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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED
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The snocient Lord who created the Devas and
men in aceordance with their previous deeds
He is the beginningless Lord that pervades and
manifests Himself in the six (orthodox) oreeds
that search for His Gracious Feet,
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FRIDAY, JUNE 20, 1975

Democracy and Demonstrafions

Time had been when the discussion on politieal
questions was  confined to the legisiative
assemblies of a country. With the evolutlon of poli-
tical thinking the platform and the press formed
a formidable forum for analysing all national pro-
blems. Baut in the terrific speed of the march
of time modern methods have superseded the
oustomary approach putting the peopls in the fore-
fronte And today demonstrations have become a
definite and perhaps decisive step in forcing the
hand of authority whatever it may be or by
whomsoever it may be handled.

However, the question remains to be answesred
whether demonstrations are legally permissible or
in the least conducive to decisions being taken on
problems of paramount importance. In the search
for an answer, it must be remembered that de-
monstrations always tend to be for and against a
situation or im more precise terms, lead to counter-
demonstrations. How far these outward exhibitions
of feelings reflect the true opinion of the people
is a matter for logical analysis as the dimensions
of a demonstration cannot be deperded on for
gauging the moral content. Numbers, it may be
conceded, have a significance. B.t if the size of
evory demonstration for and against a certain
happening is giant-like, no competent anthority
will be able to arrive at a oconclusion regarding
the superiority of any single exhibition,

Democracy thus is being confronted with a
diseoncerting diversion—the demonstration by means
of processions, peaceful or militant, silent and ncisy.
The natural conrse of events as based on reason
and law stands impeded by  extranecus efforts
that often lead to confusion and chaos. It looks
as if not only democracy bat every one convected
with its working being on trial ot in the accepted
manner but by force of demonstrations.

Indis, pOpnlaﬂy reputed to be the largest de.
mocratic nation in the world, is now in the throes

Ia continunation of my
submissions made in the
issue of the Hindu Organ
of F:riday May 9,
relating to the Draft Bill
concernivg Hindu Tem-

ples snd  Charitab'e
Trus's, the following fur-
ther cbaervations are

made now; —
1. Thers is a grave mis-

2, The misconception that

3. A correct appreciation

““Fhe poeition of many

“Querens Qarer et fari@s o ws@waard”

Proposed Hindu Temples Bill

By 8. SIVASUBRAMANIAM
( Life Member, Jaffnc Saiva Paripalans Sabhsai)

1975,

conceptica  that  all
Hinda Temples ars
public. As a matter

of faet, it is pot so.
Soma are private; some
are public; and some
are on the border line.

all Hindu T:mples are
public is due to con-'
fasion of fact and aiso
confusion  regarding
the Law that ought to
govern the subj-ct.

of the position of the
Hindn Temples has
been stated on several
occasions. 8and from
different quarters fzom
time to time, So early
as the year 1906, that
is 69 years ago, the
Times of Ceylon in its
issus of June 6, inter
alia, contaiped the
foliowing passage:—

Hindu - Temples is
somewhat different
from Buddhist ivsti-
totions of a similar
character. Mspy of
the Hindu temples are
privately endowed and
privately  controiled,
and npon these no out-
side influence can be
brought to hear- The
chief Hinda tewple in
Colombo is an ips-
tanoe. It wes erected
and amply endowed by
the late A. Pon-
nambalam, Mudaliyar.
It was practically in-
tended to be a gift of
the Mudaliyar and his
family to the Hinda
community The found-
er was himself its
trustee during his life,
and on his death
the trusteeship passed
to his eldest son,
Mr P.Coomsraswamy,
whose administration
of it won admiration in
India. Sinee Mr. Coo-
maraswamy's  death,
Mr. Ramanathan took

up the dnties of

4.

trostee. Naturally such
a temple is beyond the
interference of the
law. It is a family-
property, and the trus-
tee hag as full and
unchallenged control
of it as he has over his
own private estate.
There are masy tem-
ples gsimilarly situated-
The management of
some of them would
furnish models for
trustees tc copy.”

For the preservatien of
the assets and proper-
ties of Hindu Tewples
etc., thers was an agi-
tation Which reached
an important stsge
when it was taken up
and emphasized by the
Iate Sri La Sri Aru-
muga Navalar,

. Thereafter, the Truats

Ordinance No. 9 of
1917 was  passed
Thereupou for a con-
siderable period of
time, no specia! legis-
lation in respect of
Hindu Temples was
deemed necessary. La-
ter, Mr K. Kanpaga-
ratpam M. P., for
Vaddaukoddai with his
great enthpsiasm and
earnestness moved in
the matter and a Com-
mission was appcinted
by Government main-
ly owing to bis efforts
The Commission is-
sued a report. There
was Oppesition Dby
large sections of the
Hindu public to the
recommendations on
the ground that the
same were harmfal to
to the welfare of the
Hindu Commurity
In view of the Oppo-
gition and owing to In-
herent weaknesses in
the recommendations,
the Government did
not implement the re-
port. In this coeoneo-
tion. Government was
also greaily influenced
by the view that it
need not interfere in
Hindu Religious Af-
tairs. The Government
felt there was no ne-
cessity for any special
legislation in respect of
Hindu Temples alone
and that if the Law
required cnanges, the

UTHE® aprs Quuis mlaer ey ayds e arer
Gsw‘@cnp s Qris gopdar gulised airps
prerwep uphs Canda ppoud Caded was
Cudaastsrd esats daics eos Quawrd;
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has been placed, What is the significance
pew trend ?
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same could be effected
through Amendments
to the existing Trust
Ordinance with the ob-
ject of preserving pro-
perties and assets.

6. A cordieal principle in
Law is that every per-
son is presumed to be
innocent till the con-
trary is proved Thus
we are entitled to sub-
mit that every Temple
Trustee is honest till
the contrary is proved
—The Trustecs are en-
titled to the benefit of
the presumption of in-
norence; religious prin-
ciples, equity and prac=
tical considerations re-
quire that, if any
wrong is alleged to
bhave been cemmitted
by any Temple Trus-
tee, the burden of
proof shou!d be on the
person who makes the
allegation. According=
ly this factor is an
added reason for not
socepting the propos-
ed draft bill but for
making suitable amend-
mepts to tha existing
Trusts Ordinance which

affects the entire po- .
pulatien of Sri Lanka,

without baving any
special legislation for
the Hindus. The Hip-
du community is auto-
matically inoluded or
caught up in the gene-
ral population of the
conntry which is gov-
erned by the Trusts
Ordinance.

( To be continued )
NOTICE

In the Distriet Court
of Maliakam

No, P/ 73

Jacobpillal Manuvetpillai

of Palaly, Kankesan-
turai
Vs. Plaintiff
1 Kurusenua Eliss and wife
2 Elizabethammah
3 Thamb.o Benifas
4 Kanagasabai Everitsar
6 Kanagasabai Pathti-
msnobaran all of Palaly,
Kankesanthuarai
Defendants
It is hereby notified
that Action No. P/75 has
been iustituted in the
District Court of Mall-
kam nadsr the Partition
Act No. 16 of 1951 for
the Partition/sale of the
land ocalled Kurunthady
in extent 3 Lms. v. c.
and 1 Kuly and situated
at Palely, in Myliddy
Parish, Valikamam North
Division, Jaffna District,
Northern Province.
The defendants in the

aforesaid action are sum- ~ "

moned to appear in Coart
on the 31st day of July
19i6 at g O’clock of the
forenoon.
By order of Court
Sgd. Joseph Marian
Registrar
This 16th day of
May 1976
3, 20
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