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ALCOHOL IN RELATION TO
| HEALTH |

Its Effects on Human System

THE DUTY OF DEPARTMENTS OF
'HEALTH AND SOCIAL ORGANISATIONS

(Text of Radio Talk by Dr. J. H. F. Jayasuriya)

A FEW months ago I was ur-

gently summoned to seea
patient bleeding profusely from
his nose. He was a handsome
man of forty, well educated, of
good social standing and of
fine physique. He said to me
“Doctor, I have been drinking
fairly hard for about 20 years
almost from the time 1 left
College.” He presumed, and
quite rightly too, that his pre-
gent plight was the result of
his drinking habits. 'T'he man
ha a very high blood pressure,
and it was indeed fortunate
that he had bled from his nose,
for otherwise it was almost
certain that he would bhave
burst a blood vessel in his
He
further confessed ‘“Doctor, 1
could take any number of
drinks without getting bowled
over”. Such a man, who is
apparently enjoying himself, is
not only a danger to himself,

~~_but a serious menace to society.

This apparent tolerance to alco-

hol is only a deception; fory

when illness comes fo a man
of this type, it is found that
his tissues show signs of a
general lack of resistance In
in spite of his naturally good
endowments in the way of
health. Moreover, the real
condition of -an apparently
very strong and robust man
who habitually takes large
quantities of alcohol will be
often demonstrated by the de-
cadence of his children, and
grandchildren, who are fre-
quently epileptic, mentally de-
fective or vicious, or of impair.
ed vitality.

Belongs to the Narcotic
' Class |

Acohol belongs to the class
of drugs known as parcotics,
the class which also includes

-

well-known anaesthetics
- chloroform = and ether. It
 ghloroform or ether be in-

" haled there is a pleasant feel-

ing of warmth and sensation
of vigour followed later by
drowsiness and a desire t0
sleep. If given in larger
quantity, a short stage of
exhilaration, garrulity and
loss of mental control, 1is
followed by a stage of deep
sleep and loss of sensation
Aleohol aets in precisely the
same way. It is an interest-
ing historical fact that in the
first published case in which
an anaesthetic was employed,
aleohol was the drug used. In
1839 Dr. Collier performed a
surgical operation on a mnegro
who was rendered insensible
by breathing the fumes of al-
cohol- The anaesthetic pro-
perties of ether and chloroform
were actually discovered later.

"Alcohol when taken by the
mouth is readily absorbed and
rapidly enters the blood-stream.
It is well-known that the ef-
fects are greater when the
alecohol is consumed on an
empty stomach. The cocktail
before dinner owes its popula-
rity and its hazards to this
fact. Alecohol is eliminated
through the lungs, kidneys and
skin and its presence has also
been demonstrated in the milk
of nursing mothers.

Dangerous

The feeling of warmth fol-
lowing the drinking of alcohol
is illusory, being due to the
dilatation of the blood capilla-
ries in the skin. This leads to
the loss of more heat from the
body and therefore causes ac-
taally a lowering of the body

temperature. It is therefore
dangerous .to drink alcohol
during exposure to cold as

there is a special liability to the
catching of chills and the deve-
lopment 0of pneumonia.

In the matter of age, alco-
hol is especially injurious to
the growing structures of young
children. Although the custom

(Continued on Page 7.)

UXDER the Wardba Scheme

of Education, a boy learnt a
aseful productive craft, gather-
ed a good deal of knowledge on
several things and learnt to be
useful to himself and to others,
said Shrimati Asha Devi Arya-
nayakam, speaking on  the

meeting in Bezwada 1ast week.

Mr. and Mrs. Aryanayakam,
educationists of Wardha, were
given a warm welcome at Bez-
wada where they spoke on the
Wardha education.

Mrs. Aryanayakam address-
ing in English, sdid that they
were gnxious fto carry the
message of the Wardha edu-
cation scheme to every part of
[ndia and to enlist the sym-
pathy and co-operation of the
people in the work of educa-
tional reconstruction. It was
a fundamental duty of elders to
give proper and suitable edu-
cation to their children, who
were the future citizens of the
land. It was a notorious fact
that Indian children were the
worst fed, the worst educated
and the most unhealthy child-
ren in the world. It was their
bounden duty to see that the
children were properly brought
ap- Gandhiji had been think-
ihg about the welfare of the
children in the lakhs of villages
in India. It was an agony to
him to witness the present
miserable plight of the children
in the villages. For years he
had been thinking out a solu-
tion for this great national pro-
blem. As a result of several
years of thinking he had evel-
ved his scheme, now famous as
the Wardha scheme. She said
that she and her husband con-
sidered it a privilege to work
this scheme. They had dis-
covered its great possibilities
and wanted others to share in
their discovery.

Defects Of Present System

Srimati Asha Devi wept on
to refer to the defects of the
present system of education,
its huge costs and its tendency
to draw the the educated from/
the villages to the towns. It

Wardha Scheme at a public|

‘craft as the basis,

was necessary to devise a sys-
tem of education suited to _the

WARDHA SCHEME OF EDUCATION
EXPLAINED

Mr, and Mrs. Aryanayakam’s
Lectures

conditioos in the villages. It
should not be costly; it should
draw out all the faculties of
the children. The Wardha
education scheme, which was
called the Basic National Edu-
cation Scheme, was framed
with these fundamental prin-
ciples in view.

Explaining the scheme, Mrs.
Aryanayakam said that under
it a child would be taught a
craft which would fit in with
his environment. With the
all neces-
sary knowledge would be im-
parted to him. - By the pro-
cess, a boy learnt a useful pro-
ductive craft, gathered a good
deal of knowledge on several
things and learnt t0 be useful

to himself and to others. He
would not feel education a
burdensomne thing as he did

at present; he would feel the
joy of creation. He learnt how
to use his band, eye and brain.
Incidentally, he would be
earning something to pay for
his schooling.

Concluding, she appealed to
the public and the local bodies
to give the scheme a fair trial
and help in the regeneration of
the villages.

Dr. A. Lakshmipati trans<
lated the speech into Telugu.

Mr. Aryanayakam, speaking
next, said that he regarded
basic education as really a wo-
man’s work. The services of
women could be cnlisted for
the task of educating the
children in the villages. Un-
der Gandhiji’s scheme, a great
opportunity had been afforded
to women to take their proper
place in the building up of a
regenerated Indian .nation.

‘“Best Suited to India”’

Proceeding, Mr. Aryanaya-
kam said that after a deep

study of child psychology and .

after experience of the working
of several educational institu-
tions in India and on the Con-

tinent, he had come to the con-

clusion that the scheme evolvéd
by Gandhiii was best ‘saited
for this country. Out of his
abundant love for the Indian
masses and his- great desire to

( Continued on page ) :



~— and then for exXplanation of the ob

-2

y
\__1‘”—‘-’

5

-APRIL 3, 199

e

A SHORT STORY

THE HINDU ORGAN

WHO DID IT?

By bV

Gordhandass has reached the bib-

lical age of three score and ten.
Te had everything that man of
his age could wish eXcept money
and- money too he would have
enough, if not in plenty, if only he
had followed the common path.
But he had his own creed that it

is wiser and wore generous to offer
- e

voluntavily your possessions to your:
sons and relatives when alive rather
than part with them at, your death.
The result was that within less
than ten yeais neither he nor any
_of his three sons had auy sign.-
ficant proportion of the possession
lett.

The eldest son, Kanti, a man of
about thirty eight hal wasted his
share in gambling. Ga ubling to him
was the life and blood of his existence.
‘it has its own charms which those
who have never gambled canaot
dream of he would say “winning
or losing does not matter much. It
is the actual play that counts”

Charan the second son had spent
his share at the university where he
passed the ten years of his life as
a prince. “I am surely destined to

“be a vich man” he would say. “A
great pandit predicted this at my
birth and the prediction of a great
pandit cannot be falsified even by
God himself. Then why not try to
cultivate a princely habit from the
beginning 7"’  After leavieg the uni-
versity he was obliged to accept a
job of Rs. 50,

Hem the third son was the vic-
tim of bad investments. He becawe
shareholder of every concern whose
advertisemeats loomed large in news-
papers aod cther periodicals and
when he could not pay the full

amount, most of his shares were
forfeited. »
The youngest Sivji a lad of

twenty had his full share safe and
he guacded it with as uch care as
the virgins guarded their honour
in tke ancieat days.

In his own small city Gordhan-
dass was the most ‘beloved’ and the
‘respected’ persoa. It was not be-
cause he was thought a rich person
for respect and love offer their
humble homage at the feet of wealth:
but because he was considered too
simple, too honset and too straight-
forwazd for this crooked world. No
‘one had ever szen him frown, no one
had ever heard a barsh word escape
his lips and aboveall he wasa
generous father and an eavy for the
younger element. Now and then
he would be seen passing through
the streets carrying packets and
bundles of various purchases made.
It sseemed he was a servant rather
than the master and head of the
house.

That time had passed now and
Gordhandass with his wife Rukmani
and Shivji had cowe to - stay with
Charan at Cawnpore. The old days
were gone, the chain of purchases:
broken. A man canoot sit idle
He must do something to spend the
time and Gordhandass like a true

“man turned to religion. Getting up
it the morning he would recite a
cheap edition of Bhagwat Gita for

about two hours while Rukmani as|share.

a true diseiple would sit near by
listening inteatly and interfering now

D, oy x

cure prssages.

Triksha

The rest of the spare
time was spent in the reading of the
Ramayana, the Mahabharta and
narrating some of his interesting
episodes from his own life, how a
Divector who was pleased with his
calculations told him that he was
most fitted to be an accountant
rather than an unimportant em-
ployee of the Rrvenne Department
and how he once ferced an insoient
Patwari to tender humble apologies.

It was a December merning. The
family sitting- in the verandah wa
trying to absorb the mild warmth
of the sun, Godhandass was recit~
ing the Gita as usual when a ‘lar
walla approached the house. The
sight of a Tarwalla irrespective cf
the vastness of the telegraphic-
communication is still usually re-
garded an ominous sign for aver-
age houses. Gordhandass stopped
reciting and approached the man
Rukmani began to chant the popu
lar slogan ‘God Save Us, ‘God Save
Us’' . With trembling hauds the
telegram was taken and hantded

that he could rise to sucn occa-
sion opened the envelope with an
air of dignity and read the contents
‘ Congratulations, case succeeded
court not giving cash eXcept you
come at once.”” The lines wore read
a second time and then the third
The whole family waited aoXiously
for the verdiet. ‘Cant make out,
what he exactly means’” murinur-
ed Charan with a gesture of dis-
approval. “The telegram B from
Kanti. He offers congratulation,
says the case has suceeded but which
case, father, I do not think you
have instituted any suit.” No he has
nob, and what does be say further.
He says the court is not giving the
cash uuvless you reach there at once
The sloganof ‘God save us’ was stili
going on. “Mother” cried Sivji, “'stop
that now, there is after all congratula
tions and money coming.” Ruk-
mani now seunsed the situation.
‘Get the eleven O’clock train,” she
said “or you . will miss the money.’
“Just see the time Sivji, I think it
is 9-30. Ample time for the train,
get my meals ready” ordered Gor
dhandass. “But father” broke in
Charan, ‘it i1s no use leaving now
You can reach thers at the same
tume even if you leave by the even-
ing train. By the way, father, have
you gobt the whole thing.” Gor-
dbandass shook his head in disap-
pointment, “Not yet but I think
that pre emption suit field by Pia-
relal has been lost and the court
is not returning his deposit unless I
reach there. Now I will force this
man, to sell over the other portion
of the bangalow at reduced price.
The man has been dishonest all
through his  lfe and  now I
will teach him a lesson.” ‘Bad
drafting” interrupted Charan “Kanti
should have substituted ‘Immedi-
ately’ for the two words at once
and insterted his name. That would
bave been clearet” Gordhandass
nodded “yes, the language is obscure,
but still one thing is clear that
money i8 coming and it is not a
simmall sum or else Kanti would not
have spent Rs. 1-4. By spending
the armount he bas estatablished his
Yes, I would give him
something.” SBub father’ interrup-

ted Charan again, “how can 1t be

s-‘the pre-emption suit? The bun-

over to Charan who demnonstrating

REGISTRATION OF
DOCUMENTS

Amendments Gazetted

Last Friday’s Gazette publishes
the draft of a Bill to effect the
following amendments in the
First Schedule to the Registra-
tion of Documents Ordinance,
No. 23 of 497/

(I) the increase to Rs. 20 of the
fee charged by item 9 of Part 1
for the registration of an instru
‘ment presented to the Registar~
General under section 29 of the
Ordinance;

(2) the repeal c¢f the Proviso
to item 2 of Part I11I; the effect
of this repeal will be that the fee
sharged undec that item for the
inspection of any book or index
will'always be Re. 1 and that no
ceduction will- be made in an)
special case;

(3) the adlition in Part 111 of
. new item 2A under which a fee
cents 50 will be charged upot
any application for a copy cf o
extract from any deed or follo.

salow was pur hased in the name
of Hem and Siviji and as such the
court woull have insisted on their
presence and not yours."”

The whsle family was now baf-
fled by this new argument. There
was a silence for a few minutes
broken by the thoughtful murmur
ing of Gordhandass.

“What can it be, what can it a!l be
about” and then as if he had sensed
a snake erawling over his feet he
jumped up bursting I have foand
it out. A fool notto think of it
before it is all about Jamshedpore.
The pre-emption suit that I was
requested by those people to insti-
tute and the land I sold them in
return as a bargain. The rogues,
they paid me rupee one per yard
and now selling it at rupees three
per yard Now I will settle things
with them. The court has found
sows defect in the proceedings and
through some legal issue I have
been declared the rightful owaer of
some money deposited by them
with the court.”

“But father” Charan’s voice was a4
bit pleading and taunting this time
“do not stay there a wminute after
receiving the amount.  The money
which the court is giving to you be-
longs by equity to some one else ™’

“Yes, ves, I know all that, no
b . ,.
sermon now. Did you see the time
Sivji.”

“But father,” replied Sivj, ‘are
you sure, that the telegram is from
Kanti.  Can’t it be from Paras
Ram as well? He is employed ab
the same station.

The simple words had the effect
of a bomb-shell upon Gordhan-
daszs. His face turned pale as if he
had seen a ghost, his fist clenched
and the whole body trembled
“Curse him, curse him it is the same
feliow.” Uncontrolled words were
involuntarily rushing out of his
moush. “He asked we to iostitute
a suit in his name and it is decided
in his favour and now he desires me
to draw his money.”’

(Roy's Weekly)

CANNING OF FRUIT

DEMONSTRATION OF
METHODS

JAFFNA MANGO
GROWERS’ ASSOCIATION

METHODS used in the domestic

canning of fyuit were demwonstrated
by Dr. A. W. R, Joachim, Chemist
of the Agricultural Department, at
a largely attended meeting of the
Jaffna Mange Growers’ Assacia-
tion held at-Farm School, Jaffna, on
Weduoesday.

Adigar, Naganathar presided.

Dr, Joachim said there wasa
areat future for that industry in
Ceylon for home consumption as a
cottage industry. @ He said that
plantains found ready market in
Europe. He detailed the process of
canning pineapples.

He urged the people to adopé
bottling of fruits for home con-
sumption, as cans were expensive
and the bottles and the lids might
be used for years over and over
again. DBottling again did not re-
quire any machinery and could
sasily be haodled by any one at
home.

Dr

Joachim  answered many

| questions put by the audience.

Proposed Show
Mr. 8. K. Thuraisingam, sub-
Divisional Agricultural Officer, re-

wers’ Association for the past year.
He urged the memnbers of the
Association to take a keen interest
in the working of the Association
and make an endeavour to enlist
all mango growers to join the
Association. ~
Thr proposed Mango Show was
o find out best varieties that were
grown in Ceylon for internal and

exterval  trade. He propesed
that the sales of mangoes both in
the South Ceylon and in foreign

countries should be undertaken by
a Co-operative Association.

Mr. Lewis . Subramaaiyam, Ma-
naging Director, Jaffna Co-opera-
tive Bank, seconded the proposals,

KATARAGAMA
PILGRIMS THONDAR
SABHAI

Annual Meeting

o

The 13th annual - general
meeting of the Kataragama Pil-
rims Thondar Society was held
it the Society’s hall. No. 66,
Forbes Road, Maradana, Mr. K.
Rasanayagam. Vice:President, pre-
siding. .

After the adoption of the report,
the accounts and the revised rules,
the following offic--bearers were
lected for the ensuing year:i—
Piesident: Mr. A. Mahadeva;
vice-Presidents: Messrs K. Rasa-
nayagam, K. Nagalingam, K.
Mathyaparanam, V. T. S. Siva-
gurunathan, and S. Somasunda-
ram; Secretary: Mr. K, Gnanas
selvam; Assistant Secretary: Mr,
V. Sadasivam; Treasurer; Mt.V.T.
Suppiahpillai; Assistant Treasurer:
Mr. V. Ponnusamy; Committees
Messr « T. Suppiah, A. Kandiah,
A. Sinnatamby, A. Kandiah, S,
Saravamramuttn, S. Saravanamuttu
K. Chcllappab, A. V. Nagalingam,
V. Nallasegarampillai,
vanamuttu, V. K. Sundarampillai,
K. Sithamparapiilai. E. Rasa-
kariar, 8, K. Sanmugampilai, and
P. = Kanagaratnam;  Auditors;

Vaitialingam.

3

viewed the work of the Mango Gro-
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Non'-Acoeptanee of ’Sugge‘*stion for
Round Table Conference

Mr. Natesan Appeals for - Settlement

" Sinhalese. Members Attack Tamil

Members’ Yiews

MR S. Natesan (Kankesanthurai)
conc[ndmU his speech (which took
more than nine hours) on the Re-
forins proposals, regretted that the
suggestion for a Round Table Con-
ference had not been accepted and
appealed for an effort towards a
settlement even at this stage.

Mr. Sri Sripala Samarakkoddy
{Naramala) who fcllowed Mr. Nate-
san said that if the Governor’s pro-
posals were adopted, far from these
being an increase of power passing
into the hands of the representafives
of the people there would bé a dim-
unition of power. It was for the
House to decide which of the pro-
posals they should adopt and which
they should reject. His Excellency’s
Despateh contained - several home
truths, which would become unpala-
table to unserupulous pchticians.
The whole pathetic story of certain
members was that His Ixcellency
had been unduly influenced by the
Board of Ministers: His lixcellency
had given the opportunity not to one
community but to all the communi-
ties to make their representations on
the matter. The member for Point

- Pedro himself had led a deputation

of the minorities. Why dd he go
to the Governor instead of asking
for a Royal Commission?

Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam: Might

I know how the 1rember presuines

that we did not ask for a Royal
Commission? :

Mr. Samarakkody: I say here and
now that the idea of a Iloyal Com-
missian has come in because His
Excellency’s proposals did not 1neet
with their approval. :

Mr. Samarakkody, continuing,
said that of all the people, who led
deputations to the Governor with
regard to the reform of the consti-
tution, the Member for Point Pedro
had been given special preference by
the Governor in that he was allow-
ed to lead two deputations. Iven
on the basis of population the
Tamils were over-represented in
Council at present whereas the
Muslims were uuarepresented. DPe-

" sides, some of the Northern consti-

mencxee were smaller than the elec-
torates in the Liow-Country. The
cry of balanced representation or
weightage was the Tawmil demand
for a tew more seats. To add some

: st.renbth to their cry they now tried

o speak on behalf of all the mivori-
txes If it was only a question of
seats the Sinhalese leaders could be
more generous but, if apy more
seats were given to the Tamils, it
should be clearly understood that it
was not at the espense of any other
community.

Pan-Sinhalese Ministry

Mr. Samarakkody, referred to the
feeling against-the Sinhalese. which,
he said, had grown because there
was not a single minoriby mem-
ber on the Beard of Ministers.

As a Sinhalese he was the first

to denounce the action of the
leaders for that state of affairs. Re-
counting the events that led up to
the formation of the Pan Sinhalese

Ministry, he said that the member
for Point Pedro had stated in a
Press interview that, when Sir W.
Duaraiswaiy approched him for sup-
port for the Speakership, he de-
manded an undertaking that he
would support the Tawmil demands,
but, as Sir Waitialingam was not
prepared: to do that, he did not
sapport hitn. Mr. Ponnambalam
had wanted mmembers of a group
formed, after the last electinns, to
take un oath to oppose Sir D. B.
Jayatilaka and Mr. D. S. Senanaya-
ke in the DMinisterial elections. The
Member for Point Pedio had, there-
fore. direct by contributed to the
formation of the Pan-Sinhalese
Board of Ministers.

Mr. G. G. Ponnambalaw rose to
make a remark.

The Duputy Speaker: You al-
ways appealed to the courtesy of
the House when you were speak
ing, You wmust extend the same
courtesy to the Member for Naramn-
mala.

Mr. Samarakkody, coutinuing.
said that it was necessary t0 have
those things in the Hansard so that
the Secretary of State and Mem
bers of Darliamert reading the
marathon speeches might not be
misled.

Mr. Ponnambalam; Oa a point
of order is it right for a member
to charge another member of d-li-
berately misleading Members of
Parliament?

Thd Deputy Speaker: The mem-
ber did not state that the slate-
ments were made to mislead this
Council.

Mr. Ponpambalam: To mislead
the authorities in Whitehall.

The Deputy Speaker: I think
that is in order.

Mr. Sawarakkody, cootmning, said
that among the charges of  discrimi-
nation made was the administration
of the Buddhist Tewporalities by
the Puoblic Trustee, which was a
charge on the revenue. Queen Vie-
torin. had repeatedly and in uniis-
takable terms declared, by neans of
Despatches, that the clauses of the
Convention of 1815 would be ad-
bered to and honoured. The Bud-
dhist clergy, however, were prepared
at present to pay the exact cost of
the administration of the temporali-
fies.

“Plum of Office”

Mr. Samarakkody, continuing, said
that those who ftried to make out
that the Sinhalese were selfish and
dealt unfairly by the minorities,
ignored the fact that in spite of the
State Council consisting of a ma]o-
rity of Sinhalese membere, the plum
of office—that of the Speaker--was
given by them to a Tamil gentle-
nan.

To show that there was no racial
feeling in the Executive Committee
of Liocal Administration and  the
Sinhalese Maha Sabha, he quoted
the pumber of minority -members
nominated to the various Urban
District Councils in the Island. The

(Continued on page 6)

London, Friday.

Anticipating the fuller statement
which he hopes to make when
the preseat - consultations with
other Governments have reached
their conclusion, the Prime Minis-
ter made an important statement
just before the House of Commons
rose this afternoon.
The statement was
dispel the anXieties arising “from
lation yesterday and to satisfy the,
growing desire in Parliament for an
early indication of the Goverament's
position relative to the situation
in” Burope.
It was directed to the impedi-
ate situation  and to those areas
with reference to which speculation
is, at the present time, most active
It dealt with current rumours and,
as the Piime Minister emphasised
in a supplementary anawer was
meant to. cover the interim period
until the consultations, now in
progress, . have been comp'eted
Chere is as yet no indication when
the Prime Minizter will be in a
position to make a fuller statement.
Force Unjustified

Today’s announcement fell inte
three parts: It began by denying
that there was any official confirma-
tion of the rumours of a projected
attack on Poland and by disclaim-
ing the idea that the British Gov
srnment  was  inclined to assuine
that the rumours were true. It
went on to re state the belief of the
British Government in the method
of discussions and peaceful negoti-
ation for a settlement of the ditfer-
ences between the nations and
therefore, by implication, of any
differences between Germany and
Poland.

“In the opinion of His Ma-
jesty’s Government, there should be
no question incapable of solution by
peaceful means and it sees no justi-
fication for the substitution of force
or threats of force for the method of
negotiation,” declared the Premier.

Finally came the declaration of
Anglo French support for Poland
during the period befcre consulta-
tions with other Governments are
concluded, in case the Polish Gov-
erninent decided to resist any clear
threat to Polish independence.

The vital passage—to which Mr
Chamberlain added the intimation
that he has been authorised to state
that the French Governiment stood
in the same position as did the
British-—was as follows:—

“In order to make perfectly clear
tie position of His Majesty’s
Grovernment  in  the 1neantiwe,
hefore those consultations are con-
¢luded, I now have to inform the
House that, during that period in
the event of any action which c’early
threatened Polish independerce ard
which the Polish Governient, ac-
cordingly, considered it vital to
resist with its national forces, His
Majesty’s Government Wou‘d feel
itself bound at once fo lend the
Polish Government all the support
in Britain’s power. The Polish

designed to:

the rumours which were in c-iren-;

i

WILL SUPPORT POLAND
AGAINST GERMANY
Chanibeilain’s Statement of

Policy

ANGLO-FRENCH PLEDGE TO POLANL
: AND RUMANIA

Government - has been given an
assurance to this effect".

The question to which- the Pre-
mier’s statement gave rise afforded
him an opportunity of elaberating it
in respect of the consultations with
the Russian and Polish Govern-
ments. As regards the first, only
this morning the Foreign Secretary
had another very full discussion with
the Soviet Ambassador. M. Jean
Maisky, in TLiondon, the Premier
said he had no doubt that M, Maisky’s
Government fally wunderstood and
appreciated the principles on which
the British Government was acting.
As regards Poland, Colenel Beck,
the Premier pointed out, was arriv-
ing in Liondon next week and there
would be further discussions.

The Object

Taking a phrase from Mr Green-
wood, Mr. Chamberlain described
the object of such discussions with
other Governments as discovering
means to accumulate maXimum co-
operation in putting an end to ag-
gression, if aggression should be in-
tended, and the substitution for
force a,nd the threat of force of more
-easonable and orderly methods of
discussion.

As to a conference of the Powers
concerned, the British Government
1ppro"cned that matter purely from
the angle of what was the most
atfeetlve and practical way of achiev-
ing the objects the Powers had in
ViIeW.

“The question of a conference is
simply a matter of expediency,”
siid Mr,  Cbauiberlain. *“We have
no theoretical views about confer-
ences. If they do mnot prove to be
the best way and there are other
more effective ways of achieving oar
object, we might dispense with con-
fereces.”

The Prime Minister also said that
he had no knowledge of any approach-
by the German Government to
Poland with a view to discussions.

The whole statement and supple-
mentary questions and answers oc-
cupied !7 minutes. That period end-
ed in dramatic fashion when a
Labour member, Mr, Bellenger in-
dicated that as an Opposition spea-
ker he would reserve the right to
express doubt -on whether Mr.
Chamberlain was the most suitable
man to lead tbe pew policy. Im-
mediately Mr. Thurtle(aiso Labour)
rose and said; “There may be ano-
ther Prime Minister who can take
chargs of the affairs of this country
at this gave hour but, if the preselft
Prime Minister is now genuinely
and sincerely convinced, without
any mental reservations, that it is
necessary to pursue this new policy |
of rallying the friends of peace,
then I think that, in view of his
world reputation as a man of -peace,
he is probably the best man for the
job”.

Loud Ministerial cheers and some
Liabour cheers greeted this state-

ment. The House then ad]ourned
until Monday. y
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MR. CHAMBERLAIN‘S
STATEMENT

- THE CONSIDERED STATEMENT
whieh - the British Premier
made in the House of Com-
mons last Saturday, uvequivo-
cally pledging Dritish assistance
to Poland and Rumania in the
event of German aggression
will go a great way ftowards
easing the tension which has
prevailed for some time in

Europe. During the pasi week
the centre of world interest
ghifted” from (zechoslovakia

and Rumania to Poland, from
where reports came pouring ip
of military preparations and
troop movements on either side
of the German-Polish frontier.

The Poles were in fear of a

German aggression in the near
future. Although authoritative
quarters have scouted the sug-
gestion of any demands having
been made by Germany, yet
the fact that Colonel Beck,
the Polish French Minister, is
going to London on a diploma-
tic mission 1is significant as
pointing to the existenceof some
sharp differences between the
Reich and Poland. The Ger-
man press has been for some-
time pursuing the tactics
which usually preceded all
(German coups in the past, the
circulation of exaggerated re-
ports of oppression of German
mivorities in Poland and the
failure of the Government to
do them justice. Unlike Czecho-
slovakia, Poland is a great mili-
tary power with vast material
resources and a population of
32 inillions. She is not in a
mood to tamely submit to Ger-
man dictation and has made no
secret of her determination to
resist any aggression with all
the resources at her command.

Poland might be induced to!

come to an honourable under-
‘standing as regards Danzig and
the Polish. Corridor, but any
attempt on the part of Germany
to force the issue by threat of
force is bound to fail as things
now are. Although fear of Ger-
many’s might and uncertainty
of foreign assistance compelied
Rumania to agree toa com
mercial Pact whieh places
Ler vast material resources at
the disposai of Germany, yet
her entering an anti-aggression
Pact with the Democracies
clearly indicates that her
sympathies are with them and
she will not submib to German
might. Germany’s bad faith
towards Czechoslovakia has led
‘to a considerable bardening of
world opinion against her. Mg.
CHAMBERLAIN'S policy of tacit

- acquiescence in the aggression
Jf the Dictators has bred an

intense dissatisfaction = which
expressed itself very recently
in a resolution tabled in the
Commons demanding the for-

{mation of a- National Govern-

ment $o cope with the threa-
tening situation in Europe,
[t ~ is partly to assure the
British public of his Gov-
ernment’s  determination to
stand up to the Dictators and
to resist all further aggression
that the Premier has made his
historie pronouncement in the
House of Commons. The state-
ment has had the effect of al-
laying all fears of a vacillating
policy and of rallying all
varties to the support of the
Jovernment. It further gives
an unmistakable proot of Bri-
tain’s preparedness for a war
with the Tofalitarian states.
Hrance and Dritain are fast
illing up all gaps in fthei
lefences. Dritain is already 1o
v position to0 put 32 divisions
oa the continent in the event
>f a war. DBritish and French
diplomacy are already busy
forming a solid anti-aggression
oloc which will be shortly
winnounced-  The Amcrican
fear of a second Munich
pecomes unfounded in the
light ~ of these facts. The
statement, we feel no doubt,
vill go a great way to ereate
that confidence in the minds
of the sinall States which the
events of the past year entirely
distroyed. What is more im-
portant, it may also help to cry
halt to the vaulting ambitions
of the Dictators, or at least
make them besitant.

Civil Service
Transfers

The following transfers will b
made in the Civil Service today,

Mr. K. Kanagasundram, Asis-
tant Government Agepnt, Badulla
o be ' Assistant Government
Agent, Ratnapura,

Mr. L. Jeyasundara, Ofiice  As-
sistant, Batticaloa Kachcheri, to
be Asistant Government Agent,
Badulla,

Me. C. Subramaniam, Extra
Office Assistant, Batticaloa Kach-
cheri, to act as Office Ascistant.

Seven New Doctors

Seven doctors are listed in the
results of the Medical Collsge

examinations held last month.
The pass list is:—
Final Examination.— First
Class (in order of merit): S, E.
Seneviratae, V. Sandirasegaram,
e G L - Boyed tang ] GAL B
Nelson, 'Second Class; H. 7. G,
O. Senanayaka, Ordinary Clas:
B, T. Jayasekera.

H. A. Mendis completes the
examination.
The abovenamed candidates
have fulfilled the requirements for
the licenee in Medicine, Surgery
and Midwifery,
ihe following pass in the sul-
jects  stated:—K. Supramaniam,
Midw fery; T. Visvalingam, Sut-
giry and Midwifery, °®

CONGRESS AND
 MINORITIES

. COMMIETEEE. TO
NEGOTIATE

TAMIL LEADERS LEAVE
FOR COLOMBO

Coldmbo, Sunday-

After a lengthy discussion yes-

terday the Executive Committee
of the National Congress decided
to accept, in an amended form, a
notion brought by Mr. Stanley
le Zoysa proposing negotiations
vilh leaders representing minority
interests, in order to secure their
support for the Congress policy.

In the course of the discus-
sion on Mr. Zoysa’s orginal mo-
tion an amendment was suggest-
:d and this was unanimously
passed.

The following is the amended
motion:—

“That whereas the Ceylon
National Congress is,. and has
ilways been, anxious to ensure
tor the peoples of this country,
their due share in the govern-
tmént of the country, and equali-
ty of opportunity in public aff-
iirs the Executive Committee of
the Congress appoints the follow-
ing sub-committee to negotiate
with leaders and organisations
representative of minority inter-
ost and to secure their supporl
for the Cougress policy :— “Sir
D. B. Jayatilaka, Messrs. D. S.
Senanayake, C. W. W. Kannan-
gara, E. A. P. Wijeratne. J. N.
Jinendradasa, J. R. Jayawardene
and Stanley de ZoysaiConvener)”

Memorandum to Whitehall

A motion by Mr. V. C. Perera
suggesting that a memorandan
should be sent to the Governor
and the Secretary of state for
the Cclonies embodying the re-
solutions passed at the special
sessions of the Coagress was
adopted and the following were
appointed to draft it;—

Sir. D. B. Jayatilaka, Messrs
C. W. W. Kannangara, E. A. P.
Wijeratne, Victor C. Perera and
Staniey de Zoysa.

The meeting of the Executive
Committee of the. Congress was
held at “Treleaven,” Union Place.
Mr. D. S. Senanayake presided
in the absence of Sir Baron who
is ill.

Sir Ba ron’é [llness

Sir Baron Jayatilaka, was ta-
ken suddenly ill yesterday after-
noon. e

Owing to this the Conference
on the Reforms question bet-
ween certain Jaffna Tamil lead-
ers and a group consisting of
Sir Baron, Mr. D. 5. Senanayake
and Mr. S W. R. D. Bandara-
naike, which was to have taken
place at ihe residence of Sir Ba-
ron at 7 p.m. yesterday did not
take place:

The Conference has therefore

Colombo = in

INO CINEMA SHOWS

DURING DISTRESS

- Batticaloa U.D. C.
Stops Licence

Batticaloa, Thrusday-

Owing to the distress prevail-
ing in the town, the Batticaloa
Urban Council decided at its last
meeting thatino licence should be
issued for holding cinema shows
in the town daring the months
of April, May and Juone. This
decision was arrived at by the
Council after considering a letter
from Mr. K. Santhiapillai regard-
ing the cinema shows being held
daily in the town by a talkie
company.

Treatment For Opium
Addicts

Calcutta, March 30

A doctor from the School of

Tropical Medicine at Caleutta,
will shortly leave for Assam in
connection with the treatment

of opium addicts.

The School of Tropical Medi-
cine has evolved a successful
line of treatment for opium ad-
diction and succeeded in helping
addicls to get rid of opium and
morphine habits.

been postponed till 10.30 this-
morning, when it is expected
that Sir Baron will be encugh to
attend.

Leaders Leave for
Colombo

Jaffpa, Saturday

Mr. Sam Sabapathy, Chairman
of the Urban . District Council,
ind Mr. C. Ponnambalam, Advo-
cate, Joint Secretaties of the
Jaftna  Association, and Mr. N.
Chelvadurai, Secretary of the first
All Ceylon Tamil Confersnce, left
Jaffoa this morning by car for
Colombo for an informal confer-
cice on the subject of Tamilsand
the Reforms with Sir Baron Jaya-
tilaka, D. 8. Senanayake anl Mr.
5. W. R. D. Bandaranaike.

The conference is fixed for® to-
night between seven o’clock and
aine, ;

Mr. S. Kanagasabai, - Vice-
President of the Jafina Associa-
tion, seen by the “Observer'’ cor-
respondent, declined to make any
comments, adding that it is too
premature to make any statement.

It is learned, however, that Sir
Baron Jayatilaka telegraphed
carly last week to Mr. Kanaga-
sabai inviting representatives of
the Association to exchange views
on the Rcforms. Mr. Kanaga-
sabai placed the telegram before
the Committee.

In the meantime Mr. Sabapathy
and others decided to proceed to
their individual
capacity to confer ard ascertajn
the proposals of the Sinhalese
leaders, which may be placed
before the Committee of the
Jaffna Association.

Mr. A. Mahadeva arrived in
Jaffna this morning. Mr G, G,
Pounambalam is expected on
Monday, g
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- HOW FREEDOM COULD BE WON

IN THE STATES

“By,.Suffering Service of
the Poor”

GANDHIJI'S ANSWER TO CIVIL
 RESISTERS

Bombay, April 1.

THOSE who lightly talk of

freedom in the States and
hope to atbain it through ecivil
resistance do not know what
they are talking about”, writes
Mr. Gandbi in the *“Harijan”
today, answering certain civil
resisters who were disappointed
over the suspension of Jaipur
civil disobedience and “who
are not as enthusiastic to tackle
& constructive programme.

Mr. Gandhi says, “‘swaraj
within the States will not be
obtained by any. non-violent
trick. It will be won if it is to
be won by non-violence of the
strong and by hard work,
patient, mute, and suffering
service of the poor hungry for-
saken of society.” :

+HOW EGYPT WON
' INDEPENDENCE

Indians Asked to
Unite

Bombay, April 1.
“We hope the Indian would do
his best towards his country irres-
~ pective of his caite or creed,” said

the leader of the Egyptian dele-

gation, in the course of a reply at
a reception accorded to them by

- the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee.

The Junction was largely attend-
ed, including the Primier of Boms
bay and other Mini t rs,

Premier Kher in a speech hoped
that the present visit of the dele-

-~ gation would be a precursor of

many more visits by representa-
tives of Egypt. He requested
the delegatiou to convey to Egypt
the good wishes of Iadia.
No Minorities
Later addressing a mecting of
the Muslim Students’ Union, the
delegation declared. “We Egyp-
tians have achieved independence
mainly because of the unity of
Egyptians. We did not think in

=—.terms of minorities as Muslims or

Christians. We are only sixty

million people, but we stood as

and fought for our

“reedom.

*“India will be free on the day

*hat all her people unite, Indian
#dom will be the freedom of all
“nic and Arabic cé'um;ries.”'

- District Judge,
Batticaloa

-~

Mr. N. | Sinnathamby, the
Galle Magistrate, has left for
. Batticaloa as District Judge.

s

stabbing,

Broadcasting

AKASH-VANI,
MYSORE

This Week’s Programme

Wavelength: 70.2
Meters.

Frequency:
4265 Ke/S,

CaLL Sien: V. U. 7. M. C.
Monday, the 3rd April, 1939

6 p. m, Hindustani Light Music

6-15 p.m. News and Announcements

6.40 p.m. Child Welfare: “Value of
Harly Training”

7 0 8-30 p. m. Karnatic
mental Musie

Tuesday, the 4th April 1939

6 p.m. Nagaswaram

6-15 p.m. News and Announce-
ments

6.40 to 7 p.m. Kannada Talk: “Var-
nashrama Dharma” by Mr.
A. S. Viswanatha Sastry :
(By the eourtesy of Mysore
State Parliament)

7 to 830 p. m. Karnatic Yoeal

Music

Wednesday, the 5th April 1939
6 p.m. Karnatic Light Music
6-15 p.m. News and Announcs-
ments .
6-30 to 8 30 pm: Veena Recital by
Vidwan Narayana Iyer and
Party

Thursday, the 6th April 1939
6 p.m. Comic Selections
6-15 p.m. News and Announcemenbs
6-30. . fo 8.30 pm.  TRadio Play:
“Utharagograhana’’ .by Sri
Saraswathi Prasadika Nataka
Sabha conducted by Mr, M,
V. Sivappa
Eriday, the 7th Apri} 1939
6 p.m. Orchestral Music
6-I5 p.m. News and Announce-
menfs
6:45 p.m. Hindusthani Music
730 p m. " Oirat”
8 p.m. Belections from (Urdu)
Humorous Poetry by “Mir
Noor Husaine, Esq., B.A,
Saturday, the Sth April 1939
6 p.m. Violin
6-15 p.m. News & Announcements
7t08-45 p.m. Vocal Music Per-
formance by Vidwan K.
Venkatasubba-Avadhari, and
Party
Sunday, the 9th April 1939
No Broadcast.

THE NORTHERN
ASSIZES

Instru-

-

Ninth Case

The ninth case taken up for
trial ab the Northern Assizes
was from Irapalai in which
Arumugam Ponniah  stands
charged with the murder, by
of Vallipuram Kan-
diah.

- Case Proceeding.

Ministers’
Congratulations io
_ Re-Converts

No Breach of Neutrality.
- Says Madras Premier

At question time .in the Madras
Assembly Mr.A,AppaduraiPillai en
quired whether itis a fact that some
Ministers recently sent messages
of congratulations to certain
(Christian families re-converted to
Hinduism at Revakotta and what
steps the Government proposed to
take to allay the fears of the mem-
bers of the Christian commanity
in regard to the neutrality of the
Government in religious mattets.

The Prime Minister replieg as
follows: Certain Harijan fami.
les in Devakottai taluk, who had
tecently adopted Christianity as a
result of caste oppression, known
by the name- of Nattar-Harijin
trouble, went back to their ol
forms of worship and prayer. A
formal public ceremony was gone
through to mark the re-union of
their families with their relatives
who had continued in Hinduism.

“Oa this occasion a message
was asked of me and [ sent one.
I presume this would have been
asked of me even ifI had no
been Premier. I do not think my
tessage.could possibly amount t
a breach of the Governmeant’-
neutrality in regard to religions,
My attachment to Hinduism and
my desire for the removal of Un
touchability are consistent with
‘he greatest regard and love for
Christianity and those who profess
it. My worshipful attitude to-
wards Christ and His teaching:
was not inconsistent with the mes
sage I sent on this occasion, which
wais not centas from a Premi:r
but from a Hindu. I framed m
greetings in  words, which parti-
cularly emphasised that the
change over should not be in ex-
pectation of any material gain or
advantage. I assure the hon.
wiember that he need have no ap-
przhensions that liberty of faith
wiil b jeopardised by me in any
way.

“A copy of the message I sent
is placed on the table, It em-
bodies my personal opinion and
has nothing to do with the Gov-
exament. The same may be said
of the other messages.”

Tae following is the text of th:
message:  “I am pleased to learn
that so many Harijan familie:
feel that th y should go back to
the faith of their ancestors, Our
agcient Dharma is:the clearest
and shortest way to the Divige.
If the heads of these families have
telt the call and responded with-
out thinking of any worldly profit,
it will be a great blessing and
ev nt for rejoicing.”

Ia a supplementary. question,
Mr, Appadurai Piilai submitted
that the latter part of his interpel-
lation as to the steps proposed to
befakenby the Gbesrament  to
a:lay the fears of the Christian
community, had not beer answer-
ed. § g :

The Prime Ministéﬂ The an-
swer I have just now given ought

to allay the feeling.

“DIFFERENCES

SUPERFICIAL”

“NO ROOM FOR DESPAIR”
SAYS SPEAKER

IMPORTANCE OF
RELIGION

e

£¢
ICOME from, the noith to
south, but personally I do not

make any difference between
north and south, west and east,
for we all come from the same

Mother Lanka, one country,” re=
narked Sir Waitialingam Durai-
iwamy, speaking at the prize
listr:bution of Mahinda College,
Galle, on Friday.

He added: “The different
coints of the compass should be
ignored. I consider that the
titference in race and language is
:Iso superficial.”

He sail that it was a great
pleasure to visit that beautiful
town and that beautiful college.

Thbey worked on the same soil,
he said,- and adopted the sam»
nethods of agriculture, and all*
sther work of theirs was almost
tdentical. He conld not, there-
ore, conceive any difference be-
tween the people of this country,
Chere might be differences in
views and work and colour and
form, but those were all, as their
;reat teacher Buddha taught,
‘T p.rmanent,

It is a great satisfaction for
2m to sze the id-als of the great
founders of the college being
-arried on there. As long as that
levotion to religious and moral
teachings existed there was no fear
of communal strife. As long as
those ideals were brought to prac=
tical life (it was no doubt a diffi-
ult thing to achieve) there was
10 room for despair,

Sir Waitialingam paid a tribute
to the great work Mr, F1. W. Ama.
casuriya was doing for education.
He also paid a tribute to the
Principal and Staff of the College _
tnd invited them to his “Alma
Mater”, Jaffoa Hindug College, He
exhorted the boys to give tha bene-
it of what they learnt at school
o their country, i

Mr. H, W, Amarasuriya, in pro=
J0sing a vote of thanks syid that
sir W. Duraiswamy was the great=
st living son of the North today.

INDISCRIMINATE USE
OF BICYCLES

———— e e

Restriction on Use by
Under-aged Boys

Mr. H. S. Ratwatte (Member
for Kegalle) has given notice of
the following motion in the State
Couneil:

“In view of the large number
of accidents occurring in towns
by the indiscriminate use of push
bicycles, this Council - is of opi.
nion that restrictions should be
“mposed to prevent bicycles being

used by under-age boys and in-
experienced persons. s

T T

N o G B R AR B L S
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Non-Acceptance of Suggestion
for Round Table Conference

e e i e

(Continued froni page 3)

member representing the Muslim
interests in the State Counecil, Mr.
A. R. A. Raz k, had onenly acknow-
ledged the generous treatment ac-
corded by the Sinhalese members to
his own com:wunity.

“A Campaign”

Continuing, Mr. Samarakkedy
said that there was ample evidence
in the Governor's Despatch to prave
which His
Fxcellency had discovered the selfish
considerations that * underlay the
communal cries, There were mi-
nority members, who said one thing
inside that House and a different
thing outside. The Member for
Mannar, {or instance, had i:fcrived
him that he did not believe in the
fifty-fitty cry of the Tami! commu-
nity. But that same wem' er came
to the Council and made a different
statetnent in order to join hand:
with the Member for Point Pedro
At present the Member for Point
Pedro was carrying on a certair
campaign in this country and or
that account the other members
{from the North wereafraid of what
the Men:ber for Point Pedrd niight
do against them. The Ilatter could
go to the ether members’ consti-
tuencies and tell those people that
he had gone even as far as Kng-
land to get more seats for the
Tawils but the other Tamil mem-
bers did not suppert hin.

Mr. Samarakkody said that he ad
mitted that, on a nuwmerical basis
the Muslims were quite under-re-
presented in the State Council. He
nest went on to condemn the Com-
mittee System: and quoted the views
expressed ed:torially in the Jafina
Hindu Organ, a periodical represent-
ing Hindu public opinion in thig
Island, in which, too, the Com-
mittee System was condemned.

Mr. Siripala Sawarkody, continu-
ing, said that there was nc dis-
trust on the part of commuaities
since. the introduction of the Cons-
titution.  Those stateruents had
been made by a few disgruntlec
politicans o achieve their own ends

Mr. Samarakkody said that an at-
tempt had been made by the
Turopeans aad the Minority Comni-
munities to ask for  a Comuission
onhe ground that the country was
heading fer financial bankruptcy,
on accenunt of the ill-considered
schemes financed by the Board ol
Ministers. L
. That was engineeted by the
European Association and son.e
capitalists, and the signatories were
Messrs. R. L., Pereira. C, G C.
Kerr. Sir  John Tarbat. Sir Moha-
med Macan Markar. Messrs E. G
Adamaly, ¥, Chandiram and several
others.

The Secretary of State carefully
considered those accusations and
they now knew what reply the
meroriaiists received.

“A few irresponsible and dis-
credited leaders of varicus Commu
nities were 1nveigled by the Iuro-
peans to sign that memorial.
thought their bluff would go down
with the Secretary of State,

The only hope thezelore wasa
Royall Commission, which was
raised by that ablest advocate of
communalism in this country, the
member for Point Dedro,

It is clear as daylight that thr
only way to get the Commission

- was.on the ground that the Finan-

They |

cial stability of the country was
heading for disaster. '

Mr. Samarakkody said that the
desire of the Sinhala Maha Sabha
was not to bring about disaffection
among the various communities.

Not A Word

He himself had attend d 30 or 3¢
propaganda meetings of the Maha
Sabha and nct a single word had
been uttered to bring about dis-
affection. The proceedings of the
meeting at Anuradhapura had been
deliberately 1nisrepresented in the
local newspapers.

Mr. Ponnambalam:
dicted.

Mz, Samarakkody said. that con-
tradictions had come. They werc
not being unmindful of the highe
unity of every section of the people
of this country. !

It had been represented by Mr.
Ponnambalam that the Executive
Committee system was a necessary
safeguard to the interests of the mi:
aorities, but public opinion, as re-
flected in the “Hindu” was against
it.

Mr. R. Sri Pathmanathan (Man-
nar) on a point of personal explana-
tion balanced representation was iv-
correct.

Mr. Dudley Senanayake (Dedi
sama) said that he did not intend tc
make a other marathon speech.  He
blamed the Minister of Education
for not having extended proper edu-
cational facilities to the North, to
seach their representatives how best
t0o exprees their thoughts In the
minimum of words.

After listening to the ‘pecple
George” and the “pugnacious French
soodle” from Puint Pedro he was a
little afraid to enter that arena. They
inew what a poodle was and what
it did.

The phenomienon of a poodle bark
ing for the moon had been enacted
iz that House.

Mr. Sri Pathmanathan (Mannar)
{s it parliamentary to call a member
of the House a poodle? (Laughter).

Mr. G. G. Ponpambalam (Point
Pedro,: I do not object, Sir, because
[ call them puppies.

Mr. Dudley Senanayake: People
know who the puppies are.

NOT PROPER

1t was a miserable experience,
Mr. Dudley Senanayake said,
hat he underwent in listening to
the speech of the Member of Point
Pedro.

He wes not in any way (rying
to defend the Governor but it
vas not proper for members to
criticise his conduct as unjust.

Referring to conditions in In-
lia, he said that they woare in no
way similar to conditions existing
in the country. The eomuiunal
conflicts ‘between the  Musliifis
and Hindus were, he 5aid, fan-
1ed by the British themselves
tollowing their maxim, Divide
et impera.

He next quoted from Professor
Bariedale Keith and from “white
sahibs ~of 1India” and from
subas Chandra. Bose ta illus-
rate DBritish ‘policy in Indis.
Communal demands in India
were not spontaneous; they were
created by outsiders for their own
volitical “ends and ambitions
when the conditions existing at
the time did 'not warrant com-
munal representation, |

‘Weightage was one thing and
valanced representation was an-

Not contra-

other, The arguments of Mr,
Ponnambalam regarding weight-
age did not apply to balanced
representation,

They should not blindly ex-
aggerate the conditions prevailing
in other countries, he said, after
referring to the Muslim and
Hindu representation in several

| towns in India.

The member for Point Pedro
had time and again pointed out

| that the interests of the minorities

were not properly looked after
by the Executive Committees. The
same Member at the next turn
had said that the Committee sys-
tem protected the interests of the
minoritiess Was that not a poli-
tical somersault ?

He could not conceive how
any right thicking Indian could
criticise the conduct of the Cey-
lonese leaders 1o regard to their
ittempts to prevent exploitation
on the part of foreigners.

He bhoped that the members
would bear in mind that the
foremost issue to be considered ip
the reform proposals was the
question of the Governor’s powers.
The question of balanced repre.
sentation did not arise at all.

Mr. Rajah Hewavitarne
(Matara)said that on behalf of the
Sinhalese he tock that opportuni
ty to thank Mr. Poanambalam for
waking up :the Sinhalese whet
were in a state of lethargy,

Sinhalese are not Communal
Minded

Mr. Hewavitarne said that a:
Sinhalese they did not tbiok o:
communal lines as the Tamils
ehiaii

‘I wish we were not as tolerant
s our religion demands of us.
We must think more of ourselves
in the future.”

Referring to the Indian ques-
tion, he said that the nominated
member  Mr. I, X' Pereira’ had
acted the part of Dr. Jekyll and
Mr, Hyde as regards the Indian
Cemmunity. But his utterances
nad donme much harm to the
country.

When he (Mr. Hewavitarne)
was in Iudia last January, he
found that those wutterances had
provcked the people of India.
tle had been asked to address an
issembly  about the Indian ques-
tion. He told them that it was
not a racial or communal ques-
tion but entirely an economicone,

“We must think of our thouus-
ands who are unemployed. We
ask for a restriction of immigra-
tio: to enable the people of the
s0il to. obtain employment. Is
that asking too much?”

Referring to the Governor's
powers, Mr, ‘Hewavitarne hoped
the minority members would
suppoit them in taking away the
powers of the Governor.

Sympathy Wanted

Mr. R. C. Kannangara (Mora-
waka) said that: the minority
communities  should establish

more sympathetic understanding
with the other communities, not
on a communal basis but by co-
ope:ation.

Religious or communal con-
siderations did not enter into the
winds of the Sinbalese during
elections, He relemved  to = Mg
Freeman'’s clection and his own.

He could not understand why
one of the Tamil members had
stated that they owed, their alle-
giavce to India.” If the Jaffua
piople owed allegiance to India
they should get back to Iadia.

“Here is the wan (pointing to
Mr, I. X. Pereira) who was earn-
his money from the Sinhalese and
has lived for generaiions in Cey-

cry raised by

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

OCCULTATION OF
SPICA VISIBLE IN
CEYLON

Sir,—There will be an occulta-
tion of Spica (Chitra Nakshatra)
by the Moon on thc 5th April
1939 visible in Ceylon,

The times of Immersion and
Emersion for Jaffna are as
follows:

Time of Immersion: 1-50 a.m.

Time of Emersion: 2-42 a.m.

Angle of the point of first
contact from the North: 169°

Angle of the point of Last

contact from the North: 240°
(The hours and minutes are
given in Ceylon Standard Time).
: Yours truly,
K. S. MAHESASARMA,
(M.B. AL A)
Karainagar,

30-3-1939.

Auction Sale

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
JAFENA
Case No. 5561
Ponnammah widow of Kanthappar
Yallipuram of Kokuvil Plaintiff,
Vs
1. Sithamparanathar Chellappah and
2. wife Thangammah both of Van.

East.

Under by virtue of the Commfs-
sion issued to me in the above case
[ shall sell by public auction the
undermentioned property on Saturday
6th May 1939 commencing at 10 A.m.
at the spot.

PROPERTY REFERRED TO ABOVE

(1) An undivided <% share of all
that piece of land situated in the parish
of Vannarponnai in Van. East called
Manaiyanthari in extent 93% Lms.
V C with stone built house, well
cultivated plantations and palmyrahs
and bounded on the east by the
property belonging to the heirs of
Peranpanayagammudaliar Ponniah,
North and West by lane and South
by the properties belonging to Sin-
nammah widow of Sabapathipillai and
Sinnathamby Thambo® and share-
holders,

V. SELVADURALIL
Commissioner of Sales,
Yalvetty.
1st April 1939.
Mis, 1. 2-4-39.

lon, He owes his aliegiance to
India. I consider him as a son
of the soil where .as he says he
s not?

Referring to the visit of Mr.
Satyamurthi, Mr. Kannangara
-aid tbat the Member for Hatton
nad deliberately prevented him
from talking to Mr. Satyrmbrthi
As a planter of thirty . years,
would have been in a position to
let Mr. Satyamurthi know about
the conditions of the Indian.
labourers.

In regard to the commun:
the memders f-
Point Pedro and Kankesantu
Mr. Kannangara said that it

the hand of Jacob and tne v._

of Esau. They knew fron wheic
the cry came.

Mr. Kannangara next

was being carried on by the
Indians,
At 5 p. m. Council adjournel

till 2 30 p.m. on May 9th.

referred”
to the exploitation which he said

Di N

h e .
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ALCOHOL IN RELATION TO

.+ '~ HEALTH

(Continued from Page 1)
- of giving aleohol to children
is not so prevalent in Ceylon
as in some Huropen countries,
- “certain well recognized facts
~may be mentioned. The liver
is the organ peculiarly suscep-
tible to damage. Sir Thomas
Barlow mentions of a boy of
ten with well marked evidence
of gin-drinker’s liver with
dropsy: He had for a long
time carried to his father his
daily meal of whieh some
spirit was one of the constituents.
The father had given the boy little
sips of spirit. Again a boy of 43
years suffered from dropsy and en-
larged liver. [He bad been given
little beer for several months. The
beer was dropped and suitable
remedies given and the boy re-
covered. Many cases of defects
of growth, mental deterioration
and paralysis have been recorded
from the deleterious effects of even
small doses of alcohol when taken
by children,

A cause of Evil Habits.

. Further all parentsand teachers
— ought constantly to bear in mind
- that one of the most frequent

causes of evil habifs and sexual

immorality among young people
3 : is the taking of alcohol. Thisis
o due to the action of even small
quantities in damaging self-con-

e troly in perverting ideas and
Hind o thoughts, and in exiciting the
e _ emotions. 'The same warning ap-

plies to young and still growing

< men and women when of College
b age, and for the sake of nal?oql
= morality as well as physique it is

: that in no form whatever

s clear
- should alcohol be wused by the
b young either in childhood or ado.
= lescence.

. Itis a matter of supreme im-
| - portance to every human being,
‘ that he or she should enter the
world with a normal body and
healthy nervous system. Dr, C.
F. Still, the famous Consuiting
Physician, Hospital for Sick Child-
ren, Great Ormand Street, writes
as follows ®=="Clinical observation
suggests that where, before the
conception of the child, there has
been recent alcoholism in either
‘parent, there is risk of faully
development of the unborn child,
and it seems. likely, that frequent
indulgence in alcohclic drinks,
without actual drunkenness, dur-
ing pregnancy may be prejudiciil
to the child. 1 have found asa
result of my own abservations, as
others have from tHeirs—that
sometimes mental deficiency, that
most deplorable of developmental

failures, occurred. in the Chi!kl
.~ through alcoholic indulgence in
" one parent or in both.

Fundame ntal Facts

It is .the daty of every nation

- to take steps to enable the new

“~¢ born child to start out upon

7 the adventure of life with a well-

“built body and a vigorous consti-

" tution and particularly to prevent

_ the handicap of deformity and the

< tragedy of a damaged or ill-

S . “developed brain and. therefore the

fundamental facts should surely
be known. 5 :

" Itisa common clinical obser-

vation that drinkers are less able

to withstand severe infections,

particularly pneumonia than are

‘and

abstainers, In a series of 3500
cases. the mortality of pheumonia
was 509 among excessive drinkers,
35% among modderate drinkers and
only 259% among occasional drink-
ers and abstainers..

Apart from lowered wvitality

from alcoholism, it has been
found that even a small dose
lowers immunity or the body’s

power to resist infection. In a
series of patients it was found
that the blood of the drinkers
however little they drink showed
less power to kiil typhcid organi-
sms. The resisting power in
tuberculosts and streptococcal -
fections was reduced even more,
About 10% of epileptics owe their
condition primarily to alcohol
taken either by themselves or
their parents. According to Gar-
rod gout wouid be practically un-
known with absence of alcohol in
any shape coupled with an absence
of hereditary predisposition deri-
ved from alcohol drinking ances-
tors.

Workers in lead e. g. printers,
plumbers and others, seldom die
from lead poisoning if thiey remain
total abstainers.

Lowers Resistance

In the tropics alcohol appears
to have a particularly harmful
effect in lowering the resistence
to disease.

Altbough there is no definite
scientific evidence that alcohol
taken in strict moderation has a
damaging effect on the body; at
the same time, it is imposible to
say that any given minimal
amount of the drug is quite harm.
less to our tissues. It is however
definitely established that the
habitual use of alcohol in free-
quently repeated, so called moder-
ate doses or in intermittent bouts
of drunkenness or prolonged exces-
sive indulgence leads to marked
degeneration in the various t{issues
and organs of the body. Thus
may result for example: chronic
gastritis and dyspepsia; serious
liver damage inducing Cirrhosis
an inveriably fatal conditicn, di-
sease of kidneys, arterial degene-
ration and changes in tie heart
muscle leading to cardiac failure.
Above all, it may lead to per-
manent mental enfeeblement and
gross types of insanity.

Unfortunately quitea number
of people of perfectly stable nur-
vous system have after a period
of moderate drinking lapsed into
inebriety.

There ‘are certain drugs that
have a curious tendency to in-
duce a craving for repetition, Al-
though alcohol is one of these,
its use by the public gencrally
is so common that itis not re-
garded as it should be namely,
as always a possible danger.

Habit-Forming

We are such “creatures of ha-

bit"”" that we readily . become ac-
customed to any routins, and it
is found that a few weeks may
afford sufficient time to torm
the foundatiod of a deeply rooted
habit. Italways implies less ex-
penditure of energy to crave
than to control. Very many peo-
ple entirely lack this high facully
of coatrol. The effect of habit
upon ourselves and its  hereditary
influency upon our children, are
matters that no person of thought
intelligence can ignore.
When taken as a daily drink,

leffects which are soon

causes sensalions, and
imagined
as 4 nccessary partof life. " The

alcohol

|stomach becomes dependent on

on the ‘*daily dose aad disin-

clined to work without it. - When
this happens it is time to recog-
nise both the tiuz facts of the

case and our bondage to ths ha.
bit rather than falsely regard al-
cohol as a ‘food” becaus: it in-
duces certain sensaticns to which
we have become accustomed.

It is one of the most ‘prominent
characterististics of our modern
civilisation that it exerts itself to
create ‘‘artificial’’ needs in  ali
directions, physical and meantal,
and each one of these enlarges
the area of human desire. Such
needs and desires soon become
hereditary. We feel the need of
them because our. fathers Jcreated
them,

Admitting that the drunkard is
a social misfit, our interest still
lies 1n those users of alcohol who
do not become irresponsible or
guilty of anti-social acts. Such
individuals are to a large extent
ignorant of the basic facts about
alsohol, that alcohol decreases
resistance to infection, such as
tuberculosis and pheumonia, that
it causes well recognised degene-
rative diseases in many organs of

the body, and that it even predis-|

poses to faulty development and

mental deficiency in their off-
spring.
“Our mental and moral cha-

racteristics also,”” as Darwin re-
marks, “are the direct outcome of
preceding generations, and we,
the living generations, are like
the living fringe of the coral rcef,
resting on an extinct basis formed
by our forefathers, and shall, in
our turp, form a basis for our des-
cendants.”

The latest and most authentic
statistics in England show that
over 10% of all mortality is due to
the abuse of alcohol, and fully
20% of all diseases is traceable to
this cause; also that 50% of insa-
nity, idiocy and pauperism springs
from this source.  All authorities
agree that 75% of all criminality
is caused by the abuse of alcohol.

The prevention of disease is the
most notable contribution of the
present generation to civilisation.
When one considers the weight
and implications of the recorded
facts about alcohol it becomes the

serious daty of Departments of

WARDHA SCHEME
OF EDUCATION
EXPLAINED

(Sontinued from page 1)

see that all the children in the
villages received  education,
Gandhiji had evolved this
scheme.

Leaky Boat

Mr. Aryanayakam went on to
say that the Congress had assumed
power in several provinces and
the Ministries were botund to work

for the regeneration of India.
Borrowing the Premier’s simile
iof the leaky boat and the safe

boat, Mr, Aryanyaagam said that
the present system of education
was a leaky boat which should be
replaced immediately by trusty
boat furnishel by  Gandhiji.
Some might ask how this leaky
boat had been able to keep. afloat
for several years. His answer
was that it was kept floating by
the departments of the Govern-
ment, which emptied thz accumu-
lated water from time to time.

The speaker admitted that the
Wardha scheme was not the last
word in educaticnal reform. Yet
it had great potentialities in it.
He, therefore, appealed to the
Government and the public to
adopt  the | Basic  Education
Scheme which was Swadeshi in
letter and in spirit. He appealed
to the local bodies and the public
to create the atmosphere neces-
sary for the introduction of the
scheme by the Government,

Messrs C. Rajagopalachari and
T. Venkateswara Rao thanked
the visitors for their clear elucida-
tion of the Wardha scheme and
promised to consider the question
of starting a school on the lines
of the Wardha scheme, provided
the Government had no objéc-

tion-to it, They hoped the Gov-
ernment would do what they
could to make the scheme a
success.

Public Health and social ergani-
sations to use their powers of edu-
cation to reduce to a minimum
the use of beverage alcohol in the
cause of national health.
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EMPIRE OF
LIFE ASSURANCE CO. LTD. "

INDIA

Claims Paid Exceed
Rs. 6,15,00,000

% Established 1897. 2
= ' PROGRESSIVE. FEATURES i
= | ASSETS EXCEED Rs. 518,00,000 | 3
= | POLICIES IN FORCE EXCEED  Re. 14,29,00,000 || £

every family man.

invaluable.

v

Head Office:—
Empire of India Life Building,
BOMBAY. =
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Provision for the future should be the concern of
A day may come when cir--
cumstances impair his wage-earning capacity.
then that the protection of an Assurance Policy is

It is

_ Branch Office:—
Imperial Bank Building,
COLOMBO.
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