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TREE TAX SYSTEM A STEP

TOWARDS TEMPERANCE? |

.Decrease in

-Disorder]y Cases

Drunk and

EXCISE COMM:SSIONER ON TREE

"TAX IN

JAFFNA

“
IF temperancc may be gauged from the number of
‘drunk and dis>cderly cas:s brought before the Pulice

and Village Committee Courts,

may well be hailed as a
- ance”

THUS observes the Excise Commissioner in his
1957,

viewing the worxzing ot th: Tres

tration Report for

North.
The following are further ex-
tracts from the Report: —

The. revenue from tree tax
licences issued in Valikainam

North during 1937 was Rs.
59,425 acminsb R BTH2) 10
1936 and RS 66,257 in 1935 —

a decrease of Rs. 8,075. 'This
decrease was probably due to
the fact that, when the tree
tax system was extended to
the rest of .Jaffna distriet in
1937, the tappers from outside
who.came to Valikamam North
in 1935 and 1936, went back o
their villages on the borders of
the division. The other two
areas in which the tree tax
system, but different from the
one in Valikamam = North,
operated during 1936 and 1937
were Pooneryn and Eluvaitivu,
both of which show slight in-
creases of tree tax revenue in
1937 as compared with 1936,
as under the new system in-
troduced in 1937 a liceasee
could get more thap 1 tree,
and was not restricted to pal.
myras only.

Jaffna Circle

In Jaffna Circle, exclusive
of Valikamam North, Pooneryn
and Eluvativu the first year's
(1937) tree tax was Rs. 219,977
as against the toddy taverns
rents revenue of Rs 295,187.97
io the last complete rent year
of 1935-36,—a  decrease of
Rs, 76,000 in round figures,
or—26 per cent. In Point
Pedro Circle the first year’s
(1937) tree tax Rs. 144,077.50
as against the toddy fta-
verns rents revenue of Rs
183,563 06 in the last complete

the tree tax system
long step towards  temper.
Adminis-

published this week, in re.
Tax System in the

rent year of 1935-36—a de”
crease of Rs. 39,000 in round
figares, or—21 per cent. As
the comparative stabement im{

the 3rd sub-paragrapl Mfﬂ%

'shows, by the  extension of the|

tree tax system to the whole
of Jaffna District the toddy
revenue has gone down from
Rs. 518.277.53 to Rs. 426,116.-
50,—a decrease of Rs. 122,000
in all, or—22 per cent. Thel
extra expenditure on the addi-
tional staff required for the
tree tax work and other con-
nected items was Rs. 88 128 .24
in 1937, so thst the actual dif-
ference to nett revenue is Rs.
210,00 on the wrong side, in
round figures. The question of
raising the rates of tree tax has

|been receiving the department’s

serious consideration at the
time of writing; the indications
are that the male palmyra can
certainly afford an increase of
tax from Rs. 2.50 to at least
Rs. 4, if not Rs.5, and the
female palmyrs and coconut
tree from Rs. 10 to possibly
Rs. 12. The figure io the com-
parative sbtatement in the 3rd
sub-paragraph = below  show
that the rate on the male
palmyra is so low that
licensees prefer it to the fe-
male palmyra and coconut; the
results of 1938 will enable the
department to judge maore
accurately how the rates should
be adjusted.

The loss to revenue of Rs.
210,000 under the tree tax
system as compared with the
revenue from toddy taverns

Continued on Page 7)

Tae best key to understand

the maze of European poli-
tics during the last | few years
is British foreign policy- That
policy had always fellowed a
particular trend, though not
always deliberately. ‘Occasion-
ally, there appeared to be a
conflict- between Britain and
Italy and between Britain and
Germany. DBritain had parti-
cipated in the applications of
sanctions against Italy; she had
supported Japan in the conflict

between China and Japan; she
was even found speaking in
tones of remonstration to Ger-
many. Nevertheless she had

consistently followed a policy
of suapporting

the tob&htmnau

U.S. A. and Russia

After the great war,
factors had emerged. * One was
the emergence of Russia and
the other was the tremendous
importance of the United
States of America which, from

peing a debtor nation, had
become  overwhelmingly a
creditor country. She had

challenged the leadership of
Britain in matters of finance.

But the more important fac-
tor was the conflicti between
England and Russia. Kngland’s
policy in the Far Hast had for
a long time been one of sup-
port to Japan. Japan had
grown under the shelter of Bri-
tish TImperialisnr and when
Japan took Manchuria, Britain
supported her, because she
wanted to utilise Japan against
Soviet Russia.

Collapse of Versailles

This was the fittest challenge
to the whole system of the
JLieague of Nations. Then other
breaches of the covenant oc-
curred in Abyssinia, China,
Spain and Central ISurope.
British . foreign policy, while
ostensibly  supporting  the
League policy, played a promi-
nent part in bringing about
these breaches. Kven when

the Nazl regimie came, it was
Hitlex’s policy to get British

two’

IBRITISH FOREIGN POLICY
Key to Understand Maze éf

European Politics

By Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru

support. He did get it and
Germany forged ahead under
the sheltering care of British
Foreign policy. The Anglo-
German Naval Treaty, con-
tracted without information
to the League or to any
other power, was in total
contravention of the Versailles
treaty. That was the beginn-
ing of the break—up of the
Versaiiles system.

The price of the Anglo-Ger-
man Naval treaty was that
France sought the support of
Italy and brought about non-
intervention in  Abyssinia.
Though some sanctions were
invoked against Italy, other
important sanctions were not
at all used. In faet, the Anglo-
Peramn Oil (,ompan) worked

Andiaight to help Musso-
'lml. ~ Right through British
policy encouraged breaches of
the Lieague Covenant.

Invasion of Spain

Then came Spain. There
was nothing more amazing than
the policy of England and
France with regard to Spain.
The war in Spain was not a
civil war but an invasion,
England had done everything
pos51ble to help the rebels des-
pite the fact that British ships
were repeatedly sunk

This policy was truly asto-
nishing” because it endangered
the British Empire. If Spain
was dominated by Italy, the
Mediterranean-would become a
closed lake to Britain.  Cham-
berlain was following a policy
that was leading his country to
disaster. But the policy pur-
sued by Mr.Chamberlain was not
so very different from that pur-
sued by Baldwin, though Bald-
win might not have gone so far
as Chamberlain did. British
policy had always been definite-
ly pro-Fascist.

Anti-Soviet Complex

The reason for this was
Britain’s antagonism to Rus-
sia. If Germany collapsed,
it would mean a_ strengthen-
ing of Russia. T«hg danger

"y Contmued on Page - ) e
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THE MOST MEANINGFUL DRESS
EVER INVENTED BY WOMEN

Noted : Psychologist Praises the
Saree

7 s e ——

WESTERN FASHIONS.

EASTERN AND
By Madame

DR. C. G- Jung, the inter-nation-

“ally  famous psychologist has
recentlv been is India and, as his
study is human beings, their habits
and customs, their bebaviour and
their dress, what he says is worth
considering.

In the Jatest number of ASIA.
the American DMonthly, he has
quite a lot to say about women in
India. :

“Travelling with the Buitish
Delegates to the Indian Science
Congress at Calcutta,” he  writes
“I was hstled through a good many
dinners and receptions. I had a
chance at these to talz t0 educated
Indian woinen.

Saree, The Most’
Meaningful Dress

This was a novelty. Their cos-
tume characterises them as wotnen.
It is the most becoming, the wost
meauingtul dress ever invented by
women. I hepe lerveatly that the
western sexual disease, which tries
to transform woman into a sort of
awkward boy, will not creep into
India in the wake of that fad “scien-
tific education.”’

It would be a
worid if the Indian woman should
cease to wear her native costume.
India (and perbaps China, which 1
do not know) is practically the only
civilised country where one can see
on living wodels how women can
and should dress.

A costume conveys more than the
meaningless half-nakedness of the
western woman’s dress. With the
Indian woman’s ccstume there is
sowething which can be unveiled
or revealed, and, on the other hand,
if anything is wrong one’s taste is
not offended by the sight of aesthe-
tic flaws.

Western Fashions Invented

" By Men

The European evening dress is
oone of the conspicuous symptoms of
our sexual morbidity: it consisis of
a conditioned shamelessness, an
equally conditioned exhibitionism,
an impotent provocation and a ridi-
culous attempt to make the relation
between the sexes cheap and easy.
Yet everybody is, or ought to be,
profoundly impressed with the fact
that the secret of the attraction is
neither easy nor cheap, but is one
of the demons which no “scientific
education” has yet mastered.

X
w

Women’s fashions with us are
mostly invented by men: you can
guess the result. After having
exhausted all means of producing
the semblance of the fertile race pro-
ducer by corsets and cul-de-Paris,
they are now trying to bring out
the adolescent  hermaphrodite, an
athletic, semi-masculine body, in
spite of the fact that the body of

Sl et
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loss to the whole
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the northern woman has already
painful tendency towards a bony
coarseness.

The Worst Sight of All

They try co-edncation in crder to
make the sexes equal to each other,
instead of stressing the difference
But the wost sight—oh—1is the wo-
man in trouzers parading the decks! 1
often thought that, if only they knew
how mercilessly ugly they locked.
They belonged nsually to a very
decent type of niddles class and
were not smart at all, but only
touched by the actually raging her-
maphroditosis.

It is a sad trath. but the Enro
pean - wowan, and particularly her
hopelessly wrong dress, have no
show at all when cowpared to the
dignity and fewale elegance of the
Iadian wowan and her costume
Even fat women bave a chance in
India; with us they can only starve
themselves to death.” :

While on this subject listen to
what the western woman has to say,
in regard to what the Parisienne
would call “well-dressed”.

How to Achieve Paris
s hagh

“Theysay in « Paris,”" said Mrts,
Alison.Settle recently “that- no wo-
man is really well-dressed until she
is over thirty. What they mean is
that up to thirty a wowman  relies
more on what she adds to her
clothes to make her look swart, but
after that age she discovers that it is
paritg off the unneceszary things
that counts.

Up to thirty, when she has been
asked out, she tends to add an ex-
tra scarf, a flower pinned on, zuns
back to see if not this but another
coloured scarf would not make her
lcok better.

The Parisienne, on the contrary,
believes in line, and even if she buys
a dance dress with a diamante clip
on it, when she gets hoie she al-
ways takes thein off first to see if
the dress would not- be better with-
out thein. And you know the odd
thing is that eighty times out of a
hundred the dress looks better so.

JExtra trimmirg is a help to a
dress which is not in itself good in
line but if you trust your coat, cuit,
dress, then do without the extras
and you will get nearer the chic of
that Parisienne.

A flower draws attention where
you’d rather have quiet lines. Dut
the scarf can do sowething for you.
[t not only wvaries your colour
schewe, but, well pnt on around
the throat line, draws the eye from
the hips, which may no longer be
vour good point, up to the shoulders
which probably are.

Far more women suffer fronz be-
lieving thatanything can be done
with their disadvantages than suffer |
from the vanity of being cownplacent.

Society of the
Servants of Ceylon

A New Society
Inaugurated

A new association, the So-
cic'y of the Servants of Ceylon,
vas  inaugurated at a Public
Meeting held on the 22nd Janu-
iry 1939 at 630 p.m- in the
Veemankamam Sivasuppramania
Varothaya Bilingual Schoo! hall
for the advancement of the people
of Ceylon spiritua ly, morally,
intellectually, materially, and
politically. Membership is open
‘o all residents of Ceylon and
Ceylonese outside the Island.

Mr. Suppramaniam, Proctor,
was voted to the chair, and Mr.
Navaneetha Krishna DBharathi,
Tamil Pandit, Parameshvara Col-
lege, was elected S:cretary pro-
sen, The Chairman explained
the objects of the meeting, anc
pointe¢ out to the audience that
th: times of the old Kings of
Lianka, who built tanks for irriga-
tion and made the Wanni the
ptide of Ceylon. have gone, and
the Ceylonese of today must face
the present state of affairs and
devise means to live as self
respecting people, He said that
theite was no hope in expecting
Government to .come to  thel.
iescue, seeing the relationshij
between the Government and the
people, but self-help was the only
solution. He exhorted the people
to tise to the occasion and help
each other to exercise their right
wisely, and make iife weorth
living. He said that it was higl
tiine that they formed a Societ)
tor the progress ot the people of
Ceylon in the right lines, and

specak the truth and the whole
|truth without mincing watters ip
ghting for their rights.

M.. Navaneetha Krishna Bha.-
cathi also spoke. He emphasized
the need for union and the uplift-
mint of the masses, most i
whom were ignorant cf thei
rights. He wmade an appeal to
every householder to put his house
in order and help his neighbour
to live an honest life.

The following  officc-bearer’s
were elected:—

President: Mr. S Supramaniam,
Proctor, S. C., and Notary Public

Vice p esilenti!Mr, Navancetha
Kr shna Bharathi.

Suererone <Mt B0 Kandiahy
Head  Master, Maviddapuram

Hindu School.

Asst. Secretary: Mr. S, Krishna-
pilkai.

Treasurer; Mr. V. Muttiah,
tired Surveyor,

Asst, T'reasurer: Mr. V. Iyadu-
rai,

Reading Room Secretary: Mr.
5. Kumarasegaram, Teacher and
30 committee members.

It was also resolved to open a
Reading Room and Library.

(Cor.)

Land For Sale

Re-

A suitable dwelling compound
with well and plantations etc., in
extent 1Z lachams, situated at
Tellippallai on the main road
from Kankesanturai to Jaffna near
Tellippaliai Mission House and
Junction. Anyone willing to buy,
please communicate . with N.
Kandiah, Hanwella Group, Han-
wella. ‘

(Life)

(Mis, 261. 30-1 to 6-2-39.)

A NEW POLITICAL
ASSOCIATION

VALI-WEST MAHAJANA
SABHAI

SWARAJ AND UNITY
ITS OBJECTIVES

A NEW political Association, the
Valigamam West Mahajana Sabhai,
“to work for Swaraj and unity of
all communiiies” was inauguorated
in  Valigamam . West ata public
mecting held at the Meihandan
Vidyasalai, Pannakam. Mr. J. V.
Chelliah presided.

The chief object of the Associa-
tion, said Mr. Chelliah. should be to
work for Swara). Unity of all com-
mu‘ties was essertial for that pur-
pose. Mr. J. V. Chelliah stressed
the need for & people’s association
in that area. That area was politi-
cally advanced and had three colleges
and many schools within it. It had
a large pumber of educated men
who shonld no longer keep the mass-
es in ignorance of their rights as
citizens,

The Jaffna Association was a
mere body of townsfolk It was
they of that area who should make
their views known on public qués-
tio 1s that were agitating the coun-
try especially the Goveruor's Re-
forms Despatch.

Ile said that they should first
educate themseives by wmeeting to.
gether in Associations -and then
through that Sabhai acqnaint the
masses on how they should exercise
their votes. The grant of adult suf-
frage was the greatest gift given
themn

It was a shawmeful thing to find
on the eve of general elections can-
didates from Colombo cowing into
the province to woo the masses with
long purses and bottles of arrack.

The people should, before “decid-
ing on their representative, find out
wheother the candidate who sought
their suffrage was one who actually
lived and woved in their midss.

. He stated what a Sinhalese
Miuister had told him about the
opposition of certain Tamils to his
(the Minister's) appointment of 8
Tamil as head of a department.

They Wondered

\When he Mr. Chelliah) had visit-
ed Bandarawela recently one of the
questions put to him by Tamil
traders ia that place was, why there
should be such hostile feeling in
Jaffua against the Sinhalese.

Mr V. Veerasingham srpported
the ‘continuance of ‘the Committee
System.

Mr, M. Sabaratnesinghe criticised
certain Sinbalese and ‘Tamil leaders
as self-seeking politicians.

Mr. N. Senathirajah, the President
of the Peasants Union, reminded
the gathering of the wcrds of
Gokhale that ‘“the progress of a
minority entirely depends on the
goodwill of the majority.”

The rules governing the Sabhai
were then discussed and pasced, and
the following office-béarers were
elected : President: Mr. J. V. Chel-
liah; vice-Presidents: Messrs. V.
Veerasingham, M. Krishnar, Wil-
liam Black and M. Sabaratoesinghe
Secretary : Mr, N. Kauagaratnam;

Treasurer: Mr. N. Maruthamatty,
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NUIiBER OF PAWNBROKERS

Artiéle's B nid

for 19 Millions
in ‘1936

in Ceylon

- PROCEDURE IN REGARD TO
- UNCLAIMED ARTICLES

THE sub-Committee of the Esxecutive Committee of Home
Alfairs favours the introduction of Legislation to res.

trict. the . graat -of

licances

under the Pawnbrok.

ers Ordinance to Ceylonese or to people who have at

least five vears’ residence
ensure a
Ordinance.
Sale of Articles
The pawnbroker business is car:
ried on in Ceylon under an Ordi-
nance ot 1896, which was amended
in certain respects in 1935
The total sum loaned by pawn-
1936, fhe
only yearin respect of which offi-

ed to Rs. 18,901 72458, = A sy of
Rs. 868 489-92 was realised in that
year by the sale of pawaned articles

which are usually of gold or silver. |

A pledge is redeemable in twelve
nienths but, if not so redeeined, the,
articls. pledged is sold by public|
auctions =l : .

Where an article pawned “is sold
for mwore than the awmount of the
loan and interest due at the tinie of
sale, the pawnbroker is required, on
demand within two years of the
sale, to pyy the surplus to the holder
of the pawa-ticket, deducting the
necessary costs and charges of the
sale. 5 e

The Ordinance does not, how-

o

should do whea these surplus ba-
lances are unclaimed.

Accounts of the pawnbrokers for
1926  were examined last year,
awounted to more than a million
and a half rupees, though the period
during . which these sums accuniu-
lated is pot certain.

Parties to be Informed
The legislation which i is now

that the parties concerned should be
informed by registered Ietter of the
amounts lying to their credis after
the auctions and that

If these amounts ave not claiined
within six months, they should be
deposited in  the Kachcheries and
should lapse to ' revenue after five
years.

In future pawnbrokers will also
be required to notify piedgers whose

It is proposed that licences in
future should be issued strictly te
persons who are actually resident on
the prewises.for which a licence is
issued, and that no person should
hold more than one licence in view
of the fact that many firms ol
mouey-lenders run pawnshops at
proviacial centres. :

An applicant for a licence who is
not a Ceylonese will be reqaired te
prove av least five years’ residence in

the application.
The applicant will also be requir-

will reside on  the premises for
which the licennce is granted during
the pendency of the licence.

If he leaves the Island for a con-

with Colombc pawnbroker
{ed to'Rs. 375 065-05°

- In that year there were 74 ©

siderable time, he will bs required|

-

in this country and also to

proper supervision of the working of the

bo transfer his licence to an approv=
ed person with the residential:
qualification. -

Deposit To Be Required

It is also propo-ed that a licersee
should depasit with the Governwent
ab least ten.per cent of the total
amount he 1s prepared to put iuto
the business, and that the interest
oa loans between Rs. 5 and Rs. 50
should be reduced from 24 per cent
to 12 per cent

The following are the figures re.
garding the amounts * loaned by
pawn=brokers in the year 1936 in
Colombo and various provincial
centres. o :

The total amount lent by pawn=
brokers in  wolowbo wass Rs:
5,342,416-25. The total awount
realised by sale was Rs. 301,021-33.
The total amount iying to the credit
of the pledgers at the end of 1936

e

ey
lonese pawnbrokers and 191 nous
Ceylonese pawnbrokers operating in
Colombo. !

The amount loaned by the Ces-
lonese pawnbrokers was only Rs,
375,291/80.

In Jafina

The figures for Jaffna for 1936
were higher than those for Colombo
with  this  difference, that the
number  of Ceylonese  pawn-
brokers in Jatfna was greater than
the number of non-Ceylonese pawn-
brokers. :

In Jailna, there were 125 Cey-
lonese pawnbrokers, who loaned Rs.
4,099,662/33, and 13 non-Ceylonese
pawnbrokers who lent Rs. 1,389,211/
71, waking a total of Rs. 5.388,874,
as compared with the figure of Rs.
5,342,416/25 for Colonibo.

The total realised by sales in
Jaffna in that year amounted to Rs.
3492530, as comparéd with Rs.
301,021/33 in Colombo.

The unclaimed surplus balances
after sales in Jaffna, at the end of
1936, amounted to Rs. 1,066/17 as
compared with Rs. 365,065/05 in
Colombo. ' -

la the year uader review there were
no Ceylonese pawnbrokers in Batti-

|caloa. There were five non-Cey-

tonese pawnbrokers who loaned Rs.
826,791/70. The amount realised
by auctions of pledged articles was
Iis. 82,389/75 and the uneclaimed
surpiuses after sales, Rs. 1,234/44.

Other Towns

In other towns amounts loaned
by pawnbrokers in 1936 were as
follows: Baduilla, Rs. 607,513, Put-
talam and Chilaw, Rs. 241,588/17;

s amount- |

Kalutara, Rs, 577,5¢5/29; Kegalla,

L

Post—Pieohibiticn
Mentality and Crime
In Jaffna

o i Aruldmbalam, Adbocaie)

The Excise Commissioner, Mr.
5. H. Wadia, in his Administra-
tion Report for 1937, referring to
the 'causes of ‘the recent crime
wave in Jaffua, says:--“The per-
turbing increase of crimie in the
Jaffna District of recent years is
due. no doubt to many causes.
Drink may be one cf them but not
the main ecause; the economic
depression, and :he weakening of
reiigious - worship ‘and .practice
which seems to be the concomit-
ant of the spread of education
among the pzople may be other
causes. i

“But may not the post-prohibi-
tion mentality, with the spirit of
lawlessness bred during the years
of probibition, be also included
in the catalogue of causes and to
what extent was it responsible for
inducing, among a section of the
Jatfnese, the existing callousness
to human suifering ia the Cowm-
mission of crime 2" ;

In this connecticn 1 may be
permitted to re.produce what I
wrote to the “Hindu Organ” on
“The problem of crime in Jaffna”
which appeared in its issue of
February 11, 1937, about two
years before the Administration
Report of the Excise Commission-
er which contains the extract
quoted above.

I wrote:—*Another cause of the
ncrease of crime may be said to
b= the reaction consequent on the
prohibition wave which swept
over Jaflna some years back. At
that tite this District had almost

sccured the  reputation of being|.
¢ first—Prohibition  District ‘in|

the-Island. When the prohibitio:

‘wave was at itsheight tavern after

tuvern was abolished in quick

succession through the exercise . f

local option,

“The writer remembers that in
one area where a local option poil
was held for the abolition of a
toddy tavera the enthusiasm was
s0 great that the voters all walked
to the polling-place to record theit
votes n@t a single conveyance be-
ing utilised and more than 90 p.c.
of the votcrs in the area turned up
and woted for abolition, not a
single vote being recerded for re-
tention. That very areais now
rceking with drink. ;

“Those who wcrked for probi-
bition did so with praiseworthy
motives, but there had been no
previous preparation of the public
mind by the instailation of absti-
nence principles. The result was a
sudden reaction. and while the
taverns remaianed closed there was
4 tremendous increase in the illi-
cit sale and drinking of liquor.
Fhis had a ‘degenerating effect on
the public mind. Iilicit drinking
mecans a contewmpt for the law and
a change ior the worse in the law-
abiding instincts of the people
ibe writer considers that this is
one of the potent causesin the
increase of crivie”. :

The views of the Excise Com-
missioner. will be seen to 'be on
all-fours with those of the writ r.

R 116.957/31: Ratoapura, | Rs.

318,864/55; Matale, Rs, 256,347,86;

Kurunegala, Rs. - 86,314/90; Trin-

coialeey Rs. 534,452/51; Matara, Rs.
441,04 1/50; Anuradhapura, RS
85,404/96; Mullativu, Rs. 853/38;
Kandy Rs. 1921,845/59; Galle, Rs.
1,314,735/13, . c

‘Legislative

THE CaUSE OF THE
MINORITIES

e e

ASSURANCE RY PEERS

MR. PONNAMBALAM ON
HIS MISSION

E’IR G. G. Ponnambalam, who

returned from England recent-
ly; made a statement on the work
he bad dope in England' in con-
nection with the proposed reform
of Constitution, at a meeting of
the Execative Committee of the
Jaffna Association last Saturday.

Mr. Ponnambalam is said to
have announced, that several
members of the House of Lords,
including Lord Rankeilloar, whom
he had met, had undertaken to
fight the cause of the minorities,
and that a strong and influential
Committee of the House of Com-
mons was studying the Constitu-
tional situation in Ceylon.

It is learnt 'that Mr. " Ponham:

balam made a long statement in

which be said that he had ‘met the
Sccretary of State for' the. Colo-
nies, the Under-S=cretary of State
and permaaent officials oo more
than five occasions. He had ad-
iressad certain committees of the
House of Commons, the Labour
Commonwealth Group of the
House of Commons and other
vodies, all of whow had given him

a sympathetic and cordial recep=—._

tion,

Minorities in Europe

Mr. Ponnambalam said that the
treatment of the Jews by the
Third Reich and generally the
oppression  of the ininorities in
Central Europe together with the
Arab Jew tussle in Palestine had
brought 10 the forefront the pro-
blom of the safe-guirding of the
minorities by statutory means,
such as Dbulanced representation,
since the  safe guards deyised by
the Leagus of Mations -had been
found to be not worth the papet
they’ were written on in the case
of the post-war States of Europe
and the Near East,

Regarling balanced repres:nta-
tion between the majority com-
munity and the winor commu-

ditics, he analysed the _origin of °

the idea, which he said, was far
back in Constitutional history, but
was first enunciated by Sir Penp-

nambulam . Rawmanathan that
great . political . sage, 'in " the
Tawmil Maha Jana Sabha Mews

orial, which was sanctioned by
the - select  Commities of the
Council, appréved
by Sir William Manning, and
finally embolied in the D:von-
shire-Manuing Constitution. To
this Constitution no  objection
was made by any of the Sinhae.
lese leaders in  their evidence be-
tcre the Donoughmore Commis-
S10uers,

The mceting did - not™ arrive at -

any conclusion about the Goy-
eraor's  R:forms Despatch. It
was agreed to continue discus-
sion on Sunday, ;

Among those present were Mr.

-

S. Rajaratnam, *former Legisla="

tive Councillor and ‘tepreseuta-
tives from the youth Congress, -
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MANAGER’S NOTICE

Our Office will be closed
\ororsow. fart i Thai ~
Poosam fgstiva}.

MANAGER,
Hindu Organ.

/_———

Wanted Immediately

Expérienced Bar-keeper to be in
- gole cha,rgepf' the Bar and to keep
its accounts. Cash security Rs. 100/-
essential. ‘ ; :
Salary 20/- plus board and lodging.
Apply in own handwriting.
MANAGER,
T'he Grand Hotel,
Jaffna.

(Mis. 263 2 & 6-2-39)

'.‘__’___—_——————'—————‘/‘—_—:——/"

Matrimonial

e

The marriage of Mr. C. Alaga-

ratnam, son ¢© ‘Mr. A Chdlliakb

of Manipay, and Miss Kanmani
Ammal Ramaliegam, daughter of
Mrs: V. Ra malingam of K+rampan,
will:take place on Monday, 6th

February 1939, at 10.35 p.m.
(Mis. 264. 2-2 39) >

g&ijxﬂ,k, @rgajx, cretion of the Speaker to ‘ac

THURSDAY, FesRUARY 2, 1939

—— =

THE PRIVILEGES BILL

Tae STATE COUNCIL POWERS | powers which the new Bill
and Privileges Bill which pas-|seeks t0 vest in  the State
<ed its second reading last | Couneill. While the members
Wednesday contains certain |are to possess certain immu-
provisions which might prove a|nities from the effects of their
great davger 0 the liberties of |own utterances, the public’ are
the public. The net result of|to be exposed 1o inquisitorial
these provisions will be to con- | proceedings which are eontrary ;
|to the British traditions o and cannot find.
tain immunities and arbitrary justice. . Knowing as we do the
pOWers which are not possess- mentality which some State
.ed by any legisiatures in demo- | Councillors have shown in the
oratic countries and to place | past, their impulsiveness, utter
sacrosanct body |lack of self-restraint and deco-
above the restraints of the ' or-
~dinary law. The one principle mentality, we are afraid these

fer upon State Councillors cer

them as @

tish Constitution is the princi-|rather than fall into abeyance.

the defamatory licence which

have brought before the Council
by bill. motion, petition, resolu-
tion or otherwise’. Hitherto
the Councillors did not possess

Purpose of Coconut
Exhibition

A Visit to the
~ Ashram of Bliss

Increasing Internal
Consumption

By Jean Herbert
(of Paris who is now presently
at Anandashramn where
Swami Ramdas resides.)

ghis provision seeks to confer
on them. A State Councillor
who defamed a doctor had to
apologise in the open “coutt.
His pleading of special privilege
was not accepted by the court.
If this Bill 18 passed and re-
ceives the Governor’'s assenb
no member of the public who is
defamed by a Councillor in the
open Council can seek legal
remedy, for the defamation will
be privileged. . A cowardly
member who manages to get
into the Council will have the
privilege to malign a private
enemy of his'and {he person so
maligned will not have the right
of redress at all: The provi-
sion which vests judicial powers
in the Council will tend to
make of the State Council a
sort of Star Chamber to harass
any person who has made bim-
self obnoxious &0 the State
Councillors by his oubspoken
oriticism  of their = conduch
and policy. Kight clauses Of
the Bill deal with the several
ways in which any person may
be summoned to appear before
the Council or any (Committee
and be required to produce any
paper, book, record or docn-
ment. Wibtnesses will be exa-
mined on oath and a witness
who refuses to answer questions
is liable to sumnmary punishment
by a magistrate up to a fine ol
Rs. 1,000. It is left to the dis-

B : » . A General committee of about
very few days ago, my wife and|a hundred persons, in which are
I were still in strife-ridden Euvr-|included prominent business men
ope, in the deepening chadow of the |of Colombo and representatives
clonds of war, where everybody lives of coconut planting interests, was
in the fear of an impending catas- appoivted at a meeting on Tues-
trophy, where resentment and greed day afternoon of those in support
+nd hatred seem to have obiiterated of the proposed All-CeylonCeconut
for the tiwe being ail other” feclings Exhibition to be held in Colombo
in so many people. Aud fate would during Vesak, under the auspices
have it that soon affer we landed on of the Coconut Board:

the sacred soil of India, Wwe should
be led to the Ashram "of a great
Bhakta. one who is said to live love.
The contrast came as a shock.

Col. T. G. Jayawardene pre-
sided at the meeting which was
held at the office of the Coconut
Board.

-
* *

Speaking of the aims and ob-
jects of the proposed exhibition,
theChairman recalled the words of
Sir Edward Stubbs when he was
heard also of life 1n the Ashram | Governor of Ceylon that it be-

through people who had stayed there hoved the people of Ceylon to

but we were little prepared for what buy the products of this country
in preference to the imported

we found. Mantra-yoga is perhaps
the kind of Yoga which seews most stuff.
increditable to \Westerners. We =
| 1nay fairly easil admit that throogh
wo;k or tbrougk{ intellectna’ ~eﬁ‘ocl’t, anﬂ e On.e woRld nqt‘ i
it ; prised to see him at any time dance
or through love, or even through |in ectasy and joy, and ome would
Raja-yoga, sowme degree of spiritual
development may ba reached, but to
the average Westernet, it seems per-
fectly childish to imagine that the
constant repetition of a few words
should have any such effect. The
guru who practises-and teaches that
kind of sadhana would therefore
seem at first sight to have no mess:

We know the boeks of Swami
Ramdas, and we had felt the spirit
that ran through them. We had

not even find it strarge if all those
present would join him in that bliss-
ful state.

1 do 1ot know yet how long the
offect may last for those who have
had the privilege of breathing that
holy atmosphere fora short pericd
of time, but I feel qu'te certain that
even after they have Jeft it far be-

cept a plea that the document
required to be produced is of a
private - character. I the

Speaker ~ decides otherwise;|ege Which the wesh could veceive| hind and plunged again _TOOTEHS
oven  private information |and atilise. ' wad turinoil of everyday life as we

make it, they must revert mentally
to the happy days in -the life as
Ramdas makes it; they must find
in those memories an ever-fresh
source of joy and peace and hope, 8
powerful inspiration to rveturn good
tor evil, and also the assurance that
love is stronger than hate, and joy
more powerful thaa misery.

has to be made public

These are some of the arbitrary And yet, even before we reached

the Ashrau, from the varvious de-
votees who et us on the way, we
caught sorue glimpses of the spiri-
tual-atmospbere of love and bliss
which is spread by Swami Ramdas
—and which is very wuch what the
west needs so badly in  the present
juncture, what we ate thirsting after

Of all that I had the privilege
of hearing from the lips cf the
Swani, two sayings reinain upper-
mest in 1y memory.  Once he said:
“Ram means God’’, which was to rue
the living proof of what T bhad so
often read 10 books that the Bhakta

* ® *

In the Swami himself we found
that rost amazing combination of °
deep, superhuman knowledge, and need not be narrow minded, but
child-like simpliciby and joy which | may even in his most intense devo-
I suppose can only manifest itself|tion remetnber that there are Other

rum,their mock-heroics and mob

wers to our. questions (Were given |are entitled to chocse as  their

_that runs throughont the Bri-|powers are likely to be abused\i“ the self-realised wan. His ans- aspects of God which other devotees

ple of equality before the law.
A Cabinet Minister, & member | be strongly criticised and their
of Parliament, a police officer failings mercilessly exposed if

are but private citizens in the|they cannot observe a high
eye of the law and are equally standard of honour,
answerable before the court of |spirit, and

trom a Joaai i's poink of view and|ishtam if they like. And cnce
even very ignorant people like us when i asked him whether peace
could feel almost palpably that they | was a condition of Liove,. or rather
did not come frow book-knowledge | the outcome of love he very definite-
sh 1 or abstract thinking but -from the|ly replied after a moment's silence:
public | experience of a wan who™ kuew,|*PEACE Is THE OUTCOME OF LOVE”,
. statesmanship: | who had seen Truth and Reality, | you cannot bhave peace unless you

Rven Council members have 6o

law for any offences with which| Where these are lacking, nojand was describing his own es-|have love. Aud I-could nct belp

they may be charged. They legislative measure can save | perience. -
cannob plead any privilege. The them from the criticism and
provisions about freedom of |ridicule which their conduet| But his

speech are t00 wide and have|invites. The best
been iustly characterised by
Mg. WILLE as a licence 0 libel
anybody. They run thus : ‘‘no
member shall be liable 0 any
court or criminal proceedings
in any courb or to arrest, fine,
imprisonment or damages 1n
respect of a.rgything said or any
watber Or ghing which he may thizd reading and becomes law. ' ting their quarrels, miseries, doults' OM SRI BAM JAI RAM JAl JAL JAL

_ ple in the West and elsewhere who
silence and  histare continually being told that peace,

guarantee look ' were = perhaps Inote sig- | even its grossest aspects, is_the out-

spiri, foresight, and tolerance being radiates an active love and

shown by the members them-

come near him whether devotees or | Swal 1= Rame e C
selves. We hope that these i Bwaitio Ramank WRieR T ck

other people animals or even plants. profitably meditate upon and

‘ob]ectlona,ble features will be|ffe seems actually to call  forth a | use to our—and others’—great pro-

Ll"emoved in the Committee | universe of love and joy in which | fit, even if there is much also which
stage before the Bill passes the;all around hin have to live, forget-|we are not yet ready to understood.

thinking of all these masses of peo-,

)

W Council’s digniby _niﬁcant, stil} and fuller of_- wmean- | come cf the accurculation of ware- -
. thin balances public""'g and of power. His whole | materialeceeesorvereeree

makes itself fclt at once on all who| Yes, there is 1o the teachings of -
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JAPANESE LOSSES IN WAR

Marshal Chiang Estimates
700,000 Casualities

ANXIETY IN JAPAN ABOUT EVENTS
IN CHINA

Chungking, Tuesday.

SEVEN  hundred  thousand
Japanese officers'and m.n have
been killed or wounded in the
hostilities so  far,” said Marshal
Chiang Kaishek, addressing the
Central Conrmittee of the Koum-
intang.

He said thatit was a well-
known fact that, at the opening
of the war, Japan reckoned the
using of 30 per cent. of her arm-

ed forces against China while
keeping 70 per ceat: in reserve
against Russia. Actually, Japan
had had to use twice as many
troops against Chiua as she had
expected.

Marstal Gmﬂr.g dwelt— on
China’s economic strength due to
her preponderantly dgrmultuml
naturae which, after 18 months
of war, still supported her
finances-

Japan’s Anxiety
Tokyo, Tusday-
Several questions in the Diet
today reflected anxiety about the
events in China. One wmember

 asked why the Japanese Govern-

ment hal failed to foresee that

“the incident would assume its

_present magaitude. Apother sug-
- gested the calling of an Interna—
‘tional Conference to discuss the
new order in East Asia, but this
was rejected by the Primier.

The Foreign Minister, Mr.
Artia, said he believed the new
Central Government of China
would be a Federal Government,
representing China to the outside
world, while various parts of the
country would be concerned with
their own administration.

Mr. Artia declared that the
Japanese Government would not
demand indemnity for the losses
sustained by the Japanese Gov-
ernment, but would ask for inde-
mnification for the losses by
Japanese nationals.

N

" Plight of Unen;ployed
in Jaffna

e

A public meeting’ will be held
at the Colombogam Saivaite
School on Sunday, the b5th iast.,
at 4 p.m. to consider the plight of
the unemployed in Jaffoa.

: The ‘‘Crime daﬁg” Case

The ‘*“Crime Gang” case . in
which Murugesu, Muniaiyah aad
Karaly Muttiah  stand charged
was called today in the Jaffoa
Magistrate’s Court and postporn: ed
to the 20th,

Aviation Scholarships

Proposed Scheme for
Training Ceylonese

Colombo, Feb. 1.

THE Committee of the Aero

Club of Ceylon has decided to
offer aviation scholarships for
c~mpetition among the youths of
Ceylon, the awards to be made io
the proportion of one to every 35
candidates,

The competition wiil be -hld
shortly, an1 it is hoped that many
Ueylonese wolmerrwill also avail
themselves of this opportunity.

Successful  candidates will be
given up to ten hours’ duel and
six hours? solo fiying, which is
considered sufficient to permit the
candidate to qualify for an “A”

|licence.

The ouly cost that every appli-
cant will be calied upon to bear
is Rs 30 for the initial flight with
the Club’s instructor, Flight Lt
Duncanson.

This is regarded as essential as
itis entirily dcdpendem on the
[nstructor’s decision - that .the
scholarship wiil be awarded.

Broadcasts ;

In order togive all applicants
equal opportunities and also to
assist the Fiying Instructor in bis
etfforts to make the best judgm-nt
during frst flight a serivs of six
lectures will be broadcast on how
to learn fiying and how-to b cowe
an airman. :

A sub-committee, compo:ed of
Mr. Gordon Arwnstrong, Mr. H. .
Duiling and Mr. Duavid Peiris, his
blen sct up to draw up the full
scheme in collaboration with Me.

Shirley du Silva, the Broadcaktl gl

sSuper: ntendent

INCREASED TAX
JUSTIFIABLE

Secy of State’s Reply to

Ceylon Protest
Committee

b Colombo, Feb 1

Mr. Malcolm MacDonald, Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies,
has replied to the All-Ceylon Pro-
test Committee that he is satis-
fied that the impositicn of the
increased taxation in 1937 was
justifiable, and that he sees no
reason for intervention.

The Governor, in forwarding
the memorial, putin a plea for
the two Boards of Ministers
which were responsible for the
conduct of finance uander the new
Constitution.

Mr. Subhas Bose
Re-Elec_ted

Indian Congress
President

Gandhiji on the Election

e .

BOMBAY, Jan 30.

Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose has
been re elected President of the
Indian National Congress by a
majority of 203 votes.. The
final figures are:
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, 1 580
Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, 1,377.

COCANA DA, Jan. 30.

Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya- has
issued the foilowing statement to
the press regarding the results of
the Congress President’s election:

“I have viewed the election
with utter dispassionateness. not
merely temperamentally but be-
cause also the issue involved was
not a personal ene. While it is
my duby to thank those that have
interested themselves on my
behalf, I feel it is equally my
duty to warn friends zgainst en-
tertaining any unfriendliness to-
wards quarters where they may
have met w1th opposition or dis-
appomtment

Defeat is ‘Mine
Gandhijr’s. Statement
Bardoly, Jrn. 31,

Mahatma Gandhi his issu:d the
following statement on the occa-
sion of the election of Mr. Subbas
Bose to the Presidentship of the
Congres @

“Mr. Subhas Bose has achiev:d
a decisive victory over his oppo-
nent. Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya.
I must confess that, from the very
beginning, I wasdecidedly agiinst

,hlS rc-BIECt!(m for reasons into
Jdwhich T need not go.

I' donot
subscribe to his facts or the argu-
ments in his manifestoes. I thiak
that his references to his col-
leagues were unjustified and uvo-
worthy. Nevertheless, I am giad
of bhis wvictory. And since I was
instrumental in inducing Dr. Pat
tabhi not to withdraw his name
as a candidate when the Maulana
Saheb withdrew, the defeat is
more mine than his, And I am
nothing if 1 do not represent de-
fiaite - ptinciples ‘and " poncy.
Therefore, it 1s plain to me that
the delegates do not approve ol
the principles and policy for which
1 stand. I rejoice in this defeaut.
“It gives wme an opportunity of
putting into pratice, what I

-|preached in my article on the

walk-out of a minority: at the
last A. I, C. C. mecting in Delhi.
Subbas Bubu, instead of being
Presilent on the
those whom he calls Rightist:, is
now. President elected 1n a con-
tested election. Tais enables h'm
to choose a homogeneous Cabinet
and enforce his prcgramme wi h-
out let or hindrance. .
Bogus Members

“There is one thing common be-
tween the majority and the muio-
rity, namely, 1nsistence on th: in-
ternal .purity of the Cougr ss
organisation. My writings 1 tie
Harijan have shown that the C :n-
gress 1s fast becoming a corrupl
organisation, in the scuse that its
registers contain a  very la:ze
nuwber of  bogus members, |
have been suggesting for past
many months the overhauling of
these registers. I have no doubt
that many of the delegates who
have been elected on the strength

sufferance of|

HITLER’S DEMAND
FOR COLONIES

WARNING TO
DEMOCRACIES

NO DESIGNS ON
HOLLAND OR U.S.

BERLIN, Jan. 30.

Herr Hitler delivered his eager-
ly-awhited speech in the Reichs-
tag tonight, in the course of
which he reiterated the demand
for colonies and denied the alle-
gation of the democratic nations
that Germany had designs on
Holland.

He added: ¢“The idea that we
will attack the United Stafes or
South America or the the Nether-
lands because they have another
form of Government is absolutely
untrue.”

Referring to German mobilisa-
tion at the time of the Czecho-
Slovak crisis Hitler said: ‘“We
did not threaten anyone. We
only defended ourselves against
the attempt of a third party to
interfere. I need not assure you
that in the future too we shall

Western rowers to interfere in
affairs which solely concern us,
for the purpose of preventing
natural and reascnable solu-
tions.

of these begus voters would be un-
seated on scrutiny.. But] suggest
no-such drastic step. It will be
enough if the registers are purged
of all bogus voters and are made
fool-proot for the future.

“Thne minority has no cause for
being disheartened. If they believe
in the carrent programme of the
Congress, they will find that it
can be woiked, whether they are
in a minority, and even whether
they arc in the Congress or out-
side it. The ooly thing that may
possibly be affected by the changes
is the pariiamentary programme.

“Phe Ministers have been cho-
sen and the piogramme shaped by
the erstwhile = mijority. But
parliamentary work ' is . .but
a  minor ttemn of the  Con-

gress programine. Congress
Mini-ters have after all (o ive
from day to d:y. it mutters

called on an issue in which they
are in agreement with the Con-
gress policy, or whether they re-
sign because they are in dicagree-
mewt with the Congres-.
Advice to Dissentients

¥ After all, Subhas Babu is not
an 2remy of his country. He has
suffered for it.  In his opinion,
his is the nost forward and bold=
estpeicy and programme. Tie

ces. If they ‘cannot keep pace
with it, they must come out ot the
Congress. If they can, they will
adJ stréngth to the mijority. The
minority miy not obstruct on any
Account. They = must abstain,

mu-t remind all Congressmen
that those who being Congress-
winded, remain outside it by de-
sign, repres:nt. it most. Those,
thercfore, who feel uncomfortable
in being in the Congresy, may
come out, not in a spirit of iils
will, but with the deliberate purs

pose of rcudering more eflectiveg
service,” A

not tolerate any attempt by ths

little to them whether they are re-

minority can only wish it all suc- -

when they cannot co-operate. 1T.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

should give the lead in this question

”FIFTY——FIFTY”

e _ e S

Sir,—In the matter of framing a
Constitution for a country, the ques-
tion of faith and trust of one com-
munity in another ceed not enter at|
all; it is not the want of faith and
trust in the majority community in
this island that makes the Ceyl n
Tamils speak for themselves and
other 1uinorities in asking for 50-

50 represeatation in the State Conn-|°

c¢il. When trutt and faith is to be
a factor in the framing of a Consti-
tution, it may as well be left to the
majority community to do the need-
ful, and when any instance arises—
and it will seldom--that a relevant
point has escaped the motice of the
powers-that-be a mere invitation of
their attention by a member of the
“Minority” will rectify the matter.
Fifty-fifty is not based on mistrust
or distrust. Religio-moral factors
should never be allowed to form the
basis of a constitution. If they do,
the purpose of a constitution is defeat-
ed and talk of ‘“adequate representa-
tion” is unnecessary and irrelevant.

_Naw His Tixcellency the Gov.
ernor recommenuct’r e hisReforn
Proposals increased minority repre- W
sentation in the State Couheil, to
make it more adequate. In the oid
order of things, *‘adequacy” was not
wanting if it was' understood tbat
there were not sufficient pumber of
mewmbers in ‘the Council to voice
forth the needs and requirements or
the view poi 1t of the minority com-
munities, . But if it meant that the
representation was not sufficient to/
maintaiu a balance of power, it s
obvious  that the Governor's pro-
posals do not help to meet the
necessity.

In a heterogenously populated
country democracy should not be
nisunderstood as a rule of a per-
manent majority.  Dewocracy in
such countries should mean that the
political ccnstitution is so. framed
that the majority commumt) shares
equally the power with 8 the minorities
Else it iz a mockery of dewocracy,
and the majority comrmuanity cannot
venture to speak in the ‘name of
Democracy. The Ceylon Tamuls

of Fifty-Fifty representation in con-
nection with theGovernor'sProposals
The proportion of representation of
the mirority communities may be
based on territory or popuiation;

they may come to some u: derstand- |

ing among themselves; but what is

essential is Fifty-Fifty. We can-
not be misled to mistake the trees
for the wood. Absolute balance ol
power is essential if Ceylon is t
succeed 1n evolving . into 8
true democracy. A  Democratic
governiuent should provide a consti-
tution where the winoriby can con-
fidently feel that they are co-part-
ners in the Government of the coun-
try, and . a wajority community
reveals 1ts ! fitness and equipment for
democratic governwent when it
makes the gesture uagrudgingly of
equal sharing of- the powers with
the compatnots—-the minorities.
W here such gesture is wanting, De-

i i 1

to help us develop into  a Denio-
cracy is the maintenance of a ba.lan-
ced Constitution.

Yours truly
Dewmocrab

“Ceylen for the
Sinhalese’

Sir,—*“I am prepared to sacrifice
my life for the sake of my cominu-
nity—the Sinhalese”. Bo said Mr.
Bandaranaike. “The noblest of
huoman impu ses”, said a political
pbilosopher , “show intuitive con-
vergence towards a craving for
community identification”. It is
the insbinctive passion for ‘com-
munity identification’’  that has
evoked in the Minister for ILiocal
Self governmient the spirit for the
sacrifice.

Yet, it is well to let: him Eknow
that dwmi g the Portuguese  times
and later, the community which
inhabited the Liow-Country were
aot known by the name Sinha'ese
The up country people were Sinha--
lese and the term was used in deri-
sion and contexipt. To the Sinha-
halese (i. er the Kandyans) the
Low-Country people were known
either as Agama Karayas Or Par-
tivetta Menisu — certainly not
Sinhalese. As camp followers ol
the Portuguese armies the Partivetta
Menisu, shared in the
of the Portuguese, plunderiog tem-
ples and babitations. In the Chilaw
district, the country east of the
Compasparer (i.e. the road that
divided the Kandyan Kingdom from
the Liow Country)¥s still known as
Sinhala ratta (Sinhalese country):

Now, then, where does My,
Pandaranaike stand in relation to
Sinhala ratta and its people? Oue
should read Wellesley’s papers to
know how Maha Mudaliyars be-
baved so as to secure the downfall of
the Kandyan monarchy.

Why had the Sinhalese to quu
Anuradhapura, Yaphau,Polianaruwa,
Kurunegala, = Dambedeniya and
Gawpola?Who was it who establish-
ed Mr. Bandaranaike’s community
at Jayardanapura (Cotte)? It waea
Thawil after all —Alegakoonatr.

Mr. Bandaranaike is young: He
shoul1 learn to know that trath is
something higher than love of one’s
commaunity.

‘Yours truly

B G P

UNEMPLOYMENT
TAX IN MADRAS

28-1-39

Governments’ Proposal

Madras, Monday.

The question of how the Gov-
ernment proposed to give relief
to the educated unemployed is
under consideration.

A suggestion has been made
that a tax of a rupee per annum
should be levied on each educa-
ted person in employment what-
ever the nature of his employ-
ment. This suggesiion is under

stated the Minister for Industrie:.
and Labour, answering a question
in the Madras Legislative Councnl

booty |

consideration by the Government, |

Y. C. Clerk fined
for Cheating

Mdrtgaged Another’s
Land As His

Mr. S. Rajaratnam, Advocate,
was specially appointed to try the
case from Karainagar in which
one Ramanather Paramasamy; a
Village Committee Clerk of
Valantalai, stoed charged on three
counts (1) of deceiving Murugar
Ampalavanar by falsely repre-
senling to him that he was the
owner of a land “Parayanthaiva”
24 lachams in extent at Valan-
talai and thus making the com-
plainant gét bis grandson, Aru-
mugam Kandiah to lend Rs. 500
on a mortgage bond; ( ) and
cheating Arumugam Kandiah (3)
and his wife Valliammaic’

The accused was found guilty
on all the counts and fined Rs.
100, 200 and 500, in default to 2
3 and 4 months imprisonment
respectively; the sentences to run
concarrently.

Out of the fines Rs.
ordered  to be pald to the com-
tﬂamant i

(Continued.)
cuse yourself on the
pressure of work?

Cross examined by M. gabapa.l:hv
witiess said he did not know in
whose handwriting it was.

Familiar Writing

wntmg,‘ —1 used to assume this to
be the bannwriting of some clerk
in the office I bave seen this hand-
writing very often. I feel 1 must
start doubting as to whether minut-
ing done by clerks in the office.

attended to interpreting, his work
it the office was arranged by the
chief clerk.  He could not say what
particular arrangements wete inade
on a particular date.

Magistrate: - The whole place is
in a state of chaos. I have to call
every one of the cletks for explana-
tion. 1 did not know that this was
-happening.

Mr. Sabapathy:—I am prepared
to prove that the bandwriting of the
minutes under date 21-3-37 is that
of an outsider.

Iuspector Attyalle (6o Court):—It
is the handwriting of Ramlan, a
Proctor’s clerk.

Mag:strate!—TI bhave seen
fore.

Inepector—-\hny things are go-
ing on in the office. It was cwing
to the existence of such a state of
affair’s this forgery was possible.

Magistrate:—1It looks as if -out-
siders have ateess to the records.

Re-examined by Tnspector Atty-
galle, the witness said that he was
definite that Mr. Rajadurai, Proctor,
did not hand him .(witness) that
motion.

Mauwttate :—1I shall bave to ask
each clelk for his specimen hand-
writing.

While Inspector Attygalle was
giving evidence the Magistrate re-
“uarked:i—1In this office it looks as if
motions could be altered and addi-
tions made by some person who is
both an officer of this Court as well
as an ontsider.

The \lagi strate fixed the case for
February 2 and forwarded record to
the Colombo Maglstnte to record
evidence on comnussion of Mr. T.

it be-

wocracy is wanting, 'The only Way

today.

B

Nagendram, the handwriting expert,

' fourth and fifth accused.

600 was

+| was made in C. B,

Magistrate (looking at the hand-

The witness said that when he|bim insthe journal.

“ABSOLUTE NEWS
TO ME’

-JAFFNA MAGISTRATE’S
SURPRISE

“STATE OF CHAOS”
IN COURT OFFICE

BEFORE Mre. E. V. R -Samara-

*  wickrema, the Jaffna Magist-
rate, Inspector John Attygalle

|charged five persons including a
lawyer’s clerk, with cocspiring to
forge a receipt and motion to stay
sale, purporting to be writtea by
Mr. Db, Rajadurai, Proctor for tte
plaintiff in the civil case.
" The accused are Nagamuitu (a
woman, the defendant in the C.R.
case) Seenivasagan,, M. Alagaratnawn,
Nadarajab and Kanapathipillar.
Inspector Attygalle led evidence
for the prosecution, while Mr. S.
Thambithurai, instructed by Mr. K.
V. Sinnathurai, defended the second,
The third
Mr. Sawm
first accused

defended by
The

accused was

A. Babapathy.

was undefended.
Former Cierk’s Evidence

“Mur. A, Saverimnutta -ehief clerk
and Interpreter comlined Courts,

.| Trincomalee, esamined by Inspector
ground of

Attygalle, said that in March 1935,
he was looking after the civil werk
in the Jaffna Magistrate’s Courts.
On March 2 an order to stay sale
Case. No. 12263
on the motion (A.3) filed of record.
He could not say who handed in
the motion (A.3) If Mr. Rajadurai
had handed the motion to bim, ke
(witness) would have remembered it.

Cross-examined by Mr. Thambi-
thurai, the. witness said that the
motion (A.3) had been minuted by
Further down
was a note “copy -issued,”
bore no date. Those words
in  the witpess’s hand-

there
which
were not
writing.

ing?—I am unuvable to say.

Magistrate:—ThEe sawe person
who wrote “notice issued”  has
written’‘copy issued.’ You aon’t

know whose handwriting it is? No
ordinarily, I can recognise the hand-
writing of any clerk.
Miruting of Records
Continuing, the witness said that

he would wish (o explain his posi-
tion. At timnes he did interpreting
work in the Courts, and in his ab-

sence the minuting of records was
done hy a Proctor’s clerk.

Magistrate (tc witness): I am
recording 6. This 1s going to be
much wicre serious frow my own

poiut of view with
conduct of the stati.
lute news to e’

regard to the

In reply to further questions the

witness said that in his absence
the minuting was done by clerks,

not by a Proctor’s clerk,
Magistrate:—S0 what you said

earlier was not correct ?—DBy Proc-

tor’s cle\k I mean clerk.

ss that

a "ood deal has to he eXplamed by

Oﬂ'JC(‘l: of this Court, 1t way not
be necessary to do so in this case,
but the g\pla;natvon must cowe

later. The Letrenchment Comis-
sion says that there are more clerks
in the Jatfna Police Court than in
any other Courts. You' can’t exX«

(Continued on Previous Column)

Magistrate:—In whose handwrit

This is abso-
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Tree Tax System a Step Towards
| Temperance ?

(Continued from page 1)

rents in 1935-36 should not
howerver, be taken too seriously.
The 1935-36 rents were ab-
normally high; the rents ip
1934-35 were Rs. 432,818, com-
pared with which tree tax
revenue plus the extra cost of

“admipistering it would show a

loss of Rs. 164,000,

Less Nuisance to People

If temperance may be gauged
from the number of drunk and
disorderly cases brought before
the Police and Village Com-
mittee Courts, the tree tax
system may well be hailed as a
long step towards temperance
After the introduction of the
tree tax system on January 1,
1987, the total number of such
cases in Jaffna district » fell
from 119 in 1936 to 73 in 1937,
—an improvement by nearly
39 per cent, but the writer
would not lay too mueh ° em-
phasis on the inference to be
drawn from these figures Un
der the tree tax system, a man
may escape detection for drunk
and disorderly behaviour, as he

- has a much shorter distance to

go from the tree-foot selling
place to his home than he
would, if he had a long walk
from a tavern to his home. In
any case, the nuisance to the
public would appear to be ap-
preciably abated under the
tree tax system; this is con-
nrmed by 9 out ot 10 Unoffi-
cial Excise Officers, Chairmen
of “Village Committees and
others consulted by the depart-
partment, as shown at the end
of the preceding paragraph.

Puloly Division

In the specified sweet toddy
areas and the Puloly Udaiyar’s
division, 1,788 cottager's licences
and 175 commercial licences for
tapping 9,552 palmyrahs for sweet
toddy were issued in 1937, This
is an (apparent) increase on 1936
figures by 196 cottager’s and 53
commercial licences. involving an
incfease of 3,155 palmyras. Prac-
tically the whole of this increase
in the
Puloly Udaiyar’s division, where
licences have now to be taken out
for sweet toddy tapping whereas
they were not before; 1,014 cot-
tager’s licences and 36 cowmamer-
cial licences for 4,289 palmyras
were issued in the Pu'oly Udai-
yar’s division. If these figures are
deducted from the totals given

- above, there would be actuilly a

decrease of 818 cottager’s licences,
an increase of 17 comwmercia:
licences, with a nett decreas: of
1,833 palmyras tapped for sweet
toddy, when compared with 1936,
—a decrease of 28 per c-at. in
the number of trees due to thed
prefererice of tappers for the morc
profitable trade of tapping fo
fermented toddy under tree tax
licences. and partly to elimination
of the inducement to take out
sweet toddy licences for carrying
on an illicit trade in fermented
toddy. Coconut trees are not tap-

ped at all for sweet toddy in

Jaffna distsict,

In the year 1935, there was no
abuse of * sweet toddy licen-
ces, but during the tail end
of the sweet toddy tapping sca.
son in 1936, 24 cases of illicit
manufacture of fermented toddy
under cover of sweet toddy licen-
ces were detected in the specified
sweet toddy areas of Valikamam
north, During the year under
review there were 10 cases of illi-
cit manufacture of fermented
toddy under cover of sweet toddy
licences. !

The Assistant Commissioner of
Exercise, Northern Division, e:ti-
mites an average yield of 15 gal-
lons per male palmyra during a
season of 20 to 30 days, and an
average yield of 60 gallons per
female palmyra or coconut tree
during seasons of about 3 and 6
mouths respec ively, The present

tor per’head ccncumption of toddy

ander the tree {ax system is the
fact that under this systain fre:h
and wholisome toddy is wrade

available to a much larger num-
ber of people than would care to
be seen drinking toddy at a
tavern. Asshown in Appondix K
the proportion «f drunkenness
manifested in public places is only
1.4 under the trce tax sytem in
1937 as against 2.2 under the
tavern system in 1936, but apart
from that the availability of toddy
to almost every family in the
tree.tax area will be a milestone
in the path of improvement of the
diet of the people. . Recent diete-
tic surveys in Ceylon have dis-
closed deficiencies in popular diet,
especially in the content of differ-
ent vitamins. The researches on
the dietetic valus of fresh toddy
bave been summarized at the end
of paragraph 32 above. It is
thus a moot point whether the
intoXication caused by consump
tion of fermented toddy in a com

paratively few cases should be
considered sufficient to impose
prohibition of it, and thus to

deprive the poorer classes of a

vaiuable food, which they cannot

Assistant Commissioner conside:g*ggépiace by other foods containing

60 gallons too high, and thinks 45
gallons for both the female pal-

wyrah and coconut tree more
cortec »  These are ouly very
rough averages, and possibly a

large number of trees yielded
mauch less, but the aggregate yi:ld
for Jardna district according to the
higher figures would be 2,426,790
gaitlons. 'With a population of
355,000 persons, and assuming
that every gallon of toddy drawn
was consumed and no part thereof
destroyed as stale toddy, the per
hcad con umption works out at
6.8 gallons under the tree tax
system as against 3.38 gallons in
1935-36 under the tavern syst:m.
Uader the tree tax system, it has
becn the experience that about 20
per cent. of the trees turn out to
b. bad yielders, and are more or
less abindoned. Making allow-
ance for this, the actual consump-
tion probably was about 1,950,000
gallons, or a little less than 535
gallons per head. While the cal-
culation under the tree tax system
does not discount for the unsold
toddy destroyed, the calculation
under the tavern areas does not
include the appreciable quanti-
tics consumed by tappers, and
sold or gifted under the top:s, nor
the quantities actuaally sold, Lut
falsely accounted for as destroyed
at the end of the day. It isa
regular custom in Jaffna for the
tappers and tree-owners to be paid
in kind as well, and these figures
are not reflected in the tavern
account books,

The high per head consumption
of toddy under the tree tax system
1s also due in part to the fact that
arrack was replaced by toddy to
an appreciable extent. The Jaffna
labourers will not turn to arrack,
if there is fresh wholesome pal-
myra toddy available at hand. In
1936-37 the arrack consumption
in Jaffaa  District dropped to
36,196 gallons from 89,652 gallons
in 1935-36 and 44,679 gallons in
1934 35; this turning away from
strong spir:t to very weak toddy
1s all to the good as being a step
in the right direction towards
mas: sobriety. - The tree tax sys-
tein was directly, and probably
wholly responsible for the 8 7 per
cent decrease in arrack consump-
tion.

Increased Consumption

Tne second factor responsible
for the com?aratively hish figure

vitamins except at .a
cost.

The tree tax revenue per hcad
of population for the  whole of
Jaifna distr.ct works out at Rs.
1.20 in 1837 as against Rs. 1.22in
in 1936 and Rs. 1.20 in 1935 for
the tree tax areas are of Valika-
mam North only, and Rs, 1-36 in
1936 under the tavern system.

very h'gh

Illicit Manufacture

Under the tree tax system the
graver offence of illicit sale went
down from 62 to 18, a very healthy
sign. The increase of illicit manu-
tacture ‘of fermentsd - toidy of-
tences from 584 to 762 is not
disturbing; under the tree tax

system the experimental prepara-

tion of spadices by tapping before
payment of tax (without drawing
any toddy)is technically classi-
fied as illicit manufacture of fer-
mented toddy, though in a large
majority of such cases there may
have been no intention of evad-
ing payment of tax. Su:h experi-
mental ‘tapping was resorted to
freely at the beginning, and had
to be put down with a firm hand,
lest it shoyld in the long run open
the way to a systemati: practice
of evading tax ® payment. Illicit
transport cases were not taken to
court, unless the quantity in ex-
cess was more than 1 gallon, At a
Conference of excise officers and
Chief Hzadmen hell at the Jaifna
Kichcheri on December 17, 1937,
it was unanimously recommend-
ed that transport of 1/3 of an im-
perial gallon (2 “reputed quart
bottles) should be allowed as an
esspervmment, witout a permit as 1n
the rest of the Island. This suz-
gestion will be ® given  effect to
along with some others, which are
receiving the department’s attsn.
tion at the time of writing.
During 1937, tree-taxed toddy
was sold on an average through.
out dJatfna district at 60 to 72
cents per gallon for male pal-
myra toddy, at 60 cents per gai-
lon for female palmyra toddy,
and at 77 to 90 ceunts per gallon
for coconut toddy.  Thoese prices
w.re slightly less than or the same
as the prices of tree-taxed toddy
in 1936 in Valikamam North, but
were still considerably higher than
uader the tavera system in 1936
and earlier, when male and fe-
mile palmyra toddy sold at 54
cents and coconut toddy at 60

cents per gallon.

JAIL AND POLICE
SUPERVISION

Before Mr. S. Rodrigo, Addi-
t‘onal District Judge, Jafna,
Sangaran Sinnappan of Meesalaj
North, steod charged with
voluntarily causing burt to Police
Constable 2939 Simon Singho
while atresting him on a charge
of rioting and robbery and taking
him to the Police Station, and
with escaping f{rom Police cus-
tody.

After trial the accused was
found guilty and sentenced to six
mornths’ rigorous imprisonment
and two years’ police supervision.

BRITISH FOREIGN
POLICY

(Continued from page 1)

to the British Ewpire from
Russia was only ideological
and distant becanse no coun-
try had so cousistently follow-
ed a policy of peace as Russia.
Still England chose to support

Germany as a counterblast to
Russia.

On the other hand, France
had developed a policy of
friendship with Russia. The
Russia-I‘rance - Czechoslovakia
bloe was very powerful and, if
Britain had supported that
bloc, Germiny and Italy
would have been helpless. But
Britain refused to support
those Powers.

(Roy’s Weekly)

——

Order Nisi

R

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF JAFFNA

Testamentary Jurisdiction No. 619,

[n the matter of the estate of the late
Valliappar Subramaniam of Vaddu-
koddai East who died at Kabitigc-

» lawa in Anuradhapura

Deceased.

Valliammaippillai widow of Valli-

appar Subramaniam of Vaddukod-

dai East, Jaffna
Vs. Petitioner,

1. Subramaniam Thurairajah of do,

presently of Segamat in Johore

2. Subramaniam Thangarajah -of

Vaddukoddai East, presently
of Kabitigolawa
Respondents.

This matter of the  petition of the
above-named petitioner coming on for
disposal before C. Coomaraswamy
Esqr District Judge Jaffna on the
13th day of July 1938 in the presence
of Mr. V. Nagalingam, Proctor for
Petitiorar and the affidavit and peti-
vion of the siid petitioner having
been read; it is ordered that letters
of administration to the estate of the
said deceased be granted to the said
petitioner as the legal widow of the
deceased unless the said respondents
shall appear before this court on the
156h day of August 1938 and show
cause to the satisfaction of this court
tc the contrary. i

This 27th day of July 1938,

Sgd. C. Coomaraswaniy,
District Judge.

Extended to 3-2-39, «

(0. 83. 30-1-39 & 2-2-39,)
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INVEST YOUR MONEY:IN INDIGENOUS CONCERNS
THE JAFFNA CO-OPERATIVE STORES Ltd.

(Estd. in 1918)

Authorised Capital Rs. 100,000
(1000 SHARES OF Rs, 100/- EACH)

Reserve Fund Rs. 23237.39
Dividends Paid for the Last 19 Years Rs. 80,000.00
18
The only outstanding National Business Concern Serving the
Public Interests

Patrom'ze Th'is Store and Buy Your Provisions Here

Invest your Savings by Buymg a Share here.  Supporh this
| National Undel bakmg Very good Dividends have been
Paid in the past in spite of keen Competition,
Pleade ﬂpp{_z/ Ffor Particulard to

‘he Ylanager

[Y. 175, 24"10—38--23-10—39] i
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If you appreciate the best in ICES

THEN VISIT THE

PREMIER CAFE

I: ]affnas NEWEST

L f:sma* AR G
i

RENDEZVOUS
OPENING 20th DEC. 1938
No exaggerated terms needed to commend
the excellence of our
| PUREST ICE CREAMS
Ei DELICIOUS COOL DRINKS
| REFRESHING FRUIT SUNDAES
Fresh Fruits——Cream Taris —Fruit Cakes!
FRESH CREAMERY BUTTER
——IN STOCK——

Hygiene & Quality in Everything Served
BANKSHALL STREET,
(Adjoining THE PREMIER BAKERY)
Phone 44. JAFF NA.

Eﬁ%ﬁ%%%%%%ﬁaﬂ% EEE SRR 5 SR SR BRSNS SRR RRS SRS REHS
[Y. 160. 29-9-38 to 28-9- 39.] [T]
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NEET AND GOOD
| . ® @
Printi:
OF
: EVERY

DESCRIPTION i

Artistic’

| AND. }‘ ‘
Commercial

WE ARE SPECIALLY EQUIPPED
TO GIVE YOU

PROMPT "SERVYICE

g

E
ﬂ%ﬁ&ﬁi-‘%@ﬁ

A TRIAL WiLE CONVINCE YOU

THE SAIVA PRAKASA PRESH
 (TOE “HINDU: ORGAN” PRESS)
: JAFFNA.
Phone No%ﬁ,

' THE JAFFNA MUTUAL

'BENEFIT FUND LTD.

(Established 1918)

BANKERS.
Authorised Capital Rs. 800,000.00
Amount of Calls madc Rs. 134,367.00

SHARES: 8000 shares of Rs. 100/- each. 75 monthly instalments
of Re. 1/- per share will earn Rs. 100/- for each at the
end of the period. Shares issued all times.

CURRENT ACCOUNTS opened and interest allowed at 1% per
annum on the average monthly balance when it does
not fall below Rs. 500/=.

FIXED DEPOSITS received for periods of 3, 6, 9 and 12 months

and interest allowed at 1, 2, 4 and 6 % respectively.

issued on the National and Imperial Banks to Colombo
and the Principal cities of India. Remittances to and
from F. M. S. by special arrangements.

INDiIAN MONEY bought and sold

LOANS °  on the security of Jewels a speciality. Interest charged

at 9% per apnum (Part payments accepted.)

are also granted against approved securities, such as

Landed Properties etc. (Part payments accepted.)

For further particulars apply to
S. KANAGASABAIL
Shroff.

DRAFTS

LOANS

Y. 225. 21-11-38—20-11-29. (i’s)

| s. A. SANMUGAM |

LICENSED PAWN BROKER, No 82, MAIN STREET
JAFFNA

A WELL RENOWNED PLACE FOR MONEY
TRANSACTIONS

DEPOSITS ON DEMAND

\ RECEIVED AT

| 59 For Period over € Months, 49, over 3 Months

‘ and 29, below 3 Months

,,} INTERFST PAID ONCEE A YEAR FOR DEPOS [TS OF |

| LONGER PERIODS *
Business Hours 8'a. m. to 5-30 p. m-,

Sundays and Holidays
MONEY LENT ON PLEDGES OF JEWELS AT A VERY

LOW RATE OF INTEREST.
1-8-38 to 31-1-39.]

Including

TH. 106. & el

N. VAITILINGAM & (o,

HARDWARE MERCHANTS & BUILDING CONTRACTORS
COLOMBO & JAFFNA
Telephone No. 30. (Jaffna.) .

We stock Japan, German, Danish, Italian and English cements.
We are Sole Distributors in Jaffna for Asano cement which is
a superior cement and well patronised by Government and
other local bodies in and out of Jaffna. As we gct down these
cements direct from Europe and Japan we sell them at
surprisingly cheap price.

QUOTATIONS WILL BE GIVEN ON 4PPLICATION
w’c Undertake Building Constructions of Stecel Structures
Or any other Kind or 3Size

We have a good stock of roofing and plain sheets in
all sizes, Round iron, Barbed wire, Brassfittings, Paints, Varnishes
Oils, Asbestos roofing, Ceiling, etc.

Head Office

38. Third Cross Street Colombo.
Y. 65. 1-3-38—31 3-39.

' Phone No. 2210 (Colombo)
(T) $ - e

t

Printed and published by S. ADCHALINGAM, residing at. Vannarponnal.
East, Jaffna, for and on behalf of the Propristors, the-Saiva Paripalana

Sabai, Jaffna, at their Press, the Saiva Prakasa Press, Vannarponna;
Jaffna, o THURSPAY, FEBRUARY 2 1939. :
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