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TWOP OEMS - N.K.Mahalingam

I

The trembling fingers of broKen heart
felt the palpitating bird of the

innocent Kind

The receding throb of the African drum
touched the restless soul of the

anguished mind

Leafless trees of the nameless Kind
sitting gloomily in the east

locKed in the impenetrable secrets
of the impregnable mind

I

Night is the time for it
for darkness falls upon its Kind

Marched away to the cell

where rooster does not crow
tﬁrougﬁ the corridors of time

Friends gone
gone are they
to Kiss the mouth of the gun

with the smoKe they puffed
their lives were buried

in the Hearts of the Living

no grave is z{ug
no soul is settled
no requiem is sung
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COLONISATION IN THE NORTHERN & EASTERN
PROVINCES OF SRI LANKA

Systematic, planned, state aided colonisatioin of Sinhalese in the Northern and Eastern Province of Sri Lanka was
first started in the year 1947. The Galoya Development Board was established by the government under the
guise of developing the back-ward areas encompassing the towns of Gal Oya, Amparai etc. Foreign aid donated by
other countries for developing the island as a whole and loans obtained from donor agencies were all utilised in areas
which formed the fringe of the eastern province. In the course of development, as the respective areas became habitable
and land made irrigable, thousands of Sinhalese families were brought in and settled in these areas. Those who were
reluctant were brought in by persuasion and coercion promising extra facilities for them. The facilities so provided
by the State included housing, electricity, freehold land, schools hospitals, Police Stations, irrigation channels and
communication facilities. The Mahaveli Development Board which succeeded the Galoya Development Board
continued to do the dirty work of disinheriting the Tamils from their traditional homeland and seitling Sinhalese
families. Tamils fled from these areas for fear of persecution or death in the hands of thugs and / or security forces
deployed by the State to ensure the safety and security of living of the Sinhalese in their new habitats.

The "M" and "L" Sectors of the Mahaveli Development Board are contained in the Northern Province. Development
of these two sectors had been officially shelved by the government for the time being, for the reason that it was not
presently possible to take the Mahaveli water to the Northern Province. But unofficially the areas coming under these
two sectors were stealthily developed. 16 out of the total 25 sq.miles have been well developed and 4000 Sinhalese
families were settled there, and their names registered as voters of that area. They were given protection by the Sri
Lankan Army. It is a pity that a section of Tamils have still failed to realise the sinister motive of the government in
installing Sinhalese settlers in Tamil areas and affording them all facilities and safeguards. Here too the hidden purpose
is (1) to defeat the claim of the Tamils for the merger of Northern and Eastern Provinces as a permanent feature, (ii)
to reduce Tamil representatioin in Parliament and (iii) ultimately to make the Eastern Province a predominantly
Sinhalese area.

The Palestinian problem could be cited as an identically similar example to that prevailing now in Sri Lanka. The
Palestine-Israel problem is one which is known all over the world. The Jews never lived in Palestine for the last 2000
years. Only the Palestinians and certain other minor groups were its permanent inhabitants. The Balfor Declaration
by the British in 1917 made room for the Israelies to establish themselves in Palestine. From then onwards the
continual illegal colonisatioin of Palestine by the Jews came to pass as a normal event culminating in the division of
Palestine with the blessing of Ive in 1948. Today we hear of Palestinians being driven out of their lands and made
homeless, being killed mercilessly or wounded for no reason, being made refugees by thousands. The Jews have
infiltrated into their lands and terrorised them with modern weapons. Thus the original inhabitants, the Palestinians
were made slaves by the intruders.

AMPARAI DISTRICT:
The Eastern Province comprises three districts of Trincomalee, Batticaloa and Amparai. At the time when the
Eastern Province was originally carved out by the Delimitation Commission for election purposes, 900 out of the
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1775 sq.miles of the Amparai Di’s’tr'ic"c“was transferred to the adjoinihg Province. Sinhalese people were settled in an
area of 225 sq.miles comprising the AGA Divisions of Lahugalla and Gamane thus making Sinhalese a majority in
that area; the remaining electoral districts of Kalmunai Sammanthurai and Pottuvil covering an area of 550 sq.miles
only were left for the original inhabitants, Tamils. '

In 1984 44,000 of the majority community Sinhalese were settled in the villages of Teyyathu-Kandy, Kiran and
Thirukkottai in the Amparai District. Development was undertaken in Vinthanai treating it as part of the "C" Sector
of the Mahaveli Development Scheme, and Sinhalese people were settled there. Two Regional Councils were created
and included in the "C" Sector of the scheme. Theyyathu-Kandy covers a vast area represented by 22 members of
the Regional Council. An international stadium with modern facilities and a hospital built with Chinese aid with
modern equipments and facilities have been constructed in Kirankotte. It is estimated that the Mahaveli Board has
spent 150 million rupees on these projects.

Many such development projects are in progress even after the 1987 Indo-Sri Lanka Accord. The villages of
Karadikkulam Kanayaankuli Muthiraiyadivaddai Ponnanveli Chalambaiyadi Kasankerni, Periya-Pallakkaadu, Sinna
Pallakkaadu, Aalimuda-Kadu in the Digavapi area which were originally inhabited by Muslim farmers, are now
occupied by the Sinhalese. They were brought down from Kegalle and Mawanella districts and settled in these
villages by the government having chased out the Muslims who lived there, by force. Digavapi comes under AGA
Addalaichenai. But it is understood that the villages of Irakkamam, Varippathan Senai, Kuduvil, Ponnanveli,
Veppayadi-Vaddai and Aalimuda-Kadu have been brought together with the purpose of creating a separate AGA
division to contain them.

Colonisation of the villages of Mangala Oya and Kevulimadu by the Sinhalese has started. 125 houses and a Police
Station have been erected for them in addition to attractive facilities and comforts. When one views these changes
one realises that parts of the Tamil homeland are being swallowed up by the majority community Sinhalese.

TRINCOMALEE DISTRICT:
This district had a total area of 1016 sq.miles. Out of this, the Delimitation Commission set aside an area of
700 sq.miles for the Seruwila (Sinhalese) district leaving a balance of 316 sq.miles as the area to be represented by
the Tamil electoral districts of Muthur and Trincomalee.

The same pattern of colonisation as in Amparai has been adopted in Trincomalee as well. The Sinhalese people who
were scared of the guns of the Tamil youths before the Accord have since been settled back in this district. Hundreds
of families have been settled near the 12th mile post adjoining the Sugar Factory on the Allai-Kantalai Road and in
the Sooriyapuram area. Further the villages adjoining the Trinco-Kandy Road ie Aluth Oya, Thampalakamam,
Palanpotaru, Andankulam have been colonised by them. Full protection has been afforded for these settlers by the
police and army stationed in these areas.

The Trincomalee Fort area, both inside and outside the fort has been occupied by Sinhalese hoodlums who threaten
the Tamil people who pass by or visit the Koneswaram Hindu Temple in spite of protests from the officers working
in the Tricomalee Kachcheri. It could be felt that colonisation in the Trinco district has progressed at a terrific pace
especially after the accord.
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BATTICALOA DISTRICT:

Large scale influx of Sinhalese populauon into the Batticaloa district comrnenced in 1983 There were about 10,000
resident Sinhalese in this district. Protests from local citizens and members of parhament were turned-down by the
government, Even the M.P. for Batticaloa who was a Minister in the Cabinet could not influence the government to
stop this illegal colonisation. On the contrary the state aided migration into Tamil territories escalated. 1825 sq.miles
out of the 3839 sq.miles of the Batticaloa District were forcefully occupied by Sinhalese. The manner in which the
encroachments on the Tamil homeland had occured indicated that there was no way of stopping the majority
Sinhalese from forcibly occupying lands belonging to the Tamils. This thuggery and the violent treatment of innocent
civilians provoked the Tamil youths who had no option but to resort to arms.

VAVUNIYA-MULLAITIVU DISTRICTS:

At Oonchalkatti village an ancient Tamil village in the AGA Division of Vavuniya North, 3600 Sinhalese have been
recently registered as voters. An important and surreptitious move by the government is to declare the region of
Manal Aru- an area of 25 sq.miles as part of the "L" Sector of the Mahaveli Development Scheme and settled
thousands of Sinhalese there. The Tamil name "Manal Aru" (meaning sandy river) has since been conveniently
changed into the Sinhala name "Vali Oya" (meaning the same).Sixteen thousand acres of arable land has since been
brought under active cultivation under this scheme consisting the Tamil villages of Puliyankulam Nedunkerni
Thanniyootu Kumulamunai, Naayaaru, Andankulam, Karttankerni, Thennamaravadi, Kokkilai, Pulmoddai, Keppiti-
kollawa, the 12th mile area, Kumunu Oya and Maha Kitiyakkinna.

Colonisation of the "Manal Aru" region has been going on in stages as from 1983 onwards. So far 4000 Sinhalese
voters have been registered there. The Mahaveli Development Board has been encouraging Sinhalese settlers in the
"L" Sector by affording them all the basic facilities modern agricultural machinery and implements for cultivation,
supplying food provisions and seeds at subsidised prices etc. The scheme has been made very attractive for would
be settlers; day to day amenities made very conducive to them. Their living in this area has been secured by full army
protection. A new road has already been constructed from Madawachchi to Vali-Oya. It is learnt that army posts are
being erected in the Pavatkulam area in Vavuniya as a fore-runner to settle Sinhalese people in this village too.

For anyone who would care to deeply analyse this action by the government it would be realised what far-reaching
consequences are in store for the Tamils for the future. It is feared that a good portion of the Tamil homeland would
be lost to them even before the long-awaited peace and normalcy come to the Northern and Eastern Provinces.

From 15-01-90 Tamil Refugee Action Group (TRAG) has moved to:

3rd Floor

335/337 Grays Inn Road

London

WC1 8PX Telephone: 071 833 2020
Nearest Tube: King's Cross. British rail: St. Pancras.
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CHERAN’S POEMS

Translated from Tamil by M.S.RAMASWAMI
May 21 1986

Midnight; the house burns.
In your very presence

they stab your wife.

Planes hurl bombs

dive deep

soar in the air;

Bullets sprayed

in all directions

reflect

shafts of sunlight.

Children weep

Even now mother’s mother
grumbles

over her spectacles

that fell down and got broKe
in her hurry

to get into the trench.

The blood-bank officer tells me
in all deference

that fe cannot accept

the donation of my blood.

I am in search of the friend
who went after one

lost in a friendly gunfight.
A few amony those
discussing whether it was
a democratic revolution or
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a socialist revolution

died

hit by cannon balls.

I escaped

two plane strafings

and twenty seven helicopter attacks;
dashed against a pup

broke my shin

and lay on a cot;

an intellectual friend of mine
brought me "Zen and the art of
motor cycle maintenance”.
Even the man

who was sculpting

the red cross sign

on the hospital roof

fell to the helicopter attack,
And yet

there is the crow.

there is the paper

Also

the sound of the machine gun
is on the air

now

as ever.

Dear Readers ..........

It is regretted that due to unforeseen difficulties encountered in
printing tamil pages, the fifth issue of " Tamil Refugee" could not be
published on time. We have overcome the difficulties now

and assure you that "Tamil Refugee " will be out on time hereafter.
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The second refuge

That day

Not a breath of wind;
The waves too
Didn’t rise and fall;
The sea lay dead.

While walking
-legs plunged in the sand-

A sunrise again.
This time in the south.

What was it?

My city was burnt;

My people’s faces disappeared.

The alien stamp on all my possessions
my land my air.

For whom did you wait
Tying your hands tightly
Behind your back,

Fire had writ its message
On the clouds.

Why do they wait still?

Out of the ashi-covered streets
Arise
Come.

Tamil Refugee is published by Tamil Refugee Action Group. The
opinions expressed in Tamil Refugee are those of individual authors
and do not necessarily represent those of the Editorial Committee or of
the Tamil Refugee Action Group. Materials sent for publication may be
abridged and edited if found necessary.
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Nothing to speak about

Amidst the dead bodies,
the children
wailing ceaselessly
in the refugee camps
and the burnt houses
there is nothing to speak about

On the northern boundary
of our land

east of and beyond

the uncleared dry land
where the greenness

of the weaver birds’ nests
hasn't dried up yet

and beyond the rice fields
where the stubbles are burnt
for the next sowing

and the smoke rises sky-high
their battle-cry is heard.
Monstrous military wagon,
automatic double-barrelled gun,;
infantry men wearing

the military green.

Even before grass blooms
in the pits where

our folk are buried

rifles rise in our arms.

How can we permit the shadows
of the blood-drunk people

to despoil our land

on moonlight nights?

1990,

CHERAN



