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NEWS FROM FAR
AND NEAR

North Ceylon ‘Muththamil
Maoram’ _
There will bz a public meeting
for the election of offize bearers
on Friday (1.10:48) at 6-80 p.wm,
at the KalaNilayam Hall, The
inaugural celebrations will take
place  on Sunday (31043 ai
9-30 @.m. at the _
Vidyalayam Vannarpennai. There
will be a public lecture hy Swami

Vipulananda on “Maththamil”,
Music items will follow,
- " ™

Public Leciure

A public lecturs, under the ause
pices of the- Valikamam East
Teachers' Association, will be
delivered by Me¢, V. K, Nathan,
- Bn A',Dlp, 'Ed" Mu B. S‘. T-, Fc 'R.
G, S, Divisional Isspsctor of
Schools, N. D, on “The Negativa
Theoty in Education”, on Taes.
day, Octaber 5, 1943, 3t 6 p, m,
st the W, M. 8, Eoglish School,
Punnalaikaddavan Mr. G S
Chelliah, Pessident of the Vo 5. T,
A, and Prlogipal, C, M. 5,
College, Kopay, will preside.  All
teachers and the gzneral public
"are welcome:

@ L =

Mini_ster; Discuss Reforms

The Palitical Cowospondent of
the “Times of Ceylon” writes in
the issue of that paper on Seplem.
ber 27:—Now that the Budget for
the next financial year bas besn
finally patsed (altGough Hansard
does not record that the [First
rending of the Appropriation Bill
was seconded) the ministers have
addressed thewmselves to the lask
of considering  the question of
copstitutiong! reforms  ia  the
light of the Declaration of His
Ma esty’s Government aod the
subsequent interpretation put to
it by the Board of Ministzrs, wilb
which the Szcretary of Stale ha.s
agreed, 1 understand that this
question engaged 1he greater
part of the time of the meetiog of
the Board of Ministers on Moa-
day, and that the Mipisters bad
before them a memorandom on
the subject by Dev Ivor Jenaings
Vice-Chaacelloy of the University
of Ceylon. The discussicn on
last Monday was on  broad liges,
asfar asone could gatber, and
there does not seem 19 be any
wnanimity of cpinion in regard to
the proposal made in several
quarters for the iatroduction of
a second chamber. The Leadgr
of the State Council, in particus
lar, has yet to be convinced of the
advantages of an upper bhouse.
The one question ca which there
seems to be no differenze of cpi-
pion is in rgzasd to the enlarge.
ment of the State Council, bui
even hers varying views are held
by the Ministers as io the exact
number of seats, rapging from a
bundred to 130,

Vaidisvara |

ACQUISITION
SUPPLIES

OF FOOD

ESSENTIALS OF A FOOD

'GRAINS POLICY

THE report has been published

df the Food Grains Policy
Commiltee in India presided over
by Sir Theodore Gregaty, Econo-
mic Adviser to the Governmant
of India. We publish below a few
extracts from a summary of ths
report which throw some light on
the food position in Ceylon as
welli-

The Report rejects altogether
two alternztives, which might be
invoked to solve the problem of
procorement, that is, the acquisi-
tion of sapplies The frst of
these principles is that of oali
mited Irée tfading in foodgraias,
The Report takes the view that
even if free trade wers allowed to
work itself out without inter-
ference (wh'ch is more than,
doubtful in th2 light ol expetience
of the Bpring cf 1943) it would
result in a drastic rise in lhe level
of prices in somes @areas and
might not owing to purchases for
hoarding or investmeal putpose,
lower them - ¢lsewhsre, In any
casa, rising prices do mot always
result in additional supplies being
forthcoming, owing to tha tea-
dency of bolders when a risz ol
prices is being experieaced, to ex-
pect still bigher prices 1o the
f,lllu"&-

The other principle, which is
rejacted, i3 that cf @ Central Gov-
srpment foodgrains monopoly.
This principle i3 r2j.cted, not on
the ground that it is iohzrently
aaworkable—an the coatrary, it is
the only periectly logical solatioa
of the difficultiss—but on the
ground that Iadis fiads herself in
the middle of a crisis, sod the
creation of the vast organisation
which would bz iavolved wonld
take time, aond time i3 oot
available,

Ia the last cesort, procurement
involves getticg the mazimum
quantity of foodgrains from fthe
coltivator ia every part of  the
couatry, It is not merely, or
evea mainly, getting sopplies
from s rplus to deficit provinces
because only very few Provinces
bave a surplus of all feod graios
and the majority are curplus in
grainsand deficit in others—the
truly pecmaneat deficii areas are
limited in ouwber. Th2 quastion
then arisess How can this maxi-
mum amount be secured? There
are tws alterpativess (1) Com-

{pulsory acquisition at a fixed

price, (i e) requisitioning, and
(2) increasing the inducemeat to
th= cultivator to sell. The Report
takes the view that it would be
premature to resort to regaoisi-
tioning in India genosrally {which
would involve an official procuare-
ment machinery everywhere)—
though in serionsly deficit areas,
it may be the oply way out.
Rising prices of foodgrains, as
such, do not necsszarily evoke an
increased supply, so long as the
higher money prices received by
the cultivator caonot be transe
lated into an effective supply of
goods which the caltivator re-
quires, The problem of procure,
mond is thos intim .tely linked up
with the problem of iucreasiag
the supply of the goods whith the
coltivotor needs: Every effor!
must, therefore, bz made to in-
crease the supply of such goods,
and the problem should rank pext

to the problem of muaitions
supply.
The most important practical

aspect of the distributiva problem
at the present time is the ration-
iag of the larger cities of India,
(i.2.) thoze with a population ol
ane lakh aud over, which tha. IR:-
port recommend: should be up-
dertaken forthwith. The report
urges the necessity for appointing
within the Food Dzpartimeat it
selfy of an  officer-in<Chnrge ol
Movement:. Movement involves
adequate railway facilities, bat
also the upmest possible use of
alteraative modes of trapsport
and the due co.ardination of all
of+ them, As regards these
matlers; the Report-makes cerlain
tachoic: | recommendations

Rationing

As regards rationing, the Iie.
port starts from the priaciple that
the mioimum ration should nof
normally be allowzd to fall below
1 |b, for cereals per adult per day,
in view of the fact tbat, unlike
England and America, there i3 no

geeat chamce of the mass of the|

urban population beingz able 1o
supplement He ration by iorake
of other foodstuliz on aay sigai-
ficant scale. The Beport emphas
8ises thal even in thesz abnormal
days, food coaditions in these
countries cannoh be compared
with those in India, where thece is
'very little room for tightening the
bslt so far as the mass of the po-
pulation is concorned, The Re.
port, however, strezses tha aeed for

Continued on page 3

THE CHICAGO PARLIA-
MENT OF RELIGIONS

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY

The second of the series of
meelings ar-anged under the aus-
pices of the Ramakrishna Miss
sion and the Vivekananda Socies
ty to celebrate the fiftieth anani-
versary of the Parliament of
Religions at Chicags was held at
the Vivekanaada Socisty Hall,
Hill Street at 5-30 p, m. on Sun.
dey the 19th Septzmber.

The proveedings bzgan with
pujahb after which Swami Siddhat.
mananda aanounced that the fols
lowing telegram had been received
from His Holineis Srimath Swa.
mi Virzjanandaji Mabaraj, Ge-
neral Presideat of the Ramakrishe.
na Mission at Almora in ths
Himalyas; “Befittiog Colombo,
which first welcomed Swamiji
on return, eelebrating semi=cente=
oary of bis adveat at Chicago
Parliament, Heartiest blessings.”

Mr. N, Nadarajah, K: C., Vice=
president of the Vivekananda
Society, welcomad Mr, M. 8.
Aney, repreazotative of the Go.
verameat of Iadia om behalf of
the Ramakrishna Mission and the
Vivekaoanda Saciety and invited
himi to preside over the pro~
ceedings, :
Mr. Ansy in occupying the
chair expressed his thaoks for the
bonour done him is inviting him
to preside over such a large gather-

ing to celebrate the 50th anniver=

sary of an epoch-making event,
the Padiament of Religions held
in Chicago,

It was a landmark ia the pro-
gressive marca of humanity to.
wards a goal which, though not
clear to the man in the street, had
wmost powerfully attracted the
great teachers of maokind of all
time=s aed climes,

That goal was tne realisation
of tae essential uaity of sobstance
pervadiog creation and the nop-
esseatial diversity ia it due ta g
multiplicity of namss and forms,

All the important systems of

_|teligion were so many paths

chalked out by the great world
teachers to lead mankind on gea-
dually to that distant but
desirable destination,  Hinduje
sm bad accepted toleration
as an esszntial feature of human
culture. In the Parliament of
R:ligions Swami Vivekananda in
his first speech laid great emphage
is on the importance of the prin«
ciple of tolsration, He maintained
that the very idea of convening a
Purliament of Religions was the
vindication of the priaciple of
toleration,

It was th Parliament of Reli»
gions that revealed to India and
the whole world the spiritual
leacher who in laler years proved
to be the barbioger of a mighty
intellectual ravolution in Iudia,
seeking lor the emancipation of

Continyed on page 3
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THE LESSON OF
BENGAL

BENGAL IS ONE OF THE MOST
fertile provinces of India with
a teeming population. Today
famine stalks the land; neither
eity nor village has escaped
the destitution that is spread-
ing. The number of deaths
from starvation in Calcuatta
alone, though large enough to
be alarming, does not give the
correct measure of the dreadfnl
state of things that prevails in
the country as a whole. The
Department of Anthropology
in the Calcutta University has
just taken a sample survey of
destitutes in Calcutta and the
following extract from the pre-
liminary report makes pitifal
reading: ‘*Husbands have driv.
en away wives, and wives have
deserted ailing husbands, child-
ren have forsaken aged and
disabled parents, and parents
have also left home in despair.
Brothers have turned deaf ears
to the entreaties of hungry,
and widowed sisters maintained
for years together by their
brothers have departed at the
time of direst need. Tales of
such woe blacken the face of
our records and show where
civilisation stands when faced
with the primordial needs of
man.” Comment is needless
on the picture drawn in fthe
report. In Britain public opi-
pion bas become uneasy at the
somewhat complacent attitude
of Mr. Amery. The urgency
of the problem is recognised
and relief committees have
been started to help the star-
ving population with foodstuffs
As Professor George Catlin says
in the “New OStatesman”,
“there may be food in India
and it will be the duty of the
Goverment in the last resort to
see to its proper distribution:
But this will take time and the
people of this country which
has shown itself so geunerous to
others has a quite singular ob-
ligation to discLarge in a sense
of aliveness to the sufferings of
our fellow-citizens in India.”

The sufferings of Bengal
have a lesson for us in Ceylon.
In the first place the public of
this country must recognise its
indebtedness to our Ministers
for the prompt steps taken to
control food prices and 1intro-
duce rationing. But this is not
enough. Ceylon must produce
more food. Dependence on
imported foodstufls is danger~
ous. There is a rmaoral obliga-
tion on the part of the land-
owner and cultivator to co-
operate with the Government
to the fullest possible extent in
assuring to every citizen a

minimum supply of food. No
man with any sense of decency
would wish to see the scenes
in Bengal repeated here Af
the same time we should like
the Ministers too take up a
wore helpful attitude in the
matter. An attitude of hosti-
lity on the part of the Govern-
ment towards landowners is not
enleulated to improve matters.
The task of production and the
acquisition of food for public
use when 1t 18 produced is be-
set with many difficulties which
cannot be solved in a mier¢ fit
of ternper and by treating the
producer with scant consider-
ation. Our resources, slender
though they are, must be care-
fully nursed, if they are to be
maintained at their present
level,

THOUGHTS ON
MANNAR-MULLAITIVU

By T. Kathira Vellu
(8pecial to the “Hindu Organ™)

II

I regret that my first article on
the above topie was published with-
out an acknowledgment to George
Bernard Shaw, Before any of my
energetic readers pluogein to com-
plasin  about plagiarism to our
liberal minded Editor, let me say
that much of what I write comes
from Shaw's wireless broadcast in
October 1929 on ‘ Dewoeracy”
And now permit me to rontinue
from where we left off.

Dean Inge urges us fo vote for
the party which pledges iteelf fo go
farthest in enabling those of us
who have great possessions to sell
them and give the price to the poor
Am I then today-enjoying a demo-
cratic coatrol of the government? If
Mannar-Mullaitiva was a sample of
Democracy, who can blame ex-
dietasor Mussolini for describing it
as a putrefying corpse?

Those two iaiagivary candidabes
for election nay ask me what more
they can do for me but present
thewselves aud answer any ques-
tions I may put to them, I quite
admit they can do nothing; but that
dies not mend matters. What I
should like is & real test of their
capacity., Shortly before the war a
San Francisco doctor discovered
that if a deop of a candidate’s blood
can be obtained on a piecce of blot-
ting paper it is poasible to discover
within half an hour what is wrong
with him physically, What I am
waiting for is the discovery of a
process by which on delivery cof a
drop of his blood or & lock of his
hair we can ascerfain what is »ight
with him mentally. We could then
have a graded series of panels of
cipable persens for ail employ-
ments, public or private, and not
allow any person, however popular,
to undertake the employment of
governing us unless he or che were
on the appropriate panel.

At present not more than two
per million of the Ceyionese popula-
tion would bLe available for the
highest panel—te act as Prime
Ministers; as Ministers for Catholic
Solidarity, Foreign Affairs, Finance,
Justice; as Governors. 1 should
then be in no danger of electing
someone and finding that he conid
neither read nor write well, My
choice of candidates would be per-
haps more restricted than at present;
but I do not desire liberty to cheo:e
windbags or nincompoops to repre-
sent me in the State Council; and
iy power to choose between one

candidate and another would give

me as much control as is possible
or dssirable.

Pending such a completion of
the American doctor's discovery,
how are we to go on?  Well,
best we can, with the sort of gov-
ernment that onr present Deoncugh-
miore (do-no more) Constitution pro=
duces. BSeveral reforms are possible
without Mr. G. G, Ponnambalam’s
discoveries  Our presenf Btate
Council is obsolete (so said ex-
Mayor Dahanayake and Sir Baron
Jayatilaka': it can no more do the
work of a modern State than
Vijaya's boat could do the work of a
Pacific liner. We need in Ceylon,
a Federal Upper House (meeting at
Colombo); two federal legislative
Lower Houses (meeting at Jaffna
and Kandy), working on the parlia
mentary party system,—if any

We need a central authority to
co-ordinate the federal work, That
authority need not be the Governor;
a War Cabinet (under a  Prime
Minister elected from the Upper
House) could take over the whole
responsibility of Government. The
Cabinet resigns if the opposition ot
the Catholic Solidarity (whichever
is greater) successfully manipulates
a vote of censure and the whole
game begins delightlully again
One of the best things the country
could do now is to return the State
Councillers in toto to the Upper
House. Then either Mr D. B
Senanayake or MMe. S. W-R. Dias
Bandaraoaike becomes  Prime
Minister; in the latter event Mr. G
G, Ponnambalam gets a minister-
ship —if we forget that dark borse,
Prolessor Suntheralingam  who
might troop in by some wmathe-
matical method best known to him!

Our, obsolete little Sinbalese and
Tamil fronliers must be obliterated,
and our units of local government
(Municipalities, Urban Couneils
and Village Committees) enlarged
to dimensions compatible with re-
cent advances 1l communication
and co operation. Commonwealth
affairs and international afiairs will
have to be respectively prowided for
throungh a Commonwealth War
Council (on which Ceylon is repre-
sented) and a rejuvanated League of
Nations or United Nations' Coun-
eil. All the pseundo-democratic
obstructive funections of the Execu-
tive Committee Systera of Govern-
meot shonld go west where Col
Oliver Stanley wishes to try it on
the M, Ps. Mere archaic pational
sovereignty as distinguished from

self-:government  will  have no
WEAning.

Still  when  everything has
been done that can be done,
civilisation ~ will  still be depend-
ent on the consciences of the
governors and the governed. We

bave been badly brought wp, and are
full of anti-social personal ambitions
and prejudices and snobberies. Had
we not better feach cur children to
be befter citizens than overselves?
We are nob doing that at present
The Russians gre. Think it over.
And now I hope to teach belter
in the classtoom.

G: A- TO REPORT ON
DISTURBANCE AT
VASAVILAN—PALALY

M-, A. Mahadeva, Minister of
Home Affairs, has asked the Gov-
ernment Agent, MNorthern Prz.
vince, to submit fo bim a report
on the disturbance on Friday
evening in the village of Vaza-
vilaa  where it is reported 35

bouses and 5 boutiques were burrt,
with a view {o considerinz the
question of compensation to those
who bave suffzred loss.

as

Meanwhile the local police have | Unmanufaetured

beea reinfore=d by a sub inspector
and 10 constables from Colomba
who are patrolling the area.

The Mipister has also instructed
the Government Agent to reader
immediate relief to the victims of
the ovtrage.  Relief is being giv-
en at the rate of Rs. 10 per adult
wale, Rs, 7 50 per adult female
and Rs 5 per child, Witk a view to
preventing the la'yourers comiog
into contact with the wvillagers, a
special canleen and a stcre are
being sat up for them io the labour
camp.

Mr. Mahadeva
Board of Ministers gn last Moo=
day of the causes that led to the
disturbance and the steps that he
had taken to grant relief to the
victims and to preyset a recur-
r:nce of the trounble.

Abont 14) labourers were pre-
sent at the inquiry beld at Malla-
kam,

On Monday, in the pres:znce of
thz Magistrate and  Aszistant
Superinteadent the injured per-
sons identified those who had
taken part in the aflray.

The American Mission Tamil
School suffersd some damage to
its rcof, and it Fas been closed
for a few days,

TOBACCO SMOKING
MADE COSTLIER

INCREASED IMPORT DUTY

A notification issued by His
Excelleocy the Governor, under
the Revenue Prolection Qrdis
nance, states that from midnight
af September 27/28 the import
du‘ies of tobacco has been in-
creased, ;

The immediate result of this is
that the price of cigars, pipe to-
bacco and cigarettes has gons up,
In the case of cigarettes there is
an increese of fifty cents a tia.

Hooka and beedy tobacco and
snuff are exempt from this crder,
The new rates are as follows:—

Freferential General
Rate, Rate.
per lb.  pear lb.

Cignrettes Rs ¢, Rs ¢
{1) Manufastured in

British Empire

from Empire.grcwn

tobacco—

(2) suld wholesale at

not more thao Rs.
21 per Ib, net
(b) sold wholesale at
more than Rs, 21
per lb. net
(i1) Manufactured in

British Empire from

forzign tobacco—
(a) sold wholesale at
not more than Ks,
21 per Ib. net

(b) =old wholezale at
more than Rs, 21
per Ib. net

(iii) Manufactured in

the British Empire

from Empire-grown

& f{creign tobicco

at rates interme-

diate between (i)

and (ii) above ace

cording to the cer-
tified proportion of

Ewmpire and foreign

leaf content
{(iv) Manufactored {in

foreign cotntries
Cigars

icformed ibe

150

16 0

15 50

16 50

i7 0
Cigars 170 18 0
Tobacco

Manufactured tobsac-
co not elsawhere -
snecified,other thaa
hocka and beedy
tobacco and soudf 14 0 14 75
110 140
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THE CHICAGO PARLIA-
MENT OF RELIGIONS

Continued from page 1

her children from all boads and
fetters,

Mr. R. L. Pereira K, C., refer-
red to the prevalence of rampant
materialism in thes West and the
gradual submergence of spiritua-
lism.

The Chicago exhibition to which
Swami Vivekananda bad gone
was nothing more than a mere
money-grabbing exhibition, Their
own representative, Anagarika
Dharmapala, had also caught the
eye of America, thovgh not in the
same measure as Swami Viveka-
nanda. and that visit had done
much to advance the cause o
Buddhism in Americi.

He remembered the reception
given to Swami Vivekananda in
Colombo on bhis return from
America to [ndia. He wasg taken
to the reception by his father and
wbat impressed him most was
that the Swami was a militant
Hindu churchman, who emgha-
sised the contrasts between the
materialism of the West and the
spiritualism of the East,

They found materialism not
only in the West butalso ia the
East, apd it was to s'em that
tendency that the Ramakrishna
Mission was trying to revivify ths
spirit of the Fast of o'd. Tolera-
tion was reaily necessary in all
religions.

Mr. J. A. Martensy, speaking as

a Chbristian, paid a trbute to
Swami Vivekananda, The!-
materialists of Europe and

America to whow Mz, Pereira bad

referred were not, be said, the
band to which Christians ‘be
longed’. 1t had so bappencd that

the West had gradwally imbibed
those ideas and that Christianity
had become a religion of the
West. But, Christianity bad
started in the East and it had &
force which they should =all re-
cognize. 'T'a= spirit of tolerance
of whizh Swami Vivekananda was
a great expocent, was felt by the
Christians also,

Mr N. K. Choksy said
Swami Vivekaninda had taken
the message of the Eternal God
to the land of the Almighty
Dollar.

Dr. T, Naliainathan

that

referred to

the broad outlook brcught about
among the Hindus by Swami
Vivekapanda and the Rama-

krishna Miszion,

Swami Vipulananda described
the scene in Colombn whsan
Swami Vivekanands returned to
the East after bis triumpbant tour
of the West. He quoted extracts
from the address preseetsd to the
Swamiji in Colecmbo and from
his reply to the address.

It was announced that a»
anonymous benefactor was donat-
ing asum of Rs 1090 to the
Vivekananda Socicty in  com-
memoration of the fiftieth anni-
versary of the Parliament of Ile-

ligions,
ltems of devotional music
were contributed by Mr K,

Kumarakulasingam and Srimathi
Janaki Ramaswamy Reddiar.

Swami Siddhatmananda thank-
ed tbe speakers and all others
who helped to make the celebra-
tions a suceess. Prasadam was
then distcibuted to all those who
‘were present and th: meeting
came to a close with the singing
¢f Thevaram.

FOOD SHORTAGE IN
INDIA

Th= “Manchester Guardian”writ-

'ing on the food situation ia India

zayst “Mr. Amery’s reply did not
amount to much more than that
the authorities would do what
they could, but everytbing was
very difficalt. To make difficul-
ties worse, we have the breach
between the DBritish Govaroment
znd Indian public opinion. That
means that the most active and
intelligent Indians wiil be reluc-
tant to co-operate wilh or support
tha Governmeat in a crisis in
which the adminpistration, above
all, needs tbe co-operation and
seppert of leaders of public ori-
pion in citizs and in villages, Our
Govarnment nreds to thiok again
and to discover bow to make a
change in the feelings with which
Iadia watches our work,?

UNDERSTAFFED
PROVINCIAL HOSPITALS

The “Ceylon Daily News"
writest—

It is understood that the Exe-
cutive Com uittee of Health has
requested the Director of DMedi-
cal and Sanitary Servicas to con.
sider whether it would be poszsible

as a temporary measure to re.
duce the stafls in somz of the
Celombo hozpitals and eaploy

per:onnel thus relcaced from their
posts 1o Colorsbo iasztitutions to
fill vacint posis at oth-r czatrzs,
The Executive Committer, it is
leatned, made thiz propcsal at 1is
last meeting in view of the fact

Vacancy—Fiscal’s Office,
Jaffna.

Applications are invited from retired
afficars of the Genera! Claricai Serv'ce with
experience of I"iscal's procedure, or other
suitable persons, to fill a vacancy in the
Jaffna Fisc.l’s Office.

Applicants must be prepared to servs in
any capacitys Applications must be made
on or before 6-10-43 in the prescribed form
which may be seen on the nolice board of
the Jafina Fiscal's Olfice.

Any attempt to influence the decision of
the undersigoed by personal interview Ly or
on behalf of any applicant may disqualify
such candidate from appointment- Appli-
eations addressed to the undersigned per-
spnally will be rejected

Jaffna, R, M. DAVIES,
24=9-43, Fiscal, N, F.

G, 26- 39-9-43 and 4-10+43,

DENTAL SURGERY,
JAFFNA

Mr, S, Chas. FPathirana,
Licensed Dentist and Optician
will be abt the Dental Surgery,
43, Main Street, Jaffna, from the
3rd to the 15th of every month.

KURUNEGALA
BRANCH

From the 20th to the 30th
he will be ab bis branch Dental
Surgery, opposite Courls, Karu-
negala.

His Jaffoa Patients arg ad-
vised to make prior appoint-
ments, if possible, by writing to
his Korunegala address.

(Mis 98. 5-8—31-12.43))

that many hospitals ia proviccial
cenir2s are ab preseat uadec-

staffed,

SALEM AND COIM
SUITABLE FOR

LIMITED STOCKS

(Mis. 123, 23,30-9—7, 14-10-43)

AT REGULATED RATES,

Benares Sarees, Silks and Tissues,
Bangalore and Xashmir
Pure Silk Sarees.

——SHOP EARLY. ’
THE JAFFNA APOTHECARIES CO- ]

NEW ARRIVALS

PRINTED COTTON VOILLE SAREES!

BATORE SAREES! ‘
ALL OCCASIONS

Authorised Capital
Amount of Calls made

SHARES :

CURRENT ACCOUNTS

FIXED DEPOSITS
6 % respectively.
Colombo and the

arrangements.

accepted.)

(Y. 164, A, 21-11-41—20-11-43.)

THE JAFFNA MUTUAL
BENEFIT FUND LTD.

(Established

BANKERS. |

8000 shares of Rs. 100/- each. ' 75 monthiy
instalments of Re. 1/- per share will earn
Rs. 100/- for each at the end of the period.
Shares issued all times.
opened and interest allowed
at 1% per annum on the average monthly
balance when it does not fall below Rs. 500/=.
received for periods of 3, 6, 9 and
12 months and interest allowed at 1, 2, 4 and

DRAFTSJissued on the National and Imperial Banks to
Remiitances to and from F. M. S. by special
INDIAN MONEY bought and sold

LOANS on the security of Jewels a speciality. Interest
charged at 9% per amnum (Part payments

FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS APPLY T0:

1918)

Ks. 800,000.00
Rs. 134,367.00

Principal cities of India.

S. KANAGASABAIL
Shroff,

(T's)

ACQUISITION OF FOOD
SUPPLIES

Continued from page 1

auzterity standards in the bettzi-
off classes of society. If the m'a
nimum standard of one Ib. per
adult per day cannotbe guaranteed
cut of home-supplies, then im-
ports must be arranged for.

The case for rationing is closely
examined. The main poiot is
that rationing is the only method
of killing ths queue which not
only causes great hardship, but is
a main cause cfunrest, It is im-
sjoszible, uoder rationing, to guze
rantee any section of the coms=
munity its babitual foodgrains in
the normal quaatities in which
these are coniumed, This follows
inevitably, for instance, {from the
prevailing ricz-shortage,

The essence of rationiag lies in
good administration. The Report,
therefore, calls for drastic enforces
ment of thelaw, specially in the
early ctages, whea attempts at
:abotage and evasion are likely to
be most frequzat, Brt the report
also recognizes that epfcrcement
iz made very difficalt unless there
is wi'ling co-operation oo the part
of the public. It is considered
essertial, iberefere, that Provinces
and States should set up advisory
bureavs to which the public can
tarn for detailed guidance and
advice, and that the rationing au-
tacriti:s should szek the positive
assistance of public=spirited citi-
zens by sctling up non-offizial
advisory committees. The assist=
ance of ladies cf all communities
is particularly called for.

Unless the public is to be put to
very gre.t inconvenience ‘through
ielays, it is ogcessary to make use
»f the normal machinery of the
cetail trade, and the Report lends
10 suppert to the view that the
retail trade could be easily dis-
pensed wtth, At the same time,
sltexmpts at sabotage must bz pat
lown with a stern bapnd by with-

irawal of the retailers’ licencs
and black-listing. Distribation of
toodgrins through  Employers'

Aszociations and Consumers’ Co.
operative Socielies should not be
discouraged, I[n fact, the Jatter
form of distribation should be
positively encouraged, subject to
the principle that evaryore should
be treated alikzino all essential
respects,

Apart from the rationing of
foodgrains, the Report recognises
that there ar: a variely ol other
problems which require to be dealt
with, The Food Department 1i8
desired to coosult the expert nu=
iritional authorities cn the im-
plications of the policies it 1s proe
Josed to 1mplements It view of
the food crisis, the Department 1s
1sked to iavestigite the possib.=
{1ty of individual rationing of su-
zar and milk—the last food have
iog, of course, a peculiar bearisg
upoa the health of women and
children.

As regards rural areas—where
th:re may also be serious mal=
nutrition aad shortage—the Re=
port r cognises t'at general ratioa-
ing is impossible, but it points
out that in famine or semi-famiane
areas, distribution (annot bz let
tn the pormal channels of trade
and Government action is abso-
lutely imperative.

Statutery Price Control

Altbough unable to attain com.
plete unaaimity oo the queskion,

Continuzd on ‘page 4
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Continued from Page 3.

the overwhelming majority of the
Committee came to the corclusion
that statutory price-control of all
the major foodgrains should be
instituted in all Provinces and
States,

The Report quite recognises
that the growth of a “black
market" is a serious danger, and
consequently urges that statutory
price-control is dependent, as
minimpm conditions of success,
upon an effective precurement
machinery, effective control over
transport and drastic enforzement
of the declaratlon of slocks
through the Food Grains Control
Order. The chances of success
are maximised if there are, in ad-
dition, Ceatral and Provincial
and States Reserves,

. The Report argues the case for
Central control over statutlory
prices, It should have the right
to suggest changes of prices, up-
wards and downward:. As far as
possible, regional prices should be
the aim, throngh co-operation- be:
tween the Provinces and the
States of a particnlar region.
Disputes between the Provinces

and the Centre as to price changes

=

should be referred toa Standing
Committee on Prices, represenia-
tive of the Centre, the Provinces
and the States, the producers and
the trade, In consid ring the ap-
propriate level of regional prices,
the cultivator’s co.ts shounld be
taken into account,

Whilst not opposing the po'icy
of selling foodgrains at reducad or
preferential prices to certain sect-
ions of tbe population the Report
insists that .such a policy can
never solve the general problem
of food supply and should never
be regarded as an effeetive substi-
tute for an integrated focodgrains

policy.
Sir P. Thakurdas's Minute

“A dispassionats review of the
results of Governmeit eflorts to
conteol foodgrains shows that the
class of people which have bene-
fited the least are the poorest
section of the people for whom
these conirols were oslensibly
instituted. The greatest benzfi-
ciaries, on the other band, ace the
Defence Department, the agencies
of the U, K. C. C. and the well-io-
do class who could afford to
get their requirements from the
nunierous and flourishing black
markets where even the Goavern-
ment is reported to have fre-
quently resorted, for procuring
their own nezds. These pheno-
mena must be primarily ascribed
to the extremely defective system
of distribution operating in the
various provinces’, says Sir
Purshotamdas Thakurdas, in bis
sopplementary minutz oo the Re-
port of tbe Feodgrains  Policy
Committec  Sir  Purshotamda:
adds, “With insufficient and uu-
realiable statiscal data available
on the sabject of producticn aad
consumption of food_rains, and
the inept and uosatisfactory
machiaery for distribution, it
would be a blunder of the first
magnitude for Government to
continne to work on the same
lines as bitherto. Usztil the dis-
tributive machinery -is_adequate
and the Provincial Administra
tions are satisfled that thzir owno
requirements, segarding the inter.
ests oi the growers, are properly
copgidered, and not unduly sacri-

ficed, the only measure which
would restore confidence is for
the central Government to supples
ment the resources of the country
by substantial and speedy imporis
of wheat from abroad, -

“The introducticn of systems
which have bezn in vogue, in the
U. K, though they might have
worked successfully there, will
lead to further confusion and de-
terioration of the situation, apart
fron the immease scope it s
likely to afford for bribery and
corruption  which have Leen
rampant at every stage in (he
existing distributive machinery,”

Proceeding, be says, *Ihe dis-
position to procure and distribute
s 1py lies of foodgrains, 1nerely by
the issue of Ordinaoces, nolificas
tions and decrees must be dis-
couragzd, not only because these
have proved utterly ineffective,
and certainly not enhasnced the
prestize of the Administration,
but because they are oot al pre-
sent the proper approach for the
solution of the enormovs proklem
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WAR SAVING

SAVINGS
For “particulars apply to:
THE COMMISSIONER WAR SAVINGS MOYEMENT

which faces the Governm=nl and
the people at present moment.”

Referring to rationing schemes,

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas says,

“The suoccess of rationing in
Burma is no'index of ite suitabi.
lity hers, It i3 clear that in Bri-
tain the spade work for the says-
tem of ratiopiog had besn com-
pleted and the -administrative
machioery periected nearly
months before the outbreak of the
present war. ‘The U, K. Govern-
ment had accumulated stocks ol
foodgrains and has been paying
hoge subsid es for the Food De.
partment, All these desiderata
are admittadly abssnt in Iadia,
My colleagues are mble to re.
commend rationing oaly 1o res
pect of arban areas with a popo-
lation of a lakh or more, which
means that over 50 ner cent of
the people are excinded from
what purports to b2 a scheme of
fair, equitable and effective dictri-
bntion. There is a serious dan-
ger that in a couotty, which has
been economically lying on the

TARGET

Rs.

10,000,000

GET YOUR AMMUNITION
HELP TO HIT THE TARGET

by subscribing liberally
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border lines of subsistence, ro=
tioning calculations may not only
go astray but may actoally bave

less and driving the rural popula-
tion to the towns, as bad been re-
cently happening in Calcutta. The
problem is primacily and  pre-
dominantly one of ‘sopplies, and
tben of effectively distribuating
them."

Dealinz  with "“Grow More
Food" suggestions in the Report,

recommendations of th: Come
mittes are really lopg-term sug-
gestions and however urgent and
desirable io  themselves, will
nzither affect the existing sitna«
tion por yizld any immediate re-
sult. [ must, however, stress the
fundamental importancs of the
transport machinery of the coun-
hiry such as it is, road, water or
eail, Next to procurement, quick
and efficient transport without
“5oksheesh™ is of the graatest im-
portance,
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the effect of rendering the rural -
areas destitute and utterly help=-

Sir Parshotamdas says: “All these -
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