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SOJOURNS IN

SOUTH IKDIA

Maruthur

(By A. ARULAMBALAM)
1|

WE have read apd heard so much
of spiritual farce but wes shall
not koow what it all masns unless
we come inte direst contact with
great pmounllhes such a3 Maruthur
Ammaiar  Bhe'is 3 p'ous lady, pot
much edncated bub pessesses the
fulness, calm  apd cootentinent
which mauy erndite pers-ns fail to
achieve. She lives at Marathur o
small willage in Trishingpa'y Dis
briet, which iz ahoul sixty miles
from Trichy Junetion towards Mads
ras.. The nearsst railway station tn
this vi lage is Bendurai which is m
a distance of shout seven ujiles
We 'eft Trichy at dawn by ftrain
and resched Sendurai b aboud
Ti80a, 1y In ap overcrowded bus
we journeyed upy fo Masuthue and
arrived thers ab noon,  Without
wneh efort we spolted cul the
houge whera this. wondorful lady
resides, The peaple of this yillage
ave large'y weavers and Marnthor
Ammaiar i5 one neb different from
them  Liftle children led us into
the inner court=yard of the house
thrangh the e'ap trap of the hand:
loome and requested us o 515 down.
Inafew minutes an nnassuming, nn
s phisticated simple vil! age oisu
cawme in front of us,  iler (dhe was
ful of grace, Thinking that this
shon'd be the Ammaiar we staod up
as a mark of rezpect,  But <he bide
ns to be seated and liqung the
praises of Murngan enterad her
ehrine rcom, DBut in less than half
& minule she came ouk and gaye ns
* holy ashes, After cooversing for a
few minates we to'd her that we
had sowe offerings to give and she
receivad them in o tray  Then Wi h
the offerings she hcok ta one by one
into the chrine roam, and ssked oy
to raise the tray and also say “Mus
rugn, Palniappas p'easa accept ‘aur
humble offerings,” No sopner were
the:e words spoken than the offer
inge 1o the tray consisting of coco~
put plantains, aringes betel and
camphor suddealy disappeated and
the tray became ‘ight, The on'y
persons in the sbrine room al the
time theoferings which I made were
the Ammajsr snd mysell. [&
was broad daylight and T did
not see any physical force removing
tha artic'es nor did I ces tham
leaving the fray. The sane ex-
perience was shared Ly my friends
when bhey made the offerings and
onegaller goother we resumed oar
seabe.  Alber aboul two or lhee
minoles 1o oor presoree the 2m-
maiar mised ap emply Iy and
wilh aclang the offevings wlicl we
gave a few minotes earlier 8 jzhied
1o the rece ver in tha same form
in whith wa would hava -reoe yad
thewm bad we wade the gifts through

Ammaiar

a priest in a temple, The coeonpbs
were ¢ttt into halves spd m the iy
ware tound boly ashes, saffron and
* Panchantictham * (udsmdzad)
With deystion the Ammiaiar gaves
them lo us and will peverenca and
adnration wa szeepted thesa, Wa
asked the Judy the place froni which
the. prasatham csume apnd she ce.
plied that Murugan bed sent thewn
fram Palni Roaders wonld reniewm
ber that Palnb is over a bapdred
wi'es frous thers ks the erow ﬂiesl.

After some time fwo small vessels
containing theerthaw (#4 458) sud
den'y deapped from abave and the
Ammaine leaned forwsrd to grip
them, Bhe gave ud these algy and
they tasted exeesdingly well. The
Amwaine kold us thab the thesrtham |
w1 [rom ‘Thirasbeéndur acobher
eelebrated ubods of Muragan which
s eithisted nt o distance mers Lbhan
Lwo hundred and fifdy miles from
Mavothur, The Ammbinr also got
down from above soveral imuges of
Muorygan and shosed them to ne.
We gave her i rupee euch Lut ehe
returned ib bg us and as. we held it
falded in our bands with scme 9l
wlich &he gavs they miesculcnaly
eob transformed into some forw of
sughr whizh tasted goite sweel, The
jzreat thing 4o rermembee s that Lhe
melimarphosis i each case was
permsnznt und I was uble to bring
honesome of the srticles tn spite
of the vigil of the Customs authori-
Hles at Dhanushkodi,

From the conversation with the
Ammalsr we learub that she was
married wnd hag children and grand
childien, Her material possessions
are few and she works hard for bher
daily bread. Neveithelews she s
conten'sd and takes dulight in ber
work and dees her doty well Sha
ta'd os that God would help all angd
thet we shoald doy cur duty withont
concern for rewards She has great
faith in Him and ber faith makes
her Sapreme,

Bmals Apdllras Corr adaspm e
QungaGed yabyflsani wr g,

FAST FOR TEMPLE.ENTRY
AT NELLORE

Mr, otbi Seeevamuln, who under
lock o fast receptly in conneolion
with the eatry of Harijsng inta the
Ver ngopalaswani Temule at Neaflote
hag breken diis (sl ag an assmeange
frany sl Trustues, that after obiain:
ing permission from the G vernmens
they wauld threw apan the doors of

Letters To The Editer

Sir —Tha palics and jewellery an

awthed from wnder one of the
Waha'hadus of the Maha Thupa at
Anumdiapura  shoold  ne  doubt

efford yalushle aoloes to nndemtasd
how life was lived in days of yore
what i1oilusace religion wictded to
kot menknd tosether to sense of
brothurhond, how c'vilised socisty
wig, how appresiative of act Leauty
and highor ihioga the peopls were
de. - BAt to uport into the exhi
bils monopdtistic notions of narvosy
mindad  ¢e'l-plorification  cluiming
thems 1o e samples of prodoctions
ol Sinhnlece arl should be the height
of absurdity, A morafug paiper of
Cal mba wou'ld toakes nse ol the finds
W mizn an ewot'onsl upbeaval [or
palitioal ands

Anumsdhapura bad long been a
Buddlist ra'ving point and cosmo-
politen oity,  Pilgims visited it
fipm  deant countdias,  Pandaka-
bayae it i5 said, buile  abodes for 504
foraigo religionisis, Thers were no
antagonisme on  relicions ground,
Buddhist misvonaries had pene«
trated even unto the forthest limibs
Al the tssn kpown world. “On o
duly sppoinked lestival day, Lhe
congonrse ©f pesple at the Mahs
Thupa showd Ve Targe rvepresent-
ing vaious eouniries and adeord-
tng to the Mafirvamsz, could be
sovnted by crores. The pilgrime go
buth to pray and to purchese  Ala-
pudtar buxes, e receplac'es urns
and works of ar' eou'd ba pntchﬁseui
The piledur desmed it high'y meri-
lorious Lo deposik their wost prized
things in raligions [foundations.
There were po diseriwinations on
grounds of race or religion.

Qne finds it didioolt tocougoede
that the Paddha's statoe f{onnd st
the Wahalkads could be judged to
be moaore wrkishie or beautifol than
the one fpand by Be'l at Vijayarama
roins or thet found st (Nage) Nega-
pataro io 5 India, or the things
found at the Wahalkada more mlu’-
able than thoss found by Hei 1.C
at the Battripo'a escavations Whan
[ venbture to spgeest 18 that the dis
coverive wnder nutice shonld regeive
careful study by the expert

Jha Wahalkades at the Maha
Btupa  were sabjuot fo  viersikodss
of schismabio frengy snd must have
Ye=n rebuiit suveraMdiimes, ‘e dates
of Ahe coinm ahou'd be carfuly
studied 1% wis the habibof pif-
oriwg to thraw talo receptactes their
moet prizd beloaw: sad  prized
izwel eries,

J6 el nobbe forgolben that Lhe
Paisils werye BudAdni ts 1l the Bih
contnry A, D and that the oejec.
vian el Buddh e wis oralnal. Mogs

the tewpls for Hacijaos

of thewn sull workbip Buiddha as ao

The Treasure Finds Under Wahalkada

Of Ruwanveliseya

— e ———

incarnation of Vishau,

. The Rajarata of which Aauradhae
pura was the eapital city was un-
der the sway of the ‘Damalas’ except
for a tew distractive intervals with
Bnddhiem sa state religion, The
archilecis were Brahmans and arti.
sans were Tamils who according to
Hergusson and other suthorities
worked on Dravidias wedel only
giving to the structures a distinctive
variation to mark a Buddhistic de-
viglion,

Yours m-.
R, P.

Plight oY the Jaffna Paddy
Cullivators

Sie,—I submit below the mini-
mum cost of eXpenses for the cu'ti-
vation of an acre of paddy land in
Iaffna during Kn!upokm (one sea
m only)

Ploughing 4 tienes during the
year Rs 96, Manure: Rs, 120,
Weeding:, Ks. 85, Harvesting (in-
cluding transport): Rs. 100. Total:
s, lLli.I.l

Owing to the vagaries of pature
shere was practically no rain except
a festructive flood continuously for
! days in November last damaging
s wost of the paddy crops in the low-
lying lands, In very rare cases
where well water 12 available the
cost of irrigation is prohibitive.

99 per cent of $he padly lands in
Jafina have no irrigation facilities
aad consequently the harvess this
vear was a diswsl failore. The
farmer bad o contend against these
odlls, nevartheless the Governmens
will not budge an inch in exacting
its does unde! the Internal Pure
¢hase Scheme,

Most of the paddy cultivators in
Jaffoa own very small ho'dings from
five to ten Jachams and upwards
and the number of holdings over
ten acres may be easily counted on
5 | fingers,

The Govarnmeat should, there-
fove, consider sympathetically the
unfortunate predicsuznt of these
poor farmers and come to their ress
cne by reclaiming snd deepening
the existing ponds and fanks and
affording thereby facilities for ireis
galion oot to ipeution other assise
Lance pecessary f-r enliivation,

It wi'l be an actof elementary
justice and fatrplay oot to cnllact
any leyy undse the Interoal Pop-
ohess Seherme on sua'l holdisgs nok
oiceeding [ive geres in area as
obtrins in certain dry dones in
Lndia,

The Ministe. lor Agticaltine and
liands in his. resent Jour of the

(Qontnusd cn Faga 3

'
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TINKERING AT PUBLIC
HOLICAYS

In 18 REPORTED THAT THE
motion of Mr J. R Jayawar-
dene, M. S5 C, in the State
Couneil that the public holi-
day for the Sinh-lese and
Hindu New Year be inereased
from one to three days has been
considered by the Ixecutive
Committee of Home Affairs
and that the Committee has
decided to recommend to the
Governor to declare April 15
this ysar a holiday 1t will ke
noted that April 13, a Satur-
day, is already inthe list of
public holidays since the
Sinhalese and Hindn New
Year falls on that day. Apri|
i4 is a Sunday, and the Hxe-
cutive Committee has now,
instead of making its report to
the State Couneil in the usual
manner;, taken the extra-ordis
nary step of deziding to send
its recommendadion dircct o
the Governor on the ground
that that there is po time to
bring the m6ter op before the
state Council before the [4th
of April.

There are some aspects of
the questipn whicly ouglt to be
ealmly and leisurely considered
by the State Conneil and we
cannob see any reason for the
Executive Comiittee’s inde-
cent harry in the mabter unless
it be that Mr.J R Jayawar-
dene’s faneies broolk no delay,
aud why for that purpose the
State Couneil should be ignor-
ed by the Committee by set-
ting aside all its rules and
regulation s Io order to in-
crease the Sinhalese snd Hindu
New Year holiday from one to
three days the Commitbes pro-
poses that the Taster holidays,
and the Christoms—Huglish
New Year bolidays ha cut short
by a day each. It rmnst be
realised that the addition of
one or bwoextra days to the
Sinbslese and Hindu New Year
holiday is not going to help
the thousands of Government
servants and Mereantile elerks
to visit their far-away hawes,
nor will the addtion of a
couple of days in any way add
to the enjsyment of the festi-
vities of the season. (n what
groond My Jay:wardene and
the Exeeutive (ommittee of
Home Affairs think that these
two extra days will help the
Eeo-ple is not known, unless it

e that they think these two
days will make people grow
more national and be [ess sub-
ject to foreign domination Up,
will 16 bring Dominion Status
nearer o us?

The fact does neb seem to
have weighed with thz Exeeu-
tive Comuittes that the cur-

_|the laster.

—

ttailment of the Christras—New

Year holidays at ouve part of
the year and that of the Haster
holidays at another, even by
one day each, will deprive
those whoin the holidvys are
intended to henefit of the ad-
vantage of having a holiday of
fen days abt a stretch in the
[ormer ease and five davs in
This i n matter on
which the Conunittee shouold
have consulted representative
bodies of Government servants
and Mercantile elerks and made
its report to the State Council.
[nstead, the Committes is re-
ported bo have copsulted the
Chamber of Connnzree, the Ex-
change Banks and the European
Association alone and decided
to sabmit ity recommendation
to the Governor over the head
of the State Counegil. Are pub-
lie holidays meant for the mem-
bers of the Chamber of Com-
merce and the BEuropean Asso-
ciation and Managers of Banka

toiling in various Government
and Mercantile offices ?
Another matter which should
have engaged the serious af-
tention of the Home Minster
in thiz connection S* the re-
peated appeals mads by Hin-
dus for a nnmber of years now,
that the Dipavali Day be de-
glared a public holidey. Asa
Tamil and ss a Hinda the
Home Minister ought to know
that there is bardly a Hindu
home in the Islapd. whether
among the Ceylonese or the
Indian Tamils. where the Dipa-
vali Day i3 pob celebrated

giously. Ibtisa day on which
every Hindu -would like to
spend his time with his wife
and chiltlren, taking the custo-

clothes auvd fessting with his
kit.;‘b and kin, Tt is not the
Hindus alone who enjoy the
day in these times but a large
nitaber of Christiang tae join
their Hindu friends and rela-
tions in the eslébrations. Spe-
cinl services also ate held in
some Chrigtian churohes on the
day. Ddipavali is thus more a
nabional day pow than sectn~
rinn.

Hiven as Iste as Seplembar
1945, the Viveksnanda Society
of Clolombo sddressed the fol-
lowing letter to the Minister of
Home Affairs (published io the
Hindy Organ of October 1,
1945}

*‘Sir, :

The Dipavali Day is a sacred
day for the Hindus, They ob-
serve it by perlorming religious
ceremonies al ‘temples, ‘and in
houses by wearing new clothes
The day is at present a Bank holi-
day. In view of its importance
the Hindu public is anxious that
it should be declared a public
holiday a At its last meeting
the Execdtive Committee of the
Vivekanands Scciety desired me
to request you to be kind enough
to take all possible steps. to have
the.day declared a public haliday.
Representations have already been
made to Government previously
on the subject,. .«

Yours ete,,

EraveSnsatapiaspansnala
SecriETARY, !

We may also state that when
appeals were wade in previous

or for the vast aamber ol men,

wost enthosiastieally and reli-|K

mary oil-bath, wearing new|k

*| Polonnaruwa period, especially those

years by Hiundus to declare
Dipavali Day a publio holiday
cerbain zeckions went to the
length of soggesting that the
public holiday cn Adi Ama-
vagni might be deleted if Gov-
ernment was nob wilhing to
incrense the present number of
public holidays  Bnt what
wusk irritabe tha Hipduo public
now i that while scant athen-
tion bas beep paid all these
years to their appeals, Mpr
Jayawardene’s wich alone must
be eatisfied forthwithh by an
order of the Governor even
wibhout consulting the State
Couneil as ib wers & mntter of
“paramonnt hmporbanes." Sach
is demceraey in Bri Lanka!

Notes and Comments

Agriculiural Finance

We draw the sattention of our
readers to a summary of the report
issued by the Directors af the Mari-
cultural and Industrial Credit Cor-
poration, Ltd, appearing elsewhere.
It is & matter lor regret that peopls
in the North and the East have not
so far taken advantage of the facili-
tica offered by the Corporation either
for improving their farms or for the
liquidation of debts incurred slready
for the development el their lands.
Jaffna iz a place where lsrmers are
erying for capital on chesp and casy
terms, and it is surprimine that in
such a place the facilities offered by
the Corporation have not  lbesn
brought to the notice of the peasants
and middle class farmers. Although
ths Direciors say thal wide publicity
has been given to the funations of the
Corporation we do not reeollect  see-
ing any advertisement in the papers
or any other form of publicity ex-
cept some posters on the wally of
adh'c_hﬁril':s; We wonder whether
the Corporation expects peacants
from distant parts ol the country 1o
pay regular or occasional visits to the
Kachcheries and whether it considers
that & poster in some comer of the
achcheri smounts to “wide publi-
city'. Peeodo-patriota who “sympa-
thise with the poor [nrmers" and/
pseudo-leaders who prétend o do a
pood deal in conneetion with the
“Grow More Food Campaign'', with
an eve for favours and titles {rom
Governfent, are not wanting in our
country; but seldom we come across
any wha advise the larmers to avail
themselves of the facilitios offered
by the Corporation and install at
least portabls pumps in the dry lands
of the North and the East te solve
the problem of imigation. Where
peasanls ara nol in possession of
good securities the leaders can orga-
nize Co-operaliver Societies  for
them and make the members barrow
from the Corporation oo the basis of
collective responsibility, The Diree-
tors also may be expected to ''stretch
a point' in cases where the securities
are not very good, provided the risk
is not great.

Ceylon's House Of
Parliament

—

Nzgolialions are now going on for
the recruitment of an architest from
abroad to advise the Cevlon Govern-
ment on Lhe planning of the Houase
of Parliament and gquarters for the
Prims Minister, the Speaker and
officers atfached to the Paliament.

The present State Council building
is proposed to he used for ‘the
Senate,

It has bean suggested that Lhe pew
building for the Phrliament should
embody architectural featuresof the

of Lankatilake and the Council
Chamber of Parakrame Bahu the

SCRAP BOOK

By DIARIST

A drop in the purchases of paddy
under the Internal Purchase Scheme
was due, according to Mr, D, S,
Benanayake, both to  “'non-co-opera-
jon on the part of the producers,
who hoarded their crops, and also to
the drought and the consequent
failure of crops'!.  Upable to fnd as
harmless a reason as the drought,
Mr, Senanayake has pointed an ac-
cusing finger at the victimised pro-
ducer: The “'Daily News' of the
26th inst., echoing the words of its
‘master, hag raised a plaintive ory, [t
bleats: “"The producers today are
given a generous allowance of thuir
paddy for the needs of themselves
and all their genuine dependants.
Then why isit that they lesitate to
sell into the common pool the sur~
plus paddy which they hold?" The
answer lo this i3 as simple as the
question is foolish.  For a sale there
must be two parties—the seller and
the purchaser. The relations between
the seller, who is the producer as
well, and the purchaser, who in
Ceylon is the State now, ia not
characterised by the mutual trust and
confidence that usvally exist bet-
ween them [n Ceylon there is the
unwilling seller and the buyer who
forces his own terms an the seller
The State 5510t buxi g paddy bt re-
qredsitioni - 1t i Ntowl Daying an
sdeqn ~te cempensalion for it

£ 3

E L

That is the reason for the pro-
ducer’s non-co-operation and hesita-
tion to sell his paddy, The reason
for his unwillingnzss is the instinet
of aelf-preservation. sides, to
satizfy the fancies of an inept Minis-
ter and his herd ignorant and
biundering followers, one cannot ex-
pect the producer tosell at a price
much lower than the cost of produc-
tion, Nor does a generous allow-
ance of his paddy for his and all his
ganuine dependants' needs constitute

the begintving and end of paddy—————

cultivation. And behold, Mr. Sena«
payake, the author of many a glit-
tering agricultural scheme, says that,
for various reasons, the price of
paddy cannot be ralsed, What is
moare, he has never so far slated in
plain language his 'various reasons."
And why? Simply because they will
not hold water. And the “Dajly
News," esconeed in the luxiriouse
ness of Lake House, at a convenient
distance from malaria and the pollu-
tion of mother earth, is exhibiting
the quality for which it has become
so famous by lending its suppart to
the wild-cat schemes of a Minister
who is in no way worthy of the trust
reposed in him by 1|Ehe couniry.
* & ]

Its attempta at long-distance culti.
vation of the wilds of Ceylon from
the salety Lake House is both
amusing and pathetic to look at.
One would like to know how many
hours—let alone days and months—
Lake House has devoted to the
study of, the art of paddy ecultivas
tions It has failed to see that
it is its pocket Minister and not
the producer wha sabatages the
Internal  Purchase  Scheme. Me,
Senanayake, though blind as a bat,
has wore than once admitted that
the cost of production was much
higher than his dole of six rupees
per bushel. The Hincu Orian has
been constantly urging him to revise
his palicy and advocated the fixation
of prices on a regional basis; but the
advice fell on deaf ears. Now he is
reaping the rewards of his own
folly. And what is more, Lake

House is wrging on the tyrannical

Minister the tightening-up of the
regulations which were thrust on the
people of this land under the guise
of an emergency When and where
will this tyranny end? | suggest the
formation of an Agrarian Party 1o
settle with Mr, Senanayake-

Mz Senanayake :vas-t_ickl‘edun the
wrong side when the rice ship from

Great,

Egypt vanished into thin air and the
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The Agricultural and Industrial
Credit Corporation Ltd-

It looks as if the people in the|

North and East of Ceylon are not
aware of the existence of the above
institution which is operating in the
lsland for more than fwo years now
undet the aegis of the Government
with money advanced by the Gov-
ernment- Ouar l?i Iforly-tw:)_ loan?

anted during the last two hnancia
Erears. amounting to Rs. 3.935.50_0.
not one has been secured either by
the Northern Provinee or the Eastern,

The main business of the Uorpo-

ration is to grant loana of money to

any pesson for the purpose of

(a)]- the purchase or leass, or the
cultivation, development or im-
provement of any land used tor
any purpose of agriculture or for
\he exploitation of the mineral
resources thereof:

2. tlie pulchase or lease, or the
cangtruction, repair or renewal
of any building, factory, mill,
mine, machinery or equipmenl
used or to be used in connection
with any agricultural or indus-
trial undertaking;

3, the manufacture or preparation
of any agricultural or industrial
product or commodity for sale
in the market;

4. any purpose incidental, acces-
sory or anciliary to any purpose
mentioned in any of the fore.
going sub-parfgraphs;

5. the liquidation of any debt al-
ready incurred for any purpose

prospective evaporation of the pra-
mised supply of flour loomed before
his tearful eves [For, he snapped
with almost canine peevishness at
his proteges, the Morapitiya Colo-
nists who, like Oliver Twist, asked
for more. The products of his mon=

el socialism had [ailed for once at

ast to rise to his expectations.
‘Mongrel socialism it is, for Mr Sena-
nayake's colonisation scheme is but
a sop to the clamant Communists
and Sama Samajists. Only in this
particular scheme of things he could

find no place for the middle classes. |

To rely solely an the peasants 1o
feed the six million mouths in Free
Lanka was the supreme fally of
Archangel Don Stephen, 1t is oo
late now to preach to them the new
dictum of “Cultivate or Quit " Why
not follow Georgie's wholesome
advice about the State taking over
the cultivable lands and planting
them with paddy? Georgie himsell
should give a worthy lead by turn-
ing over the first sod. A state farm
worked, managed and mismanaged
by the State Conncillars themselvas
and presided over by Lake House
would be a sight Lo see!
L "

Vying with his father, Dudley pro-
poses to Sinhalize the Tamils, He
would do well to take a lead from
the Germans and the [apanese for
his process of Sinhalization: The
Germans, in order to preserve the
purity of their Aryan stock, forbade
the marriace of a German unless the
girl  coul prove the purity
of the Dblood that ran in  her
veins. They made it a point to breed
Germans of pure Aryan stfock.,  The
Japanese in their process of Japani-
zation of Korea employed methods
on somewhat similar lines. One was
Hitler's Kul'ur and the other the
Mikado's. In addition to ramming
Sinhalese down the throat ol every
Tamil, Dudley could very well get
his worthy sire to have a law pro-
mulgated that no Tamil girl shall
marry anyone :xcept a Sinhalese and
that all male
bachelors ar better still be stertlised |
That would be -an ideal method for
Sinhalization of ths Tamils. No liall-
hearted imeasures would do- Or
wounld it be better to take a leal out
of the Old Testament and have every
new-born male Tamil child relieved
of the unpleasant and onerous task
of living in a Sinhalized Ceylon ?

Tamils shall remain.

mentioned in any of the fore
going sub-paragraphs; and

) lor granting loans of money to

aniy co-operative sociely lor the
purpose of conducting any agri-
cultural os industrial business,

In meking loans the Board of
Directors, require the borrower to
give security by a primary 'mortgage
ol movahle or immovable property
in Ceylon. The maximum rates of
interest charged are as follows:

For loans from Rs,500 ta Re.5.000 6%
.. Re, 5000 to Rs: 10,000 54%
= Rs. 10,000 to Rs. 5@000 5%
»over Rs. 50,000 47

The sum of three million rupess
which the Corporation was autho-
rised to borrow from the General
Revenue was fully wtilised during
the last (inancial year to finance the
loans: During the wyear a further
sum of Rs, 647,000 was borrowed
fram the Treasory funds: The Board
huving considered the question of is-
suing of debentures to finance its
loans, decided to borrow money
from the Government at the present
moment instead of proceeding with
the issue of debentures. Qut of 84
applications received, 33 were sanc-
tioned, 20 rejected, 16 were pending
and 9 were withdrawn. During the
pexiod October 1, (944, to Septem-
ber 30, 1945, a total of 51 loans
amounting to Rs, 3343500 was
granted out by the Corparation. The
net profit of the Corporation for the
period October |, 1944, to Septem-
ber 30, 1945, amounted to Rs.
34,225,62,  This together with a
profit of Rs, 360203 earned in the
previous year brings the total profit
camed since the inception of the
Corparation to Rs. 37,827,65.

The present Directors of the Core
poration are:  Sir Wifred De Soysa.
Acting Chairman; Mr. C. E, Jones;
Ag. Financial Secretary: Diwan Ba-
hadur |, X. Pereira; Ag. Minister of
Labour; Industry and Commerce;
Mr. 8. Pararajasingham. J. P.: Dr.
G. Wignaraja; Mr, L. A. Rajapakse
and Mr. . Ranaraja. Mr, R. Cooma-
raswamy. C. C. 5., is the Ag. Gene-
ral Manager and the Auditor-Gene-
ral iz the Auditor:

The Directors in their last annual
report dated March {4, 1946, say:

“The main business of the Corpo
ration has beén so far confined to
lending money for the purchase an
or development of land. and for the
redemption of debts incurred in the
purchase and/or development of land,
Very few loans have bsen granted
hitherto on the security of movables.

law with regard fo the hy-
pothecation of movables does
not give sufficient prolection to
a Corporation which  has still
to build up reserves and -assels
to be in a position to face the risks
entailed in the acesptance of mov-
ables as security. The ahsence of
any scheme for imsurance of live-
stock is an additional impediment to
granting of loans to applicants de-
siting to build up dairy industries and
who hava vio other securities to offer
except the livestock in their posses-
sion or to be purchasad:

“It hag besn noticed that estates
including some of large acreages have
changed ownership, The purchasze
prices paid have been on the present
market valites which from pre-war
standards can be regarded as highly
inflated,

“The Corporation has however
well sufeguarded jtsell assessing the
loans granted on what it considers it
to be strictly normal levels of values
of the securities offered

“"Wide publicity has been given
to the existence and activilies of the
Corporation in order to bring them
to the niotice of especially the peasant
classes in the country. IL is encour-
aging lo note that several inquiries
and applications for loans have heen
ynade [rom all parts of the Island

‘including the moest remote.

The

Letters to the Editor

Continued from page 1)

Northern Proyines promised all that
he wou'd pruvide necessary faeilitins
to iinprove the asgricolinral condi-
tion of ihis (God-forsaken) 'and
i the =amea tima one Btate Couneil
membzars of the Northern Provines
who are well aware ¢f the peeds of
the eu'tivators will, though late in
the day, take np bhis gquesbon in
richt earnrst with o view to amelior
ate their helpless condition,
Youts ate.
A Vil'age Farmer
Udawil
17¢h Mar 1946,

Food Crisis

S —

Sir,—There is a hus and ety
abont the food position in Inda
Agkaally it does nob sedm &0, Kyery-
one ¢an have 8 sguare megl in Mad-

ragin all the hotels, where as you

tannot have in Co'ombas, Ceylon
12 worse than India

In the Nocth, whether in Delbi
or in F'onjeb, there is plenty of
beans, different kinds of grams and
varieties of fruits stocked in most of
the shops Here the standard of
living is the outward 912 cf [amine
The rich nre gstonudingly vich and
the poor ard hopelessly poor,

Yours eto

Pamnjab, 8, Chelliah,
11-3 46,

The Proposed Soulbury
Constitution and the Tamils

Bir —While thanking you for the
kind publication “f my arficle on
the abiova subijdet in your issue ef
the 268h instant, T write to' bring to
your kind notice that, no doubt
through inadveriense my snogess
tion appears fo lmye besn wmisuo-
derstoed in the cone'nding portion
of your editorial,  You make ths
following obssrvation=—' For this
reagon anil &7 this exterit wa sup
por Mr Bivasubmmanmm's apeal,
published in gnethee solnmn  urgs
ing the Tami' Congreéss nol to en

‘ter intothe hieated arena of e
dl | vext elretion ’,

My appenl to the Tamil people
pand the Tamil Congress howevet
was that the consideration of the
questaon whether the Tamil Cops
press is to run eandidstes af the
next [arfiatentry election ar no,
be diferred 'sin my opinion the
mat-er required further ccnsidera
tion and as it appeared preferable
that certamn events should ocsie
and conditions Lo fulfilled before we
arrive af any decisiony, I merely ap=-
pealed to defer consideration of the
matter und did not want aty imwe-
diatz decision to/be taken T wonid
wish to quote the re'evant portion
of my letter. It runs as fo'lows;—
“The above are some of the reasons
which I wish fo urge respectfully
before the Tamils and the All-Cey
lon Tamil Congress and its mem:
Corporation is at present considering
ways nnd means of circumventing
the chiel impediments to the enter-
tainment of applicatiqus for small
loans from peasants —naMely, that of
*“Village Title' 1o lands and absence
of plans, It is the policy of the

Corporation to "stretch a point" if

possible with regard to title to secur-
ity in such cases. Circumstances
being what they are, the main pur-
pose of the creation of this Credit
Corporation “will be frustrated il
strict adherence is made to good
legal title of properties in Lhe cases

of applications lor Iluam from pea-
sants in rural sreas,'' ”

—_—

MATRIMONIAL

The marriage of Mr. A. Navarat-
nam, Sanitary Inspector, Dehiwela,
with Miss, Bagavathiar Kanapathi-
muttu of Sithankerney, Vaddukod-
dai was solemnised according to
Hindu rites at the bride's residence,
Sivakami Vasa, on 18-3:46.

GBITUARY

We regret to record the death of
Mr. A. Manickam, Ketired Seience
Master, Skandavarodaya College, and
one of the pioneers of cultivation
under the Karachchi lerigation
Scheme; which took place on the
22nd inst. at his residence in Puloly
West. Ever since he started culti-
vation at Paranthan he did not en-
joy his former robust health as he
fell a victim to the Karachchi mala-
ria. His name must be added to the
Roll of Honour of those who sacri-
fied their wmoney and lives in the
causze of food production,

NOTICE

YVantecl Cheviolal or Ford Tourer
car, 12 horse power, in perfect con-
dition.— Co-op; Motor Transport
Socisty, Mullaittivi,

(Mis, 259, 29, 2 & 5.)

bers and supporters in pursuance of
my suggestion that the considera-
tion of the question whether the
Tamil Congress is to run candi-
dates at the next Parliamentary
election or not be deferred for the
prese=t
1 feel thatthe Tamil community
should pause and go slow in certain
watters ab thia eritical jouncture,
Jodk 28 a moving train, when ik
come? across n diffienit coroer or
a precipice ¢r owing to otber rda-
sons haes to creep along ab & snail’s
pace, any public movemant will
have to adjust itsell £» its surconnd-
ings and reduce its temps in order
that it mjzht be the better able to
attain the desjred goal
I wish to reiterate that with re.
gard o the decimbility o otherwise
of Tamil Congress participation. at
the next Par mmenta y sleck ons, [
o.d odefini’e ohinion esther way
4 pr sent owing taa gosd nuniber
of reastus, 8 me of which have been
stated in my earlier letter addressed
o you.

Yonrs ete,
S« Sivasubramaniam,

Temple Entry

Sir —I finrd that a lot of space
which could o herwise be deyvoted
[oe befser purpose §s being wasted
jn your valoable paper by Messrs,
A. m'ambalam and C. Nagaiah in
the disenssion of temp'e entzry by
the so called untovehables. 1 may
point oub to thom both that as a
rvegu'ar wnd habitosl veader of your
paper 1t annoys me, and perhags
wany others, 1o read such articles in
FOUE papers

I gempe Lo understand that these
twe geoblemen  of two differant
schools of thought live not fae
frain 