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THE JAFFNA SARASWATHY
VILASA SABHA

THEIR COLOMBO TOUR

IN

1916

(By M. Ramalingam)
Ty *

The Saraswatby Vilasa Sabha
broughs its brief season in Colom-
bo to a ‘close with that excel’ent
play Manohara tke best product of
Sambanda Mudaliyar of Madras It
was staged at the Public Hall,
Cclombo. before a large andience,
on Saturday, April 8, 191€,

The play is a masterpiece, with a
tragico comic interezt in it.  Puora-

shothama a Chola king, becomes’

enamoured of Vasanthasecai, a
maid of his Queen, Padmavathi,
Manohara, the =son of Furushota-
man and Padmavathi, is the lawful
heir to the throne Vasanthan 13
the offspring of Vacanthasepais
clandestine relations with some one
who had been murdered belore
His Majesty knew her. Thke plot
thickens as the author brings oub
the contrast in character between

Manohara agnd Vasanthan. and
that in intentions betwean
Padmavathi and Vasanthasenai

Faithful to royal traditions, Manc~
hara is chivalrous and brav: On
the first oceasion, he refurns home
victorious affer defeating the Pan-
dyan king, who bas invadzd the
Chola kingdom; and on the second
he enters the Dbattlefield when the
Chola army is about to be routed
and turns tbe fortunes of the day.
His obedience to his mother, whose
biddings he carries cut degpite im-
pending dishononr and his indigna-
tion at his fathers debauchery en-
dow him with & nobleaess zeldom
surpassed  Vasanthan, on the
other bhand, bas been painted in
dull hue, with intent to make bim a
foil to set coff the DPrince The
lustfu! king, who Leenmes enslavad
to the charms of Vasanthascnai,
* loses control cf himself  completely,
The low born maid expoits the
situation with great skill.  She ra.
peatedly attempts to deprive Mano-
hava of his throne and o vep ace
him by ‘the imbeci'e progeny of
her profligncy She poispns the
King’s mind against the Queen
Yet, her machinations do' not carry

her far, Nemesis pursmes her,
After killing hgr son. she com-
mits  soicide Throughont the

play. the reverses of Fortune affect
not the maidenly dignity of the
Queen. With divine resignation
she bears up the “slings and arrows
of ountrageous Fortane”, The play
bes o happy ending, with the re.
nnion of the King and Queen,

Before proceeding to the drama-
fis personae and the superh manney

in which the vadous ch racters
wera reprezented, A certain interest-
ing oecurence 13 well worth mwen-
tioning: The Sabha had a good
numbzr of equally brilliant actors.
both for male and female roles. li
whs cnstom-ry [or the Sabha to
changa acbors ab every succeeding
play with a view to providing the
audience with a wvariety of actors
with their individual excellences
Though the Rabha had over six
actors for playing the female roles,
Messrs  Navaratnam and Rajah
Arulampalam happened to be the
favourites of the theatre-going
public. On this occasion, it was
taken for granted that the two
favourites wculd play ths roles of
the two leading female characters
It was indeed a disappointment for
the andience to find two others
(though of equal distinctions) taking
up the roles. \When ths leading
members of the Sebha heard of the
disappointment of the audience
Leing the last night of their enter-
tainment in Colombo for the season
they made arrangements’{or stag-
ing a few scenes from Harischan-
dra, immediately after " Manchara,
with Messrs Navaratnam and Rajah
Arvlampalam as Sandramathy and
the QQueen of Benares respectively
The Pattabizhekam scenes were
aeted As the drop:scene went up
with the creaking of tha palley
nshering in the melliflnous voice of
Mr. Navaratnam pindrep silence
prevailed in the hall ozly to break
fotth into roming applause at San-
dramathy’s (Mr. Navatatnam) ap-y
pearance on the stage- He sang
with the eaze of a asster, leaying
the audieoce to wonder il thoss
profuse straios of me'ody prozeeded
from a "Heavenly Ministrel”
There was no eflort, and the ark
was unpremeditated A few nights
earlier, he was cheeréd from *‘pit
boxes and gallery” when as Sulo-
chans, he f{ill-d the ha!l . with his
watbles: The recepticn on . this
oceasion eXeelled even that, The
appearance of Me. Tajah Arulam.
palam as the Queen of Benares was
areeted with no less zpplause, Mr.
Arulampalam was more real than
the rea! Queen of Benares herse'f
The modzst looks, the stately walk.
tha dignified ecarriace and the
excelling beanfy « they were all
unique, His ‘acting was nof
labptred  Qune could not discern
any artiGeislity in it which is not
the case with a pcofessional, It is
inc}eedatragedy that the eminent
(Continued oo paga 4)
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Communist Farty's
Programme

Declaraticn on Representation
And A Free And
Unit:d Ceylon

The following dec'aration cn
“Rapregentation and a Free and
United Ceylon™ hag been submitted
to the mesting of the All-Ceylon
Uongress Commitiee of the Ceylrn
National Congress on December 2,
1944 by Messrs, Keuneman and A
Vaidialingam. The dec'arztion,
which iz moyed for adoption, reads
a3 follows:

“'The Congress creed is freedon
for Ceylon, It is pledged to se-ure
2 united demand for re. gniticn of
independence and a free <consti-
tution,

“However, the Congress cannot
thiok in terms of winning freedom
without dispelling from the minds
of the minorities the fear that the
S nhalese people will use their pre-
domircant majority against the ds.
ioeratic rights and national exis
tence of the minoritizs,

“The Copgress recognizes that s
free Ueylon can on'y be built on
the secure basis® of independence
from foreign rule .of equality of
nationalities and of common inter-
e:t; good will and brust.

* As the most economically deve-
loped areas in Ceylon are in the
main located in the Llraditional
homelands of only “iae nationality
of the Sinha'ese peopie and as the
entire people of Ceylon have con-
tributed end will continue to con-
tribute towards the development of
these areas, as well as towards the
common development of the coun-
try, the Congress declares that it is
in the interests of all nationalities
acd minorities that a frze Ceylon
should be & united Ceylon,

‘“4t the same tims (he Congreas
recognises the demoeratic principle
bkt the peop'e of any nationality-
for iostance. the Tamil paople—
which has a contignous territory to
which it is attached by historical
tradition, its own laguage culture
peyehological makeup and common
economic (ife; shbuld have in a
free and united Ceylon the right to
unfebtered zell*determination on ifs
own territory, including the right
to political szeession.

“The Corgress further dsclares
that, in tha common and separate
inter=sts of the peoples of Ceylon,
the future free Ceylon will have to
be s United Democratic Republic
of antonomous npational regions
Huch autonomous npationsl regions
will not, of conrse, ccrrespond to
the present previnces bub shou!d be
delimited so that a predominant
majority of people of any particu'ar
ngtiona ity are inc'nded in'a conti-
gueus territory, -

*In order to ensute tha demios
cratic principles of the equality of
citizens and of the equa'ity of natio.
nalities, the Congress dsclares that

a free nud united Ceylon should be

Schools Feeding and
Schools Food Production

In his report on *The Food
Sitnation in Ceylon", Dr. W M,
Clyds Foed Adviser to the Colonial
Office, records his appreciation of
Ceylon school gardens thus:

“In my travels during the past
year I have seen nothing more ins-
piring than what has been deone by
the children of Ceylon in fhe culti-
vation of their schcol gardens and
bome gardecs: I have nothing bug
praise for what I have both seen
and heard of their schievements.
Trey have cultivated 19,487 acres,
terraced slopes which many an ex-
petienced culfivator might have
regarded as too steep for terracing,
drained marshy 'sround, exploited
many methods cf preventing copil-
erozion. made compost heaps, cons.
tructed theivr own home.gardens in
their owan time and given one sno«
ther a helping hand in theit cons-
truction; and from their cultivation
they have not only contributed
largely to the provision of their own
school mealsy but bought War
Savings Jerlificates and opened
Post Office Savings accounts to a
grand total of Rs. 720,000 with the
money obtained from the publie
sa'e of the sarplas prodmes. And
all this has been achieved within a
period of only one year.

I sball not readily forget the de-
light of the children in “their work,
their grave absorbed air and un-
selfeonscious di'igence, their proper
pride in their achievemeats, They
are greatly helping the country in
these critical times of fcod searcity.
The edoecationnl advantoges of
the Scheme, both o the parents
and to the children are also obvious,
Whatever can be done to help
the chi'dteny who are helping
themselves and sleo helping the
countty and to give them better
nieals fa schools whera better ‘meals

arc pecessary, should surely be
done:
With Y.ur Excellency's pere

mission 1 propoZo’ sending to the
Govarnerz of certain other Colonies
interested in planning schogl meals
and echoo's [ood production, a re-
port on what has  Dbeen achieved
here."” .

e —— ]
administered by two equal chambers,
elected through  universal adalt
[ranchise

“One such Chamber should be a
Chamber of Representatives which,
while giving due representation to
latge interspersed minorities in
mixed areas according to their popu-
lation, wi'l guarantes the expression
of the will of the numerical majority
of the population by eosuring a
Sinhalese Majority.

“T'he cther such Chamber should
be & Chamber of Nationalities, give
ing equal representation -to each
autonomous national region and
thereby gusinatecing equalily and
non-domination between nationas

Lities,
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AGAINST THE BRITISH

IT 1S A PITY THAT THE
_debate in the State Coancil on
the motion of the Deputy
Speaker regarding reforms
degenerated into a violent and
unseemly outburst against Bri-
tain and the British. We are
not surprised at the exhibition
because it is so very easy for
the politicians in the South to
‘distract attemtion from their
own shortcomings by attacking
‘the British. We do not say
that the DBritish are angels
They have their failings, but
nothing is lost by giving the
" Britisher his due. If poli-
ticans in Ceylon are unable te
understand and appreciate all
that is best in the Britisa
character, it is Ceylon that'is
going to lose by it. We wonder
what made the speakers drag
the name of the DBritish pre-
mier into the debate. Mr
Churehill’s  politics are, no
doubt, unpalatable to people
like us in dependent countries,
but he is also a great patriob
and a great Englishman: He
‘has led the British people,
with conspicuous sueccess, in
the greatest fight of fheir his-
tory. As pointed out by
Major Oldfield, history will
place him not omnly amongst
the greatest sonms of Pritain
. but also amongst the greatest
- men of the world.

One would have expected an
older man like Mr D 8 Bena-
nayake to pour oil on troubled
waters, After voicing  his
anxiety that Ceylon should be
attached to  the  British
Commonwealth, becanse he felt
that by such attachment Cey
lon would be free more quickly,
he proceeded fto address the
following remarks to the DBri-
tish: “‘As long as one nation
tries t0 dominate over otners,
a providence intervemes to

- expose the people of the nation
to death.  Let the Dritishers
kpow  that as long as they
exploit unfortunate countries
like omrs their youth will be
periodically exposed to dangers
"Let them make us free, Let
them make the whole world
free Then _there will be
peace”s It will be noted that
this part of Mr, Senanayake's
speech is only a paraphrase of
what was said by the Member
for Trincomalge. 1f this was
all that could be expected from
the Lieader of the House, one
might well exclaim: “God help
Ceylon, and the Ceylonese™.
Mr, Senanayake’s rcmarks are
crude and in exceedingly bad
taste- and we are surprised atb
his maladroitness in giving
utterance to them - To suggest
that Providence 498 always on
tbe lookout ¢ belp the poli-

ticians in Ceylon by increasing
the deathrate of the Britishers
in battle is a piece of unspeak=
able impudence and impiety.
Tha whole trouble in Ceylon
today is due to the lack of
competent leaderss Even the
problem of the minorities
wonld not loom so big in the
political horizon today if we
had a better type of leaders,

GOVERNMENT’S EXCISE
) POLICY

Wken the Ministae for Heme
Affaics moved in the State C~uncil
on tbe- 17th iost. that “a state-
oweed distillery shou!d be im-
meliate'y establizhed culside the
presznt  distidlery  area,” the
Leader cf tie Houe, Mre D. S.
S nangvake, breaking homcgen-
eity fcr a while, opp:zsed the
motinry cn the grovnd that “it
was immeral for the Goverpment
to cp>n a distillz y,” He bas told
'be H-u:e morz than once, (in
1934 as well as in 1944) thkat he
cwed bis present positicn  as
winisler to Eis pist martyrdom
-nd that he was jailed for 46 days
in 114 and was about to bz court-
rarghalled and shot becavs: of
bis activities ia tie canse of tem-
perance, When he bawail:d that
“It v, Unfortunats that oa thes eve:
of she rstirement f:om public
lif2 3 be was in & Council that
tred to augment the country’s
resoutccs by the supply of im=
moral nzeds rather than by just
masno.", Mr, G, G. Ponpambialam
w>s on his f-e: and put a perti-
oeot question as to why Nr
Senanayake and his predecissor
S Baron Jayatilaka, wh> too
was iz the camp of My, S2naaaye-
ke a3 an erdent temperance
worker in 1913 and 1914, fcllowed
a policy of drift ever since they
came into power, and why they
both d'd not scek to lay down
a defipite excize po'icy for the
Goverament all thes: fourteen
gars:  No apswer was forth
coming.

It was in {he y=ar 1913 that
th: great temperaace wave sta ried
in the Islani whzn Governor S'r
Hzenry McCallum and Colonial
Secrstary Sir Hogh Ulificrd ime
po el on the counbry 2 new exsise
palicy, They said that the Go-
vernient was ‘tte preatest tems
oerance orgaizatiery in the coun.
try” end tbat its object was to
maks the manufictore and sile
of all keve azes containiog al:ohal
a stat? moncpely, It clos:d a
number of sauall arrack distillzzizs
and boug't a few lirze ones
under i3 coatrol, Their ultimate
cbject, they said, waz to have two
or thres large distilleries entizely
owned by the Government itself,
On the plea of putting down the
consumption of arrack and en-
couraging the uss of *‘the las:
barmful teddy™, the Goveroment
opened a thousand nsw toddy
tavarns in spite of an overwhelm-
iog prob st from the people whe
pcintad out that the consnmption
of tte less strong ,liguors wouia
only create a craviog for the
stronger vagiety, The Govern
ment wovld pet listen and opeped
about 2000 arrack and toddy
taver & avd issued about 1000
licenses for dealing in foreign
liquors all gver tha Izslands Those
wir: tbe days when men liks Mr.
Benzniyak: and Mrn D. B, Jaya-
tilaka became famousand in 1914,
duricg the riots, were suspected
of dizloyalty ana treason.

_ Great activity againmanifested
itself among the temperance warks

ers for aboat ten years from the
time tho right of Local Option
was granied in 1919 A Jarge
number of taverns were closed
althoush the percentaze of vctes
required for abolition was first as
high ag 75. Takiog advantage of
the atmosphere crezted by tbe
visit of Mr, W, E. Jobn:zon from
Americ: (popularly known as
Pussyfoot Johason) in Navemher
1921, the Hon. Si¥ (thcn Mr)
Waeitilingam Duraiswamv ip-
troduzed g motion in the Legis-
lative Council on November 10
1921, that:

“In view of the preva'ence of
publia: feeling in this country in
favour of Total Prohibition of alec-
holic and intoxicating lignors and
drogs. except for medicinal purpeses
this Council desires fhat the
Government should so direct the
excige administration as to attain
total prohibition within & reason-
able time."”

Sir Waitilingam, in the couvrse
of his able speech, said;

¢ T would earnestly appeal to you
Sir, not to mllow the Government,
which is actuated by the bast of
motives towards the people of the
country, to be identified with _the
trade in alcoholic drioks, I refer
particularly to the distilleries: fhat
are run under Government conbrol.”

Mg¢, E. R. Tambimuttu was not
caticfied with the motion as it
did not go iar encughs He moved
an amandment for ths cubstitue
tion of the words “‘immediate'y in
some areas at least'” in place of
“within & reasonable time.” The
Attorney-Genzral, Sir Hzory
Gollan, and the Controlles of
Revenne, Mr. B, Horsburg, op
posed ths motion. But the Gov-
ernor, Sir William Manning, said:

“We should be guided by the
will of the people in regard to the
liguor traffic in Ceylon. It was
not a question of the revenue the
Colony was making...The line
which the Government weu'd take
would be that we ghould be govern-
ed by the will of the people and
that we shall be s governed...Why
was the Government so engaged to
that extent in the trade? They ate
firstly in order to manufacture bet-
fer and purer spirits and sgcaud'y
to endeavour as far' as “possible to
prevent illicit sales from‘ private
distilleries, Government 13 OO
exactly s willing actor in  this
matter, It has, fo a certain extent
been forced to take this line with
the object I have pointed out”

On the suggestion of the Gove
ernor Mz, Tambimuttu witbdrew
his amendment and H's Esxcel-
Jency, perhaps for the Arst time in
th: history of the Lezisla‘ive
Council, asked the official mem-
bers not to vote on the guistion
as it was a matter in which the

will of the people must prevail.
The resalt was that the mction
was carried by a majority,

Did the Government sincerzly
direct its exciss policy fowards
Total Prohibition sincs 1921f
No. Did our leaders continus
their work and wean the psople
from the growing drink ba"i?
No» Enthusiasts all over the
countiy followsd the ons beatn
track of tavern abclition coly,
The mioment an area was declared
dey by local option, tha Govern-
ment planted a tavern o1 the
border in the oeighbouring we!
area arid allowed ’bus loads of
men to carry into the dry area
two bottles of arrack eath, Io
addition, unlimitzd quantitizs of

foreign liquors were allowed io

flow int¢: arezs where arrack
tav :rons were glosed. The result was

that the peonle-coltivatel a taste
for fore’ga liquors apd the minu-
facture and s2le of the lo~al
artack dwinilled, Th2 averaze
imoort cf foreign liguovs for the
fiva years previous to 1921, the
vear of the ad ption of ths palicy
of total probibition was 113,000
ga'l-ns, aad in fourteen years’
time it roce to 280.000 g:llons ia
1934, Tke temperence alvoecatss
were thersupon chil'ed and dis-
couraged, their’ libo-rs .we-e in
vain; and, ina sen-e of frustraa
fion, they storped their pchivities
afterwaris.

During the twenty y2ars Sip
Baron Jayati'aka and Mre, D, S,
Bananayake ware i2 Couaril. and
especialiy duriog tbe last fourteen
vears they were at the belm with
seven-tenibs ssli-govsroment io
theivr banls, snd a homoz-n=0us
ministry to boot, what did thry
do to imnl:ment thn Charfer of
Total Prohibition wtich Sir Wai=
tialingam Duraiswary was #b'e
ty wrest from an uaowilling
Goverrm:znt in a hostile atmo=
gph:zr-?. M-, Secandyake hus
oftzn declared that fhs pressot
Ministers bad doas 1o t:a yCes
mor2 for the coun'ry than what
the B:itish Gavernm=nt dil dur-
ing a hundred yesrs: and M-,
George E, de Si'va has declared
that they had nndone in ten years'
ime many wraogs the British bad
dcne in Cuylon durieg ths past
spe hundrad and Gity yzars Woat
"ave they dooe in the met'er of
the Geovernmeni's Excize prlicy
towards the attainment of Total
Prohibitice? Why wail aow?

PATNA UNIVERSITY
SILVER JUBILEE

Twenty-two Universities include
ing Glasgow. Rangoon and Cey-
lon will participate in the l4-day
celebrations of the silver jubiles of
the Patna University begining on
November 21 snd the inter- Uni-
vergity Board mestings fo be held
during this period

Tha following will ba the reci-
pients of honorary degress from the
Patna - University during  the
celebrations; Sir C. V- Raman, Sir
Maurice Gwyer, Mr, John Sargent
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapra, Sic Zis-ud-
Din Ahmed, Sir Jadupath BSarkar,
Sir M  Visvesvarays, Sir John
Matthai, Dr Bhabha apd Dr.
Birbal Bahni.

Among the Vice~Chancellors who
will be present on the oeccasion Dr.
‘vor  Jemnings will represent
Cey'ons

FULL RIGHTS FOR
DEPRESSED CLASSES

Mre. W, Dahanayake (Bibilz)
gave npot'ce of th: following
mection in the Stat: Ciuacil last
Wednesiay: *That the Goverpe
msat shorvll t:ke immediate
me1sarcs to prevent such happens
ing 2s the recent Villuodi cremat-
ogrium iocident and thit the
depresesd clazses choald be
dc-orded [ull rightsia all public

places a1d insti'utioas,

FOR SALE

9 Iiachchams and 6 Kulies of
palmyrah land near Girls’ English
School, Uduvil.

26 Liachchams of Paddy field at
Sanguvely, Uduvil,

Offers of not less than Ra 6,000/«
and Rs 10,000 respectively will ba
congidered, 3

2 pply to- S, A, Arasasingham,

Additional Digtrict Courfy Kaady,

(Miss 162 27-11-44)
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LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

—— — —

Dr. Kannangara And
National Education

Sit,—The genzral public ought
to be grateful to yon for publish
jing in full in your issue of the
23¢d inst- the inspiring sp:ech of
Hrn, Dr, Kaionazngara - which
provides faod for thought - at

. the Skarda Varodaya College cn
the 19th ipst, It can be said
wittout fear of contradiction
that education impartsd by out-
side missioairies had a ceaa-
tionalising effect 02 the country,
thay d:d not kncw thé language
of the country, the pedpls's cus
{oms and manansis and they ev:2
ridiculed and condsmned tte
religion of th2 people.

As eatly #s 1889, Sir Poanam-
balam Ramanathan, his illustriovs
brother St P. Arunachalim and
a few Buddhist Sinhalese l:a_dars
perceived the danzer of Hindu
and Buddhist chiliren re:zsiviae
their elucation at Chris'iin Mis-
sicn schools aed joiotly issued a

“3' %4 anifesto as regards es'ablishi g

" a Hindu and Buddbint Coll-g:

in Colomboas Accasding'y 2 pub-

lic mesting was hald oy 7th D.c

1889 at Flora Hall, Calombrc, and

Sir Ramanathaa spo%e a3 fallows:
«Owing to waat of organization

amorg Us W2 ars comzelled to
send our chailiren to schools whars

our y>utas profess reveraoce t-

Christiapity when they d'c.: not ac-

tually feel.,.... Ws are d>'iber't ly
allowing them t3 be insiace e and
hypocritical by lettig them to go
to missionary schools. Cbristizn
missionari's DO doub% mtﬂpd
well but all the sain= ourt yaultbs,
though improvinZ 13 n‘e!llect,l are
deteriorating ia mora’s, This
canser is slowly but surely poi
goping our sacietys

Whea a Christian friend ask:d

Gindbiji ¢ Will  you,  uonder

gwaraj, allow Crrtians toga c:.:

wth proselytising activily Witz-
out any biodranc ¥
wNo l:gal bindrancs” replied
Gandbiji **zan bs put ia the way
of . any Ctristian or anybod
preachiog for the acczptaoce of
his doctrine’ Gaedd Ji furtber
ccnlinued: "you da_'nol ssem fo
raalise that Chris'iaas ave "oday
enjoying orivilegss bzcause they

o
-

Cheistians. The moment a
person here turns a Phr:st'an
hbe becomes a :Eaneb’ L.g
(Equival:nt  f0 Dorai in
Ceylor). He gl'most chapges h's
pationalitys Hz gets a j5b and
position  which h: coull net
otherwise have gots He adopt:

foreign dress and way:s of 1viog
He cats b'ms:If off trom bs own
pecple and begins ta fancy bh'm-
gelfa l'wmb ot the v log clast,
What  Christiaos :r3 af ail o
1ssing therefo e is not their rizuls
but apam-loss p ivilazes(’ (Vide
Barijao 13th Japuiry 1944)

Ths reasgos ¢ high offials to
utter plnitedes from m ssionary
platiorms ere cot far to .eek. DMe
Be Shivapathasnudaum f. A,
Emeritas Priocipal;  Victora
Colleg, Chul pur m bis very wel
diagocsed  this  d'se ) and
obs rves as fcl'owsin a rider
the report of ihe Speclal Com:
mittes cf Eduratioz: *ee...thbeir
rcligious sp rit Dbas b.en sapp2d
by ths religiots :lavery (o wh e

. {bey bave beea subject fcr thre:
centurie-, fist ueder th: Poriu-
guese aad Duich Goveramsnt:

Paadit Madia Mohan Mal'avi
ya, th: foundgr of the Brnares
Hiadu Ungiver:ity, while iatro-
ducing the Univarsity Bill in the
Czatral Lagislatars Assz nbly s1id,
that wh2a a Sinsc-it co'legz was
ariginal'y startad in 1791, aad
waile ths G:v:roment wanted to
zive som=2 fiarncial esiis‘ancze
towards it, a certain missionary
zentlaman objecizd tn it siying
that & Christian Goveram-=nt
shculd not encour ge th: ad-
van.emeat of what he described
as a “hzathen" religioa:s Tae
Jaff1a Higdu Cnllezz. with a'l its
r3sources and infl iznce, experiza
ced great diffic:lty in ocbtaiaicg
srant from the Gorveram:nt on
acccunt of tho o%structioa caused
by certain ceactiodary mission-
irizs, This bas still pot faded
from the m:mory of thz oldar
gzaerat'oa of Hinduse

These outsiders are foad o
ceeati'g and aidiag to miaority
aroblems -vhereavar they go. The
Tamil EdiSor of the “Morning
Star®— a paper rua by the
Amoericin Mission—is makiag
much of the unfortunate Vil'and:
CUr:matoriaa iasidant and tryiog
ta ‘creatz a clevags amoaz the
H oduos, Tae writer strone]y fesls
that thz Cazte Syzt=m shounli be
sarapo=d by degrees, without
disturbnz the public neaze, Clas:
distinstioa whizh i3 similar
to cas e distinctioa exists in all
¢c'im=s and count:ies. We are
quite alive to the huamiliating
and oppressive trzatment given
to th= ‘coloured’ p2ople in Am -
tica from ‘whers ths “Maste-s” of
this Eaitor bha‘l, -
Hon. Dr, Kannaogara as 2
Migister of the Government of
the country, is ma'iag s'nscr:
and earaest efforts to changs tie
anama'ousstatz of affairs, faat
has been in ¢xistenca taus far, io
t12 spherz of Education, Tue

| zsuatey ouszht fo be thaakful to

him for his ast of kialnz2ss,

Vaddakoddai,,
31-10 44

Yours =fce,
Arul Tyzgarzjah

The Committ:e System
C

8ir,=Tha Ccmmitts: cystem
sf govarom :nt was the rols ia the
villag: aimin'stratioa in  thz
‘Pamil c-untrizs of South India
and Ceyloas W.ea the Chola:
held the ove:lordshio of Ce lon,
betwzea th> 10th and 1¥th c:n'ur-
ies that form of cointrysida aimi-
1isteatian appeas to have ben
i1 vogne amda3z tie Siahalese.
Ciltu allys Cejlon has beea no
stranzer to t2at fern of govein:
m:nt and t ere is further ine
test'moay cf Sir Alexinder Jchzo-
stone that in {hz covr.e of his
investigat on3, he notad te affair:
of the villags commnnities bz'ng
min-gad on the commiites plan
that wis in ths firat decads of the
9t centnry.

From  epig-ashic evidenc~
hrought to light, it iz made clea:
thit ths Cocmmitt3z s s'em o'
gavernmsnt had,by about ths 12th
century A. Do lony passad th.
experimeatal staze, and h:d de-
tailed safeguards pr vided to fres
the syst=m from po:s hls chanpc:s
sf carruption, misfesaacs, dor.
['ctizn of duty by offize’s &e,

A szt of rules for gaidance as
tg haw commitizes should be
capst.tuted, how ieng should each

ard thez in Chri:tian zchool. !
(Vide Fage 130,

committze functizn, tha qualifi.
¢ ‘tions of memdzts to sit <o com-

mitte3s, the nature of duties of
eich commitiee, haw delinquency
would be punis~ed etc. was found
in igscribad stonss mnzasthed by
the Archaeologica! denartment of
Madras. In tas light of thoss
rules the Committes system of
the Donoughmore Constitution
should need eertain reforms to
mak= its usefulness bettsr assurad
and if its efficienzy should con-
tinus without impairment, Each
village.adnistratisn had also its
Supervizery Committee (Pancha
Variam) whose duty it was to
supe:vize the other committees
usua_!ly five in oumber, The
qazlification of the constituent
memters of this committss was
that they shou'd be s2nior men
why had gerved in other com:
nittees Defore, and had given zood
tecorts of their stew:rdships.
They were sabject to th: control
of the Village Ass:moly like other
committes mea, They wsare also
*ntit!;d t> be presect like other
comm:ftee wen at Asszmbly meet-
iazs and partake in the discus-
s10as, The Pancha Varium Com-
mittee it woald se:m, exesrcissd
coatrol over the other committess
15 a sort of an upperhouse the
effectiveness of whose powosrs
styuld bz atiributed to theig maral
worth, personality, learning ani

ﬂgE- '
Th: Conmittes , syue~ rof
the Dsnroghzoese ~Conititution

should, on a r:on1dls uader-
‘tanding of thz rualss on the
stone slabs be ohjected ta on th:
fsllowing gronnds:—

(a) Thz whole nouze (Btate
Caunc’l) is turned ave: into Com-
mittess, thas creating a vacuum
which shonld be oot to the liking
of oar fo-b2ars. In moderna pare
'ance, it iz like applyinz guillo-
tite to check frce discussion.
What is a dsmocratic’ assembly
for, ex:ept fo discuss matiers
tre:ly and opanly?

(b) The legislatu-e to brceome
mstamorohpsed inte  Eecutiv-
shouold be d-emn-d ta bear danzet-
ous psziblities, (3) and (h) are
the roads to lead to anmtocricy
aad tyraony,

The Exzcut ve ani 'h: Leszis-
latura shoull in some measurs
se seprratzd cr male at leasttc
fun:tion s2mi-indepeadeatly.

‘c) Commitiez System unde-
proper safz guards sbould work
well in small administrative upits
or where the popular assembly
reorezenied the totality of ite
rests of the country which it is
intented to s3cve. s

the discontent iz the Islani
I think, s10uld bz he!d partly due
to the method of work o: the
Comm tteszs,

What should sa tisfy Ceylon at
‘he present stage of orogress is a
constitut on which ‘s appreciative
of our racio credo linguiste clsva.
ges, The executive should be
senarated from the legislative on
tte model of the government of
Switzerland: The Goveracr shou!d

ppeint the Ministers, not nezess-
arily from the Legis'ative A-sen-
bly, on t-e rule tiat the minori-
ties should be repressnted o1 the
Execnutive Board in the projcr.
t 0n of their aum&ers, The m m-
bers of the Lez'sl:ture callel t:
the executive should fortaw th
‘resign  their legislative s=ats
and the vicaccies thus crzzt d
should be Glied as under rules of
tyz-ilec.ionss The mem’:rs of
thz E ecu ive shall be ircm :vable
$§ill tis expiralion of the'r t=rm
uader ths lawe Tozey sha'l have
the rizht to mov2 mtions in the

plain difficultizs such as nzed ex-
planation, but shsll oot be
entitled to make speeches cr to
votz,
Ycurs ete,
Rl C. Pl

“Quit Cevlon” Quixote.

Sir,—~The State' Counacil io a
tvpizal performance stagzed ithe
first act of the *“Qait Cevlon”
comicetrapedy yestsrday and in
an exasp:rated mood dispersed
promising to return fo the scena
refrashed  after a few furthes
redzarsils. The member for Trine
comales - Batticaloa being well
acrustoned $o such thsatrigals
%a3 quit: ua tostar pariormacce,
T1is is not surpriging, for he had
within the coursz of one revolving
mzon act:d the Conmunalist, tha
Noa.-Dominatioaist, the Sozialist
and last but not the least, ths
Revolutionist,

It i1 only recent history that

the former member for Tiinco-
m1'es = Batticaloa havisg pled.
sed to supsort the Minority da-
mands croszad the foor with
2332 apd fornad the scales in
favour of th: Dopoazhmore R:ze
formx Schem2 notwithstazdiog
the wishss of bi: electors, But
wh=n at th: end of hiz politiczl
~araer h= was bounded out of ths
Statas Counaocil he realized wih
ths gnashing o° teath Fow b2 had
bssn lured into accepling tlhe
Donouzhmore Schems wita the
emsty proxize of promotion ta
the front beaches.
Aod now his successsor ip
Conacil who bad used his pledge
to support the priociple of non-
domination t3 best advantage in
electionzering times had the
tzmerity to progound astounding
thzorizs in the Bta'e Csuaci]
tbrowiog all bis election pledges
and promises to ths winds, A
:1jdea change from the seclusion
of the schcl-room to the Saphize
ticism of th: St-te Ceuncil was
‘oo mu h for this palitical prati]ss
that 11 order ta k2ep pace with
th: caang-, be in ths hest an hrg-
po'd maoner h's lock:d to tre
Isdian  Natisaal Coogress for
isp ra‘’on  and has intradaczed
hz “Q1it Ciylon” move.

Of co:ras bz, best of all, knows
that tve man in tha strest will bs
trzwl enouzh to draw a lins
bet eea such pserdo patriots and
the tin? and !rusted, Indian polia
ticians why o:ly after a loag lile
of szlf zacrifice a2d languishmest
teczive po'itical baptism,

Now that this ‘Qi't Ceyleon’
champiom bas launch:d on this
aulanle adveaturs, h2 would do
wz | to romplets the aping of ths
Indian Congr2s: m3‘hods by ro=
signiog his s3at ia Council and
courting imprisoament if bis
cimpaign failed,

Colombo. *Quit Council’,

23.-11-44

WANTED

A manegsr for the Vilvamiera
Co-operative Storess Balary Rs. 45/
per mensem Cash secarity Ra, 300/
Apply to the president;

8. 0, Mahadeva,
President,
Mis 168, 27 & 30

OBITUARY

We reg-et to record the death of
Mr, A. Saravanamuttu of Navaly
which took place last Friday, He
was a brother-in-law of the late
Mr. S. Ponpuswamy, (Proprietor,
Jatfna Apothecaries Co) and fathsr-
in law of Mr, K. Chornalingam of

legislatur>, apswer quaitions £x-

Navaly:
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AGRA UNIVERSITY

Choice of Intellectval and
Moral Leaders

Miristers Should Be Free
From Axe-Grinding

Sir Mirza Iemai!, Prime Minis-
fer cf Jaipnr, in'bis convocstinn
addresa tn tha Agra University
on the 18th igst, advised the naw
graduates to “go ount into th-
world resolved to cserva sout
conntry in a spirit of troe lovalty
and deyoticn, foreetting the peity
differences that divide men, re-
garding all the peopls living in
ths land as your o= brothers,”

Sip Mirza emophacised the neces-
sity of a uniform standard of edu-
cation all through the land lowv-
ever variable acd individual
the methods sn1 couriez might
be. He exprested the view that
the abso'ute  indep2odz2anc> and
individuality of Uriversities myst
be maintained, but in a‘l ac3de-
mic affairs, theiz mutual inflo-
ence must be immenselv £lrengib-
ered by the streng'bening of the
Inter = University Beard, Th-
Board shovld bave the mo-t
drastic pawer of ron rzoegaition
dras'ical'y used, branding wi'l=

out remorse what was acacemi-|

cally disrepniab’e.

The choi-s of the BHrsbra’s
men for the leclurize staff. and
the payirg of adequate sa'arics to
atéract such men must be.an im-
potrtant consideration, Teazhers
of s=cond rate quali'y wonld not
do if just’cz was to bs dcn2 to
the young pro-le of this genera-
tion. In making appointments
a man's warth should be {be only
consideration: bere was a tphzre
jn which there could b2 no con-
gideration of community. It
would be as disasirous {o chrose
those whoze funcztion was intel-
lectual and moral leader hip, on
communal prieciplss 2s fo choose
ona’s doctor on considerzticos of
community, Again, the teach.
ing staff s culd not b= freatzd ac
bhack-wcrk vz and bu-densd wiih
ton much vo k, but aliowed with
fonr much wok, bot allewrd
plenty of leis-~.

Sir M:urza diff r=d {from thr
view that the pass cezrce course
in India n=ed pct te a realy
Uciversity affair and ‘bat it wae
only in the pos*gradoate covrse
thot a man bez'm= a University
student, a-d ¢pake arprovingly
of the threez-veir couse asz bsicg
truly mcre academic: He alwe
wanted “freedora to grow inic
his subjec)'’ for post.gradrate sbo-
dents, without a “previorzs™ exa-
mination at the end of rna year,

Country’s Requirements

S'¢ Mi zr, af'er remarkin~ 1hat
‘a2 certain degres of leacership
must f2il to the lat of all fthe tiny
propsrtion of cur psocls who
Eecome university gradratzs",
said: ‘Th'nk «f the encrmous
developmen® cf ths rrquirements
of tke ccuntry in respact of pu!-
lic bediss, even now; as compared
with vhat fFev werz2 ev'n 20 yzars
agc. The counfry is dotted aover
with legislatures, each Erquiring
nct only members, iazerractibis,
earnes', seli=aac-ific'rg, toleran:,
- cmeopsralive, brt alss minpisters
with the same viter [ eedcm frcm
exa-grindiny and a still greater
beeadth cf view and restraint el
bzhavicur, Take again, the enor=
mous development of munigipal
life all cvar the country for which
we require equslly bosorrible
incor;uptible and ztrenucus m:n,
if these municipalitizs are not to
degenerate into somethiog very

The Jaffna Saraswathy
Vilasa Sabha

(Continued from page 1)

actors, talents shou'd have been
confined to such narrow limits
They were gems ‘of purest

ray sérens’ lying in “the dark,
nnfathomed caves” of the ocean,
They were a pride to onr country,
The want of opporinnifies kept
them obsgure.

Returning to Manohara, the play
waz well acted. The irresclute
Purushotame, whose passion swaved
over Lis reazon, was nof an easy
rola to  fill " Mr. M. Sabaratna:
singhe p'ayed the role with great
skill, Vidvan X Ramalingam acted
Manchara the bold prince cf the
Chola couniry. Qnick to anger,
btave in battle, resentful of the
slightestrattempt at deviation froin
rectitude, jealons of the honour of
hiz mother, Manchara's partl was a
very difficult cne and Mrs Rama
lingan: made a¥vary good efforh fo
act the part with scceptanca
C“Mcre meed of praise", says the
Ceyloneze, “is due to Mr V.M.
Krishnaswarni woo played the part
of Vasanthasepai the smbiticus
seoving maide  “Hear' acting was
splerdid, and the singing escellent
The part of her son Vasanthan the
iuioe wes pepresented by Me. T
Anpamaai- In his drcll sayings
and mirth provoking gestares he
faithtuty portrayzd the doings cf
an aciuzf” dolt The Quszen Padma=
vathy as represented by Me. T Pon.
niah waz convincing, 'The acting
wa3s of a high standard and was
deservedly applauded "

The dabbling in the past brings
one to the sorry state of things
today, Every generation prides in
being more advapced than then
predecessors When one looks abeut
himself, he is shocked o find mush.
room clubs, mete apo'ogies for elubs,
passing for organisations of disfin.
ction, They style themselyes Dra-
matic Clubs, when the lack of actors
and the low etandard of acting of
those available, make them look a
mara mockery. There were gs many
as siX acters 0 act female pazts in
the Jaffna Saraswathy Vila-a Sabha.
In the C'ubs of our day one cannot
find two actors to play female ro'es,
This went of actors forces such
clubs to chooze plays with a bare
minimum of female charactors pay-
ing littla attention to fheir merit or
suitability for the times. Further,
the Clabs of old had their own play-
wrights, Can these Clubs boast of
a sing'e playwright among their
members? And, yet, these are Cluba.
nay Dramafic Clubs

The membsrs of the Saraswathy
Vilasa Sabha Jeft {or Jalfna on Sun-
day, April 9 1916, by the 6-25 p.m
train and were seen ol by & number
of prewinent Colcmbo residents
D, M., Binnalamby called fgr three
chests for the visitors which were
respondead to most heartity, Muda-
line C, Ilasanayagatn called for three
cheers for their Colombo friends
and the Sabha members cheered to
the esha'as the train steamad away,

I sm indebied to Messts V.
Ramanathan, C, Nadarajah. C, Aru=
muogadason M, Sabaratnasinghs, .
Sabaratnam, A, Homer, S, Manu-
nayagam, K, Chornalingam, Pundit
V. T, SBambandan, Vidvan K, Rama
lingam and Dy, § K Chinninh for
the information supplied by them,

periloys to the we'lsbe ng cof ths
State, Where ars we to get these
msn if oot from the universities?
How'are we ever o gat them ua-
253 the universities and all thair
col'egss 2re determiasd that their
atmoazpbere shall npurtonze such
virtos end tkeir daily routice shall

give scope for iis practising?”

ANDHRA
UNIVERSITY

Culture and Knowledge
The eighteanth Convocation of

the Andhea TUniversity wasskeld |

on ths 18th inst, His Excsliency
S'r Acthur Hane th: Governor of
Madras and Chancellor. prezid-
fthg. The Pr=Crancalar, the
Mabtarsjah of J=ypors, ecrferred
on the Chapceller the hozcracy
dezrze of Daztorof Listiers,

Dec Bhazaya-tham the Uai;
versity Wagli-h Oratos refsread to
the Go-ernar’s invalaable scrvices
{o lhe Provine2 in goneral and fo
the Andhea Univer-ity in pariie
cala-. He, then preésenizd Pref
8¢ C VYV, Ezman to tha Chaacal
lar, who conlerred tha aAwagl of
Bir . Cattamaach’ Raim:l'nga
R.ddy Nstizp~l Friza® for emi=
pentmesit in Physics, o2 8'r C.
V. Raman,

The Cranzellor then econferred
the Dactor of Scieazs descne or
Messrs.  Bhaslara nocthi, Rajas-
wirz Rap and Sundaracim Rao
Other degrees werz alio goz-
ferrad,

Vice-Chanceller’'s Remarks

After admissions of zapdidates
to the wvarices Facolli's of Artks
and Sciz=ca? and titles of orien’al
learrirg, 8ir C, R, Reddy. the
Vic=Cheneslisr wal;omed H's
Excellzney apd ths hen, Ghalam
Mobhamm:d, F nancz Mamber;
Hi E« H. thz Wzam’s Grvern.
ment who gava the coavceation
addie:s

‘Governor’s Spezch

S'r Arihor Hops, inhis extame
paie address, thanked the Andh-a
Urivres'ty  for codfarring th-
boncrary  degrie and rsjoiced
that Teluza wveople had frusted
himy agd made bim a Doctor

Paying a tribaote ta Sir C V.
Ramar, the Chincellor sa’d that
ths world waz preud of Siz C. V.
Ramap whais, a grzat sc'en izl
af th> world anl had pleasure in
proseniing to  him the R:dd:
Nat'onal Priz2 3ad mzial,

The Chancellzr, ¢ nclud’'nz ap-
pzaled to the yeusg stadsnts who
wera. enteriag the thratho'd of
of life, to face fastzs apd d:zva'ep
a realizstic mind, Hestreszed th-
neceszity of unity among 2l ez
ti~ns of the public in wartims ns
well as in the post-war period so
that wpost=war reconstruclion
mizht be carried efficizatly and
flectively

Culturs

In tke coniz= of h scravze~tiar
addrzas Mr. Ghulam Metamm-=3
said 1hat 'hey bad recaivad thei-
edpeaion atens cf thz "zadias
cenlres of Fndian cu'lors, And
what dil th-y un’e:strnd by “he
teim “enlture”? And what was
thzir conceplion of the bighast
form of lifs for themzslvisl Thuy
had detzitnined the chaice of a
carzer but how  wonld  they
mea:ure their succez=? How counld
they as lilesery me=n, hic'cria-s
sconomistys, scientis's or servant
of th2 States rea'l e their idei o
cultur<? They cou'd answer th's
questicn as icdividucls bot they
atght to take ielo aczount that
cultura belopged primadly - fe
groups, that s potentialilics
dezended primacily an the sves
thesis of individ uzl self-zxprezsion
and social regu’remzots, op @
proper, adjustmeo® of individuoal
and socis]l cbjzctives, T.u: ca~
tute consisted not in morel and

COCHIN REFUSES
TEMPLE ENTRY

“Unwise To Disturb Present
Practice And Custom”
The Government of Cochin, in

the course of a Press Communigne

declaring their 'settled policy’ with
referenca fo the question of tomple-
entrys obseive that it is unwise to
do anything to disturb ths present
practice and costom with regard to
the entry into, and worship in the
temp'es The Communique adds
that @« number of represecistions
have besn received by Government
nrging them to throw open
the temples nnder their manages
ment to all castes of the Hindu

community
The Communijne stales in con-
clusion: ‘The question having

come up sgaio and again for their
consideration the Govermment have
Bestowed on it their anxious thoughi
and are now plsased to re-affirm
that it is neither permissible nor
expedient to do anything which
would interfe e with the existing
usages practices and rights cone
eatning entry in'o snd worship iu
the temples under the mansgement
of the Government. Governineot
hope that this will be takan as their
settled po'icy. The Goveromant
further wish to poict out that in a
critical timea 'ike thiz it i3 esssntial
that there shon'd be complete bar.
mony between a'l sections of the
pub ic andthat nothing shou d he
done which wou'd in any way tend
to prejudice the naoity and goodwil]
between the varions classes of His
Highpess the Mabaraja's subjects '
—F. 0. C.

LANDS FOR SALE

1 A we'l-bailt Stonc- hogsa
with young plantations sitmated at
Uduvil facing the Main Road, 3 mi-
nutes walk to Ramanathan Colege
and Uduvil Girls College, Extent
7T Lms, V. C. apd 2 Kis, Offers
above R+ 5%00/- will be considered,

2 A good plot of tobacco land
in extent 26% Lins V. O situated
at Udavil Offers above Ra 270/
per la&hcham will bs considered.

3 Paddy fields in extent 52 Lims
P C, situated at Chandilipay. Best
yield, May be bhad in plots. Ofers
above Rs 150/~ per lachcham will
ke considerzd,

Titles parfecte For further parti-
culars apply to- B, Rajendran
Proctor 5. C & Notary "Siva Viilla"”
Manipay. Office: No €6, 1st Cross
Rtreet, Jafna.

Miz 16\ 20 & 27-17-44

intellecinal salf suffiizncy of t-e
indfvido ‘hbat ia th> s lfceatiza-
‘20 of the commanity.
Leve of Knowledge

Thz e most be many amongst
tham who loved konswledg: for
th+ owva sake that should suffer
mo:t ke n'y to ses its faint light
flick=rig ia ths surrcunding
larkoeis, Th:y eb>uld strive for
'z Jdiscemioation in an effestive
wayandinacropsr and scienti=
fiz epiri', There wasa vast field
olen fo them. H3> was by ro
mears selecling 2 career for them,
bat they ewed to toeir institution,
waich had given th= cuitire thay
d aad still mo & to their
nzgple, @upso whom theiz, saif=
rsa'ialica as m2a of cuoltare
depends.’, ta nrove thal they were
¢ich ia coltare not bzcause of
what they bad acquired, but bes
cansa of what they werz able
to giva,
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