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Perhars the first electinns foughk
in Ceylen cn e'eameat palitical issues
wera those of 1934 in tha Jaffna Dis-
trict belwesn Becycotlers and Non-
beycottars. Therewas no room then
for queshons of easte cr creed to
ar'se in apy, of the Jaffna constitven-
cies, and the reeults showeda com-
plete victory to the non.boyeo'ters in
all the feur oonsbituencies, Tle
contest between tha late Mr. Jos3, I
Guoanamutioand Mr. C, Suithara:
lingam, for th: Macrar-Mullaity
—s at in 1943, was alsoo e on politi-
cal issues bub unfortunately it eguld
a'soboalleged that the qrestion of
religion played a rart n it icasmuch
as it bappered thai the wirning can-
didate was a Ro nan Catholic and the
losing csndidate a Hindu, and that
ihe majo ity of the voters wera Ro
pzan Owbholics, But no such allega-
tion can be b-cught in coopection
with the present electinn which comes
off next Saturday, Both candidates
are Hindus by re'igicn ani are of the
game caste and gtatus, My C, Suatha-
eralicgamis an M, A. of Ozfxd, a
B. S of Lon7on and a Brrris er-at.
Law. Mr. J. Tyagaraja also is an M,A,
of Cambridge an L, L.B.of Lop.
den and a Barrister-at-Law. Both
have held hih appointmrents and ac-
quitted themeelves craditably, The
former hos distingu’shed - himszli in
the fi 1d of Mathematics (theugh to
the detriment -f the mincritiss in the
ExecutiveCommitbers andinthe Baard
of Mici-ters) and shown st n of graat

patrioiism and readiness to serve
his covntry by offericg Fbimself
‘twica for.  elschion to tha

State Ccuncil, The latbter too ha
shewo hs readiness to serve fhe
_ Couneil bty comiog forward twize
and given evidenes of h's mastery of
Economicy, Politics and Fina c3 az
Man:ger of the State Mortgage Bank,
Chairman of the Coconyt Beard and
Chairman cf the Low Country Pro-
ducts' .Associafions  Both are of
about tbe sem3 age, pos.ess hsalth
vigeur and experience althongh one
may be said to be more dynamic
and agdrescive and the other cool
calm, thcughful and respomsive.
Hence a ochoice on prrsocal merits
becomss difficu’t and unnacessary.

The only coosideration, therefere,
whieh will have to weigh with in-
tell‘geat vo ers now is8 the pclitica
views and gprogrammes cf the two
candidates 1o see whethsr they ar
in conformity with the intsrests ol
the people who inbabit th= eonsui:
tuency and of the Tamils in gsnora’,

Mr. Tyagaraja, as soon as he an-
nounczd his candidsbure, declared
that he stands for (1) Ths early
amendment of the const tution di-
rected towatds self-goveromz=nt and
emtodying Balanead Rﬂpraeenudtlcn.
(2) equality of status for Iodians resi
dent in Ceylon, (3) & minlwvm of
three seats for the Mannar-Mullsitivu
constituency, one being reserved for
Muglin's, (4) uplift of ths farming
and fishing industries and (5) the
oontinuad maintenacce of the pre-
gent gystem of decominational
schools. Thesa are great queskion
that agitate the public mind to-day
and ths volers will ba glad to see
that they are well.conceived. Beaders
of the "Hindu Orga s will remzember
the J.marwew. given by him and
published in the puper on March, 6,
1944+ which clarified the dslinite piosis
tion he hag taken, Ha is a gentleman

-

cortested tha lats Mr,

MANNAR-MULLAITIYU
ELECTION

Candidate’s Polic;_s—ll;uld Decide [ssue

By “Sentinel”

of the first rank snd we know that
e will stand by his word,

It is stranze, howower, that Mr-
Suntharalinga'n bas not thought ib
necessary to ceclare his pglioy once
more to s voters and tha pablic at
large, He is mysteriously gilent this
timas So, to koow where he stands,
we bave to examine the manifesto
he isswed im July, 1943, when he
Gnapnamutiu,
In it ha ctated that {he most im-
portznt qussiions that required im
mz'iate attention were (1) Referm
of th» Constitation, (2) Food and
clothing pslicy. (3] Eduoestional
raforms including University edu-
cation and location of Uusiversity,
(1) Unemoloyment after ths War,
and (8) Plaoned development  of
Céylon's rescurces,

On account of the sca dity of
paper ha ha: oot expaiiated on the
lazt threes questions: Hiuzational
reform is the burping te-ic of the
day aod, although Mr. Suootha-aln
gamn wanted to become ths Princinal
ol the Universiby College a d later
Vice-Chaacellor of the Ceylon Uant
wersity, be has so far not divulged
his views on'tha Beport cf the Spe-
cial Ogmmiit'e on Eduocalion which
proposss fundumental ehanges. Tis
prsiticn of denomipational sche Isin
the new schemp, & ‘subjeot cf
much discussion in the ecountry. Mr,
Tyagaraja has ex ressed his views de.
finice'y about i. bub Mr, Santharlio-
gam iz discreetly silent a~d has nab
comm'tied bimse!f on the guestion,
His gilenze 1=ads 50 s»epic’onwhebaar
he iz of late cultivating tnz culé of
the jumping cabcn dccouns of the
ale tiar,

On the qusetion of Constitubional
R forms he says in i3 manifesto ot
1943. “I be'ieve hata ccn tibuticn
al schems, if it is fo allay presant
fears and win the copfilends, unity
and anity cf ‘all secficns ol
Ceyloo; muast proyide for (a) =zecuri‘y
*f fundamental rigibs, e, g Raligi
cus freedom and Jmparc dity in Eda-
cation, Recruitmeat and Ad sialstra
tion of poblic serv.ces out ido  polifi-
cal control; Right to pressrve ops's
language avd oultureand(b sifsgy rd:
for minoritias, Well, Mr. Bunthaza
lirgam should kiow t'at no on:z is
is warried about the [undam:ital

izhts he epeaks of. Reliziow® fric
dom uni protezt'on of languige ana
cu'ture witl ba the characteri tics cl
any ocnstitubion given to us by th
British, rd Mr, Suptheral’ngam reed
act light for them, Ia view of the
pres=nt and past abbitude ot the ma-
jority community, the mingrity com-
munities are cnly concerned with
safeguards 8o that they may nob be
submerged and that they may alsa
lozk at the saw, What is M- Sun-
shatalingam’s solw.icn?  He saggests
twelve resvyed 3eats in a Uouaeil ol

ixly for Muslims, Ceylon Tawils,
Barghers and Kapdyan Siohalese
He has no con :ern for Lhe India-s.
Hz advccates nominatel s3ats foral.
JdonsJeylosese  1oterests, ther.by
bringing the Indians and the Euro«

psans under fthes category of non.
Ceylmese. Hez says vaguely that

“gatil the wobers are able o exercies
their votes irrespechive of considera-
tions of racs or religion, fbe return of
adequite members of misgrify
communities might ba EEE
curad by sfective pwvi-
siops, Oae such provision 18 the
joinb (two-mamber) electorates w'th
reserved seats.” Dopes Mr. Bunthara-
lingam kpew that such joinb-electo.
ratss were areatrd in India by the
Minta-Morlay Roforms, tried for ten
yoars, and were diseardad as &
failuref Has he not observed bhat
Mrs: Naysam OSaravansmutbu was
elacted by a constiruncy with a
majority of Sinbaless watars in if
and she was unable to speak a single
word on behalf of her own commuo-
nity? Agsin does he know that bhe
Ceylon Natiosal Congress hes always
fought again t resarvation of ss-ts
and if was the reserved seab for the
Western Province Tamils that caused
so muoh ropbure between the Sinhas
leze and Tamils, so much so thab even
tha firat and Iast mombsr who repre-
sented that saab could not dsfend it
and hold it?

On tha whols, on  this vital gues-
tion, Mr, Suntharalingam secems to
be confused. Hoa is not clear about
it himseli. He sesms to haye de:
viead a scheme, just fto satisiy or
mystify his voters, Bgai st his own
conviotions. He =ays that the
schein= is only a tantative ons draw:
ifter consultation with maoy frieads
including thoss of other cimuauai-
tizs, Evidantly be his bzen ruaning
5o his frienda fo help him extricate
himealf {rom the bhole has bas put his
leg into, Letus go a littla earlier
te undarstand him mors fully. He
said in his Presidential adlrcss to the
Youth Congress of Jaffna in 1941:

“I3 ib ethcally right for a miaor
section of a subject people which is
avable to coms o an undecctanding
v b the major saction to stand ip
ihe wny of winning their [reedam?
A: worst tha forter will only bz
changing their masters. Speaking
ior myssIf sod knowing tha capaciiy
and me hods of Biohaless Rals, [
will have no hesitation in preferring
thy latter.”

Well, that is Mr, Sunfheralingam's
mneatality,. There ha is, Ha will
nave proposals for safeguards, and
bhat in & elumsy fashion, only as an
expedient at election time. Buof, Mr,
[yagarajah bhas boldly and wo-
squivocally declazed himself in
tavo.r of Balaoced Represenbation
Who is the safer of ths twa?

\With regard bo ths gquestion of
immigration and statos of Lodians
Mr, Suntheralipgam in his Presidsn.
fial address te the Youth Congress
in 1941 definitely swcod against fur-
bher immigeation, He said
wera only two pories in Caylony bhe
axp'oiters and the exploited—the
uon-Ceyloness and tha Ceylonsse.
rle was mag -animous endugh to
ask mg (ollowera to treat bhe ladiaas
 Ueylon lialy, oot to wound btheix

tihers,

self-ragpect, 1o give eitizenship fo
thosz Indiaos who had settled in the
Island permanently, bub sald he:
“Don'b allow them to exploib  yon.
srio dalry Qoaggis arys
afpo Cagp."” Tothe Youth Con-
gress he gava a Fivs=Poiot Policy far
its guidarce thus: (1) Ceylon for tha
Cryloness, (2] Equalities for all
Ceylonass (3) Impartial Raoognition
of marit, (4) Uniby and Aunity of
Ceyloness Paopies apd (5] Selfs.
Determination for Oeyloa.

In this conneckicn it is well to re-
membezr the appeal mada by sgaven
winority members of the State Coun-
cil o tae Manonr-Mullzgitiva  electo-
rate o the eve of Mr. Gnanamithu's
election last year. Messrs, T. B.
Jayah, S. Dharmaratnam, S, P,
Vythilingan, I. X Pereira, S,.Natesan,
G. G. Ponnambalam, agd Ds. M. Q.
M. Ealsel said:

"“The fita of the minority commu-

nities in this country dapends upon

their rzpressatatives in tha Stats
Coun il being sble fo prasent & united
front f0 as bo ensurs that the consti-
tubion formula‘ed by the Board of
Miniaters and adotted by three-
fourthz of the wembars of ths Btate

Council is acospbable to ths minority

commanities, It is met improbahle
thaf ths ultimat: issus may depend
upon a single vots, possibly tha wota
of the membsr whom you are now
cilled upon to slezt”

Furtherisan appsal fo the elec-
bors of the con3titnency the Iate Mg,
M. T. Akbar, K, C., Rsiired Puisas
Justice, o:mmended the sslection of
Mr. Guoanamubta last year and said;

“Wa are oo the verge of graph
ohaug s in Ceylon—in common with
ths rest of toe world—politically,
sccially acd economically. At this
junoture when a new cinstitution is
about to be [ramed, it is wvery neces-
sy, to iava & man like Mr,
Gnanamaotiu with his wids exseri-
eace and well. known political views
to en:ure that the rights—aspacially
the r=ligious rights—0of every ming-
rity community ars carefully sufs.
guarded......Oo-operation among the
represantalives of the minority com-
muni.ies, a'ways important, has be-
come vitally indispensable in the
immediate future by reassn of ‘tha
recent  declaration of the Imparial
Governmant on the future consbition
cf ths cauntry”.

Priaciples Over Personalities

On3 canuot also sasily forget My,
G, G. Pounambalam's perora ion on
the day Mr, Goanamubtu's victory, by
a majority af nearly 3000 votes, was
anpounced. Mr, Popnambalam said;

“Bazfore God and befors’ you 1
ztand io all humifizy god hiil you as
victors, Thisie not a triumph for
Mr Goanamuobiu or me or anyone
slse. Itis a victory for the people
gained by the people, It is ths tri-
umph of commonssase. Prinoiples
have triumphed ovav persopalities
and leiders of the masses have stiood
shouldsr to shoulder in support of
our palitical demands anl our olaim
for balazcsd repressntation. Thoe
alzciion has bzen fought on party
lines on our sids and for the affir-
matioa of our demand f.r ba'anced
represaatatiou- Tha electorate bas
given a clear mandate for balancad
representation, equal treatmens of
Iad ans regidsnt in Ceylon aad for a
miniwum  of three seas, including

(Contipued on Pags 4)
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RELEASE OF
MAHATMA GANDHI

His Ex¢ELLEXCY THE VICE-
roy has ordeved the release of
Mahatma Gandhi, The release
is unconditional, but seems to
have been decided upon On
medical grounds. It would
appear that His Excellency
has acted on his ‘'own respon-
sibility. Mr, Gandhi bas not
been in the best of health for
gome time. His condition is
not serieus, but at his age an
attack of malaria, accompanied

by weakness, may lead to
serious consequences. With
the epemy fighting for the

mastery of India on Indian
goil, it would have been a
pitiful tragedy if the greatest
Indian of modern times had
ended his days in confinement.
Lord Wavell deserves to be
congratulated on acting so
promptly and wisely as he has
done. He has shown imagi-
nation and an amount of
willingness to face fzcts, which
may well be the precursor of a
better understanding between
Britain and India- _

It is, of course, difficult to
say what part Mr Gandhi’s
illness has actually played in
bringing about his release, but
po statesman in the position
of Lord Wavell could have
failed fto realise that ¢the
. release of Mabatma Gandhi af
the present moment is an im-
sense political asset to any Go-
vernment Ope need not be
surprised if this aspect of the
matter had a8 much influence
with the Indian Governinent
as the prisoner’s state of health

If there is one man who can
rally India te the British
cause, that man is Mahatma
Gandbi  The libel perpetrated
on his character and motives
by British official propagzanda
was an unpardonable blunder.
The Prime Minister and Mr,
Amery have done their best to
estrange India. Lef us hopa
that the release of Mahatma
Gandhi reflects also a change
of attitude on the part of these
two towards the aspirations of
the Indian people.

But, Mr. Gandhi, by ‘him-
self, can do little. He is only
the leader of an organisation.
The Indian National Congress
has been outlawed by the fiat
of Lord Wavell's predecessor.
Its workers and sympathisers
are languishing in jail, Mp.
Gandhi’s able lieutenant, Pan~
dit Nehru, is still in confine-
ment. If the Britisn Govern-
ment sincerely desires the co=
operation of Indian leaders -at
the present juncture, it must
put itself right with the Con-
gress first by releasing those
whom it has imprisoned, .

THE INTERNAL PURCHASE
SCHEME

—_—

We publish slsewhere a noti-
fication by the Government
Agent of the Northern Provin-
ce with regard to the new rules
governing the internal purchase
scheme., We are glad to note
fhat it has now been decided
that “the levy of two bushels
per acre should begin to opera-
te only after allowance has
been made for seed paddy (i e
two bushels per acre), and cus-
tomary services (one bushel per
acre)”. When, however, “fields
have been extensively destroy-
ed and the damage is clearly as-
certainable and is of apprecia-
ble effect, the levy will not be
recovered in respect of those
fields, i.e., the levy will in such
cases operate only over the
area actually reaped, whereas
the allowsances will apply to the
ares sown ' 'We suppose one
must be thankful for even small
mergies, but does the Civil De-
fence Commissioner think that
this is going to improve mat-
ters? The allowance of seed
paddy is fixed at two bushels
per acre. The Commissioner
does not perhaps know that, at
least, in the Northern Province
the rate of seed paddy for the
Kalapokam crop is certainly
two bushels per acre, but for
the Sirupokam the rate is at
least two bushels and a balf per
acre, Then, again, there is the
question of damage to sged and
the need for re-sowing damaged
fields. To cover this an extra
sllowance of about half a bush-
el per acre is imperative. Is
knowledge of paddy cultivation
80 soarce that the Civil Defence
Commissioner must needs
make and unmake rales in this
fashion? As regards theallow-
ance for customary services,
the rate of one bushel per acre
is grossly inadequate. All that
we can Bay is that roles like
these will only reduce the sur-
plus that will be awvailable for
purchase by the Government
There can be no exeuse what
ever for the ignorance of the
essential requirements of cultis
vation-displayed in  the rules
framed by the Civil. Defence
Commissioner, and itis the
duty of the State Council
which is ultimately responsible
for the well-being of the people
of this island to secrutinise
these rules. We ask, again, on
what ground of prineiple or ex-
pedieney does the levy of two
bushels per acre becomen first
charge on the fields even if the
cultivator -has no paddy for his
own consumption?

As for the alleged threat at a
meeting of the Jaffna Food
Producers Association to give
up paddy cultivation, we do not

‘think it is the business of the

Association or of anybody else
to add to the difficulties of the
moment by indulging in snch
threatss In fact, no such threats
are necessary, \hat is going
to happen is that, unless the
State Council interveunes, pro-
duction of paddy is going to

diminish, We agree with the

“Times of Ceylon” that “in a
country faced with a shortage
of food anything that tends to
lower food production borders
on treason”, but the real trai-
tors are not those who utter
threats in the heat of the mo-
ment but the persons in autho-
rity who do oot seem to under-
stand even the elementary re-
guirements of a culfivator in
the matter of seed paddy, and
papers like the “Times” whose
one obiject is to keep the price
of paddy down for the benefit
of estate labourers. If the
“Times" i uvable to under-
stand the merits of the demand
for more money for paddy and
bigger allowances for the pro-
ducer, its duty is to acquire a
little more knowledge on the
subject, instead of screaming
violently about treason and
treachery. 'We should like fo
know from this somewhat ex-
cited exponent of the law of
treason how many consecutive
minates it had devoted in the
past to the guestion of paddy
cultivation and whether, on
strictly patriotic grounds, it
would supporti an appreciable
reduction in the handsome
profits earued by rubber and
tea at a moment of national
emergency? There is no ocea-
siop for the objurgations of the
"Times” or the threats said to
have been utfered by someone
at the meeting of the Food
Producers’ Association. If the
price of Rs. 6 per bushel is not
adequate, what will happen will
be a eurtailment of the surplus
paddy syailable for sale. It is
the duty of every patriotic per-
son, including the Editor of the
“Times ’, to find out whether
this is & reasonable prices 1In
our view the price is too low
under present conditions, and
it must be remembered that we
supported this price when it
was fixed by,Mr. Senanayake.

Notes and Comments

Manufacture of Fertilizers

To meet Cey'on's immediate
ngeds in the matter of rice produc
tion even half-way we think ths
Ministry of Agrieulture should leave
no stope unturned to encourage
intensive oultivation in all possible
ways. Inview of the shortage and
dearness of labour the possibility of
making the 1s'and self sufficient in
the mnear future will cnoly be a
dreamn unless every acre under culti
vation now can be made to produce
three or four-fo.d: Why shou'd not
the Government of Ceylon take a
leaf from the Indian Government
and adopt at least a fourth of its
methods? Shou d we wait to avert
famine, starvation, disease and death
in this county until Buria is re.
captured or India is able to produce
sufficient rice for her own peop'e
and “a little more than a little” to
throw into Sir Paron Jayatilaka's
begging bowl?

What 1odia is attempting to do
praoves the superior wisdom of her
statesten, Only ten days ago re-
presentatives from the sis major
provinces of India met the Supply
member, Sir Ramaswami Muda-

ligar, and the officers of the various
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departments of the Governwment of
India, at Mew Delbi, to dizcuss the
aotion pecessary to implewent the
aims of producing in Indiz 850,000
tons of artificial [fertilisers as a
short term measure o inciease food
produstion. Government—control-
led units are 1o be established for
the production of [lertilizers on @
non-profit basis  Ouers of nssist-
anee have been recsived from the
Urited Kingdom and . juetica and
‘he manufactore of ruch parts of
the plants as cin at pre ent be
undertaken overseas wi ' at once be
ordered out after inquiry as to costa.
The ec etary of State has offered
to send 4 team of experts acquuist-
ed with the sreciion and working of
complex ferti izer - wanufacturing
plants. The experts will as0 traio
men in India o operate and reanage
the plants, and give insiroction on
their design and operation, the
requirements of power-and wateria' s
and on examining which form of
ferli izer will smt p:rticu'ar areas
for economic productions

We have already pointed out in
these columns the vigorons stepe.
taken by the Government of India
to make compost outcf night soil
in large quantities aad sopply it to
the cultivators immediately before
the next season. Why should not
the Ceylon - Government copy the
Indian Gaovernment in these matters
or at ieast ask the Indian Governe.
went to allow that team of experts
to visit Ceylon slso and help in the
erection of a plant here? Whab is
Sir Baroa doing in India? Can he
not wateh what is done in India
and instead of |begging for
“a little more than a litile
rice” ask the Idoisn Govern=
wnent ta teaat Ceylon also as & anit
of India in the matter of the pro-
duction of chemical fertilizars on
the understanding that the necessary
capital would be provided by the
Uey'on Governreni? :

THE INTERNAL
PURCHASE SCHEME

The {fol'owing naotice has been
issned to the paddy producers by
the Government Agemt, N. P.,
under date Jrd May, 1944;

Faorther to my mnotice of 6th
April last, [ have since received
ins'roctions to the effect that the
evy of two bushels per acre shou'd
begin to operate only after the
sllowance has been made for sead
paddy (i.e two bushels per acre)
and customary services (one bushel
per acre)

D)

-y

It has further besn decided
that when fie ds have been exten-
sively destroyed and the damage is
cleix y ascertanab e and is of ap+
preciab'e effect. the levy will not be
recovered in respect of those fle'ds,
i.e the levy will in such cases
operate only over the avea actually
reaped, whereas the allowances wiil
app y bo the area sown.

8, Producers who are entitled
to exercise the privileges mentioned
in the preceding  paragraphs are
kindly requested to bear in mind
the absolute urgency of proemring
sufficient paddy under the internal
Puarchase Scheme if the 5 million
odd non-producers of paddy in
Ceylon are to continue to receive
even & modicum of rice for thsir
consumption, and are exhorted to
make whatever sacrifices they can

reasonably bear for the benefit of the
entire community.
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RELEASED

For scme time now, a large
namber of meetings have been
beld =il over India Fy various
parties, associations and conferan.
ces and apocals made to the Vice.
roy, the Secretary of State for I1-
dia and the Fremier for the imme-
Zate rel-ase of Gandbiji, Even
the four Pr'me Ministers of th=
Sell-governing Dominiops now
io London were asked to intei-
vene, In England thz Labour
- Party, through its manifold ram'-
fica'ions, carried on a consistent
agitation and went to the l=ngth
of asking Me. Amery to quit the
India Offize if be would not re-
lease Gardhiji and solve the In-
dian deadlock. lo America tco
ths agitation was  gathsring
strergth day by day and the Com-
muniat party in Iadia was b:-
coming very vebhement in ifc
demand. Ino the meantime,
Gaadhiji's beal b slso b-gas t:
fail, and the patico-wide agita-
tion b:gad to gefber momentum,
People were not satisfied with the
Government commuaigues based
on the examinations made b
Majar - Gzoeral Candy, They
clamoured for esamioation by
blood pres ure experts who bad
treated Gaadbiji previously. Ac.
cordingly D« R C Rov, and D:.
K. T. Kajjar, famouas Pathologicts,
were allowed to tly to Poopa sod
make thair reports, Oun receipt of
toeir tepcrts Lerd Wavell, en bis
own respon=itility rel cased
Mabatmsaji uucoaditicnilly on
Saturday wmoroing, at 8 a, m,
after, of coure, informing bis
chieis,

The Mahatma has bzen unle
.gconfinem=nt frr  twenty-on:
montbs since Aupgus', Y, 15942
During this period be bas fasted
for taree weeks, lost his beloved

f:jecd M _hdeva Desai and b_is
dearest parioec in lhife—bo h in
the jail, Thes:= ca amities weuld

pot have affected bin much since
bis whole a'm in lifs isto sscur.
freedcm for Iadia.

——

CENTRAL BOARD OF
AGRICULTURE

P

Last Friday's Gaselte giyes 2
list of sixty members of the Beard,
Those who represent the Jifina,
Mannar, Vavuniyd and Batticalea
D strict Agriculturs] C-mmittee
on theBoard are Mudaliyar
Chinoatamby, Mudaliyar 8 Mu:-
tatamby, Mr. T, M, Sabaratoam
aod Mr» M. B, Kariapper res-
psctively, Among the  fiteen
nominated members are three
Tamils viz, Mr. Marcus 5 Rock-
w .04, Mr.K. Kanagasabai and Mr.
R, T. Chelliab. The Tiincomalie
committes feat is vacaat,

!

’Letters to the Editor

MOTHER TONGUE OF
CEYLON MOORS

Sir—What Mr A L. M Hashim
‘says on the above question is oob
only true and up to the wmark, but
|18 alsn based on bistoric facts If
those who hold divergent views knew
how and why Arbic Tamil origioa-
ted uuch of their time and labour
| would hava been saved

When Islam made its way into
South India, where the entire popu-
lation were Tawils,the bsarers oft he
New Faith found their work handi-
capped by want of Islamic litera-
tures in the langunage of the peoples
of the place. Accordingly some
thoughtful persons,probably Ulamas,
among them so devised fhe Arabio
characters as to assume the sound of
Tamnil alpbabets, siwp'y by adding
some pointe and bis to the former
With the help of the scripts thus
coined, books containing Islamic
teachings were written and broad-
cast, In their renderings certain
Arabic words or eXpressions were
allowed to get in to overcome diffi
cnlties as they ocourred This plan
worked wonders, It was appreciat
ed not only by the new converts
but also by others seeking to know
all about Islam. . Hence it was cor-
rectly called  Arabic-Tamil, It is
not a distinct language epoken by
an equal'y distinct class of Mus
lims or Moots anywhere.

There is yet another point worthy
of note in this conuection.

1t cannot be maintained by any
stretch of argament that the entire
Moorish population of Ceylon came
from Arabia. With the exception
of an infinitesimal nomber, all of
them came from Iodia and & greater
number from South India. Those
who landed in Northern ports came
in contact with Tamils and had oo
language problem to surmount &s
bath were talkiog 8 common langu-
age. This enibled fhem to tak
Tamil in its correct and pura forn
though the Moors failed to make
a greater headway towards Tawil
literature. Those who arrived  af
the Southern and its adjoining coasts
found themselves among a different
class of people the Singha'ese, whose
lapguage was foteign 0 them, In
trying to learn collognial Singha-
lese they were obliged to  use bere
and there Singhalese words and ex-
pressions to make themselves better
understood by their new associates
This repeated day and night consti-
tuted a hybrid language which con-
tained 50 per cent Tamil 45 per cent
Singhalese, 3 per cent Arabic and
subsequently 2 per cent KEnglish
words and which a few erroneously
call ArabicTamil. The correct
nawme for this Tamil is BSioghalzse
Tamil, Psoplé of oorthern parts of
the Island, be in Tamils or Moors,
usually find it hard to understand
this Tamil spoken by the Mnslims
of the South or South-Western

parta.

All that the Moors of Ceylon re-
quire now i to improve therr Tawil
by studying more and better Tamil,
which i3 indisputably their mother
tongue. Greater facilities for thia
do now eXiste

Yours ete,
M. M, SOLTAN

Lodge Saltania,
Moor Btrest, Jafaa,

Free Education
Compromise

Atiempt To Meet The
Critics Half-Way

A compromise on ths p-incini-
of free education is being sought
in view of the strong oppos tion
to the proposal as propoutded by
a majority of the Spezial Com-
mittes on Educztion ant in view
of the fact that most of the critics
of the Cominittee’s scheme are
nat opzosed o free education as
such,

It is learned that in pursuance
of bis task of drawing up a
scheme of “free education"” which
might be acceptable to all and
whioh will in no way drirac
from the efficienzy of the big
secondary schools in the island,
th: Director of Eduoeation will
censult prominent critics of the
Special Committee’s fcheme and
take their arguments into consi-
daration. '

Ground of opposition

In this connsction a coonference
is expected to be held between the
Dicector of Education, the Revd.
R.: 8. de Sitam, Warden of St
Thomas™ Collegey, the Revd, Fr,
Peter Pillai, O. M. L., Rzctor of
5+, Jozeph's College, and Mr. C.L.
Wickremesinghe, retired Land
Comumissioder, who bas been
closely identified with the ad-
ministration of the Charch of
C:ylon Scheols,

The main objection to the pro-
posed sch=me has been that the
connlry mizht be committed to
universa] free education and then
find ifself unabls to mset the ex-
peaditure involvel and still main-
lain & good staadaed of educatioo
aod ap adequate salary scale.

A scheme embodying the ideals
of all interested in education, it is
felt, will bs more capable of sue-
cessful execution than one which
launched free education withoot
careful regard of the finacrcial
implicationa,

University Entrance
Examination

Six hundred and twenty candi-
dates of whom 50 are girls sat for
the Eotrance Examinatioa to the
Ceylon University and for the
Higher School Certifizcate Exami-
nation, Which began last
wesk at King George’'s Hall
and will continue till May 19,

Mcst of the candidates a-e
sitling for both the Eatrance and
ths Higher School Certificate
ezaminations but about 300 ol
them arz ooly takiog up the latter
examinoatior, The sam2 exami:
nalion papers are being Jet for
both batches but th= correction
will be made oa a different basis.
One is purely an entraace exam -
oation while the latter is & quali-
f,ing 07e.

Admiszion is not restcicted to
any particular number of candi-
dates. Oan the Arts side, which is
fairly elastic, all candidales who
re2ch a certain set standard in al!
four subjects will be takz2n. ‘Bat
w ere Science is conczroed the
limited accommodaticn will per-
mit only & certain nu nber to be
ad mitted,

QOge hondred and twenty-seven
sat for the Pre-medical examina-
tion, which started on May I, The
tinal examinations of both Arts
and Secience begin on May 135,

THE CONSCIENTIOUS
OBJECTOR

Suresh Vaidya, the Indian
inuroalist, who was sentenced tao
98 days’ detention by the Canter-
bory C-urt Martial en March 8
for refusinz to put on vniform and
go on parade, is to appear before

the  Conscientions = Objsctors'
Appel'ate T ibunal in London
n=xt week,

Vaidya, who is 33 yearz, app rai«
ed at the West Londen Police
Court in January and was ordered
to be detaia=d for military escort
on a chaige of being an absentee.
He then told ths Magistrate that
he returaed th= enlistment notics
because he was a national of Iad a
and oot a British suobject by
choice, Therefore he did not fael
it was his duty to be conscripted
in a war sffort by the British Gov-
ernmant, At the Court Martial,
Mr, Stephen Murray, d:fending,
ask=d that Vaidya should be treat-
ed as a conscizntious objector and
givan a sentence which would
ensble him to apoeal to the
appzllate teibonal, Whea his
app2al is heard, Mr. Fenoer
Brock way, the Rav. Raginald
Btorensen, M, P,, and Prof.
Ganguolee are expected to speak
aa his behalf,

VILLAGE COMMITTEE
ELECTIONS

Elect'ons ta the following Vil
lage Commititees due before 30th
June, 1944, bave been postpoaed
to take place before 30th June,
1945:

D:Ift, Nainative, Pungudativa,
Analaitive, Karaitiva, Allappiddi,
Manipay, Vaddakoddai. Chanka=«
nai, Pandaterruppu, Udavil,
Mallakam, Mayiliddi, Puanakari,
Pallayarayaakaddu, Tunukkai,
Nallur and Kokuovil,

GANDHI STATUE

Thz Karachi Indian M+rchaants’
Azsociation is shortly to install g
feil-sizs sta'us of Mahatma Gage
d!!:; ia a prominzat place in Karas
cals

It is stated that the installation
of this statu= is likely to be post.
ooned till a full size statue of Mrs,
Kasturba Gandbi is al:o prepared,
so that both the statues may be
placad together at the same time
io some prominznt place ia the
city.

Both the statuss are expected to
cost Rs, 50,000

NOTICE
THE JAFFNA URBAN
COUNCIL

Applications from Registered mid-
wives for the pos: of Mid-wife, Jaffna
Urban Council will be received at
this offics till the 20th May 1944,

I'wo recent testimoniuls should ac-
compiny the application,

The applicant shovld have a fair
kn:wledge of either Englishor Tamil.

Salary atfached to the post iz Ra.
430/ and a rent allowance of Re, 60
per annum plus war allowance,

Sgd, (. Ponnambalam
Cheirman U, Q. Jaffna

Ofiice of the Urban Council,

Juffna 5.5 44
Mis. 25.)

WANTED

Quslified Pharmacist or
Approved Dispenser. Appli-
cants to call in person with
testimonials on week days.

THE JA¥FNA APOTHECARIES

i Ce,
Main Street,

Jaffna, 4-5.44.
(Mis; 34, B)
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EFFECT OF TEXTILE
CONTROL IN INDIA

e

Itis estimated that during the
last twelve months, the Indian con-
sumers of cloth have paid Rs 140
croree less than they did during the
previous year. £ fucther reduction
in prices for cloth produced during
the next quarter ending May wi'l
increase the savings of the consumer
further. The progressive reduction
in the prices of cloth which un-
doubtedly he'ped millions of poor
consumers in the country, it is poin-
ted out bears testimony to the ef-
fective measures taker under the
clotn and yarn control order.

Ii is emphasised that the lntest
amendment to the Cloth  Control
Order designed to prevent evasions
of the order fixing the ceiling prices
and restricting those who carry on
business as declarérs on'y fo those
who were in the trade doring 1940
and the subsequent two years is &
further measure taken to ensure that
the available c'oth reaches the con-
sumers in an equitable manner, .

LECTURES BY MR C:
RAJAGOPALACHARI

Mr, C. Rajagopalachari deliver:
ed a lecture on ‘Indian Culture’ on
Thursday the 4th May, 1944 at
6-15p. m. at the Baiva Mangaiyar
Kalagam Hall, Wellawatte under
the auspices of the Ramakrishna
Mission and another on fhe same
day at 7-15 p. m. on the “Message of
Baghavad Gita'” at the Vivekanda
Society Hall, Colombo upder the
auspices of the Society Mr. N.
Nadarajah K C. the Vice-President
of the Society, presided and the
occasion was availed of to make
s presentation of Rs 660. to Mr
Rajagopalachari towards the 'Kastur
bai Gandhi Memorial Fund.!

TAKE MEAT THRICE
A WEEK ONLY

The Civil Defence and FoodCommis-
sioper has ordered thatb from last Mon-
day ro beef or mutten shauld be sold
in any part of the Island escept on
Saturdays, Sundays and Wedneadays:
The rest of the wesk will be meat'ess

This order does notapply fo any
frozen cr preserved meat

He has also prohibited the slaugh-
ter of cattle, buffaloes, goats cr sheep
on any day of the week excapt on
those three days.

This step has bean faken by the
Civil Defence Commissioner, aecticg
under powers extended to him by or-
ders issued by the Governor whieh
were published in a Gazstte Extra-
ordinary last week. ,

Alorg with the rule of four meat-
less days he has also ialreduced a
price alterati.n.

“In view of the acute shortags of
cupplies it is no longer possibie to
allow a small section of the commu.
pity to buy beef or mutfen without
bone” said Sir Oliver Gocnetilleks,
Oivil Def:rce Commiissioner, in  fhe
course of a Press interview,

In future tbere would only be, he
said, one price for meat which must
be sold with net mors thn 25 per
cent. bones. In Colombo and the
suburb3, in a'l other Municipal Coun-
cil areas, and in mosgt of the Urban
Council areas, the price for be2f wilh
not more than 25 per cenl. bones
would Le cents 35 per Ib, and for
mubtcn with not more than 25 per
cant, bones cents 75 pex b, In the

rest of the lsland, the prices would |

generally bz five certs lover

He had arravged o comesntr.te a
3 force of 100 Prie: Control lospec-
tors on & continucus soparvision of
ths sile of meab in wmarkats during
the week.

Three To Contest
N’Eliya Seat

Nominations were received by
the A G.A. Nuwara Eliys on
Wednesday for the NuwaraE'iya
by-election, which has resolved itself
into @ three-cornered, contest bet-
ween Mr. W. A. B. Soysa, fhe Ma.
yor of Kandy; Mr. M. Subbish
former Deputy Mayor of Colombo,
and Mr. A. Suppiah of Kandy.

Among several last-minute with-
drawals was Mr. J- T Raotoam,
an unsuccessful contestant on three
previous occasions for the Nuwara
Ellya seat: This caused some
suprise,

Mr. A, Buppiah was propossd by
Mr. K, J. Koelmeyer and seconded
by Mr R. M. Koelmeyer Mr. Soysa
was proposed by Mr, T. P. Ratna-
yake and seconded by Mr H. L. D.
Appubamy. Mr, Subbiah was
proposed by Mr. R. BSivagnanam
and seconded by Mr. Eric Taylor

The ky.election has been necessit
ated by the unseating of Mr, M. D.
Banda following fhe order of an
Election Court.

The following colours were allot-
ted: Mr, Soysa, Green; Mr. Sab-
biah, Yellow; Mr, Suppiah, White.

Mannar-Mullaitiva
Election

(Continued from Page 1)

ope rererved Muslim seat, in this
area, I hope to God that therirangth
guined by us will be used to promote
good-will and amity among all peorle
and for t-e conversion of this sadly
neglected area to its pristi e posi-
tion of the granary of Lhe cast.”

It will now be clear that ws do
not want in the State Counei!, at
this juncture s buil in.a china shop,
but & man with definite views and

cenvictions, a mao who will be res-

ponsiys and rezponsible fio his con .
tituents and counlrymen and one
who will deliver the goods, The
choice i8 not difficult. It isalso the
doty of every Tamil in the Island to
take an active interest in the forth-
coming election and ses that the
proper person is returned. It is not
4 parechial affiir co-cerning Mannar
and Mullaitivu districts alone, The
composition of ths minority bloc
in the State Comncil just now is a
matter of lile and death tio the
Lamils, Mr, Tyagarajsh must be the
proper choios by every patriotic
resident of the Mannar-Mullaitivo
Eleetcrate.

'THE HINDU ORGAN
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FRUIT CULTIVATION
DRIVE

Under the anspices of the Suthu-
malai Welfare League, a largely at-
tened public meeting was held on
Saturday the 29th ultimo at the
Central Vernacular Schoal, under
chairmanship of Sir. W. Darai-
swamy the patron of the Tieague

Promptly the meeting began with
a welcome address by M. A, Chel-
liah, the President of the Lieagus
The speakers were Messrs, C. Thia=
garajah. Chairman V. C, Manipay,
S C. Gunaratnam. Asst Divisional
Agricultural Officer, 8. Thamn
tharam Manager of the Farm, M
Perampalam and P. Ramanathan of
the Mercantile Bank, Jaffna. All
dealt on the pecessity of food drive
and the walnable services rendered
by the League, The success is due
to the great uotiving efforts of Mue
Chelliah, President, who had endea-
voured his beit to bring this meet-
ing to such great result, He shonld
be thanked At the conculsion of
the meeting Sir W Darsiswamy
was called upon to distribute the
grafted mango plants that were
given free to the League by the
Agrigultural Department

Later the patron and other dis-
tinguished visiters w:re entertained
by the Lieague President to tea at the
Office of the Leagne. Mr. A, Chel-
lish the Iresident of the ILeague,
said that the success.of the League
was due to the financial help given
by Dr. V. Ratnam F. R (. 5. and
My, A, Sellamuttu, Broker, Colombo

Cor

Tender-Salt Departmeutﬂ

Tendars are invitad for collecticg:
stacking and covering Br'me Tank
salt at [Elephant Pass Saltern.
Olosing dafe 16th May, 1944. For
parbirulars apply to the Buperinten-
d+nt, Govt, Saltern, Elephant Pass,
or the Salt Commissioner, Colombo,

E, W. KANNANGARA,
Actg, Salt Commissioner,
Offica of the Balt Commissionar,
Colombe, 136 May, 1944,
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~ORDER NIsI

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF JAFFNA

Testamentary Jurisd'ction No. 240

In the matter of the estate of the late
Arumuram Subhramanpiam of
Punnala‘kkaddavan Deceasad,

Arnmusarr Sangarappiliai of Punnas
lzikkadduyan Petitioner,

Vs,

1. Gnanampilai daughter of Subra.
naniam

2, Pathmavathy daughtar of Subra-
maniam

3. Parameswari dau hter of Subra-
mnsniam

4. Raja'alchumy daughter of Subra
mapgiam

8, Spbramaniam Nagandram  and

6. Chellarpah Mothuumearaswamy
all of Punnalaikkaddnvan

Respondants,

This matber coming on for disposal
before L, W. de Silva Esquire, Addl,
District Judga Jaflna on the 4th day
of Arri]l 1944 in the pressnes of Mr,
S. Kavpagasabarathy Proctor for
Petitioner a~d the affidarit and Fosi-
tionef the Patitioner having been
read,

It is ordsred that the abovanamed
6th Respondent be appointal Guardi-
an-ad litem cover ths milpors 1 to &
Bespand-nrs  for tha purpose of
walching their infecast in  this Ad.
miristration proceedings and that
Lette s of Admiaistration in resps-t
of the estats of the zaid decease1 be
issu-d o tbe Petiiocmer as rext of
k'n unless the said Raspond=nts shall
appear before this Crurt on the 12th
day of May 1944 and sho v sufficient
cauce 5o the ratizfasliot of this Court
to the contrary.

It i= further ordersd thab the eaid
6th B-spondent do produce the
minors of thease of 12 aa1 over ia
person in the siid dats,

Egd. James Tosaph,
District Juige,
Gth dey of April 1944,
, B& 13)
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ZENITH OPTICAL Co,

MAIN STREET,
FOR EVERYTHING

OPTICAL

JAFFNA

In the interests of security, the public are urged when writing letters
to refrain from mentioning the following supjects even if they believe
the information is generally known:—

SEA.

Namss or description of ships (Navu'.-l

Military or Commereial) which ars
now or have been in,
Dates of arrival.
Dates of sailing,
Rouvteing,
Perts of Call,
Destinabion.
Naiture of Armament,
Sinkinge.
Loss of Lifs,
Numbers of Survivors,
Dackyard Repairs,
Salyage Facilities.

Daseription. of Exercises or Training:

LAND,

Names or description of

Units and Installat ons,
Nafure of Armament.
Deafence Works.
Operations of Troops.
Dates of arrival of Troops.
Dates of departure of Troops,
Miljtary Transport facilities,
Railways and Bridges,
Searchlights,
Description of Exercises or Training,
Damage tesulting from enemy

operations.

J
Military

AlR,
Names or desorif tion of aircrafk,
Numbers,
Times of Flight,
Natura of Armament.
Estimated time of arrival,
Supposed peint of arrival,
Numkers of Air Force personnal.
Asrodrome aites and air installations,
Air Achivity.
Deseription of exercises or trainiag,

AND
NAMES OF NAVAL, ARMY OR AIR FORCE OFFICERS FASSING THROUGH CEYLON,

April 17, 1944,

When so much is at stake, be on the safe side.

Issuzd bysthe Chizsf Censor, Ceylon Goverminent.

({G, 15, 27 4 &11

Printed and published by PANDIT V.

the Saiva Paripalana Sabal, Jafios,

T. SAMBANDHAY, residing at Vannarpannai West Jaffoa, for and on Lehalf of - the Propristors,
at their Prass tba Saiva Prakass Press, Vanoarpanoai, Jaffoa;, oo Monday, May 8, 1944,
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