essential details Their inability to attend to their
religious observances, such as temple worship,
fasting and initiation, lett .them very little Shai-
vaism to follow. Thus they became as much
nominal Shaivites inwardly as they were Chris-
tians outwardly.

Whea the Portuguess were compelled to
bid good-bye to Jaffna, these nominal Christians
threw off their Reman Catholic cloak and began
to protess Shaivaism. But, as I said just now,
they had little Shaivaism left. The Dutch who
iollowed ths Portuguese, were less severe, but
were none the legs anxious to impose
faith on the psople.
ingidious methods than by direct action. The birth
of Protestantism in Jaifna was due to them.

The advent of British rule gave the Shaivites
of Jaffna some respits. The Shaivites felt that
they were fairly free. Shaiva Priests came from
Vedaranyam and revived Shaivaism in a few
centres. But, priests of other religions also
came, not merely to look after the people of
their own faith, but with the avowed object of
winning Shaivites to their religion and under-
mining Shaivaism. They came, not as individuals,
but as mission bodies. No other part of Ceylon
was subject to missionary domination so much as

lar written by Saiva Periyar Shivepada-
sundarampillai who not only imbibed the Nava-
lar way of liviog but alse took up himself the
thread of spiritual service where it was left
by his Great_Guru

As a mark of our devotion to the Navslar
tradition, wa are reproducing this biography in
the Hindo Organ beginning from the Navalar
Gurn Poojah epecisl edition in the belief snd hops

that the youger generation, partieuiarly students,

and equip themssiomlamein exgipegiviuga
ledge of religious duty.

will avail themseDigitiechiy ideiniahprorFoihydation

& h

their
This they did meore by

Jaffna. The Shaivites had lost their backbone
in consequence of two centuries of foreign
aggression. The missionary otfered feod, clothing
cash, service and English Education, in return for
apostasy. A large number of Shaivites were
lured by these baits, forsook their religion and
became Christians. Several of them were made
pastors to draw their brethren te the Christian
fold These men were more sincere than those
who professed Christianity through fear of
persscution in the time of the Dutch and the
Portuguese The missionary told them that Shai-
vaism was the religion of an ignorant, supersti-
fious, barbarous people ‘whereas Christianity
was the religion ofthe most enlightened people
of the world. But, most of them did not
ecmpletely give up their faith in the religion
in which they were born lhe Shaivites who
remained steadfast in their own religion took no
action t7° counteract missionary aggression. Shai-
vaism was then at its lowest ebb.

It was them that the land gave
birth to the Avatarapurusha He rejuvenated
Shaivaism, brought out its latent pewers, and

The Thamil language did not sutfer in con
sequence of foreign rule. It had severa]l great
scholars But it was labouring under two disad
vantages, the less serious of which was the
malicious jealousy of its custodians. The Pandi
was not prepared to reveal to others the results of
his own wcrk. He taught only what the Pandit class
knew. With him perished the fruits of. his labour.
The handicap of the student of Thamil was that
Thamil books were not in print. Every pupil had
to write on palmyrah leaves every bogk that he
wished to study Navaler printed the more impor
tant Thamil works in a press of his own. He wiped

himselt, and spread knowledge far and wide by
writing and preaching He is said to have been
the first preacher in the Shaiva world, eand to
have introduced the wcrd ‘prasangam’? to denote
preaching.

i*#***%&*%*#*******#
¥ CHAPTER 1
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Navalar’s Early Life

NAVALAR was born at Nallur on the 18th of
December 1822, He belonged to the clan et
Karkatta Velalas, and his family had lorngjbeen well
known for Thamil scholarship. Ore of the most
distinguished members of his family was Gnana-
prakasa Munivar, who was a great Agamic scholar
and who wrote eight Samskrit works and a com-
mentary on Siva Gnana Siddhiar in Thamil.
Navalar's great-grand father llankai Kavala Muda-
liar his grand.father Paramanamnder, and his
father Kandar, were all employed under Govern-
ment, and were also eminent Thamil scholars.

Kaew.drg -
£

Hie father was also a plag-wright, physician and
author of saveral Thamil medical works. Navalar
had four elder brothers, all of whom entered
Government service. He had three sisters, one of
whom was the mother ef Vidva-Siromary Ponnam-
balapillai

He received his early education in a small
school econducted by Subramania Pillai. Till his
ninth year, his extra ordinary intelligence had
not attracted the attention even of his teacher.
When he was nine years old, his father died.
He saw that his father had besn composing a

'ew years ago, an attempt was made to repiace
iis word by °“Sot Polive’, which means word-
shower. But this word was short-lived,

A, f

fully armed it for defence and even fer otfence.

out literary monopolies by becoming a teacher

2

Thamil play and 1}
completed it. His b
wonderful perform:
studies, first to Sar
to his teacher, Senc
taught him at the
that their ration or
They, therefore, ga
weuld give others |
4 o’clock in the mx«
immedietely after |
only break in his

meal time. He had
never took any kin
a perfect stranger

alona was massive
studies in his twe
to the Methodist

8 Englis e
t anguages ™nd
Rev—Feter P&isiv:
in the lower class
classes. Navalar s
study of Samskrit

In his nineteec
work of translatin
| preposed to agcer
he was free to fc
to preaeh Shaivai
gions. The Rev. ¢
on his terms, as he
to do the work. F
opportunity te s
Grammar under N
fited by his teacl
te him ag his Gu

B”."glavalar y t
and o
translatien might
carry with it the
translation was cc
him te Madras,
translated by a b
tions were compa
agreement were
therefore, submitt
in Madreas, whe
Jafina tramslation,
of the translator, |
lation and publish
Bible gave maste
which proved to k
work as religiqus |

While Navalar
studied the methe
spread their religi
religion was langu
of its followers an
sien. Heo, therefors
Shaiva Religion, s¢
dhanta works in T
Tiruvachakam. Con
Samskrit grammar
ceeded to the stu
form the ultimate a
He had to be een|
Agamas which we
Upanishads and P
studied the Upag:
miscellaneous worl

2When he was a
‘urend s wit.
of recent origin,
the images of the
their true forms, 1
ed from that of
supposed to resen




?9ti| Guru Pooja (23-1 |-78) Special Number

November 24, 1978 5

B RAETRAI RN R IR YT o s

RAIRAIR 1Y

NAVALAR

ARAPRNPRIR
riyar §. Sivapadasundaram B. A. *M%&%&%M%&%M%&%

A biography of the Great Navalar must necessa
Shivapadasundarampillai ventured
English-l(nown public a very brief account of his
as a quintessence of the glorious history of the
forceful style, narrating events in their
book has earned the encomium of scho
Copies of the earlier edition was soon sold

to write a ‘little book’ as a humble attempt to give the

Great Navalar- Whritten in a very facile
proper perspective and drawing logical conclusions, this
lars and ordinary literates and has been in great demand.
out. in view of the excellence of this ‘liitle
Biography’ and the persisting demand for it the Saiva Paripalana Sabhai has in duty bound
undertaken to re-publish the book in a serial order to bring out a new edition.

3
L

z
#
G

I

ri]y be in everal volumes. But Saiva Periyaf

noble life: And the little biography appeared
yet

— Editor

Thamil play and had ‘left it incomplete. He
completed it. His brethers were struck by this
|wonderful performance, and sent him for higher
|studies, first to Saravanamutu Pulavar, and then
to his teacher, Senathiraja Mudaliyar His teachers
taught him at the usual rate, but soen found
that their ration only kept him in starvation
They, therefore, gave him every day" what they
weuld give others fora menth He always got up at
4 o’clock in the morning and began his studies
immedietely after his religious observanees The
only break in his study during the day was the
meal time. He had a delicate constitution and he
never took any kind of bodily exercise. He was
a perfect stranger to sports and games. His head
alone was massive.? He completed his Thamil
studies in his twelfth year He was then sent
to the Methodist English school in Jaffna to
8 Englis © soon gained proficiency in
t Nguage™ad the head teacher of the school,
Rev—Peter Péisival asked him to teach English
in the lower classes and Thamil in the upper
classes. Navalar spent his spare time in the
study of Samskrit and religious philosophy.

In his nineteenth year he was offered the
work of translating the Bible into Thamil. He
preposed to agcept the offer on condition that
he was free to follow his religious ebservances
to preach Shaivaism and to criticise other reli-
gions. The Rev. gentleman had to accept him
on his terms, as he could not get another like him
to do the work. He also availed himself of this
opbortunity te study Thamil Literature and
Grammar under Navalar. He was so mych bene.
fited by his teachings that he often referred
to him as his Guru.

g Navalar bl to siudy commentaries on the
» and of! bibilical works so that his
translatien might be true to the original and
carry with it the spirit of the work. When the
translation was completed, Rev Percival took
him te Madras, where the Bible had been
translated by a body of Pandits. The two transla.
tions were compared. and ssveral points of dis-
agreement were found in them. They wers,
therefore, submitted for choice to a great scholar
in Madras, whe mnot only recommsnded the
Jatfna tramslation, but admired the seholarship
of the translator, The mission aceepted this trans-
ation and published it. The translaiion of the
Bible gave mastery of the Christian religion,
which proved to be of great value to him in his
work as religious teacher

While Navalar was engaged in this work, he
tudied the metheds adopted by missionaries to
pread their religion, He also saw hew his own
eligion was languishing, partly by the neglect
f its followers and partly by missionary aggres-
ien. He, therefore, took to the study of the
haiva Religion, soon mastered the Shaiva Sid.
hanta works in Thamil and studied Devaram and
iruvachakam. Concurrently with thesa hs studied
amskrit grammar and literature He then pro-
seded to the study of the Shivagamas, which
rm the ultimate authoritative works of Shaivaism
e had to be eontent with the study of the few
g&mas which were then available. He studied
panishads and Puranas also. Besides these, he
udied the Upagamas, Paddathies and several
iscellaneous works. Pandit S. Kanapathipillai

'When be was a chlld his relatives nick-named him
‘urend S wi®. The likeness of Navalar, which is
of ‘recent origin, no more gives his true form than
the images of the Samaya guravas in temples give
their true forms, This porirait of Navalar is adapt-
ed from that of a friend of mine, whom he was

has. in his introduction to Arunachala Kavirayer'l'
“Lite of Navalar”, given a list of over eighty
books quoted by Navalar in his works.

He was thus master of Thamil literature and
grammar, of the Kriya Kandam and the Gnana
Kandam of Shaivaism possessing good scholarship
in Samskrit and a fair knowledge of English. He
was an acute thinker, an able versifier, a facile
writer, eloquent speaker, and a brilliant contro-
versialist 3 But all this means no more than that
he wss a painstaking and mighty genjus. There
must have been several such geniuses both in
Jaffna and in Seuth India. These did not how-
ever become Arumukha Navalars. Along with
knowledge, grew his Love of God and love eof
truth. There was in him a close co-ordination
between knowing and doing What he knew te
be good and right he always did. His love of

Ged elevaied his spirit, and his love of truth
created in him a burning passion to spread the,
truth These are what made him the great
Navalar that he was.

Navalar’s

Religi'ous Work-I

Foeslbeslonk d o eor

¥ CHAPTER 2
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NAVZLAR’S heart was {filled with the woes
of his country. The thought of marriage could
not enter his head, His brothers tried in
vain to get him married. But he wag determined
to be a bachelor all his life.

He began his public work in his twenty.
third year He got together a number of young
men who had attained scholarship in Thamil, and
taught them Thamil Literature and Shaiva- Religion
in the morning and in the evening The most
brilliant among these were Sadasivapillai, Nata-
raja Aiyar and Arumukhapillai. Sadasivapillai fol
lowed the footsteps of his Master made a vow
of celebacy, and became Navalar's lieutenant
Later, he took charge of Navalar's Printing Press
in Madras After the passing away of the Master,
he conducted not only the press but also Navalar’s
school at Chidambaram. Nataraja Aiyar specia-
lized in religious studv and deveted himself te
the teaching ot Shaiva Philosophy. Arumukhapillai
chose te remain a bacheler, joined the Adhinam
of Thiruvannamalai as a Tambiran, and wrete a
commentary on Periapuranam.

Ameng these who formed the second batch
ot Navalar’s studerts were his nephew, Pennam-
balapillei, Vaidyalingapillai and Sentinatha Aiyar
Ponnambalapillai was as great a Thamil Scholar

of whom were Sabapathy Navalar and commenta-

jupposed to resemble in certain features,

as Navalar himself, became a teacher and pro-
duced a large number of Thamil Scholars, chief

tor Veluppillai Vaidyalingapillai became the
head teacher of his Master’s school at Vannar-
ponnai, and served in that capacity for several
years Senthinatha Aiyar deveted himself to the
study of Religion, and wrote several works, the
most remarkable ef which was his admirable
translatien ‘ot Nilakanta Bhasyam.

... Navalar's work as teacher thus fully justified
his purpose and expectations. He produced a
number of Navalars,

¢Sir . Muttukumaraswamy, K¢, referied to Navalar as

follows in a speech he  made im the Legislative
- Council op,19-10-1876:r “*Ha is. one rien-
tals, v@xlglt emgyui-os()vgéboésngfgei};}? Ea)lﬁc'h a
giant 4308 ik @ﬁé@&qajﬂ@@u s Advo-

cate in an argumentative way.”

v

Two years later (1847) he turned to preach-
ing He selected the Vasanta Mandapam ef the
Sivan Temple at Vannarponnai for thig werk, and
delivered lectures on Friday evenings. Karthike ya
Aiyer, who had been his classmate and had
caught his religious spirit, became his c¢o worker.
The subjects of the leetures included the existence
of God, wership of God, Love of God, love of
religion, Shiva Pooja, Shiva Deeksha, Temple
festivals, the purpose of life, the termination of
lite, abstinence from meat and abstinence {rom
drinks It happened once that Kartikeya Aiyer was
unable to be present on a day fixed tor him.
The audience requested Navalar to take his place.
He said that he was unprepared. The assembly
insisted that he ought to lecture to them. He
chese urpreparedness (to death’ as the subject
ef his discourse and seemed to have done much
better than on days when he had prepared the
subject.

His werds were not words carrying mere
sense They carried conviction and compulsien.
They compelled the hearers to practice what they
had heard. A good number of them received
Shiva Deeksha, gave up meat.eating, became
regular temple-goers, and adopted Shaiva acharam.
He soon extended his sphere of activity and
preached in the villages also. In some of these
villages, he established schools ar.d provided them -
with funds His Kopay school is even today in a
fleurishing condition But, the Puloly school was
badly managed by those who were in charge of
it, and was ultimately closed. He got others to
establish schools at Kandarmadam, Colombegam,
Inuvil and Matagal. *

While building up Shaivaism he took care "
alse to fortify it against the inroads of Christian
Missionaries. He saved two of his classmates frem
the snares of the missionary. These were M.
Tillainathapillai and S Sinnappapillai, who had
promised the missionary to receive baptism and
to become Christians on a certain day He pointed
out to them the excllences ef Shaivaism and the
tflaws in Christianity so clearly and effectively
that they gave up the idea of being baptised.
The former became a deveted follower of Navalar
and joined his school as a teacher. The lattea
qualified himself @8 a Proctor of the Supreme
Court, and rendered valuable service to Shaivaism

He also wrote books such as Subra Bodham
and Shaiva Dooshana Parikaram, with which he
repelled the attacks made by Christians on our
religlon. Of the latter book, the Weslean Methodist
report for 1855, printed in England, says ‘The
amount of scripture brcught te the defence.........
is most surprising, and the adroitness with which
every possible objection is anticipated and re-
pelled belengs only to a first rate mind The beck
is doing much mischief.”

In Subra Bodham, Navalar says that those whe
interpret the Puranas do not knew even the funda-
mentals of Shaivaism and speak of Shiva and
Subramanya asactually marrying their Saktis Those
who know anything of religien know that Ged s
formless and omnipresent and ‘‘that it is absurd
to speak of God marrying anyone”. Navalar also
eondemns in this book the hellish practice of
nautch dance in temples, and exhorts temple
managers te replace it by the recital of Devaram
and by religious lectures,

In Ris Yalpamasameyanilai, he exposes the
frauds of the misslemary and of his converis.
The missionary tried at first te convert our people
by means of preaching. He had no success. He
then establised schools expecting to win OVGE

(contlgued on page 7)
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Arumuka Navalar

(continged from page 6)

the pupils and those who offered to serve
under mim as teachers. But, there were Govern.
ment scngOis at that time, which most people
Preterred. lhe missionary was, hewever, able to
persuade Government to close 118 schools. He thus
became undispuieda master o the educationa] tisld.
~Raivites turned ChAnsiians to become teachers.
The padre made priests of some of these ang gave
them tne tille ot reverend. ( Navalar says ‘‘as
paddy and rice became dearer and dearer, the
title of reverend vecame cheaper ana cheaper’’.)
Even tnhese reverends were good Shaivites in
tneir heart ot hearis. lhey went to Shaiva
temples and made contributions tor poojas and
festivais. 1he Cnristian teacher had to xeep up
appearance only during school time, The padre
knew that- most of his comverts had no faith in
Chnstianity. But, he kept them on tor two reasons,

. He had to report a large numbear of conversions
every year to the missionary society in kngland
or America. Otnerwiss, he would 10s® his job.
Secondly, though these men were nominal
Christians, their descendants were likely to be
true Caristians Navalar gives tour instances of-
Christians cheating the missionary. They were of
interest at tnat time as these men were then
living. As they are now dead and gone, [ am
not disposed te glve even a sample.

While Navalar stood mainly on the defensive
his friends, Sankara Panaithar ot Neervely and
Damodarampiliai, ... A., B. L made trontal attacks
on Christianity. Visvanathapillai, who was one o
the two who tirst graduated et the Mad:as Uni-
versity, (the other being Damocaiempiliai, was
a Christian and attacked Shoivaism- Later he 1e.
pented, became a Shaivite, went to Chidambaram,
atoned for his writings by cauterizing his tongue
with a heated gold pin, and became a {faithiul
ollower ot Navalar. i

Whenever Navalar saw anywhere a glaring
breach et Shaiva observance, he comdemned ii
unsparingly in leatlets or lectures He severely
attacked the mercenary and heterodox life led by
Shaiva priests. In one leatlet, he asks, “some men
of the climber class have given-up toddy drinking,
and some pulayas have given up beef-eating, and
have mended themsslves; on the other hand seme
bare-fore headea velalas eat beet and drink arrack
in the company of Christians, and there are Shaiva
priests and Brahmin priests who perfcrm funeral
ebsequies and wedding ceremonies ferthem: wheo

aremeore respectable, the lormer or the latter?”
To be continued :
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