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How Do You Express
‘Future’ In English

Wiritten by V. Paranthaman
Lecturer, Palaly Teachers

College
Thirunelvely

In English, we express the future in different
ways. Read the following sentences. All the sente-
nces are about future events.

01. The film starts in five minutes time.

02. I'm Staiting a new job on Monday

03. What_ are we going to do?

04. You are going to falll

05. We will have a competition

06. We Shall see

07. Will it mt;ke-_any difference?

08. The plane will be landing shortly at Palaly

Airport.
09. "Wili you be coming to the party tonight?

10. Hejis to leave?at once

11. The concert is about to to , begin

12. 1t will have finished by the time you get
theie,

We can express the futwie events using the
following forms. :

A) Simple future.
The ‘Classical’ or simple form of the future

~~13 usvally given as:

l Shall move

You will move
He,_She, ;It, They )- will move
The weaning of this form is

) a moment or periog later than pow.

b) We are making a Simple Staetment of fact
about something which will definitely hap-
pen, or not happen.

A. Future with will / shall (—i1)

This type of future is usually known as the
+Classical’ or *Simple’ form of the future

i
We }Shall (move)

You will (move)
He, She, It lhey will (move)
Time: a moment or period later than now

i) Two bolies of different mass will
reach the ground at the Same momen;
ii) We shall see who is faster.
iii) There will be time for questions afier
the lecture.
vi) If it rains, we shall go by bus
The form
(1) Will / Shall 4 Base form
(2, Will be/ Shall be

Examples:

Meaning
Except showing futurity, will and shall have
other meanings.

“auxiliary verbs
attitude towards

They are treated as modal
in English. Here, we expiess
certain things or events.

1. The most useful distinctions of meaning are
given below (will /Shall with the first person)
a) I’'Nl do it = willingness .

This means .

I'am ready? to do

I am happy, to do it

I am willing to do it
Who, will do_the washing - up?

1 will

1 need “some " bread

All right, I'll go and get some for you

: -Mr, Smith is very busy at the moment
_That’s all; right, 1 will wait

b) I won’t do it = unwillingness, refusal

1 won't /we won’t is’a common spoken form
to say that you refuse to do something.

PREEn>

1 won’t leave until | have seen Me. Snuih i
(% ©) Shall T......... == offering 2
Shall 1?7 ) Shall we? is¥aTvery . common way

of asking someone”ifffyou’ can do something for

them.

That parcel looks very heavy Shall t carry

it for you?

Shall we do all the exercises on Page 23?
Shall I/ Shall wc? can also be used of course
in simple questions about the future.
eg'-what time shall we meet tonight?

2. Uses of will with the second person (you)

- you willfyoull*
you wnll’ can be used for a simple statement of
fact about the future.
you will find everything you need in the cupboard
a) Following expressions ar: found wit: #2cond pe-son
Telling or ordering you to do or not to dosomething.
you will go immediately to hcadquarters.
you will go alonme......

(We can also use the imperatives to express
the same idea)

(10:h ir&mt wrRda)

kS
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How Do You Express...

(031b LEsH QanmLiéd)

Go immediately......

b) Making predictions about your future.

You’ll make yourself ill if you cat all those cakes!
¢) Making predictions about your present situation

| exyect, you will be tired after your long-
journey.

d) testing one’s willingness to do something.
will you just hold this for for mea second?
Will you look after my children while I go to

the shops?

These are polite requests which can bo made
even politer by using would you..?
To be coatinved......
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