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MORAL RE-ARMAMENT—
MEANING OF RELIGIOUS PRACTICE

The announcement that the prices of cigareties
and arrack have been incressed makes us draw a
sigh of relief im the belief that this step might
lead to Temperance first and Total Prohibition
later, on. It may be a ludicrons expectation to
forsee the age of abstinence in this gountry. kqually
funpy ‘it may be Jfor abnyone to hope that probi-
bitive prices of tobscco snd liquor would dempen
the enthusiasm ef those addioted to the twin evils
of Drinking and Smeking. :

In this year of the Centenary of the birth of
a ‘great Seiva leader — Baiva Periyar Shivapada-
sundarampillai - it would be natural for us to tel
our readers and through them the younger genera-
siom that the Great Leaders of the glorious past
had been Tee totallers and non-smokers 8o un-
compromising in their contempt for and abhorrence
of these evil habits they were that shey never failed
in the ocourse of their discourses and writings
to comndemn drioking end smoking as injurious to
religious practice.

Across the waters in the mighiy sub-eontinent
of India there have been oontinuous efforts 0
achieve Total Prohibition. Mahatma Gandhi and
his disciplined band of followers im the historic
etruggle tor politieal freedom had by precept and
prastice ocalled for abstinence from these evil habits
'fhis agitation was supplementary to the work of
religious leaders.

The horrible happenings in the world — th®
first, the second and the third world all included==
vnmistakably indicate that she moral standard of
humanity has declined o frightening depths begause
of the hold. alcohol has on the method of living.
1f petrol has become am absolute negessity for
maintaining the power of natioms, liquor also has
become a must for mobilising strengsth to sonduot
sggressive campaigns. Oar land has t.e repuistion
of being religious minded. The practice of Saiva
Religion distinctly disapproves of Drinking as one
- of the first five prohibited evils. Spesking for the
people of the Saiva Faith we ocan only repest our
oft-repeated appeals to the people in the name of
our Saocred Religion that we all should be ready
to enforce the prohibitions pointed out in our
Seriptures and the works that interpret the Sacred
Boeks, Meoral re-armament has become ap immediate
peed and this can be aechieved only by siriet
adherence to religious practice.
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Saiva Periyar Centenary Reproduction

GLORIES OF SHAIVAISM

By S. Shivapadasundaram B, A,

(continued from last issue)

Everyone of our Saints has sung praises of
Thira-Neeru and have also exhorted us to wear i
with devotion. Maniokavachakar eays, “If desiron®
of wearing Thiru-Neera, wear it in abundamce...”
(yFosrer §3£43p Pavpwu yR). This abundsnce
is & sign of our real love for Parashakti. If it is
wo'0 Diggardly, it shows half-heartedness, absenge
of due regsrd and ignoranoe of its be:ng the abo '«
of Parashakti. Umapathishivam regarde aa ucho'y
persons those whose hesrts are desd to Ssecred
Ashes and to the Shivalayam  Safpd Ferew
ape e drarg L. Qearp ylvwiurp Qs@@iCs .
Manickavaonakar says in another place that thoogh
he does not dread things ordinarily dreaded such
as poisonous snakes and sharp arrows, he does dread
the sight of those Shaivites who do not wear 8acred
Ashes (Qaer o pfiS@rsaers asuLne gibu
srb ge3&wiGp.

Sscred Ash 8 should be available everywhere
in the Saiva world. It is obtained from burnt dung
of the cow, an animsl held in veneration by us
All places inhabited by S8haivites have cows. Besides,
forturately or unfortunstely, 1t is sold everywhere

Woxsaip

''he oore of worship is the thought of God which
undoubtedly, is the sweetest of all thoughts says
Appar Swamikal “O mep, please ceme; just a word
If I give you a fruis, will you be able to eat it?
Toat Pore Thing, that Lord who wins all soule
to His Feet, is a fruit very sweet, indeed t0 those
free from faults, As we have faults, we cannot have
that infinite bliss enjoyed by saintly souls. Bat
can get at least limited joy if we turn our thoughte
to @od and worship Him. The j>y, though limited,
is superior in gquality to all other joys and is the
bighess within our reach.

Umapatbishivam says, ‘‘In sublimity, in the
diffiouity of comprehension snd of soccess and ia
endless love. He has no equal.” Let us try to
understand the fo r points, The stars in the sky
are numberless. Of these stars, eur Sus is the
smalless. Ssill, it is 1300,000 times bigger than our
earth, such a v2e} unniverse is nothing before Him.
Moreover, the inanimate, non-intelligemt universe
is mothing befere us, souls. The bringing to my
consoionsness these great truths is my first step in
worship. Seeing that I am infinitely superior #%o
the universe itself I oannot set any values on the
thiogs of this world. Since a thing of this w rid
is & speck in this worid which agsin is a speck
in the universe, sach things of this world as friend-
ship and eomity, wealth and want, relationship and
non-reletionship, attractions and repulsions, adora-
tions and abuses are of no cooseguence §o me.
They eannot captivate my mind, still less take
possession of me. I am free from thoughts of them
My thought ie only on God and His infisife Liove
| eontemplate end sing songs im praise of Him,

praise Him and His Love. The following
are knowa to every Shaivite and contain nothing bus
praise:
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There are mumerons songs im Tamil, which only
soDgs

Letter to the Editor

Spiritualizati n of
Politics

Ia esrlier communiea-
tions the appeal to turn
our minds snd hearts to
God and Religion has been
made with all doe defer-
ence and in & spirit of
the utmost hamility. The
situation in 1958 is bad
enocugh, the situation im
Aogust 1977 was much
worse; the prevailiog situa-
vion is still very much
worse and greater still,
Religions and epiritusl
remediss are the last and
sniy resort Views, opini-
ons and suggestions from
the readers of your es-
teemed Journal and others
are regpectfully solicited
as to the moral, ethical
and religious means and
methoda of achieving per-
manent ister-racial good-
will, peace and barmony,
and upion of minds and
bearte among all the
people in Sri Lapks,

The columns of your
esteemed Journal gould
be made use of for the
expressiou of thoughts
relevant to this all Im-
poriant subjst and I
hope your Journal will
readily welcome all such
contributions from all ime
dividoale, organizations
and institutions.

8. S1IVASUBRAMANIAM

103 / 2, Hulftsdorp Street,
Colombo 12.

Cultural Idol of
Catholics

A simple tomb-and
that is alle The funeral
mass was “* Pions and
Simple”

The entre world has
bten moved by the re-
verence that marked a
very workable evemt
Pope Paul V1 has lef§
behind a great religious
tradition that has uni.
versel acceptance,

Simphaty amd piety
ocombined in speind:d
maoner everything Pope
Paul Vi dip and dictae
ter extremely solema.

Here was an idol of
unmesserable valug te
the Catholis’s all she
world ov r.

Oth'r religionist fai}
bim a8 a noble soul,
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