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After gracionsly chanting all the Mantiras
and clearing the doubts that oconfused the
minde of the brahmins in the Vedio rites, he
bymoed the ssored Devara Pathioam ending
with the words yASyer wWISrd AGIrYs
£QBw, thus emlightening them and making
them realiza thas the Sri Panchaksharam of
the Lord is the original source of all the
Mantiras,

d33
————— ’ ol
.

Friday, Beptember, 23. 1978,

. |
GIFTS T0O GOD!

bt 2 o nd

It is time that the Baiva Publie ubnderstood
the attributes of God to enable the people live
a traly religious lifes :

Ia this context we refer our geaders §o the
ehapter on *Popular Saivaism’ in the ‘Glories of
Saivaism” written by Saiva Periyar Shivapads-
ganderampillsi, the centenary of whose birth was
celebrated last week most enthosisstioally.

Says he: *The offer of gifts to God in
peturn for the granting of requests is bassed op
the gross misunderstanding of the attributes of
God.” Concluding this ehapter Saiva Periyar makes
& fervent appeal -to his eountrymen: “Popular
Saivaism maust go. Religions eduecation must come
It must resch both young and old, It can easily
reach those fortumate yoangsiers who are studying
in ‘Shaivite Schools apnd- statg sochools. Shaivite
Bogieties ought to earry religious knowledge to
Shaiva. children stadying in schools of alien faiths
They munst alse find ‘mesns of takieg the light of
religion §o the growo-ups. Then alone oan Shajvaism
shige in all its glory.” . |

“Popular Saivaism” is explained by : Saiva
eeriyar as, “the religion ef those who have no idea
of the cowent of the Shaiva Shastras’ — the itsligs are
onrs. '

Wa. sre, however, oonfident that the special
endeavour that is being spiritedly made by the
Saiva Paripalana Babhai through = the - Sub-
Committee on Religious Propagands b0 - prevens
the nefarious aetivities of unsornpulous ' managers
of temples and-other-‘irreligious - persons to en-

oourage slaughter of animgls,__ taking advanmsage of
the offeringe of ung‘ﬁspeoﬂng ‘worshippers, wil]
bear fruit and make Shaivites true Shaivites.

Propsgands_ocsn 'be inepiring orly if it is under-
taken by devotees with a sincere feeling of patrio-

Saiva Periyar Centenary Reproduction

GLORIES OF SHAIVAISM

By S. Shivapadasundarém B. A,

(continued from last issue)

Pancbaksharam not only includes all emtities
but also shows the relationship in whieh they
stand The evolutiom of the soul, its pzst, present
and futore are all very clearly piotovred in it. The
Five Letters may be arranged in two wavs Im
one of these, the firsd le'ter is the sappressor
of Malam and in the other, the first letter iathe
Shivem. The former is iniended for those who
are worldly minded If they meditste on it they
will gradually give ap worldly-mindedness and
hegome Godly-minded. Then they will be entitled
to oontemplate the second form. Tke second form
leads the Godly-minded te one-ness with God snd
is hence called Mukti-Psncbakeharam. Im these
two forme of Penchaksharam we see st a glance
what we esseutislly are, how mistaken we are in
our view of ourselves, how we fiod utmost eatis-
faction in wsllowing in the mire of worldlinese
and how reluo:ant we are to approach the sparkling,
healing, transparemt spring whiech lies beside vs.
We also see what infinite value we set on thinge
of po value and how we regard as negligible the
real infinities, God and Soul Inthe Panchaksharam
we see for the first time, what we intrinsically
are, spart from the msalams—from our body avd
from Apava with which we ordinarily identify
ourgselves For the firgt time, we also see our
loving Lord who has given e His Grace whob
sssumes two forms, omeg of which etsnds on eumr
right and the other om our left nursing us, fesding
us and looking after us, day and night One of
these wears out the fetters which have made ns
impotent, the other makes us divice The Paa-
chaksharam is really glorious to bebold.

The contemplation of Panchskeharsm does not
end in beholdiog ite glories It is an image of

God and, like other images, asts oo the soul The ,
'whom he himeelt sbrinks

soul’s reaotions to it are siwilar to thowe ths}
oscur during the worehip of other images. Besides,
it is & power by iteelf (uS3resH) It does not
owe it8 power $o any other thing. Oa the other
band, other images owe their divioity to Parochak-
sharam, and t0 other msntrams which are its sstel-
lites. To the contemplator, it gives the power to
proteot himselt from the inrosds of Apava. The
word Mantra itself means that which protects those
who contempiate it.

Wheress most imeges do not bring home the
worshipper the fact of his being bound by Ansva,
the Papohaksharsm places before him his state of
bondage. It placesthe whole situation olear!y,uomis-
takably, forcefully and convincing!y. The first thing
that is preached to him by the Mukti Panchaksharam
is the erdless Love of God which is shown in tbe
seoond letter. He sees God and his Love distinotly.
The next thing that catches his eye is vilepess of
the Anava which has blinded him. But ke also sees
with & relief and delight the eye-surgeon who stands
between him and Apava and is slowly removing the
catarack. The sight of God snd of His two gifts,
the loving nurse on his left and the eye-surgeon on
the right, meits the heart of the worshipper who,
hence, pours his whole love on God. He sees that
hie intimate gompaniom, the Anava, with whom he
has practieally ideniified bimself, is & hardened eut-
throat. This is to him a new vision. He makes up
his mind to get out of the reach of Anava.

The second ses of thoughts that gomes to bim
in the contemplation of Panocbaksharam is the
values of things. Of the three malams that which
mskes a direot appeal to bim is Maya. His body is
s product of Maya. The material unjverse and the
mental universe are all productsof Mays. But Mays
is ingentient snd ipanimate. On the other hsnd. he
bimeelf is sentient and snimate The produvcts of
Msys arg ephemeral. They come and go and fiaally
involve inte primordial Msya. Realising his superio-
rity. over the things of this world, he m2kes up
bie mind mot to condescend so be the slave of

tism, Verbosity and perorations canmos prod Lgﬁ :
required results uniess the propagandists ":,f;dii"to% _

g 0ot only of plessant seveations bui

pggg of them. He hagbern,a slave of most of
ale0 gﬂl#glznnnt sensations, Tobagoo bas am un-

‘b people aod teash them the presiies of roligion, 1plessant taste, Soiil shore are people whe have be

eome slaves of tobscco fod
the éake of other experien-
oces. The taste of opivm is
worss and opium does
greater harm thsa tobac-
co The :pium eater is
the helpless slave and men
have become milliopaires
by supplyiog opium to its
glaves. The contemplator
of Panchaksbaram resolves
to give up not omly these
dangerovs products  of
Mayas but also the better
clase of its products. He
would est to sppease his
buager but he wouid not
b: a elave to paistable-
ness. He wears clothes to
protect bis body but sete
no value on showy dress.
He would make use of
only those produots of
Maya whioh are indispens-
able to him. He givee no
rocm to desires for other
things, He would mot
allow himself to be a
slave to any kind of lust,
whether of wealth, of
power or of the charms
of. other scx. A hving,
eterpal entity would bDet
be a sieve to a lifeless,
inert, Srapeifory, momn-
entity. He despises it, oF
rather tskes no potice of
it. He is Cnit whereas
these are Acbit. Chit
ospnot be a slave to
Achit.

On the other side of
the Panchaksharam be eees
God whno 18 the sovrge of
all knowledge and power,
the i-finite Being before

toinsignificsnce, who is
sbowsRiBg OB bhim iniicite
love to make bim an
izfinite Cuoit .ike b mself,
placing on his either side
the two forms cf his Jove,
the Parashakti and the
Adishakti to illomine him,
to help him break the
Avavio fetter apnd to
confer on him the eternsl.
bliss of being one with
God He hss to ghoose
between kinghip with
Apnava apd kinship with
God, The Panchaksharsm
gives bim nO rocm even
for choice as the charms
of the otuer side have
been smpihilated by it.
He has ouly ome path
vefore hm and walks
along that path 80 the
Feet of God.

(To be continued)
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