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THE PRESENT SYSTEM

OF EDUCATION.

O . e S |

Special Committee’s Analysis
0f The Defects.

The following is the aonﬁinuatign
of the cbservations of the Stlalocml
Committes on Education on the E-Ire’
gent Defects”- The earlier portion
appeared in the Hindu Organ of the
15th inst.

The Committee writei— o5

“Phers is no evideace that ability
depends on the size of the father's in-
come and the loss to the uountr‘y
caused by tha ceries of economic
barriers praseuted by its educational
structure must be cogsiderable. Iu
_ other countries there are means by
which the ablest of tha poorest
classes can go as high as these  of
equal ability in other classes. ‘In
Ceylon there are few suth opporiu-

pitiess The fault must not be atbri.}

buted wholly to Government, por
wholly te the fact that mearly all
gecondary education is in l’-h_e hands
of denominational bodies; in most
countries thers are large enfiowment_s
provided by “pious and immortal”
benefactors for the education of “poor

goholars”. In Ceylon the _lqeal
authorities, namely, the Mummpal
Councils, Urban Councils, and

Village Committees do not bear any
ghare of the financial responsibility
for education and the Central qu-
ernment has all along found from its
revenue the entire public expeodibure
on education. Although the Educa-
tion Ordinance of 1939 providea for
the devolution of this responsibility
on local bodies there is no prospect
of these provisions being given effect
to in the near future. The country
has not been fortunata too in  the
matter of private endowments or
benefactions for th3 educational
cause. There are just a handful of
guch endowments and let us  hope
that for ths future public-spiribed
citizens of affluence will come for-
ward to demonstrate in a conerebe
manner their enthusiasm for the
cause. It must, however, be admitted
that the Assisted schools have been
doing samethiog i thiz direction by
awarding  scholarships aad f_ree
places to enable paeor an_d deserving
children to prasecuts their sbudies at
such schools, -
Ancther Defect

A fourth major defect is that” com-
pulscry education” is in substantial
moasure not compulsory, This is
dus to a variety of cavses, such as, an
insufficiency of sehoals to fake in all
the school gaing children in certain
areas, the poverty and afpat.by of
parents and cerfain dificulties in ea-
foreing tha law relating to com-
pulaory atbendance. Hver sincs !.he
introduction of the new QConstitubion
o Buztained effort has been made by
Government to put up more schools
in areas insufficiently served but the
pace has notheen rapid o cover the en-
tire gap in the gchool system, We may
alsorefer here to ths indifference shown
by local authorities to this question,
We ars infermed thatin the city of
Colcmbo ifs3lf thers are many child-
gon not attending school kecause thera

arang fras schools for them, We
understand bhat some time ago the
Ezecubive Committes of Rducation
proposed 0 the Municipal Counecil
that, it the'Oouncil would eet apart
suitable land for the purpose, Govern-
ment would put up the necessary
schools, Had the Couacil scceded
to this preposal, the blot of thousands
of childrea in the city of Ceclombo
going without schooling would have
have bzea remoyzd. We cannot omit
t> emphasize that our educational
gystem cannot be satisfactory until
sahools are provided for all the child-
ren of the Isiand Bwithout exception,
We deal in & later chagter with the
laxity of the compulsory attendance
law and file apathy of parents in the
matter of their childten's
education and suggest waye and
medns of combating them. We may,
however, note in  passing  thab the
provision of free midday meals in the
[ree gchools in certain  areds of the
Island has contributed a great deal
fo the improvement of attendance ab
schools, We do not agree that the
poverky of parents should bs accepted
ag an excuse for exsmpting children
from” school atbendanca. In Great
Britain no exemptions are permibted
up to the ags of 14 and recent legis-
lation has raised the age (subjech to
excaplion under shringent conditions
to 15, Proposals are now being
made fo inerease the compulsory
minimpum to 16, If the State decides
that every child should be educated
up to the aze of 14 at least, ths State
sbould see that the rule is enforced.
The lack of a proper school survey
and funds for the provision of new
sohools are defscts which will be dis-
cussed in detail in the Chapter on
“Educational, Administration”,

Other Defects

“Thera are cther defects, of less im-
porbanes, to which we draw attention
in subsequent chapters and for which
we suggest remedies. Some of the
more importaot of thess are fhe fol-
lowing:—

(1) The inadequacy, in many cases,
of bchool grounds, buildings and
equipment especislly for practical
work:

{2) The domination of curricula
by examinabions;

(3) Themarrownesa of ourricula,
espeecially in the secondary schools;

(4) The unsuitable nature of ex-
ternal examinations;

(6) The shortaze (and oltsn the
poor quality) of “books in Sinhalese
and Tamil;

(6) The laock of cuficient pro-
vision for the blind, deaf, dumb,
epileptic, crippled, mentally deficient,
and backward children;

(7) The inadequate provision for
adult edacation; and

(8) The abnormal percentsgs of
withdrawals of pupils at the end of
the primary stage:

(Uontinued on page 4)
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LIQUOR TABOO
PLEDGE.

Ten Ca—r;:lidates

Sign,

NEXT SATURDAY'S
U. C: ELECTIONS

The election of representatives in
the Jaffna Urban Council for eight
wards will take place on Satarday
next, the 27th inst.

Representatives for the four
other wards were declored elected
on the Nomination day, Maonday,
November 8, last,

Those so elected were Masars, C.
Ponpawpalam, ward 5, K. V, Sin-
naduarai, ward 6, V. 8. S. Coomara
gwamy, ward 7 and 8. Patanjali,
ward 8, -

The Contestants

The following are the contestants
for  the. respeclive wardsi—

Ward No, 1: 1. Mr, J. D. Veera-
singham (Green); 2. Mr. S. P. Nada-
rajn (Red}: 3. Mr, Ariya Pathirana
(Yel'ow). Ward No. IT: 1. Mr, ]
Patrick (Green,; 2 Mr. Vilal A,
Moses (Yellow). Ward No. IIE 1.
Mz, V. A. Thuraiappah (R=d); 2. Mr.
J. Sebastiampillai (Greea); 3. Mr, V,
Suppiah (Yellow). Ward No, IV: 1.
Mr. P, Casipillai (Red); 2. Mr V.
M. Baravanamutby (Grezn), Ward
No.IX: 1. Mr. S. M, M. Aboabucker
(Yollow); 2. Mr. 8. M. Abduleader
(Red). Ward No, X; 1. Mr, Sam A,
Sapapathy (Red); 2. Mr- A. Kanaga
sabai (Green). Ward No. XI: 1. Mr.
C. T. Navarabpam (Yellow); 2. Mr.
S, R, Thalayasinghim (Gz=e=n); 3, Mr.
C: C. Somasszaram-(Red). Ward No.
XIL; 1, Mr, P. Mortimar (Greea); 2.
M, B. T, Hixcheock (Bed).

Y. M. C, A, Move

The Jaffua Y. M.C, A. Board
of Directors with some friends
decid d to endeavour to en-
courage the eandidates fo avoid the
use of lignor in the election cam-
paigus. To achieve this an appeal
was made to all the candidates o at-
tend a meefing in orvder to sign a
declaratica that they would not use
lignor to influence public opinion
during the election campaigns.

As a result of this appeal the
following fen candidates signed the
above pledge,

Fort Ward: Messrs, J. D Veera.
singham, S. P, Nadarajah and Ariya
Pathirana; Columbuthurai Ward:
Messrs. L', Cas'pillai snd V, M
Saravanamutto: Muslim Ward: Mr.
8. M. M. Aboobucker; Bazaar Ward:
Mr, Sam A. Sabapathy; Station
Ward: Messrs. C, T, Navaratnam
and S, B. Thalayasingham; Chundi
kuli Ward. Me, P, Mortimer,

At the public mesting on BSatur-
day eveniog under the Chairman
ghipof Mr, A, V. Kulasingham
Rev, J. 5. Mather, and Messrs. V,
Sittampalam and V, Muathukumara
M. A, outlined quite clearly the
need for recognition of the responsi
bility of the yougs

MINORITIES AND
THE REFORMS.

Mr. R, E. Jayatilleke
For Weightage. |

BANDARAWELA MEMBER'’S
FLEA FOR 'GESTURE"™

Puttur, Saturday.

“I am not a communal thiokes”,
said Mre, R, E, Joyatilleke; mem-
ber for Ruaoweia in the State
Council at a public meeting held
this morning uonder ths auspices
of the Valikamam East Teachers
As:gziation, at the Sri Somas-
kanda English School, Puttar,
Mc, J. 8. Chelliah presiding,
“Most of our leaders in the couns
try have risen through communag=-
lism and by trotting out the com=
munal éissue. I am for a United
Ceylon. No Reforms are worth
having in this country unless they
are accepiable to the minorities,
The nwmerioally superior cown«
munity should hava no fear that
the minorsties may oust them’’
said the speaker.

In the present scheme of Re«
forms, continuzd the speaker, there
was talk of mioority interests
bei: g overlacked. He would be
bappier if the Btute Council had
(e op poriunity «f diszussiog ths
scheme, befcre it was sebmitted
to the Szcretary of State foc (he
Goloaiez

Indians in Ceylen

Tadians in this country saught
the right to exercize the fraachise
albzr five years' residencs, Another
ection of Indians wanled the
vote and equality of rights on<a
gar with the  Ceylonese. Were
they io a pesition to absorb the
lwo million Indians in this coun=
1y 45 Ceylonzce rabionals? The
glo"lem of landlessness im this
couatry was so great, About 43
mill:on C:ylones: did not own
land. The right to vots might,
bows:vzr, bz coaceded to Indians
More rights cculd be given if they
renounc:d all ties with India and
became Ceylonised,

Mr, Jayati l-ke was of the opi-
aicn that the reformed council
should have 100 members with
constituencies sp delimited as to
give the minority commuaiti=s
reasonable weightage,

“A gesture to the minorities
should come from the majority
commuaity,” siid Mr, J. G,
Rajakuvlendran, wmember for
Bandarawela, who alse addreszsd
the meeting. At present the
'eaders of the majority commu-
pity unfortunatsly gave the
minorities cause for fear and
unres®, They were anxious to
j7in the major community in the
fight for Reforms, During  his
tlectisn campaiga people from
Uolombo came apd urged the
Sinhalese voters mot to- vote for
bim because he was a Tawil,

™
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MORE MUDDLING.

It 13 A PITY THAT THE AD-
journment motion presented by
Mr. T, B. Jayah with reference
to the Ministers’ attitude fo-
wards the scheme of reforms
had to be ruled out by the
Speaker. The motion was as
follows: "That in view of the
statement of the Leader of the
House that the scheme of
constitutional reforms may be
forwarded to the Secretary of
State for the Colonies by the
Ministers before the Hcouse
resumes in the New Year, I ask
leave to move the adjournment
of the House to draw the at-
tention of the House to (1) the
dissatisfaction among the mino-
rities at being excluded from
the consideration of the all
important question of the re-
form of the constitution, and
(2) the desirability of presant-
ing a united front on-constitu-
tional issues and the undesira-
bility of any piecemeal amend-
ment of the constitution’. The
importance and urgency of the
motion, particularly in view of
Mr. Senanayake’s statement
that the scheme is sfill in
course of preparation, cannot
be denied. The object of the
motion was to persuade the
Ministers to refrain from en-
dangering the upity of the
people on vital political issues,
The reluctance of the Leader

-of the House to take the mino-

rities into his confidence in
preparing the scheme of re-
forms will destroy not only all
chances of maintaining the
little unity that exists buatb also
all hope of the majority com-
munity itself arriving at an
enduring settlement regarding
the political future of the is-
land. We would draw the atten=
tion of Mr. D. 8. Senanayake
to the invidious position
in which he is placing one of
his colieagues—the Minister
for Home Afiairs. We wel-
comed the inclusion of Mr, A
Mahadeva in the Ministry as an
earnest of future co-operation
between the majority com-
munity and the - minorities.
Mr. Senanayake would be
making the greatest mistake of
his career if - he- thought that
the presence of Mr. Mahadeva
in the Ministry would by itself
suffice to secure the adherence
of the Tamils to any scheme of
reforms prepared by him with-
out consultation with the vari-

ous communitiess Let there
be no misunderstanding. We
believe that the minorities

themselves ave agreed on the
need for self-government on
the basis of a better scheme of
representation for all sections
of the people. The represent-
ation of the minorities under

the Donoughmore Constitution
is totally inadequate, The
question is really not one of
“fifty-fifty” on the one hand
and territorial representation
by rule of thumb on the other,
The real grievance of the minor-
ities is that the representation
conceded to them lacks the
weightage which, without en-
oroaching on the rights of the
majority community, would
make the support of the mino-
rity representatives attractive
to any majority party aspiring
to power. This weightage can
be conceded by the leaders of
the majority community with-
out any injury to bheir own
interests, wunless their oane
ambition is to deny the mino-
rities all share of political
power. It is for this reason
that the minorities, as rightly
pointed out by Mr. Jayah,
are opposed to any piecemeal
amendment of the Constitu-
tion. It would appear from
the statements made by Mr.
D. 8 Sepanayake from time to
time that the idea of the
Board of Ministers is to se-
care the approval of the
Secretary of State for the
Colonies for a scheme prepared
by them aiming at the creation
of a system of responsible seli-
government, and to leave the
question of representation to
be considered by a Parlia-
mentary Commission along
with other matters. We Ileel
that this is an attempt fo
place the minorities in a posi-
tion of positive disadvantage,
and the Lieader of the House
would have done well not to
have relied on the Declaration
by the Secretary of State as
authority for the proposition
that the scheme should be
submitted to the Secretary of
State first before the State
Coupcil is consulted. We
find that the Speaker too has
adopted  Mr., BSenanayake's
interpretation. In an inter-
esting letter to the press, Mr.
@G. A. Wille points out that the
Ministers’ original view of the
matter was quite different and
he quotes the following
passage from Hansard of
August 12:

“Mr. Wille: [ heard it  suggested
that the Ministers were going to "put
forward their scheme without con-
gulting us. (Ministerss No) “The
Hon'ble Mr. D. S, Benanayake: I
could nebunderstand what the hon’ble
membser meant when lie aaid thabk the
M pisters intended putting forward a
scheme without consulting the mem-
bers of the House™

We are glad to note that Mr
R. B: Jayatilleke, Member for
Ruanwella, who was recently
in Jaffna, supported the de-
mand that the State Couneil
ghould be consulted belore a
scheme is submitted to the
Secretary of State and the
claim of the minorities for in-
creased represenfation. We
trust that leaders of the majo-
rity community will follow Mr
Jayatilleke’s example and see
that the movement for self-
government does not degene-
rate into a series of quibbles
directed against the future of

the minorities,

Present Political
Position,

Will Reforms

Manoeuvre Succeed?

By JOS. I. GNANAMUTTU,

Member, State Counci!.

“Little things are great fo little
man'. Oar little Island's polities
loom large to us little islanders, The
greatest of world wars is on. We,
small people, were content to bide
for a time yet the exfravagances of

the Donoughmore order But our
greab fellow islanders have ecried a
move-on, war or no war  There

fore is a cvisis being «forced npon us.
We have to accept the challenge
They agitated and almost had their
way five years ago  Countiog again
on, influential suppert and secret
manoeuvees, they hope this e too
to eucceed
Home Rule for Ceylon

They want home rale. So do we
They want no more imperialist in-
terference with Ceylon's concerns,
So do we. But “actunally as a matter
of fact”—as their leader would pre
face—we go further, We think it
derogatory for home ruolers to be un-
able to settle homs= problems within
the home, The acid fest of our
afairs must be cur capacity, for this
initial act of stalermanship—to en-
able sons of our beloyed soil, in all
ainity, to order an amicable fature.
The - progressives so-called seek
foreign aid; the reactiovaries =so-call-
ed stand for self respecting indepen-
dence.

The Big Brother’s Gesture

One should bave expected the
elder to have called uap the younger,
rather than hasten to the step:mo-
therly masters abroad. Would it be
unfair to pub the case thus? “You
British are good, but your ways are
not ours, You have blundared often
but we shan't. Oaly help us now
to control our irvepressible long-
winded eritics and to establish a
swaraj of cur own. You may then
depart in peace: There are not
wanting learned minority elements
eager to bow to e, but never to
you" Any litile rift in our ranks
will be used thus to neutralize the
just and s‘rong pesition which is

ours.
A Pathetic Plea

And yet the little brother pleads:
*loku aiyah, give us a chance to
speak before yon arm with the big
stick from Whiteha!l. We really
wish to co operate with you”. The
response: “very sweel of yon mial.
lie, but I must obey the big stick
first”. This, I should guess, on the
great principle; he securely com
mands who has learnt well o obey.

The power to command will be
there, once if is secured by this
newly developed cbedience! In rea-

lity the giant thinks he has the
strenglh; like a giant would he use it

Are We Weakening?

The minority Jeaders are
apparently learning wisdom; see
they are relenting—so think some
superlicial observers, The 50:50 was
just bluff, Come down to 40,69
soggests the political  petti-
fozger., Lt me say- out at
once: it is not by the haggling
technique of the bazaar that we
people of Ceylon shall make any
progress towards an uoderstanding.
The balaoce of power indicated by
that ratio is no more thaa the
minimum carrying every sanction of

{Continued on page 3.)

Ancient Political
[nstitutions.

—_—————

COMMUNALISM
DEFINED.

By R, C. P,

Cur indigeaous systsm of gov-
ernment denoted by the name
communalism, as has been ex.
plained in a previous comtribu-
tiop, had its root in the family.
Authoritarian  coatrel  is  the
ezsznce  cf the family system,
There 13 reison to hold that
the 1astitutios 13 a successor of
the tribal or clan life, Between
the plaoned social life of the
‘familiar’ groups aed the tribal
life, there 1s reason to assuma,
ard seme saociologists have ad.
vanced the bypotbesi:, that our
ancestors set up the individualist.
ic concep io2 of lifz and lived it,
Ia the trigl, it must bave beeg
found, as that life ja Egrope
manifests itself today, t2 leaa to
unrest, discentent, unemploy.
ent, dispules, grabs, disordered
sccnomy, in'ernecine wars and
olber abomircations, and abap-
doged. It was then that commu-
ngl life emerged in the process of
evolution.

Dravidian Contribution

The division of society into
s=clicns on the bas 5” of vocation
mus. be iaken a5 a contribulion
of Dravidian genius to (he -
Aryans who immigrated = intg
[odia. Wedavot fnd such or
similar  organisation . . among
Aryans who  went westward
aseitber in Greece nor in Rome,
The communal way of life seems
to afford longevity of lifs 1o
votary nations; for, llome and
Greece bave perishad,while we and
the Aryans of India bave lived and
do so still with our heritage of
culture and traditions preserved,

Europzan System

The Euaropein system of gova
erhment is founded on he
analy izal jurispradence i, life is
individualiebie, Its politic 1 struce
ture is the ceperation of the india
vidual and taz State, as two
cadically absolute and €ven
oppos.d elem>nts. Its empha=
sis  lies oo individual richts
acd the power of thte Siate
This way cf life is one which we
had lonz by-passed on the ground
af unsuitability,

Qur iadigegous system of
govern nenl  rested on the (g
ordipation of duties and responsi.
bilities, This was effected by the
iocorparatica cf the grovp-wil)
into the lifz of the jndividual
ariented 10 diverse intermadiate
grovps b:itwees the individual
and the State. A myriad of free
voluatary gquasi-independent or.
gans of social government ccp.-
centrated on the - 1ndiv dval to
impart group-ideas in the reaj
geouine democritic way and in
the result, the cc-o:dination bea
came well-balancsd and stable
giving rise to a communal efhos
whbi b has been pervazive,

Field of Democracy

Early in our civilisation, it
camsz to be recognised thai_price
cipl s of -true damocracy were
dificult of application on largee
scalé areas of population, On the
group lile, guirantee fer equal op=
portuait es, equal chance of just.
ice, liberty and seli-determination
was found. Aoy genuine huma.
nitarianism maust be the result of
a gradual broadeuiog of those

(Continued o Page 3)
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20 MILLIONS
ONLY

Cost of Free

Education

—_——

State Schools

‘SOCIALIST COUNCILLOR
ON NEW SCHEME

Puttur, Saturday.

“The introduction of free education
ab the last moment into the Bpeecial
Committee’s Report some say may
sabotage the whole Report” declared
Mr. R. B, Jayatilleke M, S, C. ata
public meeting hsld today at the Sri
Somaskanda Englich Schoal, Pubtur,
under the auspices of the Valikamam
East Teachers’ Association, ‘The
mesting was organised to disouss the
Report which was published 1ecently.

“Vested interests always oppose a
free education ssheme,” contbinued the
speaker, ‘'No country except Russia
has entire free edueation. II tweaty
million rupees can be fouud by the
Treasury free education up to ths
Universiby is possible. Government
has at nc time been financinlly back-
ward in wafching imperial iaterests
and finding salaries for ths wupper
strata,

“The excass prefits fax brings in
one-third of the war expenditure in
Australia, Ceylon ccndiders it in-
opportune to increase the tax at the
moment and here the Board of Minis-

. ters has not been wise,

Equality of Opportunity

“Rupees Ten Million has been
earmarkedifor post=war reconstruction.
Why shouldn't we increasa the taxa-
tion of the pecple, now that hoarding
is common, and give the country free
education. All of us pay taxes direc-
tly or indirectly. Equality of op
portunity in education should be
afforded to onsz and all, Tha poor
and the rich do net vary in iatellec-
tual capacities. Asa Bocialist I shall
oppose aay alblempt to deny the
poor child the right to ba educafed,

“My frank wview is that BStats
Schools are ideal and should be en.
couraged, denominational Scheels
running as parallel insbitutions, Thers
will be survival of the fittest then.
Children shou'd receive iustruction
in their respective religions,

Salaries

*“In spite of ours beinz a noble
profession it is the mosh beggarly-

id service”, stressed Mr, Jayatilleke
‘Even in the new scheme the salary
scales do not compare favourably with
other services, I prefer family al.
lowances for all the ssrvices a3 war
allowances are not ocomparabively
fair, Ileadmasters and Principals
will benefit in tho new scheme ot
salaries more thano assistant masters.
Teachers’ Aszociationsand other orga=
nisations should create public
opinion on the Repsré as there is
no such thing as-public opinion in
this country,” concluded Mr., Jayn=
tilleke, ]

Free in Stages

“A local Committes is batter than
a forsign Commission,” said Mr, J. E.
Rajakulendran M. S, C. (Bandara-
wela), “but to some of us the whole
scheme appears Utopian. 1 pezrson.
ally feel that free eduoation is an
ambitious scheme as one of the terms
of reference for the Comimittee was
the limitation of expenditure cn edn
cation. I'ree edycation has its place
in & socinlised country; then medical
pervices too should be free, I feel
that education should be free in
tages.

“In North*and South Ceylon it is
quite convenient o have primary
education in the mother tengue. This
scheme may notdbe workable in the
primary classes of our towns where
the mother tongue varies, If the

geheme is workable it i3 a move in
the right direztion,
Teachers’ Salaries

“With regard to the question of
salaries the Commibtes had to pre-
sent 4 workable schewe. Free eduga-
tion is based on the wessumption that
those in the public serviess need hish
calaries no longer, It is nobt fair,
however, that teachers only urs to be
experimanted on and given basic
galaries and family allowaness. A
radiezl salary scheme az this should
affect all the services. - Teachers'
Association are forced to discuss
salaries as teachers are poorly paid,
but lead a different type of life from
that of the government servant” cen-
cluded Mr, Rajakalendran.

A Discussion

Soveral general praoblems were
raised whea the report was discussed
by the audience. Mr., S. Thani-
kasalam wanted tezchers' posbs to ke
reszrved for them when they went
for training, The speakers declared
that thiz was provided for. Mr, T.
KathiraVellu urged that the senior
schoolboy should be enablzd to pro-
cead bo the I1. S, C. of the Secondary
Schoal; otherwize equality of
oprostunity was being denied. Mr.
Jayatilleke painbed out that the sub-

jects of the senior and the se-
condary school were different;
option was provided at the eighth
standard.

Pensionable Allowancas

Mr. T. Kathira Vellu wanted
children’s sllowances also to ba made
pensionable and Mr, Jayutilleke as-
sured the mesting that the State
Council wounld consider thiz issue.
To Mr. V. Capazasabai's qusstion,
Mr. Jayatilleke replied that teachers
in gernics could accepb or reject the
new seales as far as their salaries
were cancerned, They ceuld mnot
have the allowances without tha new
basio salaries, :

Mr, J. S, OChellaiah said that
teachers’ salaries should not depend
on the sshool each taught ab., Rural
teachers had graver responsiblities
and should bs betber paid. Both the
State Councillors promisad to look
into this queskion,

Certificated Teachers

Mr. EathiraVellu- asked how
certificated teachers and others with
latermediate qualificitions would be
classified in the new dispensation.
Would these groups be classifisd as
approved  specialists?  Mr.,  Jaya-
tillzke promized to help these groups
in getting proper classification.

Mr, C. Saravanapavan wished o
know what would happen to 80 % of
the childeen going to practical
schools after Std. 5. Would they get
jobs?

Tone of a Schaonl

“Our experience ¢f state schools
has so far bean thatb there iz no tone
in most goveroment schools, In
the dencminational schools thers is
tong,”  sxid Mr, Rajakalsndran,
“Ave wo to sacrifice this tone?"

Mr, Jayatilloke said that state
schools should be the only meadium
of education i Coylen, No child
should unfortusafaly fall intoone way
of th'nking. Tone led to caste, aad
this bo “superior” fealinz, The state
school will eliminate this, let there
be survival of the fitiest rather than
children being faced with an atmos-
phere of intrigue and political inflg-
ence in bheir tender years,

Mr, Rajakulendran stressed that
mismanaged schools should automas
tically becomo state schools, Mr.
Chelliuh siated that Jaffoas experi-
ence of state schools wn3 none fioo
good, Attainment and inteiligence
wete nob two entirgly different things
as experts would have us believe.

Mr, Jayatilleko warmed shab the
present dillercntisting system was
so uusatisfactory that nobt five
per  c2at  of all schcol child.
ren passed the B, B, 0. examipa-
tion. The Commerce Department
was to open 100 indastrial schools
and & cement factory in Jallna next
year.

Mr, Chellaiah thanked thae Coun.
cillors for their attendance,

BATTICALOA
BY-ELECTION.

MR+ V. NALLIAH WINS
STATE COUNCIL SEAT

Me. V. Nalliah was declared
slected to reprzsent the DBatli-
caloa—Trincomales constitusncy
to the State Counzil, The by-
glection took plagce oa Saturday
last and the connting of vctes on
Tuesday,

‘The by-election was ths result
o. the expulsioa from membership
of the former representative Mr
E. R, Tambimuttu,

Mr. Nalliab, who i3 a graduate
of the London University, was un-.
til reczntly Saperintendent of the
Rural Training School at Batti-
caloa,

The voting was as followsi—
Mz, V, Nalliah, 4180; Mr. A. N.
M Mihilar 3981; Mr. K. Kanaga-

sabai 2438; Mr.C, W. Cioags-
sabey 2282; DMr. A. Canaga-
singam 1750 and Madaliar B

Namasivayam, 927,

The last two lose their deposils,
aot baving polled the minimum
cne eighth of ths total votes 1e-
corded,

PRESENT POLITICAL
FOSITION.

(Continued from page 2.)

the pre-Sinhalese regime, It is no
more the slogan of the Ponnam-
balam of ‘today than - that of the
Ponnambalam brothers of a more
liberal day.
A Case For Something
Better

Much water bas flown under the
bridges since the Minorities' Con-
ference of 1939, when the adhesion
of the European interests to the
cause of the minorities was taken for
granted. Does our subsequent ex-

perience justify that trust? More
oftfen than not has that block
proved pro-ministerial. How wonld
it not act in the dvy wood? A far-

seeing patriob suggests that 55 : 45
should be our slogan in existing
circumstances. -And bhe argues
thus: —

To Analyse

Take & hypothetical Council of
100, of which &7 seats wounld be
territorial, Would it be wrong to
agsume for the rmajor race ordi-
narily a voting strength of 55,
made up of:

45 their own percentage.

8 ont of 10 Kuropeaas,
2 out of 8 Barghers?

Thus 55 would be just a syuboiic
figure to be struck down to 45 for
practical purposes, Putiing asidc
the British commercial and planting
interests and the cultural and pro-
fessional interests of the DBurgher
commuunity, & possible strength of
13, what remains for the three racial
entitiecs—the Ceyloa Tamils, the
domiciled Indians and the DMuslims
—would be just 42,

Isn't that a defensible position?
If yes, let no oppasition frighten us
aor opportunism tura us
away from that objective,

RAMANATHAN DAY-

The Saiva Mangayar Sabai will
celebrate the Guaru Puja of the
latz 8ir P. Ramanathan on Zad
December at. Ramanathan Col-

leges

THE JAFFNA
HOSPITAL,

VOTE FOR MATERNITY
WARD EXTENSION:

The Exerutive Committes of
Health has, it is wunderstood,
sanctioned a SBupnlementary Esti-
mate of Rs, 68,000 for the cons-
truction of a Maternity Ward of

34 badiy in tke Jaffaa Civil
Hospital.
The Supplementary Estimate

will in due course be submitted to
the State Couacil for approval,

ANCIENT POLITICAL
INSTITUTIONS

(Continued from Page 2)

vary sympathies which make a
m3an a good nrighbour and patriot,
The gusrdon for grsat achieve-
ment 13 giined by strength ac-
quirzd by noble things doae near
ak bome. The group system is the
channel for practical expression of
those truths,

The We:tern Tendency

Thzre is evidence pointing that
the tendzncy of Europesa civili-
sation is towards crystallization in.
to industrial and political groupss
“Faoryears past French andGerman
jutists of repute have been expler-
ing the growing place of the
group-person io the modern state”
“In the opinion of eminent conti=
nental jurists the system of arlifi-
c'al territorial divisions and pum-
erical majorities are a sham and
delusion and they advocate the
frank and legal recognition of
Commerce, industry, proparty,
professions in the constitution of re=
presentative system.Thbe late Rame
sayMacdonald wrote,“many thiok-
ers as well as parliameatary
labourites are emphasing with
genuine warmth on th: substitu-
tioa of occupationa! constiluency
io place of the aatiquated local
refcrence.,” The line of party
cleavage in Engliad has become
a'mo:t  obliterated. Emergent
occasions have called for coali-
ticn govaroments which have
prcved their worth,

InThe U, S. A,

In the democratic U. S, A,
there is little party cleavage ig
the Senatz  or the H-uie of

Repres ntatives,  The so-called
“party-bosses” remain oulside the

goveroment, Thz President is a
noo-partisan and can be trusted
to bold ths balanse of justics

evea ia the interesis of natiogal
progress and social justice,

The o2ed that our pattera of
soc ety should bz altered to suit
the requirements of the moadern
conditions of life is obviocus; but
the way to do it is not to go hack
to the individualistic life which
we had loog by-passed because
of its uasuitabuivy aad its
tendency to feed the brutal
natite in wan,

- ——

A CORRECTION.

In my coatribution under  head
“Ancient political institutions” appearing
in your (ssue ol the 13¢h inst., I notice an
omission which, with your indalgence, I
wish (o be supplied, I should have said

that Mandalams or dissai wera presided over

by governoss appointed by the king {rom
the roysl family or the arislocracy» The
Governorsyiere  assisted by cabibets of
Minist .rs.

The Kingdom was constituted of a federa=
tion of Macdalams. The kiog was the head
of all the political institutions in the king-

dgm- He was invested &¢.
R, C. P
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ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL
SOCIETY FELLOWSHIP

——

Mr. Mahesa Sarma .
Elected

Mr. K.S. Mahbesa Sarma, Notary
Public, Karainagar, has been
elected a Fellow of the Royal
Astronomical Seciety (London)
He is the second . R, A. 5. from
Karainagar, the first being the
late Mr. Allen Abraham, B, A,
Professor of Mathemalics) Jaffna
College, Vaddukoddai, uaoder
whose guidance = Mr, Sarma
commenced his study of astro-
pomy, He is well versad in
Hindu Astronomy also,

FOSSESSION OF
DRUGS CHARGE.

MEDICAL PRACTITIONER
ACQUITTED

The cate in which the Jaffaa
Police charged Mr. E. P. Canaga.
sabai, of Vaonoarpapnai, with
possessing a quantity of M &b
693 tablets without declariog
stock came on for hearing before
the Jaffoa Magistrate oa Satur-
day last 7

The Magistrate acquitted che
deferdant aud ordsred the return

of the seized drugs after the
apptalable time.
Mr. S,de La Harpe, Chiel

lnspector conducted the prozecu-
tice. Mr. A. Sambandan, ins
tructed by Messrs. H., R. Aria-
cutty, R, R, Nalliab aad A,
Singaretnam defended.

The prosecuting
stated that on 17th  Jaly,

Inspsactor
he

geized a stock of M &B 693
tablets along with other con-
trolled drugs from the de-

fendant’s dispensary aod tbat be
bad subsequently beard from the
D. M. & 5. 5. that the ac:cused
had not sent a ceturn in respec!
of this drug,

Mr. C. Fergando of the D, M.
& 8, S, office wbo was called by
the Police stated in cress-examina-
tico that the defendant had de-
claced bis stock on 2and July and
produced from bis cfice file the
copy which disclosed the various
drugs stocked by the defendant
then, iocluding M & B tablets,

The= defendant giviog evidence

stated that bhe bhad declared
bis stock eof all controlled
druges a fort-night before (be

Palice seized them. The Police
failed to take steps for nearly
four months, He had then
written to the L G, P. iaviting 2
prosecution cr the immediate re-
tucn of the drugs. The Police
then returped a wajor portion ol
the drugs seized, ihog plaint io
respect of others,

Two cther cases ageziost the
same defendant in gespsct of the
possession of Quinine and Angici's
Emulsicn were also called,

The DMagistrate after  teial
acquitted Lim,
VEGETABLE GARDENS

COMPETITION

T'o encourage food production
in Manipay-the Maaipay- Village
Commitiee resclved on the Z20th,
inst, to organise a vegetable gard.
en [compeiition, It is expzcted
hat tbe competition will be held
caily in february next,

THE PRESENT SYSTEM
OF EDUCATION.

(Cenbinued from page 1)

England and Ceylon

““Many of thess problems ars due to
shortage of funds, We were appoint-
od to invastigate parlly because of
doubbs whether the State was receiving
valae for ibts expenditure. That
question we cannot angwer, for thare
ia no maans of measuring the bsne-
fits obtained or obtainable from ex-
penditure on educakion, The Aonual
Report nf the English Board of Edu-
cation for 1925 gives a survey of
educational developments frem 1910
to 1935. The expenditure from the
Treasury and the local suthorities on
those branches of elueation within
the prrview of the Board increased
in that periol frem £27.900.000 in

from 15s. 64 to 42s. per head of the
population, The Board dozs no!
attempt to assess the conseqguences
It merely quotes from the Report on
the Primary School issued by the
Consultative Commibteei—

“Fow features in the history of the
lash thivby years are more striking or
more inspiring than the improvement
in the heslth, the manners, the level
of intellectual attainment, the vitality
and happiness of the risng genera-
ion"-

“In Ceylon too there has been a
rapid increase during the last twode
cades in the Government expenditure
on education. The expendifure for
the year 1920-21 was Rs. 4,138,762;
that for the year 1930-31 was Rs
12 479,918, (hat for the yaar 1940-4]
was Rs. 19,687,010, The expenditure
during the last financial year was Rs,
21,605,952 which works oub at & little
less than Rs. # per head of the popu-
lation. So thab in spite of the rapid
inorease the pressnt expenditure on
a per capita basis is very low. This
of course is not comparable wibh
that for England, A Tighly
industrialized country with &
high standard of living can afford to
pay far mors fcr educalion than a
country such as Ceylon. Yet the
productivity of a country depends in
large measure on the educational
level ol its paoplesr Nor can it be
said that the difference between
Rs, 30 and Rs, 4 is the difference
between an English level anl a Ceay-
lon levsl. Although a good deal of
improvement can be effscted withoub
on appreciable increase in the pre-
sent cost we must Irankly confess
that full developments are nob
posgible without the provision of
adequate funds."

DENTAL SURGERY,
JAFFNA

Mr. S. Chas. Pathirana,
Licensed Dentist and Optician
will be at the Dental Surgery,
43, Main SBtreet, Jafna, from the
3rd lo the 15th of every month.

KURUNEGALA
BRANCH

From the 20th to the 30th
ke will be at his branch Dental
Surgery, opposite Courts, Karu-
negala.

His Joffna Patients are ad-
vised te make prior appoint-
ments, if possible, by writing to
his Kurunegala address,

(Mis. 98, 5-8—31-12.43)

GOVT. VACANCIES.

Salt Dzpartment

Post of Head Mechanic and Crane Driver
at ELEPHAaNT PASS SALTERN.
Written applications will. ba received by
the Salt Commissioner till 30th November
1943, for the above posts- For further
particulars ses Covernmsnt Gazette of
19-11-43
G 3L

1909-10 to £85,100,000 in 1924-33, or

VALIKAMAM EAST
TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION

S —

A memorandum on chapters 20
and 21 of the Report of the
8pzcial Committee on Education
w:ll be prepared at the meeting of
the committee of the Valikamam
East Teachers’ Associalion to bz

held this evening 2zt the Sri
Somaskanda E-glish  School,
Putlar.

WANTED

An assistant for a ecloth str.o at
Vannarponnai, Business experience
a recommendation, but not estenfial.
Retired teachers and other pensicners
may also apply. Business hours 9
a.m.to 7p,-m. Applyin own hand-
writhing stating, age, Educational
quulifications (Eoglish and Tamil),
salary expected &c., and enclosiog
copies of recent testimonials fo

P.
Clo V. T, 8. BIVAGURUNATHAN
Jaffna,
(Mis, 165, 25 & 29-11-43)

ROYAL ARMY SERVICE CORPS

read and write English.

Officer.

Wife only

Wife & 1 child

Wife & 2 children

Wife & 3 children
Wife & 4 children

on any week day.

(Mis, 92, 29-7-43—)

WANTED men for training as CLERKS, STORE-
KEEPERS and DRIVERS in the R. A.- 8. C, Good pay
and prospects and OPPORTUNITIES EXIST FOR
PROMOTION To GOMMISSIONED RANK IN THE
R. A. 8, C. C(Candidates should be between 19 and 40
years of age, physically fit and willing to serve overseas.
Those to be trained as Clerks and Storekeepers should be
educated up to the 6th Standard in English while those
wishing to become Drivers are only required to apeak,

Proof of age may be required by the Recruiting
Family allowances will be issued only afler
marriage and birth certificates of children are produced,

RATES OF PAY AND ALLOWANCES

Daily rate of pay on enlistment is Rs. 2,00 per day.

Accommodation, food and uniform will be provided
and in addition the following allowances will be paid.

Maternity Benefit will be paid in
the birth of children o the wives of
personnel who are enlisted for General Service.

Applicants should apply personsally at the Central
Recruiting Office, 399, Galle Road, Colpetty, between
8.30 and 10.30 a. m. prepared for immediate enlistment

CHIEF RECRUITING OFFICER, CEYLON

Rs, cts.
36.90 per month of 31 days
50.89 -

63.45

74,56

85.56
all cases of
BR: A, 8 @

Authorised Capital
Amount of Calls made

SHARES ¢

CURRENT ACCOUNTS

FIXED DEPOSITS
6 % respectively.
Colombo and the

arrangements,

accepted.)

(Y. 164, A, 21-11-41—20-11-43.)

THE JAFFNA MUTUAL
BENEFIT FUND LTD.

(Established

BANKERS.

8000 shaures of Rs, 100/- each.
instalments of Re. 1/- per share will earn
Rs, 100/- for each at the end of the period.
Shares issued all times.
opened and intorest allowed
at 1% per anpnum on
balance when it does mot fall below Rs, 500/«
received for periods of 3, 6, 9 and
12 months and interest allowed at 1, 2, 4 and

DRAFTS issued on the National and Imperial Banks to
Remittances to and from F, M. 8. by special
INDIAN MONEY bought and sold

LOANS on the security of Jewels a speciality. Interest -
charged at 9% per annum (Part payments

FOR FURTHER'PARTICULARS APPLY TO:

1918)

Rs. 800,000.00
Rs. 134,367.00

75 monthly

the average monthly

Principal cities of India.

3.

«T's)

KANAGASADBAI,
Shroff,
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